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IN THE SENATE BY KERTTULA

SENATE BILL NO. 33 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

F o r  an  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  W i l low  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l

H a b i t a t  A r e a ;  and  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1.  PURPOSE. The W i l lo w  M o u n ta in  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  i s

e s t a b l i s h e d  t o

( 1 )  p r o t e c t  t h e  a r e a ' s  e x c e p t i o n a l  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  

an d  p o p u l a t i o n s ;

( 2 )  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  be  managed p r i m a r i l y  t o  m a i n t a i n  

t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  f o r  moose a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  and o t h e r  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

* S e c .  2 .  AS 1 6 . 2 0  i s  amended by a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 2 0 .  WILLOW MOUNTAIN CRITICAL HABITAT AREA ESTAB­

LISHED. ( a )  The f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  a r e a  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e

Wil low  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a :

( 1 )  Townsh ip  20 N o r t h ,  Range 2 W e s t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  7

S e c t i o n s  18 - 19

(2 )  To wns h ip  20 N o r t h ,  Range 3 W e s t ,  Sewa rd  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  1 - 2

S e c t i o n s  11 - 14 

S e c t i o n s  23 - 24

(3 )  Township  21 N o r t h ,  Range 2 W es t ,  Seward M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  4 - 7

S e c t i o n  18: W l / 2

S B 0 0 3 3 A SB 33
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SB 33 S B 0 0 3 3 A

(A) To wnship  21 N o r t h ,  Range 3 W e s t ,  Sew ard  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  1 

S e c t i o n s  11 - 14 

S e c t i o n s  23 - 26 

S e c t i o n s  35 - 36 

( 5 )  Township  22 N o r t h ,  Range 2 W e s t ,  Sewa rd  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  19 - 21 

S e c t i o n s  28 - 33 .

( b )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 5 1 0  -  1 6 . 2 0 . 5 3 0 ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

o f  f i s h  and game,  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a management  p l a n  f o r  t h e  W i l lo w  M o u n t a i n  

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  f i s h  a n d  game and t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  o v e r  t h e  a r e a  i n  a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  management  

p l a n .

* S e c .  3 .  U n t i l  a management  p l a n  i s  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 6 2 0 ( b ) ,  

e n a c t e d  by s e c .  2 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  management  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  W i l low  M o u n t a i n  

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  m u s t  r e f l e c t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  W i l lo w  M o u n t a i n  Sub­

u n i t  o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  Management  P l a n  a d o p t e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1986.

* S e c .  4 .  T h i s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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SENATE

Official Business P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

TO:

F R O M :

D A T E :

S U B J E C T :

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l i n g ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u  

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 9

S B  33; a n  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

W o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  r e v i e w  S B  33  a n d  c o n s i d e r  s c h e d u l i n g  it 

a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ?  T h e r e  is  n o  k n o w n  g r o u p  o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  

is  h a s  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e s .

B r i e f l y ,  S B  33  s e t s  a s i d e  a b o u t  2 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  p r i m e  m o o s e  

h a b i t a t  1 0  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  W i l l o w .  T h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  

a r e a  is k n o w n  f o r  i t s  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  m o o s e  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  in a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  a r e a  ( a s  m a n y  a s  7 5 0  

a n i m a l s  w i t h i n  1 4 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s ) .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  

p r o t e c t i o n  d e s i g n a t i o n  is b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n c e r n s  

t h a t  r e c e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  a r e a  
w i l l  n a v e  a l o n g  t e r m  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  

in  t h e  U p p e r  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y ,

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J e n n y  L o g s d o n  o f  m y  s t a f f  i f  y o u  h a v e  

q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  is n e e d e d .

