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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : R E P .  L A R S O N ,  M e n a r d

IN THE HOUSE BY T H E  F I N A N C E  COMMITTEE

SE NA TE CS FOR CS F O R  H O U S E BI LL NO. 78 (Finance)

IN T H E  LE GI SL A T UR E OF THE STATE OF  A L A S K A  

SI XT EE NT H L E GI S L A T U R E  - SE CO ND SE SS IO N

A  BILL

For an Ac t entitled: "An Ac t es ta bl is h i n g the C a r i b o u  Cree k Recreational

M i n i n g  Area ."

BE IT E N AC TE D BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 41.23 is amende d by ad di ng n e w  sections to read:

AR TI CL E  3. R E C R E A T I O N A L  MINING.

Sec. 41.23.600. PURPOSE. The p u r p o s e  of AS 41.23.600 - 41.23.- 

620 is to es ta bl i s h the area de s c ri be d in AS  41.23.620 as the Ca ribo u 

Creek R e cr e a ti on al M i n i n g  Area. The C a ri b o u  C r ee k  Re cr ea ti o n al M i ni ng 

A r e a  is es ta bl is h e d to p rovide for a p u b l i c  r e c r ea ti on a l m i n i n g  area 

to pe rm it publ ic re cr ea ti on al ac tivities and to a l lo w other mu lt ip le - 

use activities to co ntin ue as long as the ac ti vi ti es do not detract 

from the pr im ar y pu rp os e for the es ta b l is hm ent  of the C a ri bo u Creek 

Re cr ea ti on al M i n i n g  Area.

Sec. 41.23.610. M A N A G E M E N T  A N D  RE GU LA TI ON S. (a) The c o m m i s ­

sioner is re sp o n s i bl e for the m a n a g e m e n t  of the surf ace an d subsurface 

estate w i t h i n  the Ca ri b o u  Cr ee k Re c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  Area n e c e s s a r y  to 

carry out the purposes of AS 41.23.600. The c o m m is si on e r shall adopt
9

and m a y  r e vi se a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  an d shall adopt regula ti on s for the 

management, use, and de ve lo pm en t o f  the C a r i b o u  Creek Re cr ea ti on al 

Mi ni ng Area.

(b) Th e m a n a g e m e n t  plan, i n cluding a n y  revisions, and regula-
t

tions a d o p t e d  by the co mm is si on er shall be d e ve lo pe d  in co ns ultation 

w i t h  the co mm is si on er of fish and game and the c o mm is s i o n er  of trans- 1 

po rt at io n  an d  pu bl ic facilities. Th e m a n a g e m e n t  p lan an d  regulati on s

-1- SCS CSHB 78(Fin)
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shall address, bu t n o t  be l imited to,

(1) the m e t h o d s  of m i n i n g  p e r m i t t e d  w i t h i n  the Caribou 

Creek R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  Area;

(2) the types of m i n i n g  eq ui pm en t that ma}' be u s e d  wi th in 

the Caribo u C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  Area;

(3) the p r o t e c t i o n  of ha bi t a t w i t h i n  the C a r i b o u  Creek 

Re cr ea ti on al M i n i n g  Area; and

(A) other re st ri ct io ns c o ns is te nt w i t h  the purposes stated 

in AS 41.23.600.

(c) Ex ce pt as p r o v i d e d  in this subsection, the C a r i b o u  Creek 

Re cr ea ti on al M i n i n g  A r e a  is o p en to r e c r ea ti o n a l m i n i n g un de r  AS 41.- 

23.600 - 41.23.620. The co mm is si on er of fish and game is resp onsi ble 

for the m a na g e m e n t  of the fish and game re so urces an d the p u bl ic use 

of fish and wi l d l i f e  resour ce s w i t h i n  the C a ri bo u  Cr e e k Re cr ea ti on al 

M i n i n g  A r e a  co ns istent w i t h  the purposes stated in AS 41.23.600. The 

co mm issi oner of fish and game shall issue a ge ne r a l p e r m i t  to the 

public au th or i z i n g r e cr ea ti o n al  m i n i n g  ac ti vi ti es subject to seasonal 

re strictions on the m i n i n g  activities w i t h i n  sp ec i f i e d w a t e r b o d y  areas 

ne c e ss ar y to m a i n t a i n  fi sh er y  re s ources w i t h i n  the C a r i b o u  Creek

Re cr ea ti on al M i n i n g  Area.

