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Mr. President:

D A T E  T U R N E D  I N T O  O F i I C E

F I N A N C E  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  on c e r t a i n  p r o p o s a l s  

for r o a d  a c c e s s  to Juneau; e f d  

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d
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O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 6 / . S 9  ,

R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

6 - 0 9 6 9 1 1

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  D u n c a n

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n

O t h e r  F u n d s

..,J 0 0 , 0 0 0  
-0- 

$ 1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 1 1  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  e n v i r o n ­

m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  c n  c e r t a i n  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  

r o a d  a c c e s s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  T h e  s u m  o f  $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  

t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a ­

t i o n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  r o a d  a c c e s s  t o  J u n e a u  v i a

( 1 )  a  r o u t e  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s h o r e  o f  L y n n  C a n a l  t o  a  p o i n t  n i n e  

m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  C o m e t  w h e r e  t h e  r o a d  w o u l d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  a  s h u t t l e  f e r r y  

a c r o s s  L y n n  C a n a l  t o  t h e  C h i l k a t  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h e n  a  r o u t e  u p  t h e  C h i l k a t  

P e n i n s u l a  t o  H a i n e s ;  a n d

( 2 )  a  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  T a k u  R i v e r  V a l l e y  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s -  

C a n a d a  b o r d e r  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  r o a d  s y s t e m  

s o u t h  o f  A t l i n .

*  S e c .  2 .  T h e  s u m  o f  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

o f  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  B r a d f i e l d  R i v e r  r e s o u r c e  r o a d  

f r o m  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  B r a d f i e l d  C a n a l  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  C a n a d a  b o r d e r  

i n  t h e  C r a i g  R i v e r  v a l l e y .

*  S e c .  3 .  T h e  s u m  o f  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

o f  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  o n  r o a d  a c c e s s  t o  K a n t i s h n a  b e t w e e n  

L i g n i t e  a n d  K a n t i s h n a  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  o f  t h e  L i g n i t e - S t a r a p e d e  t r a i l .

*  S e c .  4 .  T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h i s  A c t  a r e  f o r

S B 0 2 1 1 b
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a n d  are s u b j e c t  to A S  3 7 , 2 5 . 0 2 0 .

* S&e. 5. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1989.
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I n t r o d u c e d :
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  F i n a n c e
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Fundint
G e n e r a  
O t h e r  F unds

I n f o r m a t i o n  
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IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  D U N C A N

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 211 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  entitled: " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for e n v i r o n m e n t a l

i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  c e r t a i n  p r o p o s a l s  for r o a d  

a c c e s s  to J u n e a u ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. The s u m  of $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fu n d  

to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  for the p r e p a r a­

tio n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t s  on r o a d  a c c e s s  to J u n e a u  via

(1) a r o u t e  t h r o u g h  the T a k u  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  

the e x i s t i n g  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  r o a d  s y s t e m  s o u t h  o f  Atlin; a n d

(2) a r o u t e  a l o n g  the e a s t  s hore o f  L y n n  C a n a l  to a p o i n t  e a s t  

of H a i n e s  w h e r e  the r o a d  w o u l d  c o n n e c t  w i t h  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  to H a i n e s  and 

S k a g w a y .

* Sec. 2. The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  this A c t  is f o r  a c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t  

a n d  is s u b j e c t  to A S  3 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 .

* Sec. 3. Th i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1989.

SB021la - l -

V. '■ \ ___
v  ' ’ ’ \ ^

SB 211

\ ‘.r./T.-V &______



S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S  P.O. BOX z

In r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  A p r i l  7 l e t t e r ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  e s t i m a t e d  

t h e  c o s t  to p r e p a r e  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  the 
p r o p o s e d  B r a d f i e l d  R e s o u r c e  R o a d ,  f r o m  t i d e w a t e r  to the C a n a d i a n  

B o r d e r  to b e  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h i s  a m o u n t  w o u l d  
be u s e d  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  the p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t  p r o c e s s  a n d  f o r  
w r i t i n g  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  the d o c u m e n t .  T h e  o t h e r  h a l f  w o u l d  c o v e r  

the c o s t s  of s p e c i a l t y  c o n t r a c t  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  d o c u m e n t  w o u l d  be 
u s a b l e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  of f u n d s  u s e d  f o r  r o a d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  W e  e s t i m a t e  the e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  w o u l d  t a k e  b e t w e e n  

18 a n d  24 m o n t h s  to c o m p l e t e .

If I c a n  be of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  in th i s  r e g a r d ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  
k n o w .

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-2500 
PHONE: (907) 465-3900

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

APR 2 i  1980

A p r i l  19, 1989

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

S i n c e r e l y

M a r k  S. Hiclt 
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: W. K e i t h  G e r k e n ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  O p e r a t i o n s
J o n a t h a n  W. S c r i b n e r ,  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r

25A.T1LH
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1. 5600,000 from the general fund to tne Department of Transportation and 

Public Facilities (DOT&PF) for the preparation of environmental impact 

statements (EIS) for road access to Juneau via the Taku River Valley and Lynn 

Canal corridors;

2. $300,000 from the general fund to D O T & P F  for the preparation of an EIS 

for the proposes Bradfield River resource road, and;

3. $300,000 from the general fund to D O T & P F  for the preparation of an EIS on 

road access to Kantishna between Lignite and Kantishna.