A t t a c h m e n t s



Proposed Willow Mountain Cr i t i c a l  Habitat Area 

Background I n f o r m a t i o n

L o c a t i o n : The proposed W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  Critical Ha b i t a t

A r e a  is located on the w e s t e r n  slopes of W i l l o w  

M o u n t a i n  between Willow Cr e e k  and the Kashwitna River 

in Southcentral Alaska a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 miles northwest 

of Hatcher Pass and 10 miles nor t h e a s t  of Willow.

i
A r e a  D e s c r i p t i o n : Located along the western slopes of

W i l l o w  Mountain, the area ranges in elevation from 1000 

to 2600 feet. The area is v e g e t a t e d  wi t h  mixed stands 

of birch, white spruce, cottonwood, and aspen wh i c h  

grade into willow and al d e r  at higher elevations. 

Extensive grasslands cover the ridge-tops and intermix 

w i t h  the willow/alder stands. W etland communities of 

bl a c k  spruce are scattered throughout. The unusually 

extensive stands of willow provide vegetative cover and 

browse attractive to moose.

J u s t i f i c a t i o n : Wil l o w  Mountain supports unusually large

concentrations of moose in late fall and early winter. 

The area contains some of the highest quality moose 

• habitat in the lower Su s i t n a  River Valley. High 

quality browse, shallow snow cover, and other habitat 

characteristics provide moose w i t h  essential habitat. 

The seasonal density of mo o s e  in this area is one of 

the highest in the btate. At p resent moose populations 

in the area are estimated to number well over 1000 

animals and with maintenance of habitat and e n h a ncement 

of adjacent areas, could further increase. Large 

numbers of moose are also known to utilize the mo u n t a i n  

slopes during summer and early fall. Mai n t a i n i n g  

habitat on Willow Mountain, including the . pro p o s e d  

critical habitat area, is key to sustaining the 

integrity of the area's moose populations.

L a n d  S t a t u s : ’The proposed critical habitat area encompasses

22,720 acres and is composed entirely of state and 

state selected land. There are 5,120 acres of state 

selected land in the no r t h e r n  end of the pro p o s e d  

critical habitat area. There is no mental health land 
within the boundaries of this area.

C u r r e n t  U s e s : The area is used yea r - r o u n d  for a va r i e t y  of

wildlife oriented activities. Mcose hunting is the 

primary activity with moose hunters coming p r i m a r i l y  
from the Anchorage or Palmer/Wasilla and Willow areas. 

W illow M ountain receives intensive moose hunting effort 

by ORV. Trapping is also an important use of the area.
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Important furbearers include mink, weasel, beaver, 

covore, lynx, and otrer. Al l  three species of

ptarmigan are hunted in the winter. It is also a 

popular snowmachining area due to the extensive 

stretches of wide open terrain. Dog m u s h i n g  and cross 

country skiing also occur in the.area.

Public A c c e s s : Presently, public access into the W i l l o w

M o u n t a i n  area is gained via the "Peters-Purcnes Creek" 

trail. It is used primarily by moose hunters in the 

fall and ptarmigan hunters, recreational snow machiners 

and fur trappers during the winter. The trail begins 

near MP 14 of the Hatcher Pass Road at the n o r t h  end of 

the bridge over Willow Creek ana terminates near 

timberline on the south side of Wil l o w  Mountain. The 

trail traverses numerous swampy a r e a s , r e q u i r i n g  either 

track vehicles or ATV's with low pressure tires. A new 

bridge and road is planned for c o n s t r u c t i o n  

(spring 1987) across Willow Creek at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  MP 5 

of the H atcher Pass Road and will create a d d itional 

access to W i l l o w  Mountain in the future.

Ot h e r  Natural R e s o u r c e s : The W i l l o w  M o untain p l a t e a u  has

low mineral potential. Portions of four p l a c e r  mining 

claims are located in the southeastern co r n e r  o f  the 

area, (T20N, R2W, Section 19, Seward Meridian) near 

*• Peters Creek.

Currently no grating occurs in the area. Potential 

grazing lands within the area have been identified, 

however, a majority of the potential r a n g e l a n d  is 

interspersed with an abundance of standing w a t e r  and 

boggy areas which limits its use for grazing purposes. 

