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BY UEHLING, KELLY, HALFORD,
FAIKS, FRANK, PEARCE, COGHILL, 
FISCHER, JONES, ZHAROFF AND RODEY

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

deve lop e n t ,  and product io n  w i t h i n  the

A r c t i c  N at io n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge.

8 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the United  S t a t e s  Congress has r e s e r v e d  the  r i g h t  to  permit

10 f u r t h e r  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  deve lopment ,  and product io n  w i t h i n  the

11 c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  the  A r c t i c  N at io n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge ,  Alaska;  and

12 WHEREAS the o i l  i n d u s t r y ,  the s t a t e ,  and the United  S t a t e s  Department

13 o f  the  I n t e r i o r  c o n s id e r  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  th e  re fuge  t o  have the

14 h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  very  la r g e  o i l  and gas accumulations  on

15 the  c o n t in e n t  of  North America; and

16 WHEREAS a d e c i s i o n  to  permit  o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  deve lopment ,  and

17 product io n  on the  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  the r e fuge  would i n c r e a s e  th e  v a l u e  and

18 f a c i l i t a t e  the  development o f  h i g h l y  promis ing  s ta te -ow ned  t i d e l a n d  and

19 f ed er a l ly -o w n ed  o u t e r - c o n t i n e n t a l - s h e l f  land o f f s h o r e  o f  the r e fu g e ;  and

20 WHEREAS the  f a c i l i t i e s  th a t  are deve loped to  t r a n sp o r t  petroleum

21 re so u rc e s  d i s c o v e r e d  on the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  the  r e fuge  to  the  Trans-Alaska

22 P i p e l i n e  System may a l lo w  marginal  d i s c o v e r i e s  l o c a t e d  between the  re fu ge

23 and the  p i p e l i n e  to be deve loped  and produced,  and may pro long  th e  economic

24 l i f e  o f  the p i p e l i n e ;  and

25 WHEREAS o i l  and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  and development o f  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n

26 o f  the  r e fuge  and adjacent  land could  r e s u l t  i n  major d i s c o v e r i e s  that

27 would reduce the n a t i o n ' s  f u tu r e  needs f o r  imported o i l ,  he lp  balance  the

28 n a t i o n ' s  trade  d e f i c i t ,  and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  the  n a t i o n ' s  s e c u r i t y ;

29 and
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1 WHEREAS 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  the  19 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a cres  o f  t h e  r e fu g e  have a lready

2 been s e t  a s id e  as w i l d e r n e s s ;  and

3 WHEREAS the 1 , 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 - a c r e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  f:he r e fu g e  comprises  on ly

4 e ig h t  percent  of  the r e f u g e ,  and the development o f  the o i l  and gas r e -

5 s e r v e s  i n  the  r e f u g e ' s  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  would a f f e c t  an even  s m a l l er  per -

6 centage o f  the  refuge ;

7 BE IT RESOLVED by the  Alaska S t a te  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the  Congress o f

8 the United S t a t e s  i s  urged to  open the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  th e  A r c t i c  N a t io n a l

9 W i l d l i f e  Refuge,  Alaska,  to  env ironm enta l ly  r e s p o n s i b l e  o i l  and gas e xp lo -

10 r a t i o n ,  development,  and product ion .

11 COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sen t  t o  the  Honorable Manuel Lujan,

12 J r . , Secretary o f  the I n t e r i o r ;  the Honorable J.  Bennet t  Johnston,  Chairman

13 o f  the  Senate Committee on Energy and Natural  Resources;  Morris K. U d a l l ,

14 Chairman o f  the House Committee on I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  and to  the

15 Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S .  Senators ,  and

16 the Honorable Don Young, U.S.  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  members o f  the Alaska d e l eg a -

17 t i o n  i n  Congress .
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Trotting out familiar symbols: M u s k  oxen in Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

