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H O U S E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE P.O. BOX Y, JUNEAU 99811
(907) 465-3892

May 3, 1989 

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Members, Senate HESS Committee

From: Representative Dave Donley, Chair

House Labor and Commerce Committee

Re: HB 90 - Alaska School Bus Safety Act

HB 90 is similar to HB 305 from last year, which passed both the House and the 

Senate during the last week of the session. HB 305 was amended on the Senate 
floor to include the word "public" so that the scope of the bill applied orly 

to public schools. However, the Senate version was not returned to the House 
prior to adjournment, so the measure did not pass into law.

Except as noted below, HB 90 is identical to the changes in law proposed in HB 

305 including:

1. Raising the minimum age to qualify for a bus drivers license from 13 to 
21. (A "grandfather" clause was included in the H. Finance CS that allows 
drivers who are currently under 21 to continue to work until they meet the 

new age requirement).

2. Raising the minimum time an applicant must have had a drivers license from
one to three years in order to qualify to apply for a bus drivers license.

3. Establishing a minimum wage for drivers at two times the Alaska minimum
wage ($.50/hour above whatever is the current federal minimum wage - 
currently $3.35/hour + $.50 = $3.85/hour X 2 = $7.70/hour).

4. Providing that the new minimum wage only goes into effect at the time of 
initial contract or contract renewal.

5. Creating a short title "Alaska School Bus Safety Act".

6. Requiring routine safety and mechanical inspections of school buses.
(New language - suggested by pupil transportation/DOE).

7. Requiring instruction tor passengers in school bus safety. (New language - 
suggested by pupil transportation/DOE).

8. Limiting the scope of the bill to public school only, as per the 1988
Senate floor amendment.

HB 90 has a small fiscal note from the Department ot Education to pay the costs 
of preparing school bus safety instructional material. The Department of Labor 

has submitted a zero fiscal note as they anticipate no additional costs in 
enforcing the minimum wage requirement established in HB 90.

. . . . . . . . . .  . . .
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H o u s e  b i l l  p r o m o t e s  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y

A bill proposing several measures io 
improve safety on Alaska public school 
huscs has passed the Alaska House of Rep­
resentatives. Sponsored by the House 
Labor and Commerce Committee, Com­
mittee Substitute for House Bill 90 would 
expand licensing requirements for school 
bus drivers, establish a minimum wage for 
school bus drivers in Alaska, and provide 
for increased bus safety instruction by 
Alaska schools.
In expanding licensing requirements, 

the bill would require applicants for 
school hus driver licenses to:
4 be at least 21 years old, rather than at 

least 19, as in the past and
♦ to have had a license to operate a 

motor vehicle at least three years, rather 
than one year, before the date of applica­
tion.
The bill also would:
4 set as a minimum wage for school 

bus drivers a figure twice the Alaska mini­
mum wage.
The bill’s wage floor provision re­

sponds to concerns about the effects of 
continuing reduction in wages for school 
bus drivers, staled Labor and Commerce 
Committee Chair Rep. Dave Donley of 
Anchorage.
Most school bus drivers are employees 

of contractors who bid to provide pupil

L e a s k ,  S a k e a g a k  

r e a p p o i n t e d  t o  B o a r d

Cora Sakeagak of Barrow and Janie 
Leask of Anchorage have been reap­
pointed to scats on the State Board of Edu­
cation.
The reappointments are for five year 

terms. Both Leask and Sakeagak have 
been serving out unexpired terms.

transportation services to school districts. 
Since most pupil transportation costs, such 
as equipment, maintenance, gas, oil and 
insurance, are fixed, reducing wages paid 
to drivers may be the only way for a 
contractor to place a winning bid. The 
committee felt that compensation levels of 
school bus drivers must not be allowed to 
fall below present levels. Lower wages 
would mean a decreased ability of compa­
nies to attract qualified and proficient 
applicants as drivers.
Final provisions of the bill would re­

quire school districts to:
4- provide public school children with 

instruction on safe boardmg, riding, exit­
ing and emergency procedures and
4- conduct at least two drills each 

school year on school bus evacuation and

Performance study:

