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BY REP. BROWN, U lm er ,  F i n k e l s t e i n ,  Koponen, M .D a v i s ,  E l l i s ,  B o ye r ,  Kub ina ,
N a v a r r e ,  C o l l i n s ,  G o l l ,  Menard , Jacko

1 IN THE HOUSF.

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 479

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  a w a r d s  p r o g r a m  t o  r e c o g n i z e

7 w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  e f f o r t s  i n  s c h o o l

8 d i s t r i c t s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

9 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. The l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t

11 (1) w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a nd  r e c y c l i n g  m u s t  b e  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  p a r t  o f

12 a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s o l i d  w a s t e  managemen t  e f f o r t ;

13 (2) t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e

14 l a r g e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a nd  f u t u r e  b e h a v i o r  o f  c o n s u m e r s  i n  t h e

15 s t a t e ;  a n d
16 (3) w h i l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a nd

17 r e c y c l i n g  e x i s t ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  a r e

18 aw a r e  o f  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
19 * S e c .  2. AS 46.11 i s  amended  by a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

20 S ec .  46 .11 .070.  REDUCTION AND RECYCLING AWARDS PROGRAM. (a) I n

21 c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f

22 E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a n d

23 r e c y c l i n g  aw a r d s  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l

24 C o n s e r v a t i o n  may a n n u a l l y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d i n g ,  aw a r d  g r a n t s

25 o f  up  t o  $10,000 e a c h - t o  f e m 1 o r  f g j r e ^ . s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n

26 o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e d u c e  a nd  r e c y c l e  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  a dm i n i s -

27 t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  c l a s s r o o m s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  c a f e t e r i a s ,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e

28 o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .
29 (b) The D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  s h a l l ,  on

-  H B 0 4 7 9 A  - 1 -  HB 479



1 request, provide technical assistance to school districts concerning

2 their opportunities to reduce and recycle wastes.

3 (c) The Department of Environmental Conservation shall adopt

4 regulations to implement the awards program. For purposes of evaluat-

5 ing school waste reduction and recycling programs, the department may

6 group school districts according to geographical location, student

7 population, distance tc recycling markets, or other criteria con-

8 sidered appropriate by the department.

9 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

H b  479 -2- H B 0 4 7 9 A



Alaska State Legislature
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

Official Business

TO:

FROM

DATE

SUBJ

Senator Paul Fischer
Senate Health, Education, and Social Services

P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Representative Kay Browr 

April 28, 1990 

HB 479 - School District Recycling Recognition Awards

Thank you for scheduling HB 479, legislation that would establish an 
awards program to recognize waste reduction and recycling efforts by 
Alaska school districts.

This legislation would establish a school waste reduction and recycling 
awards program. On April 2nd, the House of Representatives passed 
HB 4-79, with strong support. As you may know, HB 479 is one part of 
the so-called WRRAP (Waste Reduction, Recycling and Planning) 
package of legislation.

Under HB 479, the Department of Environmental Conservation would, 
in consultation with the Commissioner of Education, develop an 
awards program to recognize waste reduction and recycling efforts in 
the state's schools grades kindergarten though high school. As part of 
the program, DEC would develop guidelines for school waste reduction 
and recycling programs and provide technical assistance upon request 
concerning opportunities to reduce and recycle waste generated in 
administrative offices, classrooms, laboratories, cafeterias, and 
maintenance operations. In evaluating school waste reduction and 
recycling programs, DEC may group schools according to geographic 
location, student population, distance to recyclable markets, or other 
appropriate criteria. Subject to available funding, the HB 479 calls for 
annual recognition awards (a maximum of $10,000) to be made to 
school districts to recognize exemplary waste reduction and recycling 
efforts.

In trying to develop a comprehensive program to encourage greater 
waste reduction and recycling, it is clear that Alaska's youth will play a 
key role in the success or failure of this effort. The school awards 
program that would be established by HB 479 offers an effective, low- 
cost means of providing both an appropriate incentive as well as 
practical experience to young Alaskans regarding waste reduction and 
recycling.

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this legislation is appreciated.



4 / 3 0 / 9 0  

R e p .  K a y  B r o w n

H O U S E  B I L L  4 7 9

A n  act establishing a n  a w a r d s  p r o g r a m  to r e c o g n i z e  w a s t e  reduction 

a n d  recycling efforts in s c h o o l  districts; a n d  providing for a n  

effective date.

