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T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of W i l d l i f  
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p u r s u i n g  c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e  o f  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  35 o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c h  laws.

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

N o n e

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADOmOHAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.

01-009 (Rbv. 3-88)
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R e f e r r e d :  R e so u rc e ? , and  F in a n c e

6 -2 1 0 1 A

BY SEN. FRANK, K elly , Fahrenkamp

IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 469 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the obstruction or hindrance of

lawful hunting, fishing, or trapping."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 16.05.790. OBSTRUCTION OR HINDRANCE OF LAWFUL HUNTING, 

FISHING, OR TRAPPING. (a) Except as provided in (e) of this section, 

a person may not intentionally obstrrct or hinder another person's 

lawful hunting, fishing, or trapping.

(b) For purposes of (a) of this section, "lawful" means

(1) in compliance with this title, regulations adopted 

under this title, and applicable federal statutes and regulations; and

(2) with the permission of the private landowner if the 

hunting, fishing, or trapping occurs on private land.

(c) A peace officer who has probable cause to believe that a 

person has violated this section may arrest or cite the person or 

order the person to desist.

(d) In a prosecution under this section, it is an affirmative 

defense that the person was lawfully entitled to obstruct or hinder 

the hunting, fishing, or trapping.

(e) This section does not apply to a commercial fisherman while 

engaged in a customary practice recognized in the commercial fishing 

industry.

(f) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemean­

or and is punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment

S B 046 9a  - 1 -  SB 469



for not more than 30 days, or both.

Sec. 16.05.791. CIVIL REMEDIES. (a) A person aggrieved by 

conduct or threatened conduct in violation of AS 16.05.790 may peti­

tion a superior court to enjoin the respondent from engaging in the 

conduct.

(b) A person aggrieved by a violation of AS 16.05.790 is en­

titled to recover general damages and special damages, including 

license and permit fees, travel costs, guide-outfitting fees, costs 

for special equipment and supplies, and other related expenses.

(c) A court may award punitive damages in addition to the dam­

ages set out in (b) of this section.

Sb 469 - 2 - SB 0469a
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D A T E M a r c h  21, 1990

S e n a t e  B i l l  469 w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  
o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  o r  
t r a p p i n g  - c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t .

H a r a s s m e n t  b y  a n t i - h u n t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o c c u r s  f r e q u e n t l y  in t h e  l o w e r  48 a n d  C a n a d a .  C u r r e n t l y  37 
s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g  h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t .

A s  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  in t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ’s, h a r a s s m e n t  is 
b e c o m i n g  a s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  h e r e  in A l a s k a  as w e l l .  T h i s  p a s t  
O c t o b e r  t h e  1989 S u b s i s t e n c e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  
R u r a l  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m  (RurAl CAP) a n d  t h e  
A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  f o c u s e d  o n  h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t  as 
a t h r e a t  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e  P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s  d u r i n g  f u r  s e a l  
h a r v e s t s  w a s  c i t e d  as a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h a r a s s m e n t  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  
a w a y  o f  l i f e  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  to 
c o n t i n u e .

S i m i l a r  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  in t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  s i n c e  1983. T w o  o f  t h o s e  b i l l s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  
b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  in 1983 a n d  1984 b u t  w e r e  v e t o e d ;  
h o w e v e r ,  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  r a i s e d  in p a s t  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  
a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  you.

I e n c o u r a g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  in 
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  v a l u e d  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  in A l a s k a  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  469. 
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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13 4c 5 H u n t e r  Harassment:

:i-.j A i a s x a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  has c o n t i n u a l l y  support^-: -.ha 
o.tssago of l e g i s l a t i o n  ■••'hich w i l l  pr:t-;ct i n d i v i d u a l s  ; -v.i:-.-: id 
in lavtel h a r v e s t i n g  of f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  fr o m  u n d u e  
harnssr.ant b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u l d
iao 1 C*. •

T here are ir.cr=asina i n c i d e n t s  of u n p r o v o k e d  at techs ./
i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  to the h a r v e s t  of 
T h e s e  tvoes of a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  nor in

•ilclife n a t i o n w i d e .
' * -*1 [*1 C **; — v* ^

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e gal h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  -denied by l o v e m o : -  
S h u r f i e l i .  w h o  v e t o e d  two d i f f e r e n t  pi:.c-s of l e g i s l a t i o n  
whic.i w o u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  this vi-.al c o a l .

This pa s t  year, N a t i v e  p e o p l e s  in r e m o t e  areas of Ala-'.ka 
w e r e  h a r a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  to h a r v e s t  m a r i n e  r.amm.alv 
w h i c h  th e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  for' a l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e s e  types of 
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  no d o u b t  i n c r e a s e  as i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  to 
the h a r v e s t  of w i l d l i f e  b e c o m e  b o l d e r  in their a t t e m p t s  to 
o h y r i t a l l y  h a r a s s  or p r e v e n t  l e gal h a r v e s t s  fr o m  t a k i n g  p l e o v

The p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  b y  thu i n c r e a s i n g l y  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t s  oi 
a n t i - h u n t e r s  fcr l a w f u l  o u t d o o r s m e n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to g r o w  if 
we do n o t h i n g .  Ne feel 33 469 is a s t e p  ir. the r i g h t  
d i r e c t i o n  to p r o t e c t  the r i g h t s  of p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e d  in 
w i l d l i f e  h a r v e s t s .  In o u r  o p i n i o n  it w i l l  g o  a long w a y  
r ̂  r.7 ̂  v* ̂  s o l v i n g  ."i n y r v ti w  - Vi r. t i n 1 c o n i 1 i o ̂  s h* 0? r * j $ ̂  n u s £ ir 
g r o u p s  and w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a ' s  o u t d o o r  h e r i t a g e .