A research study conducted in the area 
of Boston, Massachusetts, reports that 
students who ate breakfast got higher lest 
scores than students who didn't, and that 
breakfast eaters showed lower absence 
and tardy rates, too. The study, described 
in the August 15 issue of The Food Service 
Director, looked at performance ratings of 
1,092 students in grades 3 through 6 who 
qualified for free or reduced price meals.
Although other research has shown that 

nutrition improves learning, the Boston 
study is the first to show that test scores 
improve significantly when students stan 
their day with an adequate breakfast.
Twelve Alaska school districts now 

provide breakfast to an average of 3.600 
students a day through the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture school breakfast pro­
gram administered by the Department of 
Education.

emergency procedures.
The Department of Education would be 

required to coordinate with the Depart­
ment of Public Safety to:
4- establish equipment requirements 

for public school buses and
4 inspect school buses for mechanical 

safety at least twice a year.
The Department of Education is sup­

porting HB 90, said Romayne Kareen. 
department pupil transportation director, 
because it promotes safety for students.

Public school buses in Alaska transport 
45.000 students a day some 5.8 million 
miles a year, Kareen said. The state spent 
more than S21 million to reimburse school 
districts for pupil transportation costs in 
fiscal year 1988.

School nutrition programs in general 
are described as a vital link to learning in 
a report released recently by the National 
Education Association. The report, pre­
pared by the Food Research and Action 
Center, advises schools to implement 
breakfast and lunch programs, start sum­
mer food programs and encourage parents 
to participate in federal food programs 
such as the program for women and in­
fants. food stamps and child care food 
programs. It also counsels schools should 
closely monitor the kinds of foods in 
school meals to guarantee optimal nutri­
tional value.
For more information about school 

food programs contact Kathleen Hays, 
department school food service director, 
phone 465-2865.

S tu d e n t s  p r o f i t  f r o m  e a t in g  b r e a k f a s t



j A  checklist for concerned parents

AST OCT. IS. SHANNON KRUEGER. AN 
energetic founh-grederal brunanud Luther­
an School in Alpena, Mich., was gening 
off her school bus when she was hit by a 
car that came from behind two other cars 
that had stopped for the bus. She suffered 
head injuries, a broken leg and bruises ull 
over her body.' Why didn't the driver obey the bus's flashing red lights, which tell motorists to stop and not to pass the bus?

In November, Joseph Garlock, a sevemh- 
grader at Kellogg Middle School near 

Seattle, was hit by a car as he crossed the street after 
getting off his school bus. He suffered a ruptured spleen. 
The bus’s warning lights were not flashing and its stop 
arm was not extended—because, at this time, Wash­
ington law doesn’t require these precautions when pas­
sengers arc discharged by the roadside. Why aren't the safety laws that protect our children more stringent?

On Aug. 28,1987,five children and theirdriver were 
killed near Bronson, Fla., when a truck collided with 
their school bus. The bus’s floor panels collapsed on 
impact, telespping the seats together. Two years earlier, 
near Snowhill, N.C.. the floor panels of a school bus 
also opened up in an accident in wliich six children were 
killed. As a result of these and similar accidents, one 
major bus manufacturer has proposed upgrading its fioor- 
panel design. But why is there no federally mandated recall of school buses with the old floor-panel design"

On May M, 1988, one of the deadliest highway acci 
dents in history occurred near Canollton, Ky„ when a 
bus carrying 67 people home from a church outing was 
hit head-on by an alleged drunk driver. Three adults and 
24 children were killed.

Last year, Congress asked the National Academy of 
Sciences to review school-bus safety standards. Those 
findings will be submined to the Secretary of Transpor­
tation and Congress next nvonih. That report—along with

Step ana (r) »x1«di te aUrt motorittj to 
ckSdrtH crowing. Coos /oar tea tun tot too?
the anniversary of the Kentucky crash— will once again 
bring national attention to the question: How safe ore our children as they travel to and from school?