A T T A C H M E N T S :

1. H B  4 7 9

2. S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s

3. D E C  Fiscal N o t e

4. C & R A  Fiscal N o t e

5. S t a t e m e n t s  in s u p p o r t  of the legislation

6. " W a s t e - N o t - W a s h i n g t o n  Act" information

7. E m p i r e  article. 2/7/90

8. H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  minutes, 3 / 1 2 / 9 0

9. H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  minutes, 3/8/90

10. H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  Affairs C o m m i t t e e ,  2 / 2 0 / 9 0



3/7/9°
Rep. K ay B row n

H B  4 7 9  - S c h o o l  District R e c y c l i n g  R e c o g n i t i o n  A w a r d s

S e c t i o n  1. Findings that public e d u c a t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  for the 

s u c c e s s  of a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  solid w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  effort.

S e c t i o n  2. A m e n d s  current statutes to a d d  n e w  section ( A S

4 6 . 1 1 . 0 7 0 )  to provide that, subject to available funding, the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  ( D E C ) ,  will a w a r d  u p  to 

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y  to u p  to four s c h o o l s  in recognition of their w a s t e

reduction a n d  recycling efforts. H B  4 7 9  provides that D E C  m a y  take

g e o g r a p h i c a l  location, s t u d e n t  population, a n d  d i s t a n c e  to recycling 

m a r k e t s ,  a m o n g  other criteria, into consideration in m a k i n g  a w a r d s .  

This is subject to available funding. U p o n  request, D E C  will provide 

technical a s s i s t a n c e  to s c h o o l  districts with their w a s t e  reduction 

a n d  recycling efforts.

S e c t i o n  3. I m m e d i a t e  effective date.

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S
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REQUEST: ___________________________________ ______________________________ _
Revision Date: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Agency Affected: Environ . Conservation

STATE OF ALASKA bill version: HB479___________

Title: A n Act estab lishing an  aw ard s p rog ram BRU: Env ironm en ta l Q uality
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Sponsor Rep. Brown Components: E nv ironm en ta l Q uality
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0
LAND&STRUCTURES p,o 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
GRANTS .CLAIMS 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0
MISCELLANEOUS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0

-
| CAPITAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

| REVENUE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUNDING: (Thousands o f  Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
OTHER 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0 40.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART-TIME 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TEMPORARY 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

SEE ATTACHED

Prepared by: J e f f  M ach_____________________________________________P ho n e : 465-2671
Division: E nv ironm en ta l Q uality D ate : 2/15/90

Approved by Commissioner: £ZoO  !&/) Date: 2 / / ^
Agency: E nv ironm en ta l Conservation/ j

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office o f M anagement and Budget
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H o u s e  B i l l  479 
2 / 7 / 9 0  V e r s i o n

S e c t i o n  1 w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  1

S e c t i o n  2

S e c t i o n  2 r e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a w a r d s  p r o g r a m  f o r  w a s t e  
r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  in t h e  s c h o o l s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  it 
r e q u i r e s  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  
c o n c e r n i n g  w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  a n d  r e c y c l i n g  e f f o r t s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
w i l l  r e q u i r e  $ 4 0 . 0  t o  f u n d  t h e  a w a r d  p r o g r a m .  W e  w i l l  d r a f t  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h i n  o u r  e x i s t i n g  
o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t .

P o s i t i o n _______100 200 3 00 400 500 600 700___________ T o t a l

G r a n t s ,  C l a i m s  

T O T A L S

4 0 . 0

4 0 . 0

$ 4 0 . 0

$ 4 0 . 0
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H e r e  are s o m e  of the c o m m e n t s  that w e  h a v e  received o n  the W R R A P  

legislation:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e s e  b i l l s . . .

T h e r e s a  Scott,

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

T h e  H o u s e  b i l l s  4 7 8  t o  4 8 1  s o u n d  p r o m i s i n g  a s  a  s t a r t  t o w a r d  m o r e  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  u s e  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  

w a s t e  r e d u c t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n t r o d u c e d  in  t h e  s c h o o l s . . . .

M a r y  G r i s w o l d

K a c h e m a k  Heritage L a n d  Trust 

H o m e r ,  A l a s k a

T h a n k s  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d  f o r  e n c o u r a g i n g  c o m m o n  s e n s e  e f f o r t s  w i t h  

r e c y c l i n g  a n d  s o l v i n g  o u r  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m s .  L o c a l  

i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  c r i t i c a l  f o r  l o n g  t e r m  s u c c e s s .  H o u s e  

B i l l s  4 7 8  a n d  4 7 9  a d d r e s s  t h i s . . . .