Provisions of the Hatcher Pass Man a g e m e n t  Plan reserve 

development of the grazing potential within the W i l l o w  

Mountain Unit until existing grazing r e s ources are 

utilized w i t h i n  the eastern portion of Hat c h e r  Pass.

The Hatcher Pass Management Plan identifies a dense 

stand of' white spruce on the western slopes of W i l l o w  * 

Mountain be l o w  1000 feet as the only significant 

forestry potential in the vicinity.

Ar e a ' s  H i s t o r y : Because the area has had limited public

access to date, and few attractions other than moose, 

it has received relatively little impact from human 

use. High densities of moose have been the primary 

inhabitants of the area, which in turn att r a c t e d  

hunters beginning in the early 1950's. Hunters, 

trappers, and more recently, recreational snow

machiners, have been the primary users of the W i l l o w  
Mountain area.



read into the Kashwirr.a management 

the pro p o s e d  critical habitat area) for the purpose of 

a ti m b e r  sale will alter the undisturbed nature of 

W i l l o w  Mountain's critical moose habitat. Development 

of road access into this area threatens its integrity 

w i t h  n e w  land use activities. Improved road access may 

mean an increase in snowmachine use within the area 

w h i c h  could result in significant disturbance and 

a d d i tional stress to moose populations during already 

soressful seasons. Increases in motorized vehicle use 

impact habitats, wildlife distribution, and the quality 

of the outdoor experience, particularly hunting. 

A l t h o u g h  settlement is not allowed in this area in the 

Ha t c h e r  Pass Management Plan, the potential for 

settlement activity in the area is raised by 

dev e l o p m e n t  of road access.

Support and O p p o s i t i o n : The M a t a nuska-Susitna Borough
A s s e m o l y  has sent a letter (dated February 5, 1987) to 

legislators requesting the establishment of the Willow 

M o u n t a i n  Critical Habitat Area. The October 1986 

Ha t c h e r  Pass Management Plan documents several groups 

in support of critical habirat area designation: the

W i l d l i f e  Federation of Alaska; the Al a s k a  Chapter of 

the Wi l d l i f e  Society; the Alaska Center for the 

Environment; and several individual citizens. The 

Al a s k a  Frontier Trappers Association is also on record 

as supporting protection cr the critical habitat in 

this area. In the October 1986 Hatcher Pass Management 

Plan the Department of Natural Resources endorsed 

legislative designation of the area for the purpose of 

protecting moose habitat.

There is no known group opposition to this proposal.



I .  ■ W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n

A. LAN D  USE DESIGNATIONS

g rr .s r i" . R e m o t e  C a b i n  P e r m i t s .  C o m m e r c i a l  R e c r e a t i o n  
.com er . : : .  G r a z i n g  c u t s i c s  c s s i c n a t e c  a r e a s  ( . s e e  m s o  J

M i n i n a

B. BACKGROUND

T h e  r u c c s c  p e a k s  c f  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  M o u n t a i n s  e r . d  i n  a  g e n t l y  s i c c e d  p l a t e :  
k n o w n  a s  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  i n  t n i s  s u c u n i t .  P e t e r s ,  P u r c r . e s  a n d  L i t t l e  
W i l l o w  C r e e k s  f l o w  c u t  c f  s t e s c - w a l l e d  m o u n t a i n  v a l l e y s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  w i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  p l a t e a u .  T h e  l o w l a n d s  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  
s u d u n i t  c o n t a i n  m a n y  sw a m o y  a r e a s  t h a t  m a k e  a c c e s s  d i f f i c u l t .