Most of the 22 million American kids who travel true 
than 20 million miles every day on school buses do so 
without incident Riding in a schcol bus is four times 
safer than traveling in the family car. according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the 
agency within the Department of Transportation that 
sets federal standards for school buses.

But despite these numbers, schoolchildren are still 
vulnerable, according to Arnold Fege, director of gov­
ernment relations for the National PTA. “More children 
than ever before are bused to school today, for longer 
distances, along highways, freeways and busy streets," 
says Fege. "They also spend more time on the bus— 
some as long as two hours a day—so there are greater 
odds of accidents happening."

Nor is school-bus safety a seasonal issue. In some 
communities, buses are used year-round to transport 
youngsters to camp and adults to civic outings.

The Congressional report will address whether to 
revise federal standards in such areas as seat belts, 
emergency exits and flammibility of bus interiors. 
But government anion can take years. Of course, indi­
vidual states and local school districts can choose to exceed federal standards— and many have. Parents 
who want to increase the safety of youngsters can start 
by asking these important questions:
• Does ytmr school district use buses built before 
1»77? All buses built after April 1,1977, must meet 
federal safety standards, which include cagelike pro­
tection devices around the fuel tank and sturdier body 
construction. Buses built before these requirements 
went into effect are called "pre-standard" buses: many 
school districts still use them. According to 1988 fig­
ures cited in School Bus Fleet magazine, 22 percent 
of the nation's 350,000 school buses— about 78,C0C 
— are pre-standard. This figure does not include school 
buses that have been sold off to churches, camps and 
other private organizations. Thechurchbus in the Ken­
tucky crash was a former school bus.
• How flammable is the bus’s Interior? For crash 
protection, many school buses have seats made from 
polyurethane foam, which is highly flammable. (A 
point to keep in mind: All of the victims in the Ken­
tucky bus accidentdied of smoke inhalation— not from 
injuries sustained in the crash.) Today, flame-resistant 
seat covers are available.
• Are there any "blind spots"? A driver often can't 
see children who stand too close in front of and along­
side the bus. “On average, about 35 children a year 
are run over by their own school bus," notes Millie 
Waterman of the National P PA. Good mirrors are essen­
tial. The newest designs on the market—extra-wide, con­
vex mirrors— give the driver an unobstructed view.
• What about seat belts? Federal regulations do not

B Y  D E B O R A H B E R G  E  R  
m a m m m m

pact 14 • APRIL 23, isaa • PARADE MACAU he



V-

require sou belts on large school buses, 
Instead, parided seats with high backs 
and tijht compartments— “corapart- 
raeatalizatioo"— are used. Are belts bet­
ter? “We don’t have the statistics yet to 
prove that seat belts provide added pro­
tection," says Laura Schwartz, president 
of the National Coalition for Seat Belts 
on School Buses, “because there aren't 
enough buses out there that have used 
seat belts long enough."• How many emergency exits are 
there? Federal standards require at least 
one emergency exit. Push-out windows 
and roof hatches are two other viable 
means of escape. Hatches also provide 
access for ctcwj is thr* event
t bus rolls on its side.
• Is the bns overcrowded? Does your 
district allow passengers to stand? Stand­
ees block access to exits and are not 
protected by the padded, high-backed 
seats of the newer buses.
• Does your district run routine emer­
gency drills for students and bus driv­
en? Children should know just what to 
do if the driver tells them to evncuate. 
Can they open emergency exits quickly 
and easily? “Once a fire gets into the 
passenger compartment of a post-standard 
bus. you have V/i minutes at most, under 
steadily deteriorating conditions, to get 
off,” says Malcolm Mathieson ofThomas 
Built Buses.
• How often are buses Inspected? A 
regular, comprehensive maintenance and 
inspection program is essential. And the 
older the buses, the more rigorous and 
frequent the program must be. Some areas 
inspect once a year, while others, like 
West Virginia, inspect throe times a year.
• Art safety laws strictly enforced? 
About 78 percent of school bus-related 
injuries occur outside the bus. Many 
children are run down by motorists who 
illegally pass school buses that are dis­
charging students. What legislative and 
punitive measures does your community 
need to take? '
• Art two-way radios standard equip­
ment? Drivers must be able to cail for 
police and medical assistance when they 
need it. A public-address system to give 
the driver audio contact with kids inside 
and outside the bus is another option. 
So too is hiring adult monitors to super­
vise the children.
• Who's driving the bos? Does your dis­
trict train and screen drivers properly, and 
check their driving and criminal records 
with particular attention to moving vio­
lations and drunk-driving incidents?

