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Original sponsor(s)» SEN. FRANK, Coghill, Sturgulewski

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 492 (L&C)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the inspection standards for

7 boilers and pressure vessels."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:

10 Sec. 18.60.315. INSPECTION STANDARDS. The 1989 edition of the

11 National Board Inspection Code Manual for Boiler and Pressure Vessel

12 Inspectors constitutes the minimum boiler and pressure vesse? in-

13 spection standard of the state for boilers and pressure vessels after

14 they have received their initial inspection certificates from the

15 Department of Labor. The Department of Labor may adopt regulations

16 for the maximum practical implementation of the manual and may grant

17 an exception from a specific provision of the manual when the depart-

18 ment determines that the implementation of the provision would be

19 impractical.

SB0492b CSSB 492(L&C)
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S E A T  A

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h e a r i n g  SB 4 9 2 .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  t o  
a d o p t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  I n s p e c t i o n  C o d e  ( N B I C )  M a n u a l  f o r  
B o i l e r  a n d  P r e s s u r e  V e s s e l  I n s p e c t o r s .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  
C o d e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  " . . . m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  s u c h  b o i l e r s  
a n d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n t o  
s e r v i c e . . . "

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o n l y  o p e r a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r s  (ASME) c o d e ,  w h i c h  
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  r u l e s  o f  s a f e t y  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  d e s i g n ,  
f a b r i c a t i o n  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b o i l e r s  a n d  
p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s .  T h e s e  t w o  c o d e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  a n d  a l l o w  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  s a f e t y  i n s p e c t i o n  
p r o g r a m  b o t h  b e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  d o  
t h e  i m p a c t e d  i n d u s t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s ,  ARCO A l a s k a ,  F a i r b a n k s  
M u n i c i p a l  U t i l i t i e s  S y s t e m  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  P u l p  C o r p o r a t i o n .  
W i t h o u t  SB 4 9 2 ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  a d o p t  
t h e  n e w  c o d e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

119 N . Cushm an, Rm . 213 
Fairbanks, A laska 99701

White in Juneau 
P.O. B ox  V 

Juneau. A laska 9 9 8 II 
(907 ) 465-3709

Capitol Rm . 514 J e n n i e

Resources Committee 
Legislative Council t  

Special Committee on Banking &  
Econom ic Development

V IC E -C H A IR  
Com munity &  Regional 

Al'lairs Committee

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

RE :

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t o r  J o h n e  B i n k l e y ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e / C Q J W i p L t t e e

S e n a t o r

CS SB 4 9 2  / ’Ah '  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  b o i l e r s  a n d  p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s . "

DATE: M a r c h  1 2 ,  1 9 9 0



7 STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR
//

D EPA RTM EN T  OF LA BO R P.O. BOX 21149
JUNEAU, AlASKA 99802-1149
PHONE: (907) 465-2700

OFFICE O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R
FAX: (907) 465-2784

M arch 5 , 1 9 9 0

T h e  H o n o ra b le  D ick E lia son , C ha irm an  
L a b o r & C om m e rc e  C om m itte e  
A la s k a  S ta te  S e n a te  
P .O . B ox  V 
J u n e a u , A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r S e n a to r  E lia s o n :

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t h a s  re v iew ed  th e  d ra ft  c om m itte e  su b s t itu te  
fo r  S e n a t e  B ill 4 9 2  (L& C ), w hich  a d o p ts  th e  1 9 8 9  N a t io n a l 
B o a rd  In sp ec tion  C o d e  M anua l fo r  b o ile rs  a n d  p re s s u re  v e s s e ls .

W e  h a v e  w o rk e d  c lo s e ly  w ith th e  s p o n s o r  on  th is  b ill, an d  
su p p o rt it.

T h an k  you .

S in c e r e ly ,

E iie en  P la te  
S p e c ia l A s s is ta n t

EP:kh

07-G9’.H



M a r c h  2, 1990

S e n ator Steve Frank 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u  A K  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Frank:

I have h a d  the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  the L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for S e n a t e  Bill No. 492, T h e  o r i gina l 
S e nat e Bill 492 and the L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  
b o t h  addres s a p r e s e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  n e e d  for t h e  State of Alaska. 
T he o w ner s and user s of p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  and 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  all r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  for a d o p t i o n  
a n d  u s e  of the N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  I n s p e c t i o n  C o d e  M a n u a l  f o r  b o i l e r  
a nd p r e s s u r e  v e s s e l  inspectors. However, t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
p r o c e d u r e  has n o t  e x i s t e d  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  
of L a b o r  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  a d o p t  a p p l i c a b l e  p o r t i o n s  o r  all of 
t he N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  I n s p e c t i o n  Code. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for 
S enat e Bill No. 492 c l e a r l y  p a ves t h e  w a y  a n d  p r o v i d e s  the 
n e c e s s a r y  v e h i c l e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  n e e d s  t o  c o n t i n u e  to 
p e r f o r m  a v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of Alaska.

I h e a r t i l y  support t h e  L a b o r  a nd C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  
f o r  S e nate Bill No. 492 and c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
n e c e s s a r y  steps are c o m p l e t e d  a n d  f r u i t f u l  so as t o  a l l o w  t h e  
bill t o  b ecome a v e r y  u s e f u l  p i e c e  of l e g islation.

Sincerely,

M a ^ t y  M. L a n u m  
F airbanks M u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t i e s  S y s t e m  
Electric U t i l i t y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
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ALAS KA PULP CORPORATION
4600 SAWMILL CREEK ROAD 

SITKA. AK 99835-9801

The Honorable Richard Eliason
Alaska State Senate
Room 417, Capitol
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Eliason:
Some time ago, I spoke to you about urgent need for Alaska adopting a Uniform Boiler 
and Pressure Vessel Safety bill.
There is a good deal of interest statewide on this issue because of the arbitrary and 
constantly changing interpretation of the current law by the Department of Labor. As an 
example, Department of Labor has required proof testing on boilers and pressure vessels 
after even very minor repairs. This practice leads to premature leaking and is a step 
backwards as a safety practice. Boiler manufacturers, insurance underwriters, and the 
National Board disagree with the State’s implementation of this practice of proof testing.
The Municipality of Fairbanks Utilities is currently drafting a bill, and we understand that 
that bill will be forwarded fo the Legislature very shortly.
There is widespread support.around the State for this law change. Fundamentally, it would 
adopt National standards and implement a boiler and pressure vessel law similar to what 
is currently in use in most of the'other states. The current Alaska law was adopted in 1955, 
which was before the time when there was much in the way of pressure vessel or industrial 
application in the State.
In any event, we hope that you will be able to support the law revisions when the bill is 
drafted and gets to your committee.
Very truly yours,
ALASKA PULP CORPORATION

Franklin C. Roppel 
Executive Vice President
FCR:lc
cc: John Dapcevich
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