W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  i s  a n  i m o a r t a n t  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  Y e a r - r c u n a  
p o o u l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  1 , 5 0 0  a n c  2 , 0 0 0  m o o s e  o c c u r  i n  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h i s  u n i t  a n a  a r e  am o n g  t h e  h i g n e s t  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  B a s i n .  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  
p r o v i d e s  w i n t e r  a n d  s u m m e r  m o o s e  h a O i t a t  t h a t  s u c o o r t s  b r e e d i n g  a n d  
c a l v i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m o o s e  h u n t i n g  a r e a  d u e  t o  i t s  
r e l a t i v e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  u r o a n  a r e a s  a n d  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  m o o s e .  T h e  
a l a i n e  z o n e  ( a D o v e  2 , 3 0 0  f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n )  i s  g o o d  t e a r ,  s h e e p ,  a n d  
c a r i b o u  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  b r o w n - a n d  b l a c k  t e a r  a r e  o f t e n  s e e n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  
F u r b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s  a r e  a l s o  com m on a n d  t r a p p i n g  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  u s e  o f  t h e  
a r e a .  B l a c k  b e a r  a n d  p t a r m i g a n  h u n t i n g  a r e  p c p u l a r  a s  w e l l .



WILLCW MCLNTA IN

E x t e n s i v e  o i s c a r  c l a i m s  o c c u r  a l s r . c  P e t e r s  a r c  = u r c r a s  C r a e x s :  m i n e r a l  
p o t e n t i a l  i n  t n e  e a s t a r n  m c u r . t a i r . c u s  p o r t i o n  i s  h i c n .  - c w e v e r ,  e r a  w i l l o w  
M e  r . t a i . n  o i a t a a u  r a s  l e w  m i r . s r a i  p o t e n t i a l . w
T h e  w i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  s u c u n i t  c c r . c a i r . s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n .  c f  e r a  
p c t a n t i a i  r a n e e  r a s c u r c a s  w i t h i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t .  H o w e v e r ,  m a n v  
p o r t i o n s  c f  t h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  p i a t a a u  w r . e r e  m o s t  c f  t h e  c r a z i n g  
r e s o u r c e s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  s u c u n i t  h a s  b o g g y  a n c  s t a n d i n g  w a t e r  a r e a s ,  a n a  
a c c e s s ,  i s  c i f f i c u i t .

C u r r a n t l v ,  t h e r e  a r a  r .c  r c a c s  t o  t h i s  s u c u n i t .  y c c z r i z 2 c  a c c e s s  i s  c v  
a i r c r a f t ,  s n c w r r a c n i n . a  c r  a i l  t e r r a i n  v e n i c i a .  T h i s  i s  a  p c c u i a r  
s n c w m a c r . i n i n c  a r e a  c u e  t c  e x t e n s i v e ,  w i c s —s e e n  t e r r a i n .  A c a c i r .  b u i l t  b y  
t h e  M a t - S u  M e t e r  M u s n e r s  a r c  u s a c  b y  t h e  p u c i i c  i s  I c c a t a c  c n  t h e  
s c u t h e a s t  c c r r . e r  c f  t h e  W i l l c w  M o u n t a i n  c i a t a a u .  C o g  m u s n i n c  a l s o  o c c u r s  
i n  s e m e  a r e a s .  V i e w s  c f  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  a r a  A l a s k a  R a r . c a  f r o m  w i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  a r e  s c  a c t  o c u l a r .  W i i c e r r . e s s  f e e t  t r a v e l  o c c u r s  i n  t r . e  s t a e c  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n s .  S e e s ,  b r u s n ,  w e t i a n a s  a n a  c r e s x s  l i m i t  s u m m e r  a r a  f a l l  
a c c e s s  i n  t h e  I c w l a r . c s  c c r t i c n s  c f  t h i s  s u c u n i t .  E x t e n s i v e  CRV t r a i l s  
o c c u r  i n  t h e  w e t i a n a s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c c r r . e r  o f  t h e  s u c u n i t .  T h e  
F e t a r s - ^ u r c r . e s  t r a i l  w n i c . n  c c e s  a v e r  L u c k y  S h o t  R i O c e  r e c e i v e s  i t s  
h e a v i e s t  u s e  d u r i n g  m c c s a  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n .  H o w e v e r ,  e r o s i o n  a n a  t r a i l  
w i d e n i n g  i s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  s t a e c  p o r t i o n s  a n a  i n  t e g s  a l o n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
t r a i l  a l i g n m e n t .