(d) T h e  C a r i b o u  Cr e e k  R e cr e a ti on al M i n i n g  A r e a  is c l os ed to

mi ne ra l  entry un de r A S  38 .05.175 - 38.05.275.
r

(e) Th e c o mm is s i o n er shall p e rm it the c o ns tr uc t i on  and r e a l i g n ­

m e n t of the Gl en n  H i g h w a y  b y  the co mm is si on er of tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 

public facilities w i t h i n  the C a ri bo u  Cr ee k R e cr ea t i o n al  M i n i n g  A r e a  as 

f o l l o w s ;

(1) Town ;hip 20 North, Range 10 East, Se wa rd M e r i d i a n

Sect ion 29: The cent er li ne  of  the r e a l i g n e d  Glenn

H i g h w a y  is d e s c r i b e d  as c o mm encing at the So ut hw es t c o rn er of

CSHB 7 8 (Fin)



Section 29; thence on a state plane, Zone 4 b e a r i n g  of N o r t h  2 

degrees 09'55" West, alon g the W e s t  b o u n d a r y  of Sect io n 29, 

1481.55 feet to p r o p o s e d  cent er line St a t i o n 692+58.19 and the 

True Point of Beginning; thence South 85 degrees 52'40" East, a 

distance of 3395.32 feet to p r o p o s e d  cent er li ne  Station 

726+53.51; thence along a curve to the left, h a v i n g  a radi us of 

916.73 feet, through an arc of 121 degrees 37*14", a dist an ce of 

1945.93 feet to P.C.C. St at io n 745+99.44; t h en ce along a compound 

curve to the left, h a v i n g  a radius of 1637.02 feet, th r o ug h an 

arc of 30 degrees 01*50", a distance of 858.01 feet to P o i n t  of 

Ta ng e n t Stat ion 754+57.45; thence N o r t h  57 degrees 31*44" West, a 

di st ance of 453.00 feet to P.C. St ation 759+10.45; thence al o n g  a 

curve to the right, h a vi ng a radius of 996.45 feet, t h ro ug h an 

arc of 144 degrees 30*28",. a distance of 25 13.1 8 feet to P o i n t  of 

Ta ng ent St atio n 784+23.63 B A C K  = 741+49.55 AHEAD; thence N o r t h  86 

degrees 58*44'* East, a distance of 1347.13 feet to Station 

754+96.68, a point on the east b o u n d a r y  of Se ct i o n 29, said point 

is South 2 degrees 09*55" East, a di st ance of 115.88 feet from 

the No r t he as t corner of Se ct io n 29;

(2) the r i g h t - o f - w a y  lines that cross C a r i bo u C r ee k R e c r e a ­

tional M i n i n g  A r e a  ex te nd v a r y i n g  distances f r o m  the ce nt e r l i n e  as 

f o l l o w s :
i

(A) from Stat ion 760+00 to Station 765+00 the right- 

of-way extends 300 feet on the left of c e nt er li n e an d  150 feet on 

the right;

(B) fr om S ation 765+00 to Sta t io n 700+00, the right- 

of -w ay expends 300 feet o n  ea ch side of the centerline;

(C) from S tation 780+00 to P.T. Statio n 784+23.63 the 

ri g h t - o f - w a y  extends 300 feet nn the left and
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ri gh t of the centerline.