ENV IRO NM EN T

A d v e r s a r ie s  in  th e  A r c t ic
H e a d i n g  off drilling in t h e  last great w i l d e r n e s s

O nce again, th e  lines have been drawn 
in the ice of the Alaskan tundra. The 
issue is fam iliar, in essence if not in 

detail: a hundred-m ile s trip  of coast in the 
Arctic N ational Wildlife Refuge, which 
may hold as m uch as 3.5 billion barrels of 
oil. The adversaries have met before: the 
nation’s leading conservation groups, 
which w ant the a rea  preserved for wildlife, 
and the  oil industry, which is pushing 
to open it for exploratory drilling. The 
symbols are the conventional ones: musk 
oxen, wolves, sea birds, the  shaggy herds of 
caribou, versus the  drum  roll of "national 
security," evoking the great freeways of 
democracy lying a t  the mercy of foreign oil 
suppliers. About 20 years ago, substan tia l­
ly the sam e argum ent was fought over drill­
ing a t Prudhoe Bay, 60 miles to the  west; 
the victor is apparen t in th e  photographs of 
tank  farms, effluent pits and trash  dumps 
th a t the N atu ra l Resources Defense Coun­
cil offers as evidence of the fu tu re of the 
Arctic regions where oil lies below ice.

But if the issue is old, it is being fought 
th is year in a  different context. The hypoth­
esized greenhouse effect, a  potentially cat­
astrophic global w arm ing owing to a build­
up of carbon dioxide in the atm osphere, has 
given environm ental groups a  potent new 
weapon. B urning oil contributes to global 
warm ing by adding carbon dioxide to the 
atm osphere. So the issue is no longer as 
sim ple as the value of oil versus the ab­
strac t benefits of a herd of caribou th a t

most people will never see. Instead, the 
environm ental m ovement is urging th a t 
drilling be put off pendinga"national ener­
gy policy,” one which, presumably, would 
call for using less energy, especially fossil 
fuels. "We can ’t say we have to do some­
th ing about global w arm ing and continue 
to combust fossil fuel a t the sam e level,” 
says Ja y  D. H air, president of th e  N ational 
Wildlife Federation. Given th e  obstacles to 
uniting  the nation behind any such policy, 
the caribou’s great-grandchildren may 
well be around for the debate.

The issue poses an early  test of President 
George Bush’s claim  to environm ental cre-

SOVIET % ' t ^ r J ^ ^ ‘B ed u f6 r iS e d ^
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dentials and promises a bruising fight in 
Congress. In 1980,19 million acres of Alas­
kan wilderness were se t aside to  create the 
wildlife refuge. But th e  fate of the  coastal 
plain was left undecided un til the In terio r 
D epartm ent could determ ine the chances 
of finding oil and ex tracting  it safely. In 
1986 the departm ent urged full-scale ex­
ploration and leasing on the  1.5 million- 
acre tract. Congress narrowly defeated 
th a t proposal last y ea r and will tak e  it up 
again in th is session, but environm ental­
ists hope to head off a  vote. They have asked 
Bush and In terior Secretary M anuel Lujan 
to se t aside the 1986 report and study the 
issue again. They were not reassured by 
Bush’s budget message, which urged devel­
opm ent of areas w here oil and gas "can be 
tapped safely"; he identified the A laskan 
refuge as one of the most promising. Yet 
even 3.5 billion barrels of oil—if it has th a t 
m uch—is barely a six-month supply for the 
United States.

