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The Finance Committee considered SB 511

«"An Act making special appropriations to the Department of Natural
Resources for reforestation; and providing for an effective date."

and recommended:
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[ ] attached amendment(s) (HB only)
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IN THE SENATE
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 511 (t™ xL)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations to the Depart—
ment of Natural Resources for reforestation; and
providing for an effective date.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this appropriation is to enable
the Department of Natural Resources to carry out 1its powers and duties
under AS 41.17, to respond to the need for a dependable supply of high
quality forest seedlings for land in the state, to rehabilitate the areas
devastated by the spruce bark beetle and by fire, to enable the State
Forest Nursery in Eagle River to supply seedlings to reclaim land currently
unreforested, including a substantial backlog of unreforested land, and to
continue and enhance forest research.

* Sec. 2. The sum of (ﬂ%OﬁﬁJVOTf is appropriated from the general fund
to the Department of Natural Resources, division of forestry, for capital
expenses incurred while engaged in reforestation.

* Sec. 3. Thesum of $€, 301 ,"W0 is appropriated from the general fund
to the Department of Natural Resources, state land reforestation fund
(AS 41.17.310).

* Sec. 4. The appropriation made by sec. 2 of this Act 1is for a capital

project and is subject to AS 37.25. 0.70.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 1990.



State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Johne Binkley
i N\
FROM: Senator BettyeJFahrenkamp
DATE: April 20, 1990
RE: Reforestation program funding for FY 91
The following figures would give the Division of Forestry a
barebones nursery staff, dependent upon inmate labor. This level
of funding is not what's required, but they can get by on a

phase-in basis.

Operation $950.0
Capital Improvement 1,000.0

Total $1,950.0



Senate &etfources Committee
Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp. Chairman

Senator Jay Kertlula. Vice Chairma..

gena%org)tlck EFllas?(n PO 50.\V
gnator Steve Fran
Senator Arfiss Sturgulcuski (907) 465-4907
Senator Fred Zharo
To: Senator Rick Uehlinj
Co-Chairman, SenatO inance Committee
From: Senator BETTmi»HR)ENKAMP
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee
Date: March 7, 1990
Re : Request for hearing SB 511, an Act making special capital

AND OPERATING APPROPRIATIONS TO THEDEPARTMENT OF NATURAL

Resources for reforestation.
I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST THAT THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE HEAR SB
511 AS SOON AS YOUR SCHEDULE PERMITS.

The bill would make special appropriations to DNR for reforestation

TO BEGIN ALLEVIATING A FIVE YEAR BACKLOG.

Enclosed is the backup material. Please feel free to call me if

YOU HAVE any questions.



EACH FY 91-FY96 EACH FY 97-0ON

NORTHERN REGION
fS,Sol

PERSONAL SERVICES $ico, oca- $93,316
3 FTE 2 FTE
PLANTING -940- ACRES/YEAR 500 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $139r5Q0- lot-, *00 $75,000
SUPPORT £'i.'i0 4,650 2.500
SCARIFICATION 49*0- ACRES/YEAR 500 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $153/-6Q0- //3, 6,00 $40,000
SUPPORT 6§78 9,600 2.500
DIRECT SEEDING -840- ACRES/YEAR 0
CONTRACTS $ 2A-T&&Q \tibto 0
SUPPORT 4,000 0
SEED 16W  -427-000 ' ,00° 0
REGEN.SURVEYS -1400 ACRES/YEAR 660 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $- 4 h (>00 $ 6,600
SUPPORT 0 3,300
TOTAL  $5-20T6-1-0 3f4, 4-S/ $223,216

SOUTHCENTRAL REGION

PERSONAL SERVICES $42721-0 $42,219
FTE- 1 FTE
9-10
PLANTING -2-67- ACRES/YEAR 52 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ -4-07-050 3750 $ 7,800
SUPPORT n 1,335 260
SCARIFICATION -446- ACRES/YEAR 115 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ 25,280 220 $ 9,200
SUPPORT 1,580 575
DIRECT SEEDING 55 ACRES/YEAR 55 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ 1,650 $ 1,650
SUPPORT 275 275
SEED -8-35- 1+ 0 825
REGEN.SURVEYS 390 ACRES/YEAR 390 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ 3,900 $ 3,900
SUPPORT 0 1,950

