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STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B i l l  V ersio n : sb 370

P u b l i s h  D ate:

FISCAL NOTE 
REQUEST:______________________________

Revision Date: 2/28/90___________  Agency Affected: Administration_____________
Title: *  ( s e e be low )__________________________ BRU: R e t ir e m e n t  and B e n e f i t s ________________________________

S p o n s o r :  R u le s  Comm ittee_____________________ C o m p o n e n t s :  R e t ir em e n t and B e n e f i t s __________________
R e q u e s t o r :  G overno r__________________________  _____________________________________________________________________
An A c t exp an d in g  th e  P u b l i c  Em p loyees R e t ir em e n t B oard (PERB) and T e a c h e r s ' R e t ir em e n t Board (TRB) to  in c lu d e  
two p h y s ic ia n  members to  h e a r d i s a b i l i t y  a p p e a ls ;  d i s s o l v i n g  th e  PERS and TRS D i s a b i l i t y  R ev iew  B o a rd , .  . .
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0
(2.0) ‘ (2.0) (2.0) (2.0) (2.0) ( 2. 0;
(6.0) (6.0) (6.0) (6.0) (6.0) (6.0)
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0)

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Doll ars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8 .0)
TOTAL (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0) (8.0)

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 8 / 9 0
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e

g o 0 0 0 6 0 s

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

I N  T H E  S E N A T E

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 3 70 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  e x p a n d i n g  t he P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t

B o a r d  a n d  t he T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  to i n c l u d e

two p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  to h e a r  d i s a b i l i t y  a p p e a l s ;

d i s s o l v i n g  the P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s '  a n d  T e a c h e r s '

D i s a b i l i t y  R e v i e w  B o a r d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c­

tive  d a t e . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 3 5 ( a )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(a) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  the A l a s k a  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  

as f o l lows:

(1) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  f i v e  m e m b e r s  f o r  o v e r l a p p i n g  

t h r e e - y e a r  terms. O n e  m e m b e r  m u s t  be  a r e s i d e n t  w h o  is r e c e i v i n g  

r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  S t a t e w i d e  t e a c h e r  o r g a n i z a­

t io n s  m a y  s u b m i t  to t he g o v e r n o r  a  l ist of  r e c o m m e n d e d  n o m i n e e s  to 

s e r v e  o n  the board.

(2) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  p h y s i c i a n s  a u t h o r i z e d  to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in the s t a t e  to s e r v e  as m e m b e r s  of  the b o a r d  o n l y  

f o r  t he p u r p o s e  of h e a r i n g  a p p e a l s  to d e t e r m i n e  m e d i c a l  e l i g i b i l i t y

fo r  d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 1 3 0 .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p­

p o i n t  t wo p h y s i c i a n s  e a c h  f r o m  at l e a s t  two o f  the s t a t e ' s  f o u r  j u d i­

cia l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  the 

T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  m a y  s u b m i t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a list of 

r e c o m m e n d e d  p h y s i c i a n s  to s e r v e  o n  the b o a r d .  T h e  t wo p h y s i c i a n  

m e m b e r s  f r o m  the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  a d i s a b i l i t y  a p p ? a l
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1 h e a r i n g  is c o n d u c t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  o n  t h e  b o a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g .  If

2 o ne o r  m o r e  of the p h y s i c i a n s  in  the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in  w h i c h  a

3 d i s a b i l i t y  h e a r i n g  is c o n d u c t e d  is u n a b l e  to s e r v e  at th e  h e a r i n g ,  or

4 if t h e r e  is no  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r  f r o m  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  o t h e r

5 p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  at t he h e a r i n g ,  s e l e c t e d  fo r  s u c h

6 h e a r i n g s  o n  a r o t a t i n g  b a s i s ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d

7 by  t he b o a r d .  P h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  at th e  p l e a s u r e  of  the

8 g o v e r n o r .

9 * Sec. 2. A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 3 5 ( b )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

10 (b) M e m b e r s  of  the b o a r d  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (a)(1) o f  this s e c t i o n

11 do n o t  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  o n  the b o a r d .  P h y s i -

12 c i a n  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  a re e n t i t l e d  to h o u r l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for

13 t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  at a rat e  to be d e t e r m i n e d  by t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

14 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  rat e  of c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the

15 p h y s i c i a n s '  n o r m a l  h o u r l y  e a r n i n g s .  A l l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  ar e

16 e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  and p e r  d i e m  w h e n  it is n e c e s s a r y  to

17 travel.