"Safety” is a relative te rm  in these de­
bates. Both sides cite the example of P rud­
hoe Bay. To Joseph Lastelic, a spokesman 
for the American Petroleum  Institu te, the 
case isclear: "We haven 't harm ed the wild­
life a t  Prudhoe. None of the terrib le things 
they predicted came true." He is correct, to 
the extent th a t the re  hasn’t  been a ca ta­
strophic pipeline rup tu re  o r tan k er acci­
dent. W hat there has been, say environ­
m ental groups th a t have studied Prudhoe 

j Bay, is a continuing, subtle degradation of 
the Arctic ecology, a spreading blight of 
industrialization, a ir  and w ater pollution 
over several hundred square miles of one of 
the last g reat wildernesses in America. The 
coastal plain is a vital calving area  of the 
Porcupine (River) herd of approxim ately 
180,000 caribou, which the N ational Wild­
life Federation calls "one of the most spec­
tacu lar wildlife phenom ena in North 

i America.” Musk oxen, extinct in Alaska 
since the la te  1800s, were recently rein tro­
duced and the refuge now supports a  herd 
of 500. The federation w ants more studies 
on w hether the anim als could thrive amid 
the bustle of tractors and d rill rigs th a t oil 
exploration entails.

Haln forest: In any case, environm ental­
ists still hope th a t they can convince Bush 
of w hat they see as the idiocy of drilling in 
one of the most rem ote and beautiful places 
in America while relaxing fuel-efficiency 
standards on cars. Some, like Colorado Sen. 
Tim W irth, even link the issue with the 
most fashionable environm ental cause of 
th e  moment, destruction of the tropical 
ra in  forest. At Lujan’s confirmation hear­
ing he pointed to the inconsistency of 
dem anding th a t Brazil stop burning its for­
ests while we put the Arctic up for grabs. 
Alaska is our Amazon, our Serengeti: w hat 
kind of example will we se t for the  rest of 
the world?

M a ry  H a g e r  in Washinfitan
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Senator R ick Uehling
Downtown, Elmendorf, Northeast Anchorage

Date: F e b r u a r y  28, 1989

M E M O R A N D U M

From:

S e n a t o r  J o h n e  B i n kl ey 
M e m b e r s  of. t h e

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g  # 
Co-Chairman, S ena te F f p ^ j ^ e

, S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  
on F i n a n c e

Subject: S J R  28, r e l a t i n g  t o  oil and gas exploration, 
d e v e l o p m e n t  and p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  A r c t i c  
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
International Trade & Tourism Committee 

State Affairs Committee

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  28 w i l l  r e a f f i r m  t h e  A l a s k a  
L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  s t r o n g  s u ppor t of P r e s i d e n t  B u s h ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to 
see A N W R ' s  C o a stal P l a i n  o p e n e d  t o  oil a n d  gas activity.

D i s c o v e r y  of oil c o u l d  m e a n  a t r e m e n d o u s  b o o s t  to the A l a s k a  
economy. E v e n  t h e  p r e - l e a s e  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  
g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e  for t h e  state and jobs and e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  for 
A l a s k a  w o r k e r s  a n d  businesses.

D a n g e r o u s l y  h i g h  U.S. oil import levels m a n d a t e  an a g g r e s s i v e  
d o m e s t i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  policy. A N W R ' s  Coastal P l a i n  is w i d e l y  
r e g a r d e d  as A m e r i c a ' s  best c hance to find v e r y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
of c r u d e  oil.

T h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of the I n t e r i o r  c o n d u c t e d  one of t h e  m o s t  
r i g o r o u s  s eries o f  e n v ir onmental studi es on t h e  C o a s t a l  P l a i n  and 
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  oil and gas a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
i mpact t h e  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s  of the area.

R U / m a

at t a c h m e n t s

P.O. BOX V, JUNEAU, AK 99811 (907) 465-4821 3111 ST. #515, ANCHORAGE, AK 99503 (907) 561-7613



A t t a c h m e n t s

A. R e f e r e n c e  Map of N o r t h e r n  A l a s k a
(Source: Coastal P l a i n  R e s o u r c e  Assessment)

B. S u m m a r y  o f  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  R e p o r t  and 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s / F i n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t

C. T e x t  of R e m a r k s  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  at Anchorage, 
F e b r u a r y  22, 1989

D. E x c e r p t  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h’s A d d r e s s  to Congress, 
F e b r u a r y  9, 1989
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S U M M A R Y

ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, ALASKA, COASTAL PLAIN RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 
Report and Recommendation to the Congress/Final Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

APRIL 1987
Prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey and 

the Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
TYPE OF ACTION

Recommendation fo r legislative action concerning 
future management of the 1 .5-milllon-acre coastal plain of 
the 19-million-acre Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (referred to 
herein as the “ 1002 area"), located in northear.tem Alaska.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION
The Secretary of the Interior recommends to  the 

Congress o f the United States that it enact legislation 
directing the Secretary to conduct an orderly oil and gas 
leasing program for the 1002 area at such pace and In 
su ch  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a s  he d e te rm ines w ill avo id  
unnecessary adverse effect on the environment.

The 1002 area is the Nation's best single opportunity 
;o increase significantly domestic oil production. It is rated 
by g e o lo g is ts  a s  th e  m ost o u ts tand ing  pe tro leum  
exploration.target in the onshore United States. Data from 
nearby wells in the Prudhoe Bay area and in the Canadian 
B eau fo rt Sea  and  M acken zie  De lta , com bined with 
promising seismic data gathered on the 1002 area, indicate 
ex ten s ion s  o f p roduc ing  trends and o th er geo log ic  
•-onditions exceptionally favorable fo r discovery of one or 
more supergiant fields (larger than 500 million barrels).

There is a 19-percen t chance that economically 
recoverable oil occurs on the 1002 area. The average of all 
estimates of cond itiona l econom ica lly  recove rab le  oil 
resources (the "mean") is 3 .2 billion barrels. Based on this 
estimate, 1002 area production by the year 2005 could 
provide 4  percent of total U.S. demand; provide 0 percent 
of U.S. production (about 660,000 barrels/day); and reduce 
imports by nearly 9 percent. This production could provide 
net national economic benefits o f $79.4 billion, including 
Federal revenues of $38.0 billion.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
Potentia l impacts were assessed  fo r exploration, 

development drilling, and production. Impacts predicted for 
exploration and development drilling were minor or negligible 
on all wildlife resources on the 1002 area. Production of oil 
is expected to directly affect on ly 12 ,650 acres o r 0.8 
percent o f the 1002 area. Consequences on species such 
as brov.- i bears, snow geese, wolves, m oose, and the 
Central Arctic caribou herd are expected to be negligible, 
minor, o r moderate.

Potential major effects on wildlife from production are 
limited fo the Porcupine caribou herd and reintroduced 
muskoxen. "M ajor biological ,fects“ were defined as: 
“widespread, long-term change in habitat availability or 
quality which would likely modify natural abundance or 
distribution of species. Modification will persist at least as 
long as modifying influences exist.*

T he  Po rcup ine  caribou herd has shown som e 
preference for calving on the 1002 area Including the upper 
Jago River area (84,000 acres o r 5.4 percent of the 1002 
area). A potential consequence would be displacement of 
portions o f the herd seeking to calve In the upper Jago 
River a re a -th e  case only if the area were the site of a 
major producing oil field. It is unlikely, though possible, 
that such displacement would resu lt In any appreciable 
decline in herd size.

The potential effects of oil and gas activities on the 
area's muskoxen are unknown, although biologists predict 
that major effects could be: (1) substantial displacement
from currently used habitat and (2) a slowing of the herd’s 
growth rate, as distinguished from a diminution in herd size.

Potential effects on Native subsistence fall into two 
categories: the village of Kaktovik and villages outside the 
1002 area, In the case of Kaktovik, a major restriction o f 
subsistence activities could occur. This would likely result 
from the physical changes proximate to Kaktovik which 
could interfere with traditional activities. Subsistence effects 
on v illages ou tside the 1002 area, including those  in 
Canada, are expected to be minimal.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION
Alternatives for the Congress that were discussed in 

the report and legislative environmental impact statement 
include: (1) Authorize leasing limited to a part of the 1002 
area based on environmental considerations (Alternative B); 
(2) authorize further exploration only, including exploratory 
drilling (Alternative C ); (3) continue current refuge status 
with no further oil and gas activity allowed (Alternative D); 
and (4 ) designate the area as wilderness (Alternative E). 
For purposes of environmental Impact statement analysis. 
Alternative D is considered the “no action" alternative.