"Parents must take responsibility to 
know how safely theirchild is transport­
ed," says Millie Watcrnan. "They should 
co. tact the transportationdirectoror the 
superinicnde.it in their school district and 
also get their local PTA involved." Q
For more information on improving school-bus safety, write for a free copy of "Protecting Our Most Prec'ous Re­source." SendaSASEto: American Fed­eration of Teachers, Dept. P. P.O. Box 2m. Washington. D.C. 20001.
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H O U S E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE P.O. BOX Y, JUNEAU 99811
(907) 463-3892 ■-C v

March 27, 1989

M E M 0 R A N D U M

To: Members, House Finance Committee

From: F.epresentitive Dave Donley, Chair
House Labor and Commerce Committee

Re: HB 90 - Alaska School Bus Safety Act

HB 90 sets a minimum wage for school bus drivers at two times the Alaska
minimum wage or S7.70 an hour, raises the minimum age and experience 

requirement, t, for drivers, requires routine safety and mechanical inspections 
for school buses and establishes guidelines for school districts to teach 
school bus safety to Alaska's children.

HE 90 was introduced by the House Labor and Commerce Committee in response to 
ccr.cerns about the effect cf wage reductions on the availability and 
professionalism of school bus drivers, the lack of standard safety and 
mechanical inspections for buses, and the lack of training in routine safety 
procedures for children riding school buses.

HB 90 has a small fiscal note from the Department cf Education to prepare 

school bus safety materials. Funding for routine mechanical and safety 
inspections is already included in the pupil transportation budget.

There are two proposed amendments to HB 90 in your file. The first would \ ijftiU
"grandfather" in licensed drivers who are under the age of 21 on the effective )
date of this act, September 1, 1989. The second would delay the effective date~J V.

for Section 5, requiring passenger safety instruction and routine inspections,
until January 1, 1990 in order to give local school districts time to prepare flMfttOC'
and distribute edcuational material and guidelines for inspections. £.f>

Alaska's school children are currently at risk because of serious deficiencies 
in the manner in which we operate school buses in the state. HB 90 is a 
critical step in correcting that problem and will serve to protect our children 
by increasing the safety of our pupil transportaiton services.



H O U S E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE P.O. BOX Y, JUNEAU 99S11
C h a i r m a n  - R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  D o n l e y  (907)465-3892

February 3, 1988

To: Rep resen ta t ive Be tte Cato , Cha ir
Members, House T ran sp o r ta t io n Committee

From: Rep resen ta t ive Dave Donley, Cha ir
House Labor and Commerce Committee

Re: HB 305 - School Bus D r iv e rs

HB 305, r e la t i n g  to wages and requ ired exper ience f o r  school bus 
d r i v e r s , was in troduced by the House Labor and Commerce Committee and is 
be fo re the House T ran sp o r ta t io n today.

I ' v e  inc luded a b r i e f  s e c t io n a l a na ly s is o f HB 305 to a id in you r 
d e l ib e r a t io n s  today . HB 305 makes th ree su b s ta n t ia l amendments to 
e x i s t i n g  s ta tu te : 1) ra is e s the age to ob ta in a school bus d r iv e r s  
l ic e n s e from 19 to 21, 2) ra is e s the one yea r requ iremen t f o r  having an 
Alaska d r iv e r s  l ic e n s e to two years and, 3) e s ta b l is h e s a minimum wage 
f o r  d r iv e r s  a t no less than two and one h a l f times the fe d e ra l minimum 
wage law ($ 3 .35 /hour - S3.85 /hour in Al aska) .