T h e r e  i s  h i c n  f o r e s t r y  p o t e n t i a l  c n  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  b e l o w  1CCQ f e e t  w n e r e  
a  d e n s e  w n i t s  s p r u c e  f o r e s t  o c c u r s .  A c c e s s  f o r  f o r e s t r y  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
K a s n w i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  a r e a  w e s t  c f  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  i s  p l a n n e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e .

C. M A N A G E M E N T  IN T E N T

T h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  s u c u n i t  w i l l  b e  m a n a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  
e x c e c t i c n a i  w i l d l i f e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  h u n t i n g ,  t r a n c i n g  a n a  o t h e r  d i s p e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  m e e t  
e x i s t i n g  a n a  f u t u r e  d e m a n d .  T h e  e n t i r e  s u b u n i t  i s  o p e n  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y .

T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  i n t e n t  i n c l u d e s  r e s e r v i n g  t h e  c a t i o n  t a  u t i l i z e  e x i s t i n g  
g r a s s  f o r a g e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  f u t u r e  g r a z i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r i o r i t y  i s  t o  
u t i l i z e  t h e  g r a s s l a n d s ' i n  t h e  H i l l s i d e  a n d  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  s u c u n i t s  p r i o r  
t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  W i l l c w  M o u n t a i n  s u c u n i t .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  r e s e a r c h  s n o u l d  
b e  c c n a u c t a d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  g r a z i n g  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h o u t  m a j o r  
a d v e r s e  i m o a c t  t o  w i l d l i f e  h a o i f c a t .

F o r e s t r y  i s  a n  a l l o w e d  u s e  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  s u b u n i t .  T h e  
i n t e n t  i s  t h a t  a n y  f o r e s t r y  a o e r a t i e n s  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  
o r  h a b i t a t  e n n a n c e m e n t  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  ACF4G a n d  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s c e n i c  
v i e w s  f r c m  t h e  r i d g e  a b o v e .

M o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  i s  a n  i m o a r t a n t  u s e  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  
r e c r e a t i o n .  T h e  i n t e n t  i s  f o r  t h e s e  u s e s  t o  c o n t i n u e .  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  
i n t e n t  i s  t o  L i m i t  s u m m e r / f a l l  u s e  t o  d e s i g n a t e d  t r a i l s  t o  m i n i m i z e  
e r o s i o n  a n d  t r a i i m a k i n g .  A n e x c s p t i c n  w i l l  b e  t o  a l l o w  r e t r i e v a l  o f

-______
1 nn



WILLCW MOUNTAIN

D. PLAN N ED  A C TIO N S

MATICN

T h e  n c c s e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a r e a  c n  t h e  w e s t  s i c c a  c f  W i l l c w  M o u n t a i n  i s  
o r c c c s e o  f c r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e a s i e r , a t i c n  t c  e n s u r e  l e n g  t e r m  r e t e n t i c n  i n  
c u c l i c  c w n e r s n i o  a r c  m a n a g e m e n t  f c r  i t s  w i l d l i f e  v a l u e s  ( s e e  Mao I I ) .  
ACF1G c r i g i n a l l y  p r c c c s e c  t r . a t  t r . e  c l a n  r e c o m m e n d  t r . a t  t n e  e n t i r e  s u c u n i  
r e  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  C r i t i c a l  H a o i t a t  A r e a  a n c  a  r c r t i c n  
c l c s e c  t c  m i n e r a l  e n t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t n e  p l a n n i n g  t e a m  w a s  u n a c i a  t c  a g r e e  
c n  t h i s .  S e e  A p c e n a i x  X f c r  f u r t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n .