CONTACTS 
Noreen Clough 202-343-4313
Division of Refuges 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
18th and C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240
Oswald Girard 703-640-4428
Deputy Assistant Director for Engineering Geology 
U.S. Geological Survey M.S. 109 
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston, Virginia 22092

Robert Schrott 202-653-2263
Division of Geology and Mineral Resources 
Bureau of Land Management 
10th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240

S U M M A R Y  VII
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O f f i c e  o f  th e  P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y

E M B A R G O E D  T O R  R E L E A S E  
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W E D N E S D A Y , F E B R U A R Y  22

TEXT OF REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT ANCHORAGE WELCOME

Hangar #1 
Elmendorf A^B 

Anchorngu, Alias

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

I  am p l e a s e d  to  have t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  however b r i e f ,  t o  apeak 
here  a t  Elmendorf ,  to  members o f  our Armed Forces  and t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s ,  and to  the p e o p l e  o f  A i a s k * .

I a l s o  want to  wish  a b e l a t e d  but n e v e r t h e l e s s  happy b i r th d a y  t o  
A la s k a ,  t h i s  "great  l a n d ,"  What you hava a c c o m p l i sh ed  i n  your  
t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  s t a t e h o o d  i s  som ethihg a l l  A laskans  can be proud 
of.

Elmendorf has lon g  se r v e d  as  the d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  for  P r e s i d e n t s  
er. r o u t e  t o  the Far E a s t .  As I maka my f i r s t  journey  t o  As ia  as  
P r e s i d e n t ,  I am e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  tjo draw on your support  ar.d 
your good w i s h e s .

My o n l y  r e g r e t  i s  t h a t  I w i l l  not  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e  
A laska  in  a l l  i t s  g l o r y .  A f t e r  a l l #  t h e r e ’ s  n o th in g  q u i t e  l ir;e  
the  "Fur Rondy."

I know t h a t  i t  has been a b i t t e r  w i n t e r  —  even  by Alaskan  
s t a n d a r d s .  As one Alaskan put I t ,  ‘' I t ' s  no t  too  bad a t  
f o r t y - f i v e  be low,  but  s i x t y  be lcw  t a k e s  i t  o u t  o f  you ."

Out from what I ’ve heard ,  any b a t t l e  between Alaskans  and the  
e lem en to  i s  no c o n t e s t !  t h e  c o l d  i s  no match f o r  the  v i b r a n t  
s e n s e  o f  community c h a t  a l l  Alaskanu s h a r e .  We o f t e n  th in k  o f  
f r o n t i e r  v a l u e s  as  b e i n g  summed up in  th e  phrase  "rugged 
i n d i v i d u a l i s m . "  Now, I ’m sure  AlaHkans p o s s e s s  p l e n t y  o f  bo th .  
But the r e a l  f r o n t i e r  c r e e d ,  a s  a l l  o f  you know, in  community.  
T h a t ' s  the  k e y .  Whether i t ’ s the  Alaskan n a t i v e ,  or  the  f a m i l i e s  
whose f o r e b e a r s  came here  g e n e r a t i o n s  ago ,  or  the  l a s t - a r r i v i n g  
newcomer from the "lower f o r t y - e i g h t ," you s tan d  ready v.o welcome  
a l l  i n t o  the fam i ly  c f  A la s k a n s .