D a l e  Miller 

Ke t c hikan, A l a s k a

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  W R R A P  A c t  a n d  H o u s e  B i l l s  4 7 8 ,4 7 9 ,4 8 0 ,  a n d  

4 8 1 .

L i n d a  J o r d a n  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P l e a s e  p a s s  t h e s e  b i l l .  I s u p p o r t  a l l  e f f o r t s  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  a n d  

m i n i m i z i n g  p a c k a g i n g .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  w o r k .

L e e  B e r g l u n d  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  p a r t  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  P l e a s e  

c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  s t a t e w i d e  a t t e n t i o n  o n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s s u e s "

S h a r o n  W h y t a l  

Fairbanks, A l a s k a

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  H B  4 7 8 ,  4 7 9 ,  4 8 0 ,  a n d  4 8 1  . . . . R e c y c l i n g  i s  a  s m a l l  

m e a s u r e  w e  c a n  t a k e  n o v / ,  t o w a r d  c r e a t i n g  a  h e a l t h i e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  

f o r  o u r  f u t u r e . . . .

H e a t h e r  J o h n s o n  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a



I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  H B 4 7 8  t h r o u g h  H B 4 8 1  w h i c h  b e g i n s  t o  a d d r e s s  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  a t  t h e  r o o t . . . . A l a s k a  i s  

p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  a n d  r e - u s e  o f  o u r  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s .

N a n c y  Hillstrand 

H o m e r ,  A i a s k a

I a m  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  W R R A P  A c t  i n c l u d i n g  H o u s e  B i l l s  4 7 8 ,  4 7 9 ,  4 8 0  

a n d  4 8 1 .

R e n e e  L a w s  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

. . .B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  K E N A I P E N IN S U L A  

B O R O U G H . . .T h a t  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  s u p p o r t s  a n d  a p p l a u d s  

t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  o f  

s o l i d  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  u r g e s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i l l s  

i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  'W R R A P  A c t ' .

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  A s s e m b l y  

Kenai, A l a s k a

L W V A K , T H E R E F O R E ,  m e e t i n g  in  C o n v e n t i o n  in  S i t k a  o n  A p r i l  8 , 1 9 9 0 ,  

a d o p t e d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e  L W V A K 's  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  

a c t i o n s  a n d  t o  u r g e  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p a s s  t h e  (H B  

4 7 8 -4 8 1 )  b i l l s .

L e a g u e  of W o m e n  V oters of A l a s k a  

Sitka, A l a s k a

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

r e c y c l i n g  b i l l s :  H B 4 7 8 ,  H B 4 7 9 ,  H B 4 8 0 ,  H B 4 8 1 . . .

J i m  Miller 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
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August 1989

F o c u s
THE WASTE NOT WASHINGTON ACT

The 1989 W ash ing to n  L eg is la tu re  passed  ESHB 1671, a com prehen sive  so lid  w a s te  bill that w ill 
b rin g  abo u t s ign ific an t changes in th e  w ay  W ash in g to n  c itizens h and le  th e ir garbage. T he bill calls 

_/or w a s te  re d u c tio n  and  so u rce  se p a ra tio n  to  b ecom e  th e  fu nd am en ta l s tra teg ie s  o f so lid  w a s te  
m an ag em en t a n d  e s tab lish e s an  agg re ss iv e  s ta te  goa l to  ach ieve a fifty p e rc en t recycling  ra te  by  
1995. Local g o v e rnm en ts  w ill p lay  a v e ry  im p o r ta n t ro le  in m ee ting  th is goal b y  in c lud ing  w aste  
redu c tio n  a n d  recyc ling  e lem en ts in  th e ir  c om p re h en s iv e  so lid  w as te  m an ag em en t plans. O th e r key 
p ro v is io n s o f th e  b ill a re  o u tlin e d  below .
F und in g  fo r th e  ac tiv itie s  u n d e r  th e  bill w ill b e  p ro v id e d  p artly  th rough  a su rc h a rg e  o f one p ercen t 
on  so lid  w a s te  co llection . A  fam ily  se ttin g  o u t o n e  g a rb ag e  can p e r  w eek  w ill p a y  a m ax im um  o f 96< 
p e r year. T ho se  w ith  tw o  cans o r m o re  p e r  w e ek  w ill p ay  u p  to  $1.44 p e r year. C oun tie s m ay also 
im po se  a fee on  co llec tion  se rv ices in u n in c o rp o ra te d  a reas to  p ay  for so lid  w a s te  p lan n ing  and  
adm in is tra tio n  expenses.