18 * Sec. 3. A S  3 9 . 3 5 . 0 3 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

19 Sec. 3 9 . 3 5 . 0 3 0 .  P U B L I C  E M P L O Y E E S  R E T I R E M E N T  B O A R D .  (a) T h e r e

20 is e s t a b l i s h e d  a P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  this

21 s e c t i o n .

22 (b) T h r e e  m e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  are the m e m b e r s  of t he p e r s o n n e l

23 b o a r d  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (AS 3 9 . 2 5 . 0 6 0 ) .

24 (c) T w o  m e m b e r s  of th e  b o a r d  m u s t  be m e m b e r s  of  the s y s t e m

25 e l e c t e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the v o t e s  cast b y  membei*s of the s y s tem.

26 E l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  by \.he b o ard. T h e  t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a n

27 e l e c t e d  m e m b e r  is six years. A  v a c a n c y  in  a n  u n e x p i r e d  e l e c t i v e  t e r m

28 s h a l l  be f i l l e d  b y  e l e c t i o n  for a n e w  s i x - y e a r  term.

29 (d) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  p h y s i c i a n s  a u t h o r i z e d  to p r a c t i c e
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m e d i c i n e  i n  the s t a t e  to s e r v e  as m e m b e r s  of  the b o a r d  o n l y  f o r  the 

p u r p o s e  of  h e a r i n g  a p p e a l s  to d e t e r m i n e  m e d i c a l  e l i g i b i l i t y  f or 

d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s  u n d e r  A S  3 9 . 3 5 . 4 0 0  a n d  3 9 . 3 5 . 4 1 0 .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t wo p h y s i c i a n s  e a c h  f r o m  at l e a s t  t w o  o f  the s t a t e ' s  

f o u r  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  

the T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  m a y  s u b m i t  to the g o v e r n o r  a list of 

r e c o m m e n d e d  p h y s i c i a n s  to s e r v e  o n  the b o a r d .  T h e  t wo p h y s i c i a n  

m e m b e r s  f r o m  the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in  w h i c h  a d i s a b i l i t y  a p p e a l

h e a r i n g  is c o n d u c t e d  s h a l l  s e r v e  o n  the b o a r d  d u r i n g  t he h e a r i n g .  If 

o ne o r  m o r e  of t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  in  t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in  w h i c h  a 

d i s a b i l i t y  h e a r i n g  is c o n d u c t e d  is u n a b l e  to s e r v e  at t he h e a r i n g ,  or 

if t h e r e  is no  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r  f r o m  tha t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  o t h e r  

p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  s e r v e  at t he h e a r i n g ,  s e l e c t e d  f o r  s u c h  

h e a r i n g s  o n  a r o t a t i n g  b a s i s ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

by t h e  boar d .  P h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  at t he p l e a s u r e  of the

g o v e r n o r .

(e) M e m b e r s  of t he b o a r d  i d e n t i f i e d  in (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  or  

e l e c t e d  u n d e r  (c) of thi s  s e c t i o n  do n ot r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or 

t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  o n  the board. P h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  of  t he b o a r d  a re 

e n t i t l e d  to h o u r l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s-r v i c e s  at a r a t e  to be 

d e t e r m i n e d  by  t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  r a t e  of c o m p e n­

s a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p h y s i c i a n s’ n o r m a l  h o u r l y  

e a r n i n g s .  A l l  m e m b e r s  of t he b o a r d  are e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  

and p e r  d i e m  w h e n  it is n e c e s s a r y  to travel.

* Sec. 4. A S  3 9 . 3 6 . 0 1 0 ,  3 9 . 3 6 . 0 2 0 ,  a n d  3 9 . 3 6 . 5 0 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 5. T R A N S I T I O N .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  secs. 1 a n d  3 of  t h i s  Act,

p h y s i c i a n s  a p p o i n t e d  to s e r v e  o n  the f o r m e r  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s’ a n d  T e a c h e r s '  

D i s a b i l i t y  R e v i e w  B o a r d  ( r e p e a l e d  by sec. 4 of t h i s  A c t )  ar e  a p p o i n t e d  to 

s e r v e  as p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  th e
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1 P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  u n t i l  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  by

2 the g o v e r n o r  u n d e r  A S  1 4 . 2 5 . 0 3 5 ( a ) ( 2 ) ,  as r e e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 1 of  this Act,

3 and u n d e r  AS  3 9 . 3 5 . 0 3 0 ( d )  as r e e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 3 of t h i s  A c t .  A  p h y s i c i a n

4 m e m b e r  of  the f o r m e r  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s '  a n d  T e a c h e r s '  D i s a b i l i t y  R e v i e w