W h e r e  e r c s i c n  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  t r a i l  m a k i n g  i n  b e g e y  a r e a s  i s  o c c u r r i n g ,  ONR 
a n c  A C r i G  s n a u l d  w a r x  w i t h  u s e r s  t o  r e d u c e  t r a i l  d a m a g e ,  e s t a o l i s n  t r a i l  
e r c s i c n  p r e v e n t i o n  m e a s u r e s  a n d  d o  m i n i m a l  t r a i l  i m o r c v e m e n c s  t o  m a i n t a i n  
m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

SNGWMACKINE USE AND MODS!

I f  t h e r e  i s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
o v e r w i n t e r i n g  m o o s e  i n  c e :  
mav. b e  e s t a o l i s n e d .

a t  s n o w  m a c h i n e  u s e  
i n  a r e a s ,  s e a s o n a l  .

A .  MOTCRIZED U SE MANAGEMENT P O L IC Y

A s c e c i a l  u s e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e  u s e .  W hen  
t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  s n o w  c o v e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s o i l  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  f r o m  
c u t t i n g  a n d  e r o s i o n ,  m o t o r i z e d  u s e  w i l l  o c c u r  c n  d e s i g n a t e d  t r a i l s  o n l y  b y  
n c n - h i g h w a y  v e h i c l e s .  An e x c e o t i c n  w i l l  b e  t o  a l l o w  r e t r i e v a l  o f  b i g  
g a m e .  . T h i s  p o l i c y  w i l l  b e  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n c e  DNR a n d  AOF&G w o r k  w i t h  
u s e r s  t o  m a o  a n d  d e s i g n a t e  a  t r a i l  s y s t e m .  S e e  C h a D t e r  T h r e e ,  DRV 
M a n a g e m e n t  G u i d e l i n e s ,  p a g e  1 6 0 ,  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

-  200 -



June 9, 1988

Ms. Margaret J. Hayes

Regional Man a g e r
Dept. of Natural Resources

Box 7-005

3601 C Street
Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 0 5

D e a r  Ms. Hayes:

The Wildlife F e d e r a t i o n  of Alaska (WFA) has reviewed the Draft Hatchc 

Pass Management Plan and we c onclude that skiers, hikers, off - r o a d  venic: 

miners and f a r m e r s  have been accomodated by the plan. However 

that, although critical moose habitat has been i d e n t i f i e d  : 

Mo u n t a i n  area, adeauate measures for its m a n a g e m e n t  at 

have not been suggested. A majority of the more t h a n  80t 

the National W i l d l i f e  Federation in Alaska are h u n t e r s  and ar 

ve r y  interested in r e t a i n i n g  rnoosa production and high qua l i t y  h a b i t a t  : 

th e  W i l l o w  M ountain area.

operators, 

it appears 
the Willow 

protect ion 

m e m b e r s  of

The we s t e r n  portion of the Willow Mountain area has low rninir 

potential as you have st a t e d  in your plan. Also, there is no h i s t o r y  < 

d o m e s t i c  livestocx grazing in the area. However, this area h a s  had 

s t e a d y  increase in hu n t i n g  activity in recent years. O f f - r o a d  vehic;

has resulted in unacceptable habitat loss. Therefore, WF 

that in the w e s t e r n  Willow Mountain area (including T22N, R2t

act ivity 

r e c o m m e n d s

S e c t i o n  19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30,

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17,

31, 32, 33, 34; T21N, R3W, S e c t i o n s  1,
36; T20N, R2W, Sec t i o n s  3, 4, 5, 6,

R3W, S e c t i o n s  1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23,

part of the management plan:

31, 32, 33, 34; T21N, R2W Sectior 

18, 13, 20. 21, 22, 27, 28,-29, 3G 

11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35 

7, 8, 9, 17, 18, 19, 30, 31; T20h

24, 25) the following items becor<

- C l a s s i f y  the area •*** as critical moose habitat.

- Cl o s e  the area to ’land disposal.

- Close the area to new mineral entry.

- Limit forestry o p e r a t i o n s  to forest disease control and
w i l d l i f e  habitat enhancement.