TOTAL $117,-1-44 S?/ 75" $ 68,654



SOUTHEAST

PERSONAL SERVICES

REGION

- 3—rTE*
*/

PLANTING -i*5- ACRES/YEAR 70 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $-18—TF5QF /3,750 $10,500
SUPPORT 625 350

SCARIFICATION 82 ACRES/YEAR 0
CONTRACTS $ 6,560 0
SUPPORT 410 0

PRESCRIBED BURN 150 ACRES/YEAR 50 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ 8,550 $ 2,850
SUPPORT 1,800 600

REGEN.SURVEYS 1100 ACRES/YEAR 1100 ACRES/YEAR
CONTRACTS $ 11,000 $11,000
SUPPORT 0 5,500

TOTAL $ #9, $ 73,019
NURSERY OPERATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICES $400,-960 A* 9 M 3 $488,960
I FTE 12 FTE

-W*©- DAYS SPOT HELP 1320 DAYS SPOT HELP
SUPPORT $3017500 P-17, *h?| $301,500
EQUIPMENT 30, 0-90- 3 5" 606 30,000
TOTAL $020, 4G0- $820,460

STATEWIDE SUMMARY

PERSONAL SERVICES $743-05-8 $666,714
-3r8- FTE 16 FTE

(y DAYS SPOT HELP 1320 DAYS SPOT HELP

CONTRACTS $-44-4 , 440 [ H-W $168,500

SUPPORT 32-5-775- 2%/, TrA 319,310

EQUIPMENT -3-07-WO % 5-,600 3C,000

SEED 12 .825 to, tH-0 825

ANNUAL TOTAL $1,556,098 $1,185,349

ONE TIME CAPITAL

IMPROVEMENTS TO EAGLE RIVER FACILITY

IMPROVEMENT BUDGET

$1,052,000
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K ENAI PENINSULA B OROWUGH
X 144 N. BINKLEY.» SOLDOTNA, ALASKA 99669
PHONE (907) 262-4441

POSITION PAPER
SB 511
REFORESTATION OF TIMBER DEVASTATE BY
SPRUCE BARK BEETLES OR FIRE
Presented by Marla Huss

The Kenai Peninsula Borough supports SB 511. Itisthe borough's position that
reforestation of timber harvested areas be an integral part of a forest
management program

SB 511, as introduced by the Senate Resources Committee addresses
reforestation of lands devastated by the spruce bark beetle and fire. Under the
current version of the bill, funds would be appropriated to DNR for capital
improvements at the greenhouse in Eagle River, as well as for operation of a
reforestation program in these areas.

As you are well aware, spruce bark beetle infestation in Cooper Landing on the
Kenai Peninsula is of epidemic proportions. The state owns approximately
6,000 acres in this region, with the remainder of the forest being under federal
management. Approximately 5,300 acres of the state land has been selected
by the borough, which includes almost all of the 2,000 acres of beetle infested
trees. The transfer of this land will most likely occur in the next few months. To
date, the timber on these lands has been managed by the State Division of
Forestry, with a number of timber harvest contracts in progress or complete.
Little to nothing has been done in these areas regarding planting for
reforestation due to a lack of funds in the state budget.

The borough requests that intent language be adopted making lands which
have previously been harvested by the state eligible for reforestation funds,
even ifthey have been transfered to a municipality.

The borough and the State Division of Forestry are currently working in a
cooperative relationship regarding management responsibility of timber
harvests of proposed firebreaks in Cooper Landing. It has been agreed that
management responsibilities for timber contracts and reforestation of these
firebreaks would remain with the state in the event that the transfer of selected
lands occurs during the project. If intent language were adopted making funds
available, some type of cooperative arrangement could be worked out.

