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Original sponsor(s): SEN. STURGULEWSKI

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 1 1  (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing compensation for members of the

state Local Boundary Commission; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.47.579 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 44.47.579. COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES. A  member of the 

Local Boundary Commission is entitled to compensation at a rate of 

$150 for each day the member is attending a meeting of the commission. 

A member is also entitled to receive per diem and travel expenses 

authorized for members of boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1990.
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ANNUAL REPORT TO  TH E STATE LEGISLATURE 
JANUARY 1990

Senate Bill 1 1  - "An Act authorizing compensation for members of the 
state Local Boundary Commission".

This bill is v irtually  identical to a m easure app roved  by  the Senate in 1988 to p rov ide  
com pensation to each m em ber of the C om m ission a t a rate o f $150 for each d ay  the 
m em ber attends a m eeting. The C om m ission su p p o rts  this legislation.

The m erits of com pensation to the C om m ission w ere p erh ap s first recognized  by the 
Public A dm inistration  Service (PAS) w hich assisted the A laska Statehood C om m it­
tee and  Alaska C onstitutional C onvention  in setting  the fram ew ork  for the opera­
tion of the State of A laska. In a 1959 report, the PAS p ro v id ed  suggestions on  the 
significant issues requ iring  im m ediate atten tion  to effect A laska 's transition  to 
statehood. In its proposed  p rogram  for action by  the First Session of the First State 
Legislature it is recom m ended tha t the Local B oundary C om m ission be established. 
The rep o rt goes on to state th a t "M em bers o f the C om m ission should be adequately  
compensated . . . "  (Local G overnm ent U nder the A laska C onstitu tion , A Survey 
Report, Public A dm inistration  Service, Chicago, Illinois, January  9,1959, p. 23.)

It w ould  appear that com pensation w as n o t a particu larly  significant issue w ith  the 
C om m ission d u rin g  the years im m ediately  follow ing Statehood. W hen the Local 
B oundary C om m ission w as first form ed, there w ere only  abou t 30 m unicipal 
governm ents in Alaska. Records indicate that the Com m ission m et only a few  tim es 
each year. By contrast, there are 163 m unicipalities in the sta te  today. The cu rren t 
C om m ission typically m eets 15 - 20 tim es a year, often in rem ote parts  of the state.

The increase in the num ber of m unicipal governm ents and  the nu m b er o f m eetings 
alone do  no t fully account for the additional dem ands p laced on the C om m ission. 
Procedures w hich w ere sim ple th irty  years ago have, regretfully , g row n m uch m ore 
complex. For exam ple, the Com m ission operated  w ith o u t regulations un til it w as 
m andated  to establish such by a ru ling  of the Suprem e C ourt in 1971. Today, the 
C om m ission 's regulations take u p  m ore than  50 pages. A nother exam ple of ad d ed  
p rocedural responsibilities is the relatively recent requ irem en t th a t the U.S. Justice 
D epartm ent review  and  approve every m unicipal incorporation, d isso lu tion  and 
boundary  change app roved  by the Com m ission.

Further, given our litigious society an d  the typically controversial n a tu re  of the 
issues b rough t before the C om m ission, actions taken by the C om m ission are often 
challenged in court. Decisions of the Com m ission have been  the subject of four 
landm ark  ru lings by the State Suprem e Court. A  host of o ther S uprem e and  Superior
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C ourt decisions affect each and  every action taken by the Com m ission. The ever 
p resen t th rea t of legal challenge of actions by the Com m ission d em an d  th a t the 
C om m ission often spend  several days p reparing  for a single m eeting.

To deal w ith  the curren t bu rden  p laced u p o n  the Com m ission requires a level of 
expertise an d  perseverance beyond that w hich m igh t be reasonably  expected of 
volunteers. The fiscal im pact of such legislation w o u ld  be m inim al. Based u p o n  25 
one-day  m eetings per year w ith com pensation of $150 per day , the total com pensa­
tion to  the C om m ission w ould  am o u n t to $18,750. Therefore, the Com m ission urges 
the Legislature to approve Senate Bill 11.
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C O M P E N S A T I O N  T O  S T A T E  B O A R D S  A N D  C O M M I S S I O N S

The O-t— &J 3 5)13— B.Q.&Tds— sUld_Conuniss ions Bo^k published bv
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  in M a r c h ,  1 9 8 9  l i s t s  116 " s t a t u t o r i l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
f u n c t i o n i n g  in s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t " .  A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of" t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n  s h o w s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e s e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  
r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  as f o l l o w s :

BOARD.
C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n :

C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
B a n k  - B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s "  a n d  T e a c h e r s ’ D i s ­
a b i l i t y  R e v i e w  B o a r d

B o a r d  ot F i s h e r i e s  

B o a r d  of G a m e

A l a s k a  H o u s i n g  F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n

A l a s k a  I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
E x p o r t  A u t h o r i t y

O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  

R e v i e w  H o a r d

S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  P a r o l e

A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  C o r p o r a t i o n  

B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s

P r o f e s s i o n a l  T e a c h i n g  P r a c t i c e s  
C o m m i s s i  o n

P u b l i c  o f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n

A l a s k a  S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  F o u n d a ­
t i o n  - B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s

A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n

A l a s k a  W o r k e r s *  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d

S a l a r i e d

N o t  to e x c e e d  
$ 2 5 0 / d a y

H o u r l y  C o m p e n s a t i o n  
" c o n s i s t e n t  'wi t h  
n o r m a l  h o u r l y
e a r n i n g s "  for 2 

m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  
p h y s i c i a n s

$ 1 5 0  - $ 1 0 0 / d a y

$ 1 5 0  - $ 1 0 0 / d a y

$ 1 0 0 / d a y

$ 1 0 0 / d a y

$ 5 0 / d a y

" S e t  by G o v e r n o r "

$ 4 0 0 / d a y

" a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
l e a v e ;  s t a t e

r e i m b u r s e s  for
m o r e  t h a n  15 d a y s "

$ 5 0 / d a y

$4 0 0 / d a y

$ 2 0 0 / d a y

S a l a r i e d  

$ 5 0 / d a y
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