W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e c y c l i n g :  E l e m e n t s  o f  L o c a l  P l a n s  __________
Local g o v e rnm en ts  h av e  been  re qu ired  to  p r e p a re  so lid  w aste  m an ag em en t p la n s  d e ta iling  h ow  
th ey  w ill m an ag e  th e ir  g a rb ag e  since  th e  e a r ly  1970s. N ow , cities and  coun ties w ill b e  requ ired  to 
in c lu d e  w a s te  re d u c tio n  an d  recycling  e lem en ts  in  th e ir  so lid  w a s te  m an ag em en t p lan s w ritten  
acco rd in g  to g u id e lin e s  d ev e lo p ed  by  th e  D ep a r tm en t o f  Ecology. C u rb s id e  collec tion  of recyclab le 
m a te ria ls  w ill likely  b e re q u ired  in  m ost u rb a n  a re a s  o f th e  state . T he p lan s  m u s t a lso  add re ss 
collec tion  o f  recyclab les in  ru ra l areas, m o n ito r in g  o f collection a t n on re s id en tia l sites, and  collection 
o f y a rd  w astes.

W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  E d u c a t i o n ________________________________________
A  com p reh en s iv e  s ta tew id e  p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  p ro g ram  to encou rag e  w a s te  redu c tion , sou rce  
sep ara tio n , and  recyc ling  w ill b e  d ev e lo p ed  b y  th e  D ep a rtm en t o f Ecology. Local g ov e rnm en ts  m u st 
a lso  con d u c t ed u ca tio n a l p ro g ram s to in fo rm  re s id e n ts  how  to redu ce  an d  recyc le  th e ir  w astes. T he 
D ep a rtm en t w ill p ro v id e  g ran ts  to  local g o v e rn m en ts  to  assist w ith  th e ir e d u ca tio n a l efforts.

W a s t e  C o m p o s i t i o n / R e c y c l i n g  S u r v e y _______________________________________________
T he  D ep a r tm en t o f  Eco logy w ill conduc t a  y e a r ly  w as te  com position  and  recycling  su rv ey  to track  
th e  p ro g re ss  to w a rd  m ee tin g  w a s te  re d u c tio n  a n d  recycling goals. W ash ing to n  w a s  o n e  of th e  first 
s ta te s  in  th e  n a tio n  to con d u c t w a s te  s tre am  an a ly s is  a n d  w ill con tinue  to  lead  th e  w ay  in th is  regard .

C o l l e c t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  R e c y c l a b l e s _________________________________________________
The.b ill c larifies u n d e r  w h a t c ircum stan ces a city, county, o r th e  U tilities a n d  T ran sp o rta tio n  
C om m iss ion  h as th e  au th o ri ty  to  a r ra n g e  fo r th e  collection o f recyclab le m ateria ls. H au le rs regu la ted  
by th e  UTC w ill b e  re q u ired  to  u se  ra te  s t ru c tu re s  w h ich  en cou rag e  w aste  red u c tio n  and  recycling.

S t a t e  A g e n c y  W a s t e  R e d u c t i o n  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  _
S ta te  g o v e rnm en t w ill p u t a d d itio n a l em p h a s is  o n  its ow n  w as te  redu c tion  a n d  recycling p ro g ram  
to  e n su re  th a t all em p lo yees h av e  th e o p p o r tu n i ty  to p a rtic ip a te  in w as te  redu c tion  an d  recycling  at 
w ork . S ta te  agenc ies m u s t a lso  in crease th e ir  u s e  o f recycled p a p e r  p ro d u c ts  b y  50 percen t.

S c h o o l  R e c y c l i n g ______________________________________________________________________________
Pub lic  schoo ls w ill b e  re qu ired  to im p lem en t w a s te  redu c tion  and  recycling p ro g ram s  acco rd ing  to 
g u id e lin es  d ev e lo p ed  b y  th e  D epartm en t. S choo ls w ill be p rov id ed  w ith  an in cen tiv e  to m ax im ize 
w as te  re d u c tio n  a n d  recyc ling  th ro u g h  a n ew  aw a rd s  p rog ram . T ltree aw a rd s  o f $10,000 w ill be 
g iv en  each  y e a r  to  p ub lic  schoo ls in th e  state .
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Recycling bills rapped up
^Oi9V<ii2