The House Labor and Commerce Committee in troduced HB 305 in response to 
concerns about the co n t in u in g red u c t io n in wages f o r  school bus d r iv e r s  
and the p o te n t ia l e f f e c t on the q u a l i t y  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f q u a l i f i e d  
d r i v e r s . Most school bus d r iv e r s  are employees o f c o n t ra c to rs who b id
f o r  p up i l t r a n s p o r ta t io n  se rv ic e s . Less than twen ty percen t o f school 
bus d r iv e r s  in Alaska are pa id d i r e c t l y  by a school d i s t r i c t .
S ince most pup i l t r a n s p o r ta t io n  cos ts are f ix e d  ( i . e .  gas, o i l ,  t i r e s ,  
in su rance , hea t, l i g h t s ,  l ic e n se fe e s , ro u t in e  main tenance, and the 
buses them se lves ) , reduc ing wages pa id to d r iv e r s  may be the on ly way 
f o r  a co n t r a c to r to place the w inn ing b id . The House Labor and Commerce 
Committee f e l t  t h a t the compensation le v e ls o f school bus d r iv e r s must 
no t be a llowed to d e te r io r a te  because wages c u r r e n t l y  paid are a t an 
abso lu te minimum to expect q u a l i f i e d  and p r o f i c i e n t a p p l ic a n ts .

Las t y e a r , the Committee rece ived the re s u l t s  o f a b r i e f  te lephone 
survey o f wages paid to school bus d r i v e r s :

CITY CONTRACTOR ENTRY WAGE TOP WAGE

KENAI LAIDLAW $ 8 .10/HR $11 .45/HR
MATSU/BOROUGH TUNDRA TOURS $8 .22/HR $10 .40/HR
KODIAK T.M.S. $ 9 .50/HR $10 .00/HR
FAIRBANKS T.M.S. $ 8 .50/HR $10 .00/HR
ANCHORAGE T.M.S. $ 7 .50/HR $ 9.00/HR
ANCHORAGE LAIDLAW $8 .22/HR $ 9.75/HR



Before dec id ing to in t roduce HB 305, our Committee heard arguments th a t 
the re is no c o r r e la t io n  between wages paid to school bus d r iv e r s  and a 
good sa fe ty reco rd . However, the Anchorage School d i s t r i c t  has su f fe re d 
th ree s tuden t f a t a l i t i e s  in the l a s t  fo u r yea rs , in th ree separa te 
school bus acc id en ts . In each case, the c o n t ra c to r was T.M.S. 
(T ra n sp o r ta t io n & Marketing Systems).

The ope ra t io n o f a school bus is  viewed by many as noth ing more 
o i f f i c u l t  than d r i v in g  the fa m i ly  ca r . From a mechanical s ta ndpo in t 
t h i s  may be t r u e . However, from a s a fe ty s ta ndpo in t i t  is  no t . A much 
g re a te r le v e l o f p ro f i c ie n c y  must be requ ire d o f our school bus d r iv e r s 
than we re q u ire  from d r iv e r s  who do no t c a r ry passengers, l e t  alone a 
bus f u l l  o f c h i ld r e n .

In re c o g n i t io n  o f the g re a te r degree o f experience and p ro f ic ie n c y 
re q u i r e d , the le g is la t u r e  re c e n t l y  adopted measures to s u b s ta n t ia l l y  
inc rease the requ ired exper ience and t r a i n i n g  l eve l s f o r  school bus 
d r i v e r s . Whi l e t h i s  le g i s l a t i o n  imposed cons ide rab le costs on p o te n t ia l 
d r i v e r s , i t  d id no th ing to p ro te c t t h e i r  wages and th e re fo re helped to 
make bus d r i v in g  a s u b s ta n t ia l l y  less a t t r a c t i v e  jo b . The re s u l t in g  
inc rease in the tu rn o ve r ra te  among d r iv e r s  means wasted t r a i n i n g  
d o l l a r s , p o t e n t i a l l y  unsafe pressure on cu r re n t employees, and an 
o v e ra l l lower le v e l o f p ro f i c ie n c y .