Adverue c o n d i t i o n s  b r in g  o u t  the  bft6t in A l a s k a n s .  when the  
temperatu re  drops," you c l o s e  ranna# p u l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and p i t c h  i n .  
T h a t ’ s the American 9 p i r i t  nt  i t 6  b e s t ,  and i t  Ls an i n s p i r a t i o n  
t o  us a l l .

In  t h e  nindn o f  mo6t Americana,  A lask a  l s  our I n s t  f r o n t i e r  - -  
v a s t ,  untamed, w i th  p l e n t y  or  room xor  o p p o r t u n i t y  and optimism  
At th e  same t im e ,  Alaska  I s  a v i t a l  nource o f  energy  fo r  the  
n a t i o n  as  a whole .

A l a s k a ’ s  abundant r e s o u r c e s  —  in a l l  t h e i r  d i v e r s i t y  — are  a 
sac re d  t r u s t .  I am c o n v in c ed  tnao our n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  can ba 
d e v e lo p ed  w i t h o u t  s p o i l i n g  our env iron m ent .  The plan to  open the  
c o a s t a l  p l a i n  o f  the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge m ee t 9 t h e s e  
twin o b j e c t i v e s .  As a b us ine ssm an ,  X know t h a t  we can and must 
d e v e l o p  our energy r e s o u r c e s  fo r  t h e  sake  o f  economic



d e ve lop m e n t ,
end r e s p e c t  fo r  t h i s  c o u n t r y ' u  u n p a r a l i
c o u l d  never  support  deve lopment  t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  adequate  
uafequarda  to r  land and w i l d l i f e .

A la s k a ,  s o  r i c h  in r e s o u r c e s ,  a l s o  s e r i e s  as  t h e  American gateway  
to  A s i a .  Let me speak f o r  n moment abfcut what 1 hope to  a c h i e v e  
on my t r i p  to  the Far E a s t .  I am here]  on my way to Japan for  the  
f u n e r a l  o f  the l a t e  Emperor; i t  was hojre --- a t  Hangar 5 a t  
Elmendorf - -  t h a t  he became the f i r s t  emperor i n  J a p a n ' s  long  
h i s t o r y  t o  s e t  f o o t  o u t s i d e  h i s  h o m e l ^ d ,  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  ago .

A laskans  unders tand tha t  America i s  ad( much a P a c i f i c  n a t i o n  as  
I t  i s  an A t l a n t i c  one and th a t  t h e  ( P a c i f i c  r e g io n  i s  o f  g r e a t  
*nd growing imports'tnce in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  The t im in g  o f  
my t r i p  i s  d i c t a t e d  by t h e  p a s s i n g  o f ' t n e  Japanese  Emperor, to  
whom I and o th e r  he-ada o f  government: W i l l  pay our f i n a l  r e s p e c t s .  
I t  i s ,  a s  w e l l ,  a measure o f  our r e s p i c t  for  a v a lued  a l l y  and 
f e l l o w  democracy sh a t  I make t h i s  t r i o .  In China - -  a n a t io n  
whose path I have long  found tase i .natj .ng - -  I hope t o  b u i l d  on 
the f r i e n d l y ,  s t a b l e  and enduring r e l a t i o n s h i p  tha t  now e x i s t s .
In Korea,  I ’ i l  meet w i th  l e a d e r s  o f  a 1n a t i o n  t h a t  i s  r a p i d ly  
j o i n i n g  the ranks o f  th e  w o r l d ’ s  f i r s t - t i e r  ec o n o m ie s ,  and one 
where d e m o c r a t ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are. g a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  each d ay .  At 
eac h  s t o p ,  I aim t o  s t r e n g t h e n  key rejlar ion9h ips  w i t h  our f r i e n d s  
and p a r t n e r s  in t h e  P a c i f i c  r e g i o n .

F i n a l l y ,  a word o f  thanks  to  the Alriifen and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  who 
s e r v e  here  a t  Elmendorf ,  and tne a o l c j i e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  who 
a r e  here  today from "Fort P.ich." Your s e r v i c e  and s a c r i f i c e  
d e s e r v e  spe c ia l ,  n o t i c e .  Your duty i s  demanding,  but  the reward 
13  g r e a t :  th e  r e s p e c t  and g r a t i t u d e  -'of your c o u n t r y .

