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IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 531 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing certain labeling and identifica­

tion requirements for food products containing farmed 

salmon; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 17.20.040 is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(1 2 ) the food is a farmed salmon product, unless

(A) the product is labeled to identify the product as 

farmed fish raised o u t s L  a the state, if the product is sold in a 

packaged form; or

(B) the product is conspicuously identified as farmed 

fish raised outside the state, if the product is sold in an 

unpackaged form.

* Sec. 2. AS 17.20.370 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(14) "farmed salmon product" means a food product that 

contains salmon that is propagated, farmed, or cultivated in an 

aquatic farm; in this paragraph

(A) "aquatic farm" means a facility that grows, farms,
*

" o r  cultivates finfish in captivity or under positive control, but 

does not include a salmon hatchery that is owned by the state or 

that holds a salmon hatchery permit under AS 16.10.400;

(B) "positive control" has the meaning given in 

AS 16.40.199.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect August 1, 1990.
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This legislation would require restaurants that serve catfish, 
trout and other non-controversial species to reprint their menus. 
Supermarkets would be required to label products containing farmed 
finfish at fish counters, in advertisements and to relabel pre­
packaged products. Importers (usually brokers and distributors) 
also would be required to label products as they come into the 
state and are sold on the wholesale market.

Since the issue really is how to distinguish farmed salmon from 
Alaska's "wild,, catches, the best approach would be to limit the 
labeling requirements to farmed salmon. This approach would require 
the labeling, for instance, of farmed salmon purchased from B.C. 
and processed in Alaska to distinguish from "wild" salmon products.

Alaska cannot require the labeling of products in other areas, and 
since only a tiny fraction of our catch is sold in-state, the 
legislation would not influence 99 percent of sales. Yet, Alaska 
restaurants, supermarkets and distributors would be saddled with 
unnecessary requirements and expenses. By adopting amendments to 
limit the scope to farmed salmon, the legislation would still 
achieve its desired goal at a much lower cost and impact upon 
Alaska businesses.

Proposed Amendment: 

/Line 8 (title):

[FINFISH] salmon; and providing for an effective date." 

Line: 11:

t /
.<V S  the food s farmed [finfish] salmon product, unless

& Line 19:

(14) "farmed [FINFISH] salmon product" means a food product that 

Line 20:

contains [FINFISH] salmon that is propagated, farmed, or cultivated 
\^in an

Line 23:

or culti 
control, but

^7J or cultivates [FINFISH] salmon in captivity or under positive



fct>5 ’ ■/rr.vv:'

A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L o b b y ,  Inc.
*

P.O. Box 22151 Juneau, Alaska 99802 907-463-3366

AEL ISSUE P A P E R - S B  531 

ESTABLISHING CERTAIN LABELING A N D  IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

FOR FOOD PRODUCTS CONTAINING F A R M E D  FINFISH

The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports this legislation.

1 In Alaska, w e  are fortunate to have a vast supply of fresh seafood 

available to consumers. The finfish commercially harvested in our state and 

sold in our markets and restaurants grows in its natural habitat. The 

product is thus not only fresh but lives in clean waters and feeds in this 

natural environment.

* A n  increasing amount of finfish marketed in Alaska comes from farms 

outside the state. Because Alaskans are accustomed to buying a product 

they assume to be natural, they m a y  think they are purchasing fresh, ocean- 

grown fish w h e n  in fact the product is farmed. W e  believe it is the 

consumers’ right to k n o w  what it is they are getting w h e n  they purchase 

finfish at the store or in a restaurant. For this reason, w e  support this 

legislation which would require any farmed finfish product sold in Alaska be 

labeled as such. Further, it is important that these products be labeled as 

not being from Alaska so that consumers can continue to trust that any non­

labeled finfish they purchase is indeed a natural Alaskan product.

* M a n y  consumers prefer to purchase and eat naturally-grown rather than 

farmed finfish because the latter are fed food different from what would be 

available in the natural habitat and are often treated with chemicals and/or 

hormones to insure their survival and faster growth. For these Alaskans, it 

is important to k n o w  whether the finfish being sold is farmed or not.

* Because this legislation protects Alaskans' right to be informed consumers, 

w e  urge legislators to support it.

April 10, 1990 

Ellen Wolf 

Volunteer Lobbyist
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IN THE SENATE BY THE hABOR-^-GOMMERCe-GOMHI-TTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 531 (Wr&)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing certain labeling and identifica­

tion requirements for food products containing farmed 
âlwvoyi

f-i-nfich; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 17.20.040 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(12) the food is a farmed finfish product, unless

(A) the product is labeled to identify the product as 

farmed fish raised outside the state, if the product is sold in a 

packaged form; or

(B) the product is conspicuously identified as farmed 

fish raised outside the state, if the product is sold in an 

unpackaged form.

* Sec. 2. AS' 17.20.370 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
Salwov

(14) "farmed finfiah product" means a food product that 

contains finfish that is propagated, farmed, or cultivated in an 

aquatic farm; in this paragraph

(A) "aquatic farm" means a facility that grows, farms, 

or cultivates finfish in captivity or under positive control, but 

does not include a salmon hatchery that is owned by the state or 

that holds a salmon hatchery permit under AS 16.10.400;

(B) "positive control" has the meaning given in 

AS 16.40.199.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect August 1, 1990.
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