Affiliated with National Rifle Association



ESKIMO WALRUS COMMISSION 
P.O. Box 948 

Nome, Alaska 99762

March 13, 1990

Senator Steve Fiank 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

PAX # 463-3378

Dear senator Frank:

The Eskimo Walrus Commission is supporting Senate Bill 469

for adoption by the State Legislature.

We believe that adopting this Senate Bill would not

infringe on those people that have a legitimate right to hunt,

trap and fish.

Sincerely/

EJ  -------  —
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Photo by Oavid Hardcnbergh

Co-Sponsored by the Alaska Federation of Natives, Inc. 
and the Rural Alaska Community Action Program, Inc.

October 16-17. 1989 
F.gan Convention Center. Anchorage
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M i g r a t o r y  IlircJs i n  W e s t e r n  A l a s k a

The topic oi migratory birds was the locus of the next speaker. Jack 
I . Williams. Sr. ot Mekoryuk. Chuck Hutu interpreted lor him. As 
Mr. Williams was grow me up. there were very many ducks and geese. 
I le never heard ol w aterlow I sport hunting at that time, nor were there 
shotguns. They used hows and arrows when lumtme waterfowl.

The Waterfowl Conservation Commission, ehuircd by Mr. Williams, 
originated m ll,S4. The main purpose of the WCC is to work w un the 
I'SFWS and others to help people in the v illagos of the Y-K Delta deal 
with the issue of waterfowl population declines.

A n i m a l  R i i i h t s  ( i r o t t p s  T h r e a t e n  S u b s i s t e n c e  L i f e s t y l e s

The panel on "Threats to Our Way t)f Life - The Animal Rights 
Agenda" was next. Larry Merculieff. Commissioner of the Alaska 
Department of Commerce and Economic Development, and Dave 
Monture of Indigenous Survival International in Canada were the 
speakers.

Mr. Merculieff showed a video depicting animal right., protectionists 
harassing Natives on the Pribtlof Islands, because of their use of fur 
seals for subsistence. His focus was on strategies and tactics used by 
the animal rights groups, their effect on aboriginal people, and what 
can be done about it. "What happened in the Prihtlofs are exactly the 
same things that will be focused on throughout Alaska, throughout the 
entire Northern Hemisphere, and throughout the w hole world.” due to 
the activities of the animal rights groups.

Dave Monture described Indigenous Survival international as an 
organization born in I'>84 as a direct result of the Dene people in 
Canada's Northwest Territories becoming v ery concerned about a new 
wave of a "colonial attitude from the South." - people organizing w ith 
tremendous resources in a manner which would prove to be a great 
threat to Dene plans for self-determination and land claim settlements 
m the Nor:'"wesi Terrinries.

"We're not dealing with people with the same sense of ethics or 
fairness, but we’re dealing w ith people w tilt a new zeal, a new religion 
for urban Western man." Monture said. ISI-Canada hasjoined with the 
British Museum to produce "The Living Arctic."a highly successful 
majorexhibition in London. England designed loeducate the public on 
aboriginal lifestyles.

I n  C o n c l u s i o n

The afternoon session commenced with workshops on "Marine 
Mammals." "Title k ill of ANILCA." and the "Animal Rights 
Movement." The facilitators of these sessions reported h.u.k to the 
general assembly following the workshops.

The Animal Rights Movement workshop participants first viewed a 
film on strategies and the lack of ethics in the unit., ul rights community, 
specifically in the Native seal campaign. It was concluded that animal 
rights groups pose a life-threatening situation to our people, not only 
in their methods of fire-bombs, but in actual cases of teenagers 
committing suicide in communities w here seal subsistence is being cut 
off. thereby drastically altering traditional lifestyles.

The Marine Mammals workshop addressed the five species ot seals 
in Alaska, sea otter, walrus, beluga whale, and polar bear. The 
participants learned that tlmre are °(ll>,Olid fur seals today, and the 
population may have leveled off. The Fish & Wildlife program on 
walrus includes a management plan for walrus, monitoring populations, 
monitoring harvest, and habitat protection.

The Alaska Sea Otter Commission was formed in ll>SN. The 
Commission is very concerned about a promised rule by the Fish W 
Wildlife Service to restrict cottage industry practices involving sea 
otter by Alaska Natives. The Commission has recently initiated a 
Memorandum of Agreement with FWS which, along with a 
Management I’lan. would address problems FWS is trying to answer 
in its proposed rule.

Dttvc Mimitin- ut lSI-Citinuht <Ufii lal it \vorkshi>i> un the threats ilnii <mimnl rights itnntfis 
itrcpnsiii■,« tn siihsistemelifestyles. KltrALCAPtitinnicyF.rit Smith thehm lev/'fin/n/ighim 
vilhtyes iiin writ-: their own fish iiml •,*<tine reinihttiims.
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