In o rde r to c o r re c t e r ro rs in the cu r re n t ve rs ion o f HB 305, I prepared 
two amendments f o r  you r c o n s id e ra t io n . The f i r s t  would c o r re c t the 
e f f e c t i v e  date so th a t i t  reads September 1, 1988 ins tead o f September 
1, 1987. The second amendment c o r re c ts a d r a f t i n g  o ve rs ig h t so th a t the 
minimum wage requirements es ta b l is h e d under HB 305 apply to a l l school 
bus d r i v e r s , whether they a re paid by a school d i s t r i c t  o r through an 
independent c o n t ra c to r .

The House Labor and Commerce Committee be lieves th a t HB 305 reasonab ly 
and f a i r l y  addresses an im po r ta n t p u b l ic  sa fe ty issue . We support 
measures to inc rease the p ro f i c ie n c y  and experience leve l f o r  school bus 
d r iv e r s  and fee l s t ro n g ly th a t the bes t way to accomplish th a t goal and 
s t i l l  m a in ta in a pool o f q u a l i f i e d , experienced d r i v e r s , is to guarantee 
th a t they rece ive no less than a l i v a b l e  wage.
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H O U S E  C A L E H D X R : _________________

B I L L  H I 8 T 0 R Y . H O U S E  A C T I O N :
TUESDAY, APRIL 25_____________ f 1 9 8 9

___________________________________ H B  90

J a n u a r y  20, 1 9 8 9
H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 9 0  b y  D o n l e y ,  K o p o n e n  a n d  G r u e n b e r g ,  
e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e  
w a g e s  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ;  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
a n d  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s .

>7-anvuu r y _ 23, 19.9.9.
A  c o r r e c t i o n  w a s  m a d e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l :

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 0

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e

w a g e s  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
T h e  s p o n s o r  w a s  c h a n g e d  f r o m  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  D o n l e y ,  K o p o n e n  

a n d  G r u e n b e r g  ( p a g e  134) t o  t h e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e .

H B  90 i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

F e b r u a r y  8. 1 9 8 9

T h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d :

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 0

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e
w a g e s  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

a n  1 r e c o m m e n d s  i t  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
s u b s t i t u t e :

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 0  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )
( s a m e  t i t l e )

R e c o m m e n d i n g  d o  p a s s  (3): C a t o  ( C h a i r m a n ) ,  G r u s s e n d o r f ,
F o s t e r

N o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  (2): L e m a n ,  H u d s o n

A  f i s c a l  not?, b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  a z e r o  

f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  

F e b r u a r y  8, 1 9 8 9 «

H B  9 0  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e o .  

fla r.qh_2 .9 -,. 19,8,9
T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d :

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 0

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e  

w a g e s  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s ;  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  i t  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m i t t e e  

s u b s t i t u t e :

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  9 0  ( F i n a n c e )

( s a m e  t i t l e )

R e c o m m e n d i n g  d o  p a s s  (2): K o p o n e n ,  B a r n e s

R e c o m m e n d i n g  d o  n o t  p a s s  (1): S h u l t z
N o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  (o): L a r s o n  ( C o - c h a i r m a n ) ,  S w a c k h a m m e r ,

B r o w n ,  U l m e r ,  R i e g e r ,  W a l l i s



A  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  a 
p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  
p u b l i s h e d  F e b r u a r y  8, 1 9 8 9 ,  a p p l y  t o  C S H B  9 0 ( F i n ) .
H B  9 0  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  o n  
t h e  c a l e n d a r .



