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b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  b y  
i n t e r a g e n c y  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M e d i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  T h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  is f u n d i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  $ 9 6 . 1  f o r  F Y  89 a n d  F Y  90 
a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e  c o s t s  t o  r u n  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  o p e r a t i o n  b u d g e t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  n e w  f u n d s  
a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h i s  time.
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IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 156 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the regulation of nurse aides by

the Board of Nursing; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.68.100(a)(1) is amended to read:

(1) adopt regulations necessary to implement this chapter, 

including regulations pertaining to practice as an advanced nurse 

practitioner_j_ [AND] a nurse anest h e t i s t , and a nurse a i d e ;

* Sec. 2. AS 08.68 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.68.215. REGULATION OF NURSE AIDES. The board shall, by 

regulation, establish requirements for nurse aide certification and 

registration, standards for conducting nurse aide training programs, 

and grounds for taking disciplinary action against nurse aides.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.68 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.68.218. REQUIRED CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION OF NURSE

AIDES. After four months of employment as a nurse aide, a person may 

not perform as a nurse aide unless the person is certified and reg i s­

tered under this chapter.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.68.220 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.68.220. FEES. The Department of Commerce and Economic 

Development shall set fees under AS 08.01.065 for each of the follow­

ing:

(1) registered nursing:

(A) application;

i •
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(B> license by examination;

(C) license by endorsement;

(D) license renewal;

(E) temporary permit;

(2) practical or vocational nursing:

(A) application;

(B) license by examination;

(C) license by endorsement;

(D) license renewal;

(E) temporary permitj_

(3) nurse aide:

(A) application;

(B) examination;

(C) registration;

(D) registration r e n e w a l .

* Sec. 5. AS 08.68.410 is amended by adding a n e w  subsection to read:

(9) "nurse aide" means a person who, for compensation or 

personal profit, under the direction and supervision of a licensed 

practical or registered nurse assists a licensed practical or r e g i s­

tered nurse in the delivery of nursing care.

* Sec. 6. Sections 1, 2, 4, and 5 of this Act take effect immediately 

under AS 01.10.070(c).

* Sec. 7. Section 3 of this Act takes effect January 1, 1990.



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  & 
E C O N O M IC  D E V E L O P M E N T

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

' I

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR
/ i h o v r t ' D

P.O. BOX D-UC
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-OBOO
PHONE: (907) 465-2534

April 3, 1989

Honorable Rick Uehling, Co-chair 
Alaska State Senate 
Senate Finance Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Uehling:

Re: Proposed Amendment to SB 156, 
Regulation of Nurse Aides

As a result of a question raised in the Senate HESS committee, the 
department would like to propose a clarifying amendment to SB 156:

Page 1, Lines 2 0 - 2 2 :

Sec. 08.68.218. REQUIRED CERTIFICATION AND REGISTRA­
TION OF NURSE AIDES. After four months following employ­
ment as a nurse aide, a LAJ person may not perform as a 
nurse aide unless the person is certified and registered 
under this chapter.

Purpose of Amendment: Under the Nursing Reform Act of 1987, a
person may be hired as a nurse aide "trainee" and serve in that 
capacity for four (4) months before having to pass the nurse aide 
competency exam and be certified to the nurse aide registry. The 
present bill does not reflect that four-month training period. We 
ask that SB 156 be amended to provide for the employment' of trainees.

Sincerely,

Randall P. Burns 
Director

RPB/cw9615c
4389a

08-H8LH



G O V S ' *  N O  R

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

F e b r u a r y  3, 1989

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T i m  K e l l y  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9811

D e a r  Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  (DCED) t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  
e s t a b l i s h  a p r o g r a m  for c e r t i f y i n g  n u r s e  aides.

A  r e c e n t  f e d e r a l  l a w  r e q u i r e s  s t a t e s  to  c e r t i f y  t h e  e d u­
c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g ,  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r ,  n u r s e  
ai d e s .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
l o n g - t e r m - c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  q u a l i f y  for 
m e d i c a r e  a n d  m e d i c a i d  m o n e y .

T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n­
al l i c e n s i n g  i n  D C E D  a r e  j o i n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  
a g e n c i e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
a s p e c t s  s h o u l d  b e  in t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n­
sing, a n d  t h e  B o a r d  of  N u r s i n g  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  a s s u m e  r e­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  n u r s e  aides.

T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a p e r s o n  b e  
c e r t i f i e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  b e f o r e  p r a c t i c i n g  as a ^ i r s e  a i d e  
is d e l a y e d  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1990, t o  a l l o w  p e r s o n s
c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  as n u r s e  a i d e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  d o i n g  so 
u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  a r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to m e e t  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  
sec. 2 o f  t h i s  bill.

T h e  d i v i s i o n s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r u n n i n g  
t h i s  p r o g r a m  in F Y  89 a n d  F Y  90. A f t e r  that, t h e  s t a t e  
w i l l  h a v e  to a s s u m e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .



w m ; .

B e c a u s e  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a d v a n c e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  t h a t  is 
p r o v i d e d  b y  l o n g - t e r m - c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  
c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  w i l l  alloW/tftemNto c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  
f e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  I u r g e  youi
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Under the Nursing Reform Act of 1987 (PL 103-200), the federal government 
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implementation of the program at the start of 1989. As a result, funding 
is being provided to the Division of Occupational Licensing from the 
of Medical Assistance through a transfer of interagency receipts.
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465-2500

to begin 
of $96.1 
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The M edical Assistance B R U  w ill th e rea fte r continue to fund th is p rogram  
th rough  an  R SA  to the Occupational L icensing B R U .
The £«de ra l governm ent w ill match sta te expenditures fo r th is p rog ram  o f at 
le a s t a 50%  ra te .
F o r F Y  8 9 . th e  in teragency tra n s fe r expenditure breakdown is as fo llows:

P e rsona l Services
T rave l
C on tractua l
Supp lies
Equipm ent

$ 4 1 .0
10.0
38 .1
1.0
6.0

TOTAL $ 9 6 .1

F o r F Y  90 and th e rea fte r, the breakdown is as fo llow s:
P e rsona l Services 
T ra ve l 
C on tractua l 
Supp lies

$ 5 8 .4
12.8
55 .5
1.5

TOTAL $128 .2

3 4 8 5 D - 2

p a g e  _2_ o f  _2_
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0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Under the Nursing Reform Act of 1987 (PL 103-200), the federal govern­
ment requires each state to create a nurse aide training and certifica­
tion program and to begin implementation of the program at the start of 
1989. As a result, funding of $96.1 is being provided to the Division 
of Occupational Licensing by interagency receipts from the Division of

Prepared by: Jpnnifpr St.ripklpr. Adminictrativp Offjcpr  Phnm. • 465-2144 ________
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Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
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Office of Management and Budget 
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Medical Assistance in the Department of Health and Social Services. The 
federal government is funding a portion of the $96.1 for FY 89 and FY 90; 
after which, the costs to run the program will be built into the 
occupational licensing operating budget. Therefore, new funds are not 
required at this time.

mm0618t
011989a

Page 2 of 2