5 B o a r d  m a y  be a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r  to s e r v e  as a p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r  of

6 the A l a s k a  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  the P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t

7 Board.

8 * Sec. 6. T h i s  A ct t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1990.
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NEA-ALASKA
AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Don Oberg. President
Mary Ijou Blent 
Vice-President

Box SIX)7*1
Fairbanks. Alaska ‘>9708

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
1411 W.33RD AVENUE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
(907) 274-0536 

FAX: (907)274 0551

JUNEAU OFFICE
105 MUNICIPAL WAY. SUITE 302 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99501 
(907) 5S6-3090 

FrtX: (907)586-2744

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
(907) 456-4435 

FAX: (907)456-2159

Judy Silo 
NEA Director

4510 K*rn.i;tA* Court 
Kc’noi. Alodv.1 Wol 1

Paul Jr-tvl 
Regl n I Director

PO Box r.S7(>
Kx-lchrlr.ru I l.'.rC.l 999111

Deedle Sorenson 
Region I Director

6903 Surrttx Dr 
Juno.ru ALrxlut ‘)<IS01

March 8, 1990

TO: Joline Bink'.ey and Rick /Ujehling, Co-Chairs, and members of the Senate
Finance Committee

FROM: Don Oberg, NEA-AIask I

Beverly Goad 
Region II Director RE:

Box 343
Copper Center. Alaska 9957.3

DeWayne Craig 
Region III Director

406 So FmeM Di 3 A 
Kenai. ALî a I

Senate Bill 370, Expansion of the PERA Board and TRS Board to include 
two physician members to hear disability appeals.

Myra Poage 
Region IV Director

Bos ‘173
Nome Alaska 99762

Marilyn Rosene 
Region IV Director

Bov 1170
D.llmgham Alaska 99576

Mike Warme 
Region IV Director

PO Bov 72 
Nooivik Ala>ka 99763

Claudia Douglas 
Region V Director

PO Bov 74837 
Fairbanks A!.t»k.i 99707

Gayle Harbo 
Region V Director

Bov 89522
College- Alaska 9970.8

Loretta B. Christie 
Region VI Director

2220 Yorkshire Lane 
Anchorage. Alaska 99504

Don Hadley 
Region VI Director

3259 Wes Ivan Dr 
Anchmage Alaska 99508

Richard Kronberg 
Region VI Director

3511 Onntak Bay Dr 
Anchorage Alaska 995If*

Leona Mounds 
Region VI Director

58l(r Winding Wav 
Anchorage, Alaska 9951)4

Pamela Reynolds 
Region VI Director

1510 Ftcadore Dr 135 
Anchorage Alaska 99507

Carolyn Tolson 
Region VII Director

Bov N73933
Wo'ilia Alaska VMS"

Hank Harrison 
Region R Director

Bov 110325 S Station 
Anchorage Alaska 99511

"Expanding the Public Employees Retirement Board and Teachers’ Retirement Board 
to include two physician members..." has much merit in that a level of "red tape" prior 
to very important determinations being made regarding medical eligibility for 
disability benefits under AS 14.25.130 is removed.

We have some questions, however, as to the following:

1) Will the new process adversely effect  the appeal rights of claimants?

2) Is it good policy to provide two physicians full voting rights on the
respective Boards on such decisions?

3) Is it good policy to allow the same physician to serve on both Boards as
stated in Section 5 - Transition?

4) What is the negative impact on members of TRS/PERS?

Until wc have more information, NEA-Alaska has no position on Senate Bill 370.
LE03/SB 370/dl



P E R S  B O A R D  M E M B E R S T R S  B O A R D  M E M B E R S
C. R. "Steve" Hafling 
C ha irm an  
1147 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: 277-2409 - work
FAX # 264-6745
Tcnn Expires: 6/20/90

M ic h a e l  A n d r e w s  
408 Haines Avenue 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: 457-4444 - work

456-7254 - home 
Term Expires: 6/20/94

M a r le n e  A. J o h n s o n
9505 Antler Way 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: 945-3275 - Wings of AK

945-3372 - Home 
586-1512 - Sealaska 
789-3898 - Son 

Term Expires: 6/20/92

Ja m e s  " P a t "  W el l ing ton
2S02 Wesleyan 
Anchorage, AK 9950S 
Phone: 265-8362 - work

338-2653 - home 
Term Expires: 3/7/90

A rteag aC har le s  M.
Chairman 
1439 Millar 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Phone: 225-9815 - work 

225-6776 - home 
Term Expires: 1/31/93

G a rr is  "B ob"  Covington 
SRD Box 9340 
Palmer, AK 99645 
Phone: 745-3365- home

