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BY  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY R E Q U E S T  (For T h e  H e a l t h  C are Cost 
C o n t a i n m e n t  T a s k  Force)

$

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 46

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the H e a l t h  C a r e  Cos t  Con-

6 t a i n m e n t  T a s k  Force.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

8 W H E R E A S  t he F i r s t  S e s s i o n  of  the S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

9 r e s o i v e d  to d e t e r m i n e  ways to c o n t a i n  o r  r e d u c e  the i n c r e a s i n g  cost of

10 g r o u p  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  to the s t a t e  a n d  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s ;  and

11 W H E R E A S  t he t ask force e s t a b l i s h e d  for this p u r p o s e  in 1989 b y  Legis-

12 lative R e s o l v e  No. 8 has m a d e  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  in a c h i e v i n g  s a v i n g s  an d

13 h e a l t h  car e  cost red u c t i o n s ;  and

14 W H E R E A S  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  hav e  r e s u l t e d  in

15 (1) $ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  of r e f u n d s  to the s t ate for f i s c a l  y e a r  1939;

16 (2) i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of cost c o n t a i n m e n t  m e a s u r e s  i n  the state's

17 h e a l t h  p l a n s  that w i l l  r e duce cost i n c r e a s e s  by $ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  in  fiscal y e a r

18 1990 a nd $ 7 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  in  the y e ars ahead;

19 (3) r e d u c t i o n  in  the a m o u n t  of the h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m  for

20 the s t a t e ' s  a c t i v e  e m p l o y e e s  f r o m  $ 4 3 1 . 7 2  to $ 3 8 5 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h  p e r  employee

21 that is g u a r a n t e e d  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y  1, 1991; and

22 (4) a $9 r e d u c t i o n  in  the a m o u n t  of t h e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m

23 for the s t a t e ' s  retirees, to $244 p e r  retiree, that is a l s o  g u a r a n t e e d

24 u n t i l  F e b r u a r y  1, 1991, a n d  r e s u l t i n g  in  a s a v i n g  to the s t a t e ' s  p e n s i o n

25 funds of $ 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ;  and

26 W H E R E A S  the t ask force is i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  that h ave

27 p o t e n t i a l  for l o n g - t e r m  c o n trol of m e d i c a l  a nd h e a l t h  car e  cost inflation,

28 p r i n c i p a l l y  t h r o u g h  i n s u r a n c e  p o o l i n g ,  s e l f - i n s u r a n c e  o p t i o n s ,  h e a l t h  care

29 p u r c h a s i n g  g r o ups, a n d  p r o v i d e r  p a y m e n t  s c h e d u l e s ;  and
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1 W H E R E A S  p e n d i n g  f e d e r a l  a nd state l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y

2 shift a d d i t i o n a l  h e a l t h  costs to t he state; a nd

3 W H E R E A S  the tas k  f o rce is s c h e d u l e d  to t e r m i n a t e  J a n u a r y  31, 1990;

4 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the H e a l t h  Car e

5 Cost C o n t a i n m e n t  T a s k  F o r c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1989 by  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s o l v e

6 No. 8 s h all c o n t i n u e  the w o r k  d e s c r i b e d  in  its J a n u a r y  31, 1990, r e p o r t  to

7 the l e g i slature; a nd be it

8 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t he t a s k  force t e r m i n a t e s  on  F e b r u a r y  15, 1991;

9 and be it

10 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the t a s k  force s h all s u b m i t  a final report of

11 its findings, r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  a nd p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to the g o v e r n o r  a nd

12 the l e g i s l a t u r e  by  F e b r u a r y  15, 1991.
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TENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
ELEVENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
TWELFTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 

THIRTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FOURTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FIFTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
SIXTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE

RQ. BOX 210001 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99521 

(907)561-7612

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907)465-3822

Senator T im Kelly

February 23, 1990

MEMORANDUM

To: Senator Uehling, Co-chair 
Senate Finance Committee

From: Senator Kelly, Chair
Health Care Cost Containment 

Task Force

Re: SCR 46, Extending the work of the Health Care Cost Containment Task

Last session, Leg is la t ive  Resolve 8 established the Health Care Cost 
Containment Task Force to seek ways and means of reducing the sp ira ll ing  
costs of state employee health insurance. Membership on the Task Force 
is a blend of leg is la t ive , adm in is tra t ive , and public employee interests 
committed to find ing solutions. SCR 46 l is ts  many of the cost reducing 
successes that were e ither d i re c t ly  iden tif ied  or stimulated by the Task

While this l is t  is substantial, medical in f la t ion  in the long term w i l l  
soon overcome these gains and again continue the yea r ly  increases 
w ithou t fu r the r e f fo r ts  by the state to contro l them. The Task Force has 
determined several options that have potentia l fo r  addressing this 
problem. These options are insurance pooling, self-insurance, health care 
purchasing groups, and prov ider payment schedules among others. In each 
case, substantial work must be done to assess the re a l i t y  of potential 
cost contro l, the reasonableness of implementation, and the impact on the 
health care industry.

These kind of solutions are not l ik e ly  to be accomplished in a single 
session or budget cycle. It w i l l  take a longer term commitment. T h e T ask 
Force w i l l  seek a consensus of all parties involved w ith  health care cost 
and present a plan fo r  the next leg is la tu re and new adm in istration.

Force

Force