DON GILMAN

MAYOR



LOWER Y UK ON Koyukuk
BARK BEETLE Nulato
INFESTATION

Galana

Kaltag

Grayling

Anvlk KEY
mBeetle-affected areas, 1986-88
S Doyon Ltd. Land
BVillage Corp. Land

Holy Croaa

22.7 miles

Compiled 1990 by Tanana Chiefs Conference, ™c.. Forestry Program, Fairbanks. Alaska



ALASKA FOREST REGENERATION CENTER

Program Description

Provide a dependable supply of high quality forest seedlings to
Alaska's landowners. Seedlings would be grown to meet the
requirements of AS 41.17; rehabilitate the areas devastated by the
spruce bark beetle; reclaim areas currently understocked on State

lands; and allow continued forest research. The existing nursery
program is severely understaffed, underfunded and ill-equipped to
meet the challenges that it now faces. This program would provide

for the growing of the needed seedlings and the reforestation of
State lands.

The projected distribution of the 1.6 million seedlings that would
be grown annually includes: 350,000 to the USDA-Forest Service;
50,000 for research; 417,200 for private landowners; and 782,800
(with planting funds) for State lands. By implementing this
budget, the legislature will be indicating its support for
professional treatment of State owned land and preclude the
necessity of forest managers having trees grown out-of-state.
Training would be provided to residents of cooperating communities
in the care and growing of seedlings.

On State lands the emphasis of this program is to generate
contracts for private sector field accomplishments that will
provide much needed stable job opportunities in rural areas. The

following would be accomplished by State Region (State land only):

DESCRIPTION NORTHERN SOUTHCENTRAL SOUTHEAST
REGION REGION REGION

A ¢ r e s 1008

Planted

Acres Seeded

Acres Site 1975

Preparation

A c r e s 1660 1100
Regeneration

Survey

Estimated
contracts to
issue



Spruce bark beetles are presently causing significant mortality on
nearly 200,000 acres around Southcentral and the Interior. A large
portion of these acres must be reforested using state-of-the-art
techniques if chey are to regain their productivity. The
investment in planting requires the use of high quality seedlings
with high survival potential. This program would meet that need.

AS 41.17.060(4) directs that "... if artificial planting is
required, silviculturally acceptable seedlings must first be
available for planting at an economically fair price in Alaska."”
This program would meet that need as quoted from Alaska's Forest
Resources and Practices Act.

The "State Forest Nursery" would become the "Alaska Regeneration
Center”. This name more correctly describes the facility resulting
from this programs role in forest land management - a role that
includes research, production, and training.

The following pages present the details of this program in tabular
form to enable better understanding.



ANNUAL STATISTICS

Seedlings produced = 1,600,000

State land treated = 2,085 acres (planted and seeded)
State land site prepared = 2478 acres

State land surveyed for regeneration = 3,150 acres
Seedlings available for non-state use = 817,200
Local residents trained at nursery = 6

Day labor - Days of employment generated = 1320
Amount of work contracted by State = $343,780.00

Reimbursement for seedlings (projected) = $122,580.00
per seedling)
Non-state lands reforested = 1,200 acres

Private sector employment enabled =41 (at minimum)



R ip

Alaska Regenerati
e

n Center requires the following funding
commitment by th |

0
Alaska Legislature:

MAN MONTHS TOTAL COSTS
Agronomist h i
(Center Manager)
Forest Technician
v (Research/Tree
Improvement)
Forest Technician
v (Assistant
Center Manager)
Forest Technician
11 (Center
Foreman)
Clerk/Admin)
Technicians)
6 ea *? 9 mons
Forest Technicians
/11 (Cooperator
Trainees)
6 ea @ 3 mens.
Day laborers (Spot
help)
1320 man days @
40.00 per day
TOTAL

Personal services

short funding

Usable personal
services funding
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Day
Labo
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Jan

SEASONAL POSITION DISTRIBUTION (Pos/Mths.)

Feb

6/6

6/6

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

6/6 6/6

6/6 6/6 6/6 6/6 6/6 6/6

28/ 12/ 40/
18 12 30

Sep Oct
6/6 6/6
121/6

Nov

Dec
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B UDGET
CATEGORY

Contractual
Services

FUNDIN
REQUIRED

$161,000.00

G

BREAKDOWN

Professional
Services

Communicatio
ns

Transportati
on

S t a t e
Equipment
Fleet

Printing
P ub l ic
Utilities

Minor Repair
a n d
Maintenance

DESCRIPTION

cone

P s

h er
propagation
materials,
audit/monito

r seedling
condition at
field sites,

a s s e s s
progeny
s it e s |
monitor seed
production
ar e a s ,
maintain
professional
currency.