-  i  ' t 0
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- Restrict a c c e s s  to m o o s e  hunting areas during the snow- 

free oeriod to designated, clearly marked trails. After 

six incnes or more sn o w  has accumulated, a l l o w  the entire 

area to be used by off-road vehicles for m o o s e .hunting 

c o n s i s t e n t  wi t h  A l a s k a  Board of Game hunting regulations.

- Prohibit an y  new trail develooment above tirnberline.

- Provide a d e d i c a t e d  public access corridor from the Willow 

Mo u n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  rnoose habitat area to the H a t c h e r  Pass 
road.

We app r e c i a t e  all o f  the planning and c o o r d i n a t i o n  that has 

accomplished by th e  A l a s k a  Deot. of Natural Resources on the Ha t c h e r  

Management Plan. W e  h o p e  that our comments are useful to y o u  and we  li 

forward to seeing our recornmendations incoroorated in the plan. Pie. 

call me at 5 5 2 - 3 3 8 6  if y o u  ha v e  any questions on o u r  proposals.

Thank you for t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to comment.

J E H s n b h
E. Hemming 

Chairman, Lands Com m V t t e e

xi a



RECOMMENDATION-
T h e  D e p a r t me n t of Fish and Game should have Che option Co conduce 
h a b i t a t  e nh a nc em e nt  projects in the Haccher Pass Management Area as 
d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y  b y  the Department.

* *
(3) H a r vest of moose in Che W illow M o u n t a i n  Planning Area will be gre at ly  
c u r t a i l e d  if m o t o r i z e d  access is prohibited. This is primarily due to 

the fact that the lo ca ti on  of harvest is oft en  too remote from the 

e x i s t i n g  road s y s t e m to al l o w  recovery of the animal without the aid of 
an o f f - r o a d  vehicle. Given the capacity of mo ose  populations to 

f l u c tu a te  g r e at l y in n u m b e r s  depending on range conditions, weather and 

o ch er factors it w o u l d  be wise to retain the option of artificially 

r edu c i n g  mo o s e  n um ber s through a controlled harvest. Such capacity wo ul d 
be i m p a i r e d  by a r e s t i c t i o n  on motor iz ed access in the Willow Mountain 

Plann i n g  Area.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N -

M o t o r i z e d  access s ho ul d be allowed for the the sole purpose of 
r e t r i e v i n g  d owned big game in the W i l l o w  Mountain Planning Area 

a n d  elsewhere, as is deemed necessary by the Department of Fish and 
Game. A ccess o ut sid e the hunting season should not be allowed.

T h e  A laska C h a p t e r  of The Wildlife Society appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Draft H at ch er Pass Ma na ge me nt Plan. If you have any 
quest io ns on our recommen d a t i o n s  please feel free to contact the 

So ut hc en t ra l A laska repres en ta ti ve of The Wildlife Society (Jon Andrew) 
at 786-3437.

Sincerely

John Schoen, President
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A L A S K A  F R O N T I E R  T R A P P E R S  A S S N .
P.O. B O X  2856 / - 7 C’?-
PALMER. A L A S K A  99645 □ (907)745 -.559 '

Dear Sandra,

Ass. would like t o rronose

3000 i

i_ _ s m s  ir. one .-.atcdsr Pass M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  rr.a: are 

eer. e levari on or lower and w i r d i n  rde f o l l o w i n g :

T19N.R1W T 1 9 S . R 2 W  21921,R 1 2 T 2 0 N . R 1 W  T20N.3.2W 221D,?.1 W

221N,?.2W 222>T,R.1W 2221,R2V/; be desi g n a t e d  as critical

wildlife naoirat. Idis area rerrasenr.3 the m a j o r  habitat 

area for moose a n d  orner wildlife left u n d e v e l o p e d  ir. rde 

lower S u s i t n a  Basin. Primary consideration, s h o u l d  be for 

protection, a n d / o r  enhancement of tne nabitat- area. This 

was also m e n t i o n e d  in the draft plan for the W i l l o w  Sub Basin. 