I
And make no m is take  about th e  importance o f  your t a s k .  A l a s k a ’ s 
s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  — a t  the p o i n t  wSere th e  Far East-., the  
Kactcrn  Hemisphere and the A r c ;  1 I s  p r o o f  enough t h a t  the
m i s s i o n s  you perform hero a r e  v i t a l  £0 our  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .I
You are  the  forward edge o f  our n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  We r e l y  on you 
t o  keep the  watch,  to  ho ld  th e  l i n e . I

’/our  d e d i c a t i o n ,  your v i g i l a n c e ,  youfc s e n s e  o f  d u ty  h e lp  our 
n a t i o n  remain s a f e  and s e c u r e .  As yfcur Com m ander- in -ch ie f ,  a s  a 
v e t e r a n  who se rve d  proudly  in  Atm-rioa's Armed F o r c e s ,  X. s a l u t e  
you.  fleBt a s s u r e d  t h a t  I w i l l  do e v e r y t h i n g  In my power to sea  
t h a t  the United S t a t e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o s p e r ,  and remains f r e e  and 
at  peace . ;

rv#«
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In some cases, the gulls and oceans ofl cur shcies hold the promise of oil and 
reserves which can make our Nation mere secure and less dependent on lorelgngas reserves which can make our Nation mere secure and less 

oil. When thosa with the most promise can bo tapped safely, as with much of the 
Alaska National Wildlife Refuge, we should proceed. But we must use caution and we 

•‘mu3t respect tho environment. *
So tonight I am calling for the indefinite postponement of three lease sales which 

have raised troubling questions—two o(! tho ccast of California, and one which could 
threaten the Everglades in Florida.

Action on those three lease sales will await the conclusions of a special task force 
set up to measure the potential for environmental damage.

I am directing lha Attorney General and Ihe Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to use every tool at their disposal lo speed and toughen tho 
enforcement of our laws against toxic waste dumpers. I want faster cleanups and 
tougher enforcement cf penalties against polluters.

In addition to caring for our future, we must care for those around us. A decent 
society shows compassion for the young, the elderly, the vulnerable, and the poor.

Our first obligation Is tc the most vulnerable—infants, poor mothers, children living 
in poverty—and my proposed budget recognizes this. I ask for full funding of medic­
aid—an increase of over S3 billion—and an expansion of the program to include 
coverage of pregnant women who are near the poverty line.

I believe we should help working families cope with the burden of child care.
Our help should be aimed ut those who need It most—low-income families with 

young children. I support a new child care tax credit that will aim our efforts at exactly 
those families—without discriminating against mothers who choose to stay at home.

Now, I know there are competing proposals. But remember this: The overwhelming 
majority of all preschool child care Is now provided by relatives and neighbors, church­
es, and community groups. Families who choose these options should remain eligible 
for help. Parents should nave choice.

And for those children who are unwanted or abused, or whose parents are 
deceased, we should encourage adoption. I propose to re-enact the tax deduction for 
adoption expenses, and to double It to S3.00C. Lei us make it easier for thosa kids who 
have parents who love them.

We have a moral contract with our senior citizens. In this budget. Social Security Is 
fully funded, including a full cost-of living adjustment We must nonor our contract.

We must care about those in "the shadows of life." and I, like many Americans, 
am deeply troubled by the plight of tho homeless. The causes of homelossness are 
many, the history Is long, but the moral Imperative to act Is clear.

Thanks to the deep well of generosity in this great land, many organizations 
already contribute. But we In Government cannot stand on the sidelines. In my budget.
I ask for greater support for emergency food and abettor, for health services and 
measures to prevent substance abuse, and for clinics for the mentally ill—and I




