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BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 83 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to legal holidays; and establishing
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Martin Luther King, Jr., Day as a legal holiday."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.12.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.12.010. LEGAL HOLIDAYS. The following days are legal 

holidays:

(1) the first of January, known as New Year's Day;

(2) the third Monday of January, known as Martin Luther 

Kins, Jr.'s Birthday as provided in (b) of this section [THE 12TH OF 

FEBRUARY, KNOWN AS LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY];

(3) the third Monday in February, known as Presidents' Day 

[WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY];

(4) the last Monday of March, known as Seward's Day;
I

(5) the last Monday in May, known as Memorial Day;

(6) the fourth of July, known as Independence Day;

(7) the first Monday in September, known as Labor Day;

(8) the 18th [EIGHTEENTH] of October, known as Alaska Day;

(9) the 11th of November, known as Veterans' day;

(10) the fourth Thursday in November, known as Thanksgiving

Day;

(11) the 25th of December, known as Christmas Day;

(12) every Sunday;

(13) every day designated by public proclamation by the 

President of the United States or the governor of the state as a legal

HB0083C -1- CSHB 8 3 (Fin)



holiday.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.12.010 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) For employment purposes, Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday 

is a legal holiday for state employees who

(1) are not covered by a collective bargaining agreement;

or

(2) are covered by a collective bargaining agreement whose

terms

(A) include by name Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birth­

day; or

(B) have been amended to substitute a holiday on the 

third Monday of January for Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday in 

place of another paid holiday.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.12.045 is repealed.

CSHB 83(Fin) -2- HB0083C
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A p ril 5, 1989

To: S en a to rs  R ick  U eh lin g  a n d  Jo h n e  B ink ley , C o -ch a irs  and
M em bers; S en a te  F in an c e  C om m ittee

Re: CS fo r  H ouse B ill No. 83 (F IN A N C E ); "An A ct re la tin g  to  legal
h o lid ay s ; a n d  e s tab lish in g  M a rtin  L u th e r  K in g , Jr., D ay  as a  legal 
H oliday."

N E A -A laska  s tro n g ly  su p p o rts  a n d  enco urag es y o u r fa v o ra b le  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f HB 
83.

It is m ost a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  w e ackn ow led ge  the  b ir th d a y  o f th is  t ru ly  o u ts ta n d in g  
B lack A m erican  w ho w as th e  lea d e r o f the  A m erican  c iv il r ig h ts  m ovem ent.

T h ro u g h  h is e f fo r ts , D r. K in g  n o t on ly  exposed  ra c ia l in ju s tic e  b u t ra ised  o u r 
c o llec tiv e  con sc ien ce  to  a ll in ju s tic e  a n d  in e q u ity  in  o u r socia l and  econom ic 
p rog ram s. H is a c tiv i t ie s  re p re se n t th e  h ig h est d eg ree  o f  p a tr io tism  a n d  th e  v ery  
s p ir i t  o f o u r d em ocracy .

D r. K in g ’s co m m itm en t to n o n -v io len t m ethods w ill c o n tin u e  to  serve  as a m odel 
fo r  a ll  in te re s ts  w h ich  f in d  the  need to  sp eak  o u t on m a tte rs  o f  concern .

H is e f fo r ts  h av e  o pened  th e  doo rs o f  hope, a sp ira tio n , a n d  b e lie f  in  se lf-w o rth  fo r  
a ll g rou p s w h ich  h av e  been  d isa d v a n ta g e d  by o u r so c ia l and  econom ic system s.

It is tim e  fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  A laska  to ackn ow led ge  D r. K in g ’s e f f o r t  by m ak in g  his 
b ir th d a y  a legal s ta te  h o liu ay .

We recom m end  a lso  th a t  th is  p a r tic u la r  h o lid a y  be d es ig n a ted  as a lega l h o lid a y  in 
a ll o f  th e  p u b lic  schools in  the  S tate.

T h a n k  you fo r  y o u r c o n s id e ra tio n  o f o u r p ositio n .

R e sp e c tfu lly  su b m itted ,

Ju d y  Salo



January 12, 1989

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

The Honorable Sam Cotten 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Cotten:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill to establish Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day as a legal holiday. Although, in 
1982, AS 44.12.045 was enacted to establish Martin Luther 
King Day as a day of commemoration, I firmly believe that 
the immeasurable contributions of Dr. King to our society 
merit this additional recognition.

Acting on that conviction, I recently issued a proclamation 
under AS 44.12.010(13) designating January 16, 1989 a legal 
holiday. Selecting that day, the third Monday in January, 
conforms to federal legislation (5 U.S.C. 6103) that desig­
nates that day a national holiday each year. To honor 
Dr. King on a permanent basi^fxT^AlasketTN^I am introducing 
this bill which also conforins to thq federal legislation.

Stove Cowper 
Governor