$10,000.00
(Consultants
Cones)

$10,000.00
(Phones)

$25,000.00
(Shipping
Seedlings)

$15,000.00
(St ate
vehicle
charges)

$1,000.00
(brochures
handouts)

$60,000.00
(Electricity
Gas)
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o o
- O
« O
wn O

v~ B



Supplies
M aterials

and

$130,500.00

equipment

O t h e r
expenditures

O f f i c e
supplies

Agricultural
supplies

Household
a n d
Institutiona
1

Professional
a n d
Scientific

D a t a
process ing
supplies

O t h e r
operating
supplies

Repair and
Maintenance

(Specialized
equipment)

$10,000.00
(State Risk
Management)

$2,000.00

$10,000.00
(Fertilizer
a n d
fungicides)

$3,000.00
(Cleaning
agents)

$93,000.00
(G r it
medium, and
containers)

$1,500.00
(Software
and paper)

$15,000.00

(Shipping
boxes)

$6,000.00
(Strapping,
tray racks)



Projects

$1,052,000.0
0

W a t e r
monitoring
and delivery
Sy stem
improvements

Outdoor
portable
irrigation
system

Complete
fence around
growing yard

Complete
pole shed

Construct
t w 0
greenhouses
(completely
equipped
with power)

Construct
f i r e
warehouse
for SCR to
free up
Headshed for
use

equipment.
Upgrading of
outdated
equipment
over time.
Acquisition
of needed
communicatio
n s and
technical
equipment.

$20,000.00

$15,000.00

$12,000.00

$5,000.00

$800,000.00

$200,000.00



TRV

Regional offices require the

program targets:

following funding commitments

NORTHERN REGION

ey

Description Man Months Total Costs

Personal Services

Forester 1 (Delta 12
and Tok)
Forester 1 12

(Fairbanks)

Forest Technician 12
Il (Fairbanks)

2@ 6 mons.

Forest Technician 12

11 (Fairbanks)
1 012 mons.

Total Personal 48
services

Contracts for Field
work

Support for Region
Staff

TOTAL FOR NORTHERN REGION

$46,670.00

$46,000.00

$35,458.00

$35,458.00

$163,586.00

$345,900.00

$18,265.00

$527,751.00

to



Forester I
(Regional office)

Total Personal
Services

Contracts for field
work

Support for
Regional Staff

TOTAL FOR
SOUTHCENTRAL REGION

12 $42.219.00

12 $42.219.00
$61,280.00
$2.765.00

12 $106.264.00



SOUTHEAST REGION
Personal Services
Forester 1 (Juneau)

Total Personal
Services

Contracts for field
work

Support for
Regional Staff

TOTAL FOR SOUTHEAST
REGION

TOTAL STATEWIDE

$48,936.00

$48,936.00

$44,860.00

$2,835.00

$96,631.00

$622,964.00



Planting

Scarification

Acres

1008

1975

Breakdown

Contract costs
= 150.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
30.79 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

TOTAL PLANTING

Contract costs
= 80.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =

30.79 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

T O T A L
SCARIFICATION

Costs

$151,200.00

$31,036.00

$5,040.00

$187,276.00

$158,000.00

$60,810.00

$9,875.00

$228,685.00



Regeneration
survey

1660

Contract prep
and admin =

30.79 per acre

Seed costs =
15.00 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

TOTAL DIRECT
SEEDING

Contract costs
= 10.a0 per

acre

$20,629.00

$10,050.00

$3,350.00

$54,129.00

$16,600.00



Activity

Planting

Scarification

271

Breakdown
Contract costs
= 150.00 per

acre

Contract prep

and admin
costs = 44.77
per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

TOTAL PLANTING

contract costs
= 80.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
44.77 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