The Southeast Alaska Transportation Plan, as amended in 1986, evaluated 

alternative transportation system improvements on a regional and multi­

modal scale. The Plan recommended a long-term improvement consisting of 

the addition of two large-capacity, high-speed ferries to prov'de supplemental 

peak season service in the Lynn Canal corridor, The Plan further 

recommended that the Juneau-Haines-Skagway road link continue to be 

monito’ ;d to ascertain when developments would warnint a re-assessment of 

the feasibility of the road. The Plan did not recommend any further 

consideration of the Taku River corridor alternative due to the high cost and 

lack of transportation benefits.

D O T & P F  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d  a c c e s s  t o  J u n e a u  v i a  t h e  

L y n n  C a n a l  c o r r i d o r  s t i l l  l a c k s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  H o w e v e r ,  D O T & P F  

s u p p o r t s  S B  2 1 1  a n d  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n  E I S  s i n c e  s u c h  a n  e f f o r t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  f e a s i b i l i t y .

A N A L Y S IS  - C S S E 2 1 1  (Trsp)
Committee Substitute for Senate B ill N o. '211 (C SSB  211) appropriates:

Page 2 of 3
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DOT&PF docs not support s separate EIS for the Taku River route, Instead, the 
department recommends the Taku route be considered aa one alternative 
during the development of the Lynn Canal corridor EIS. This will allow for 
analy-'' of '*‘»i option sufflcl 1 to confirm or disprove the basic findings of 
the Msika Transportation Plan.

DOT&,': completed a draft Bradfield Industrial Road Feasibility Study.
The rcpv. ..oncludes the construction of the road would be economically 
feasible assuming the start of certain resource development activities and the
resultant commodity movements. The completion of an EIS would provide
information necessary to continue the assessment of feasibility DOT&PF
supports the EIS.

i

The Kantishna Road project has been under consideration for several years. 
The completion of an EIS would allow DOT&PF to continue the assessment of 
alternatives and more accurately establish the feasibility and justification of 
the project. It is estimated that the EIS can be completed for $300,000. An 18 to 
24 month effort is expected.

it

Page 3 o f 3
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ANALYSIS - SB 211

Senate Bill No. 211 (SB 211) appropriates $600,000 from the general fund to the 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) for the 

preparation of environmental impact statements (EIS) for road access to 

Juneau via the Taku River Valley and Lynn Canal corridors.

The Southeast Alaska Transportation Plan, as amended in 1986, evaluated 

alternative transportation system improvements on a regional and multi­

modal scale. The Plan recommended a long-term improvement consisting of 

the addition of two largc-capacity, high-speed ferries to provide supplemental 

peak season service in the Lynn Canal corridor. The Plan further 

recommended that the Juncau-Haincs-Skagway road link continue to be 

monitored to ascertain when developments would warrant a re-assessment of 

" the feasibility of the road. The Plan did not recommend any further 

consideration of the Taku River corridor alternative due to the high cost and 

lack of transportation benefits.

D O T & P F  has determined that the construction of road access to Juneau via the 

Lynn Canal corridc * still lacks justification, at this time. However, D O T & P F  

supports SB 211 and the completion of an EIS since such an effort will provide 

valuable information to assist in the continued assessment of feasibility.

D O T & P F  docs not support a separate EIS for the Taku River route. Instead, the 

department recommends the Taku route be considered as one alternative 

during the development of the Lynn Canal corridor EIS. This will allow for 

analysis of this option sufficient to confirm or disprove the basic findings of 

the Southeast Alaska Transportation Plan.
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  PUBLIC FACILITIES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX Z
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-2500 
PHONE: (907) 465-3900

APR ?A  1989

A p r i l  19, 19 8 9

S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

In r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  A p r i l  7 l e t t e r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  e s t i m a t e d  
t h e  c o s t  to p r e p a r e  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  the 
p r o p o s e d  B r a d f i e l d  R e s o u r c e  R o a d ,  f r o m  t i d e w a t e r  to t h e  C a n a d i a n  

B o r d e r  to be $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  of t h i s  a m o u n t  w o u l d  
be u s e d  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  the p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t  p r o c e s s  a n d  f o r  
w r i t i n g  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  the d o c u m e n t .  T h e  o t h e r  h a l f  w o u l d  c o v e r  

th e  c o s t s  of s p e c i a l t y  c o n t r a c t  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  d o c u m e n t  w o u l d  be 
u s a b l e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  of f u n d s  u s e d  f o r  r o a d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  W e  e s t i m a t e  the e n t i r e  p r o c e s s  w o u l d  t a k e  b e t w e e n  
18 a n d  24 m o n t h s  to c o m p l e t e .

If I c a n  be of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h i s  r e g a r d ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me 
k n  .w.

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: W. K e i t h  G e r k e n ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  O p e r a t i o n s
J o n a t h a n  W. S c r i b n e r ,  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r

T1 LH