H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N :

F e b r u a r y  7, 198 9 ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
T h e  C a l e n d a r  ( H B  90) w a s  r e a d .
N u m b e r  0 2 0

R e p .  D o n l e y  b r i e f l y  d e s c r i b e d  H B  90. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
m a i n  g o a l  o f  H B  90 w a s  t o  s e t  a m i n i m u m  w a g e  r a t e  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h  c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l  b u s  d r i v e r s .  
S t a t i s t i c s  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  w h e n  w a g e s  a r e  l o w ,  s o  a r e  t h e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d r i v e r s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a u s i n g  a n  
i n c r e a s e  i n  a c c i d e n t s .  R e p .  D o n l e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  H B  9 0  w a s  

s i m i l a r  t o  a  b i l l  t h a t  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  l a s t  
s e s s i o n ,  H B  30 5 .  T h e  s p o n s o r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  b i l l s  i s  t h a t  H B  9 0  a d d s  t w o  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  H B  9 0  r e q u i r e s  r o u t i n e  s a f e t y  a n d  
m e c h a n i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  b u s e s ,  a n d  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u s  s a f e t y .  
N u m b e r  0 9 3

R e p .  G r u s s e n d o r f  a s k e d  i f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  s a f e t y  
i n s p e c t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t .

N u m b e r  0 9 9

R e p .  Donlev' s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  f u n d s  n e e d e d  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h e  r o u t i n e  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  e a c h  y e a r ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o t  h a d  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d o  t h e s e  i n s p e c t i o n s .

N u m b e r  1 0 1

R e p .  L e m a n  a s k e d  if a v o l u n t e e r  d r i v e r  w o u l d  n o w  n e e d  t o  
m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  H B  90. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  o f t e n  t i m e s  

p a r e n t s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  d r i v e  a g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  c e r t a i n  

s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s .  R e p .  D o n l e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  

d r i v e  s c h o o l  p u p i l s  t o  e x t r a  c u r r i c u l a r  e v e n t s  a r e  e x e m p t  

f r o m  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  d r i v e  a v a n .
N u m b e r  1 2 3

R e p .  C a t o  s t a t e d  t h a t  a v a n  w a s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a v e h i c l e  

c a r r y i n g  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  p a s s e n g e r s ,  a n d  a  s c h o o l  b u s  w a s  

c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a v e h i c l e  c a r r y i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  p a s s e n g e r s .  
R e p .  C a t o  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  r e v i e w e d  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  c l o s e l y  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t e s  

c l e a r l y  d e f i n e  a  s c h o o l  b u s  a s  a  v e h i c l e  t h a t  i s  p a i n t e d  

y e l l o w  a n d  b l a c k  w i t h  w a r n i n g  l i g h t s  a n d  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  

c a r r y i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  p a s s e n g e r s .
N u m b e r  1 4 4

R e p .  D o n l e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  a n  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  H B  9 0 .  
N u m b e r  1 5 1

R e p .  G r u s s e n d o r f  m o v e d  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1. R e p .  C a t o  a s k e d  if 

t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n s .  H e a r i n g  n o n e ,  i t  w a s  s o  

o r d e r e d .  ( L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f e r e n c e  L i b r a r y ,  H o u s e  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  M i n u t e s  F i l e  0 2 / 0 7 / 8 9 ,  F i l e  #1.) 

N u m b e r  1 6 6

R e p .  D o n l e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a n y  R u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  A t t e n d a n c e  

A r e a  h a d  a n  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t ,  t h a t  H B  9 0  w o u l d  n o t  r e q u i r e  

t h e m  cct c h a n g e  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t .  T h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  t o



m e e t  t h e  n e w  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  H B  9 0  w h e n  t h e y  
r e n e g o t i a t e d  a n e w  c o n t r a c t .
N u m b e r  1 7 0

R e p .  L e m a n  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  
l a b o r  w o r k e r s  w h o  w e r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a m i n i m u m  w a g e  r a t e .  
N u m b e r  17 4

Re p .  D o n l e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  
h e  w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a t  t h i s  t i m e .
N u m b e r  2 0 6

R e p .  C a t o  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a d o p t  t h e  C S  f o r  H B  90. R e p .  C a t o  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  

w e r e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n s .  H e a r i n g  n o n e ,  i t  w a s  s o  o r d e r e d .

R e p .  F o s t e r  m o v e d  t h a t  t h e  C S  f o r  H B  9 0  b e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  

t h e  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  R e p .  C a t o  a s k e d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  

o b j e c t i o n s .  H e a r i n g  n o n e ,  i t  w a s  s o  o r d e r e d .
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