T O T A L
SCARIFICATION

$34,050.00

$10,163.00

$1,135.00

$45,348.00

$21,680.00

$12,133.00

$1,355.00

$35,168.00



Regeneration
surveys
TOTAL FOR

SOUTHCENTRAL
REGION

90k
Em m
390

e

rvflj

rr-KfW i -

Contract j
and admin
44.77 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

Seed costs =
15.00 per acre

TOTAL DIRECT
SEEDING

Contract costs
= 10-, 00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
44.77 per acre

T O T A L
REGENERATION
SURVEYS

$275.00

$825.00

$5,213.00

$3,900.00

$17,460.00

$107,089.00



Planting

Scarification

82

= 150.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
33.59 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

TOTAL PLANTING

Contract costs
= 80.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
33.59 per acre

Support costs
= 5.00 per
acre

T O T A L
SCARIFICATION

$18,750.00

$4,198.00

$625.00

$23,573.00

$6,560.00

$2,754.00

$410.00

$9,724.00



Regeneration
surveys

T 0 T A
STATEWIDE

1100

17

voncracc prep
and admin =
33.59 per acre

Support costs
= 12.00 per
acre

T O T A L
PRESCRIBED
FIRE

Contract costs
= 10.00 per
acre

Contract prep
and admin =
33.59 per acre

T O T A L
REGENERATION
SURVEYS

5,037.00

$1,800.00

$15,387.00

$11,000.00

$36,947.00

$47,947.00

$96,631.00

$741,521.00



After the first five (a) years of this program funding could be
reduced by $124,230.00 in services to be contracted for as the
State completes rehabilitation of "backlogged" areas due to earlier
harvest and fires. This would make an additional 230,000 seedlings
available for use on other lands and increase nursery revenues by
$34,500.00 at the same time.

The revenue from the sale of seedlings is based on a cost of $0.15
per seedling. This requires a change in the Department of Natural
Resource's fee schedule which was adopted by regulation a few years
ago.

Also worthy of note is the fact that the requirement to program a
short funding of personal services costs would be devastating to
this program - and likely many others as well.



OVERALL PROGRAM SUMMARY

BUDGET ITEM FUNDTING FUNUDTING additiohat.

REQUIRED PROPOSED FY90 £ uon d i n g
REQUIRED
Personal $753,851.00
. : : 96,500.00

C s $96, $657,351.00

Travel $10,000.00 $2,800.00 $7.200.00

Contractual $636,305.00 $172,700 $464 205.00

Commodities $141,375.00 $26,900.00 $114 475.00

Equipment $30,000.00 $1,500.00 $28,500.00

TOTAL $1,572,131.00 $300,400.00 $1,271,731.00

C a p i1 t al

5 roidets $1,052,000.00

GRAND TOTAT, $2,624.131.00 $300.400.00 $2.323.731.00

19
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RESOLUTION SERIAL NO

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BQROUSI SUPPORTING THE
ADOPTION OF SENATE BILL 511/ "AN ACT MAKING SPECIAL APPROPRIATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR REFORESTATION.1

WHEREAS/ the Forest Regeneration Center and tree planting program provide
for reforestation using proper tree seeds and seedling produced in Alaska; and

WHEREAS/ inproved capability for reforestation provides the opportunity
for forest harvests that improve habitat for moose in Southcentral and Interior
Alaska; and

WHEREAS/ healthy forests maintained through managed cycles of growth and
reforestation provide protection from accidental fire, a hazard that is ccrnnon
in unmanaged forests impacted by diseases or insects; and

WHEREAS, timely reforestation through the Forest Regeneration Center and
its associated programs provide healthy trees to protect soil, water, and air,
and maintain a healthy environment; and

WHEREAS, a commitment to sustained forestry through the Forest
Regeneration Center and its associated reforestation programs will provide jobs
for Alaskans now and iitproved forest resources for future generations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly
supports adoption of Senate B ill 511 "An act making special appropriations to
the Department of Natural Resources for reforestation.”

PASSED AND APPROVED this™ [ ™ 'y of -- 1990,

Attest:

Reso No 90-036
AM 90-097



Fairbanks North Star Borough

809 Pioneer Road Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

March 29, 1990

Honorable Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairperson
State Resources Committee

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Enclosed is a copy of Resolution No, 90-039,

recently

adopted by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly urging

the Alaska State Legislature to appropriate the
necessary for the Reforestation of Harvested and
Forest Areas in th” State.