745-4266 - work 
Term Expires 1/31/91

Rox'y A. McDonagh 
402 East 23 Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone: 272-0957 - home

Term Expires: 1/31/92

D o ro th y  Wells  
P. O. Box 56171 
North Pole, AK 99705 
Phone: 488-6955 - home

Term Expires: 6/30/90

M a ry  A. N o ta r  S t e p h a n ie  W in s o r
3371 Douglas Hwy. c/o Cully School
Juneau, AK 99S01 Point Lay, AK 99759
Phone: 5S6-2571 - home Phone: S33-2715 - home

833-2313 - work
Term Expires: 3i7/90 Term Expires: 6/30/90

Rob Johnson,  PERS & TRS Board Attorney 
Wohlforth. Argetsinger, Johnson & Brecht 
900 W. 5tn Ave., Suite 600 
Anchorase, AK 99501 Phone 276-6401
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Keith Anderson
Dept. Of Ed., P.O. Box P 
Juneau 99811
Ex-Officio

Charles Arteaga
1439 Millar
Ketchikan 99901
Teacher's Retirement Chair
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Vernon A Cates
2001 Wildwood Lane 
Anchorage 99503
Physician

C. "Steve" R Hafling 
1147 "G" Street 
Anchorage 99501
Personnel Board Chair 
Chair

J. Michael James
2401 Ease 42 Avenue 
Anchorage 99501
Physician
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J an u a ry  8 ,  1990

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T i m  K e l l y  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  M r .  P r e s i d e n t :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  P u b l i c  

E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  

B o a r d  t o  i n c l u d e  t w o  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  w h e n  t h e  b o a r d s  a r e  

h e a r i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  a p p e a l s ,  a n d  d i s s o l v i n g  t h e  P u b l i c  

E m p l o y e e s '  a n d  T e a c h e r s '  D i s a b i l i t y  R e v i e w  B o a r d  ( D R B ) .

T h e  b i l l  r e p e a l s  A S  3 9 . 3 6  ( s e c .  4 o f  t h e  b i l l ) ,  w h i c h  w a s  

e n a c t e d  i n  1 9 8 2  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  D R B  a s  a n  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d  

t o  t h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  ( P E R B ) , t h e  

T e a c h e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d  ( T R B ) , a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m s  o n  d i s a b i l i t y  c l a i m s  a n d  o t h e r  

m e d i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  T h e  D R B ' s  f u n c t i o n s  h a v e  p r o v e n  
t o  b e  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e ,  b o t h  t o  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m s  a n d  t o  

c l a i m a n t s .  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x p e n s e  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  

s i n c e  t h e  P E R B  r u l i n g s  a r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  D R B ' s  a d v i c e  i n  

a  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a p p e a l s .  D i s a b i l i t y  d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  b e  

m a d e  m o r e  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  a n d  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e l y ,  a n d  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D R B  w i l l  b e  

e f f e c t u a t e d ,  i f  p h y s i c i a n s  a r e  i n s t e a d  i n c l u d e d  a s  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  P E R B  a n d  T R B .

S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  3 o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  o f  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e  b o a r d s  o n l y  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h e a r i n g  a p p e a l s  i n v o l v i n g  m e d i c a l  i s s u e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s .  T w o  

p h y s i c i a n s  w i l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  a t  l e a s t  t w o  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ' s  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e  t w o  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  f r o m  

t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  w h i c h  a  d i s a b i l i t y  a p p e a l  h e a r i n g  

i s  c o n d u c t e d  w i l l  s e r v e  o n  t h e  b o a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  a p p e a l  
u n l e s s  u n a b l e  t o  d o  s o  o r  u n l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p h y s i c i a n  

m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  

p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  f r o m  o t h e r  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  s e r v e
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o n  a  r o t a t i n g  b a s i s  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  

b o a r d s .

A s  w i t h  t h e  D R B ,  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  w i l l  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  

t h e i r  s e r v i c e ,  a t  a  r a t e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s 1 n o r m a l  

h o u r l y  e a r n i n g s .  ( S e c t i o n s  2 a n d  3 o f  t h e  b i l l . )

T r a n s i t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  s e c .  5 o f  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w  c u r r e n t  
p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  D R B  t o  s e r v e  a s  p h y s i c i a n  m e m b e r s  

o f  P E R B  a n d  T R B  u n t i l  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t s  p h y s i c i a n  

m e m b e r s . ___ _

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  m e a s u r e .

i/cerel/,,

:e v e  C o w p e r  

G o v e r n o r