(1931) in. areas 13, 15 A , and 21.

R e c r e a t i o n  val u e s  are high for both c o n s u m p t i v e  and 

n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  users primarily due to its n o n - d e v e l o p m e n t . 

M o s t  current uses are compatible wit.iin this environment.

We feel t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of this area wouid not be com- 

oatible w i t h  w i l d l i f e  habitat.

Lets m a i n t a i n  this area with its pr/.mary function as 

wildlife habitat. .Ve also feel that Pi 

nave primarv control in decisions affec 

They nave the reeaed expertise in Wildl

;h and Dame should 

:ing this area, 

fe M a n a g e m e n t .

*•/

2
Michael P e r y a m  

Director, A . P .T.A.



B O X  3 .  P A L M E R .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 * 1 5  •  P H O N E  7 A S - A 8 0 1  
3 0 F . G U G H  A S S E M B L Y

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h

S e n a c a  P r e s i d e n t
Scare cf A l a s k a  

P o u c h  7
J u n e a u , All 59811

RE: willow Mountain Cricical Habitat Area

Dea r Senator F a i k s :

T h e  M a t a n u s ka-Susitna Borough Assembly v o t e d  u nanimously on February 3, 1987 

to approve and endorse legislation co create the w illow Mountain Cricical 

Habitat A r e a  (approximately 22,000 acres) and to express concern for ensuring 

chat the management intent of the area stays in-tact as described in Che 
H a t c h e r  Pass Management Plan.

If y ou should have any questions or need further information, please feel 

free to contact my office.

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  Borough

DJ/cis

Enclosure

cc: Commissioner, Dept, cf Fish. & Game

Senators Kerttula St Szymanski 

Representatives Larson St Menard 

Y J a c k  Didricksoa f 'S b /Y



MOOSE SURVEY: PEIERS CREEK 10 LI1UE WILLOW CREEK (WlllOU MOUWIAIM, portion of GMU 148)
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D e a r  • Sen a to r K e r t t u l a .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f or  y o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  SB i. 

W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

H a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  o n  t h e s e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  

. M o u n t a i n s  is v e r v  i m p o r t a n t  if a r e  ~ o  m a i n t a i n  h i g h  m o o s -

p r o d u c t i v i t y  in a m a i o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l i e v .  

W i l l o w  M o u n t a  in is a n  e s s e n t i a l  s u m m e r  f e e d i n g  a r e a  T o r  a 

l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  m o o s e .  M o r e  t h a n  I . G O O  m o o s e  r e l y  o n  

t h e  a r e a  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  m a v  

r a n g e  o T f  t h e  a r e a  a s  f a r  a s  .the S u s i t n a  R i v e r  in h u n t i n g  

s e a s o n  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .

In a d d i t i o n ,  it s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  

p u b l i c  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is as a 

s u p p o r t  b a s e  f o r  f i s h  a n d  g a m e .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e s  of 

t i m b e r ,  m i n i n g ,  a n d  g r a z i n g  a r e  m i n o r  in  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

u s e  the p u b l i c  m a k e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  f o r  h u n t i n g .  M a i n t a i n i n g  

s u c h  a r e a s  in t h e  S u s i t n a  B a s i n  u n d i s t u r b e d  b y  r o a d s ,  

s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  l o g g i n g  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r o t e c t i n g  t he 

r e a r i n g  a n d  s p a w n i n g  h a b i t a t s  o f  v a l u a b l e  C o o k  I n l e t  s a l m o n

0 o p  u I a t i o n  s ci o w  n s t r earn.

W h e n  y o u  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  p l e a s e  p u t  m e  in t o u c h  

w i t h  s t a t e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o  m a y  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  m a p s  a n d  

i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  t h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

1 w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  p u t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  w o r k  

a m o n g  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  P a l m e r  a n d  W a s i l l a  a r e a .

M i k e  B r o n s o n