Sincerely,

Mona Lisa
Municipal Borough Clerk

MLD/nb



By: Chizmar

Introduced: 03/22/90
Amended: 03/22/90
Adopted: 03/22/90

RESOLUTION NO. 90-039

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO
APPROPRIATE THE FUNDING NECESSARY FOR THE
REFORESTATION OF HARVESTED AND BURNED
FOREST AREAS IN THE STATE

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Constitution in Article V III,
Section 4 requires that" fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands, and
all other replenishable resources belonging to the State shall be
utilized, developed, and maintained on the sustained yield
principle, subject to preferences among the beneficial uses."”;

and

WHEREAS, immediate reforestation of harvested areas and
accessible burned areas increase the amount of timber which is

available on a sustained basis; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska State Legislature enacted The
Tanana Valley Forest Bill in 1983 which provided for the creation
of a State Land Reforestation Fund, and provided further that it
was the intent of the Legislature that no less than 25% of the
receipts from the sale of state timber and other forest products
be appropriated to this fund on an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, as of this date no funds have been
appropriated to this fund; and

WHEREAS, lack of adequate regeneration is beginning to
jeopardize the level at which the state can make timber available
for commercial cutting, and for fuel wood use, while complying
with the requirement to manage forest lands on a sustained use

basis; and



WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the
of forests after harvest in order to maintain a
productive forest land base capable of providing timber,
recreational opportunities, wildlife habitat, and other amenities

associated with coniferous forests; and

WHEREAS, reforestation of forest lands w ill provide
jobs in the Fairbanks area during the planting phase, and ensure
future jobs in management and harvest of the reforested lands;

and

WHEREAS, funding of the State Land Reforestation Fund
is particularly important to the successful management of the

Tanana Valley State Forest; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Board of Forestry unanimously
passed a resolution on January 30, 1990, supporting an
appropriation to fund reforestation efforts immediately and to
provide continued funding for reforestation as provided in the

Tanana Valley Forest Bill.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North
Star Borough Assembly respectfully requests the Alaska State
Legislature to fund the State Land Reforestation Fund as
established in AS 41.17.300 in accordance with the provisions of
AS 41.17.310 so as to provide for sound management of the State's
forest land resources, to replenish the dwindling forest

reserves, and to provide jobs in the Fairbanks area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State
Legislature is urged to enact SB 511 making special
appropriations to the Department of Natural Resources for

refoestation.

RESOLUTION NO. 90-039

Page

2 of ~
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution
shall be sent to the Honorable Steve Cowper, Governor, State of
Alaska, Lennie Gorsuch, Commissioner, Department of Natural
Resources, Bob Dick, State Forester, the Honorable John Binkley
and the Honorable Rick Uehling, Co-Chairs, Senate Finance
Committee, the Honorable Lyman Hoffman and the Honorable Ron
Larson, Co-Chairs, House Finance Committee, the Honorable Bettye
Fahrenkamp, Chairperson, Senate Resources Committee, the
Honorable C liff Davidson, and the Honorable Curt Menard, Co-
Chairs, House Resources Committee, and all nembers of the

Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 22ND DAY OF MARCH ,1990.

Presiding O fficer 17"

ATTEST:

Clgrk of the Assembly
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ALASKA FOREST

W hy Regenerate Forests?

Regeneration of Alaska's forests will provide jobs,
gncourage investmentby the forestindustry, sustain
aesthetic values of forestland, and may help diminish
global changes in climate. Existing programs forpro-
ducing and planting treesin Alaska are notsufficient to
regenerate forestscom pletely following harvesting,
burning,ordestruction by insects or disease. Recent
damage by the spruce bark beetle alone hasimpacted 1.9
million acres of forestland in Alaska. W ithoutsufficient
production of tree seedlings and a tree planting pro-
gram , state-owned forestland cannothbe managed for
high levels of sustained yields. Thus, timber sales m ust
becurtailed,and jobsand other benefitsderived from
healthy forests will dim inish.

W hat Can Be Done?