Yisv- ~v;

S p o n s o r s  s e e k  w a y s  t o  

a l l e v i a t e  t r a s h  p r o b l e m : :

.** ' •» r.r \ ' ;S j * "? '■’T • r

I

'* y,y;oU;9‘r • {*•] . ‘Ii»^p-.-;:vvrv«T; ■„;• £ '}, 

By LARRY PERSILY:;Viri :•.% • • J * v  -••• -
TH E  A l iO C lA T E D  P H E M  •S  -V* -

H ouse D em ocrats in troduced a  p a ck ag e  o f bills to­
day  to  p rom ote recyclin g  and safe  d is p o s ^  o f A laska’s 
trash .V Y  : i ;  r»-<

i«  ̂ “ We need to change society’s behav io r reg a rd in g  
g a rb a g e ,"  sa id  Rep. K ay Brown, D -A nchorage an d  ' 

.one o f the  b ills’ sponsors. »>; < • •• i / - t m-
.. T he sponsors sa id  p roblem s stem m in g  from  Alas-’ 
k a 's  grow ing p ile  of g a rb ag e  a re  not lim ited  to  any  
one a re a  o f the s ta te . r .

"F a irb a n k s  is  fac ing  the m ost im m ed ia te  c ris is  in 
te rm s  o f landfill sh o rtag e ,”  Brown said .

M an y  ru ra l com m unities lack approved  dum ps and  
res id en ts  a re  forced to use illegal s ite s , sa id  R ep. 

-F ra n  U lm er, D -Juneau. . <
T he s ta te  D e p artm en t o f E n v iron m en tal C onserva­

tion sa y s  it could cost m ore than  $100 m illion to cor-, 
re c t ali o f  the; illegal and  unsafe du m ps around  the  

lira- i i  ’ P l M i a t u m t o  R ecycle , P ag *  8

L a w m a k e r s  t r y  t o  p r o v e  

p o l i t i c s ,  m u s i c  c a n  m i x

THE A S S O C IA T E D  P H E M

T h ree  law m ak ers  got dow n, got funky and go t news 
co verag e  tod ay  w hen they pe rfo rm ed  a ra p  song to 
prom ote  leg islation  they  introduced .in  the s ta te  House 
of R epresen ta tives;

W ord th a t the  tr io  would sing a  song w ritten  by 
Rep. K ay Brow n o f A nchorage a ttra c te d  n e a rly  ev ery  
re p o rte r  and  c a m e ra  crew  in  the Capitol, w h ere  new s 
conferencet on rou tine  bill in troductions often  a re  ig ­
nored.

The leg islation  they  prom oted  is called  th e  W aste 
Reduction, R ecycling and P lann in g  A ct -  the 
W RRAP A ct fo r short.

Prov ing  th a t  they  w ere  inexperienced  ra p  sin gers . 
Brown an d  fellow D em ocra tic  R eps. F ran  U lm er o f 
Ju n eau  an d  David F inkels te in  of A nchorage s a t  a t  a  
tab le  to perfo rm  the  song. Singing a  cap pella , they 
kept a b e a t by rap p ing  th e ir hands on the tab le .
-  The song , which tells o f th e  need fo r m o re  recycl- 

PIm m  tu r n  to  R ap , Pafi* *
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C o n tin u e d  f ro m  P a g o  1
state, Brown said.
• "Alaska doesn’t have a choice," Ulmer said.

Mandatory recycling doesn’t make sense for Alas­
ka because of the sta te ’s immense size and diversity, 
Ulmer said.

Instead, the focus of the bills includes promotion of 
recycling efforts, public education on the hazards of 
waste disposal, and loans for garbage dumps, she 
said.

Each of the four bills have up to a dozen House 
Democrats as co-sponsors.

One of the bills calls for the state to provide grants 
to schools for recycling programs. The measure does 
not provide any money for grants, but Ulmer and 
Brown said they hope lawmakers will agree to fund

the grants if the incentive program in House Bill 479 is 
adopted.

A second bill would provide planning and technical- 
aid grants to communities for recycling, garbage dis­
posal and pollution control.

R a p • • •
C o n tin u e d  fro m  P a g e  1

ing, included the following verses:
"G arbage running over 
"landfills shutting  dow n 
"W here to  put th e  garbage 
"from  vlllagep jn u  iew ns?

"deduce It, reuse It 
"Recycle It again.
"G arbage Is a resource 
"so  let us now  begin."
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