The Alaska Reforestation Council recommends an
expanded Forest Regeneration Centerat Eagle River,
Alaska,and acoordinated tree planting program in the
northern,southcentraland southeastern regions of the
state. Thiscommitmentwill produce high quality tree
seedlings to rehabilitate areas devastater. by insectsor
fire, reclaim state-owned forestland thatiscurrently
understocked, and supportapplied ".osearch to insure
successful reforestation. Projected benefitsinclude the
annual production of 1,600,000 tree seedlings. Approxi-
mately one-halfofthese will be planted on state land.
Theremainder will be sold to private land owners for
use in reforestation required by the ForestPractices Act,
O perational program s for site preparation and tree
planting in the variousregionsof Alaska are included in
the reforestation program. Approximately 70 percentof
the funds for this work will be allocated for contracts in
local com m unities.

How Should the Center Be Funded?

Much of Alaska's need forreforestation involves
land owned and managed by the state. Thus, the Alaska
Reforestation Councilrecommends thatGeneral Fund
appropriations be provided for the production of tree
seedlings atthe Forest Regeneration Center,and forsub-
sequentcontracts for planting trees. Currentlegislation
permitsuse ofa portion of the income obtained from
timbersaleson state-owned land tosupportreforesta-
tion. However,appropriations musthe made each year
for this purpose. In the shortterm, this investment will
provide reforestation on forestland owned by the state,

REGENERATION

CENTER

avoid thenecessity of buying seedlingsoutside of
Alaska,and provide training and jobs in reforestation in
cooperating com munities. In the long term, it will re-
generate Alaska's forestlands and provide sustained
yields of superiorquality trees for future generations in
the Great Land.

W hatis the Alaska Reforestation Council?

The Alaska Reforestation Councilisanon-profit
corporation organized in 1988 to: (1) improve forest
managementin Alaska, (2) promote the development
and useofhigh quality seedlings for reforestation, (3)
supportthe developmentofa treenursery system in
Alaska,and (4) promote a tree improvementprogram in
the state. Council membership includes individuals
with private businesses, conservation groups, N ative
corporations, state and federalagencies, the University
of Alaska,and the general public.

How Soon W ill the Center Be Operating?

Presentsupportisinsufficient tocontinue the
production of tree seedlings at the forestnursery in
Eagle River. Iffunding isprovided by the Alaska State
Legislature for FY 1991 to develop the Alaska Forest Re-
generation Center, the production of seedlingscould be
initiated im mediately. Capitalimprovements toen-
hance the production ofseedlings and contracts for
planting would begin in 1990; full production would
occur by 1993,

W hatAre the Costs?

An Alaska Forest Regeneration Centerrequires an
initial appropriation forcapital improvements atEagle
River, Alaska,and annualappropriations foroperations
toproduce tree seedlingsand carry outreforestation on
forest land owned by the state.

Capitalimprovementofcenter $1,052,000
(one-time only)
Annualoperationsatcenter $820,000
Annualexpenditures for
reforestation on state land:
Northern Region . 543,800
Southcentral Region 107,100
SOUtheast R egion s 90,100
1,561,000
TOTAL $2,613,000



The future of Alaska's forests
dependson investmentnow in the
Alaska ForestRegeneration Center
and areforestation program . These
forests will continue to provide in-
creased economic and social benefits
for Alaskans as projected declines in
petroleum production resultin de-
ceased revenue to the state. Benefits
range from jobsin the production and
processing ofwood products to

enhanced tourism associated with
recreation and wildlife values.

The Alaska Forest Regeneration
Centerwill produce genetically
superior trees for reforestation in areas
where treeshave been harvested,
burned,or killed by insects. Refores-
tation will increase sustained timber
yields, provide training and jobs for
youth,and enhance the scenicbeauty
of forestland. Inadditior, high levels

of sustained yields will permitex-
panded harvestoftimberon state

lands designated forwood produc-
tion .

Good stewardship of forestland
will benefit Alaskanswellinto the
future. Now isthe time to investin
reforestation forjobs today and for
sustained forestyields tomorrow. |
When the ol stopsflowing, the trees will
begrowing.

SUPPORT THE ALASKA FOREST REGENERATION CENTER



WHEN THEOIL STOPS HLOWN
THe TREES KEP GROWIN