Sec. 41.23.620. CA RI BOU C R EE K R E C R E A T I O N A L  M I N I N G  AREA. The 

va c a n t  and u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  st ate- owne d land and wa te r a n d  the state 

land a n d  w a t e r  acqu ir ed in the future that lie w i t h i n  100 feet of 

ei th er o r di na r y h i g h  w a t e r  or m e a n  h i g h  tide of the banks of the 

creeks or rivers de sc ri be d in this s ection are d e s i g n at ed  as the 

C a r i b o u  C r e e k  R e c r ea ti on a l M i n i n g  Area, are r e s e r v e d  f r o m all uses 

in c o mp at ib l e w i t h  the purp os es of AS 41.23.600, and are a s s i gn ed to 

the c o mm is s i o n er for control and management:

T o w n sh ip 20 North, Range 10 East, Seward M e r i d i a n

(1) That p o r t i o n  of Caribou Cr e e k located in 

Se ct i o n 28: Wl/2

Se ct ion 29: El/2

(2) T h at  p o r t i o n  of the M a t a n u s k a  Ri ve r lo c a te d in 

Se ct i o n 3?.: S E 1/4

Se ct i o n 33: NEl/4, NW1/4, SW1/4

SCS CSHB 7 8 (Fin)
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Rep. Ronald L. Larson
C O -C H A IR M A N  
(907) 46 5-3727

INTtRIUADOACU
P.O. B ox  53 

P a lm er, A la s k a  99645  
(907) 745-3826 blouse of &epcesentattoes

Comm ittee on Finance 
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Rep. Lyman Hoffman
C O -C H A IR M A N
(9 0 7 )4 8 5 -3 7 0 6

INTIft'MAOOMM
P.O. B ox 8 6 6  

B e th e l, A la s k a  09 559  
(907) 543-3541

March 30, 1990

TO:

FROM:

Senate Finance Committee members

Representative Ronald Larson, Co-chairman 
House Finance Committee

SUBJECT: HB 78, establishing a recreational mining area

HB 78. an Act establishing the Caribou Creek Recreation Area, is an 
attempt on my part to establish a tourist destination point. Such an 
area would give tourists a location where they can pan for gold or 
other minerals without having to research land title status or go 
through procedures to acquire state permits. For example, the state 
Division of Mining estimates they receive about 250 letters from 
out-of-state inquiring about opportunities and areas in Alaska 
available for small scale, recreational mining activities.

Caribou Creek is located at approximately mile 105 on the Glenn 
Highway-about 65 miles from Palmer. The Recreational Mining 
Area consists of the drainage of Caribou Creek located between the 
Glenn Highway bridge and its confluence with the Matanuska River, 
and up to 100 feet of the highwater mark on each side of the creek.

Please note on page 1, line 15 that all other multiple-use activities 
are allowed to continue. The Commissioner of the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) will be responsible for the management of



Senate Finance Committee members 
March 30, 1990 
page 2

the land, and the Department of Fish & Game will continue to manage 
the fish and wildlife resources. Seasonal restrictions that may be 
necessary to protect fisheries habitat will be provided in a general 
permit to be issued by Fish & Game (page 2, line 16).

Caribou Creek is catalogued as an "anadromous stream" under 
AS 16.05.870. Stream surveys done last summer failed to confirm 
that salmon use this drainage for spawning. Surveys will continue 
to monitor Caribou Creek in order to determine if an anadromous 
classification by the Dept, of Fish & Game is necessary.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this bill. Please don't 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments.



ILECOPIER 295

■AA_fi]J33 Efl«emtnt.pgfld-BCA ? S : e /L  181 Stef 4 4 1 - 4 441 
oi to the following' Sac 24 S 1 I t  SE 1/4; Scc.2S- NW 1/4.
N I /2  NE I / 4 ; Sac.26- N l /2*. Sac. 27 ' N of Uotonuiko Rivaft 
Sac 28  W l /g .  NE I /4 iS ee  29» S I/2-. Sec.lQ- NW 1/4 . 5 I /2 .

*  £>c/ submerged Lds to be identiHtd of lime of survey

Acxotse /t/w - -

*j.~TAU?£]tJ {&<> 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

Resolution No. 89- 065 A M

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA 
BOROUGH, SUPPORTING RECREATIONAL MINING IN THE CARIBOU CREEK 
MINING AREA_____________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, encompassing approximately

23,000 square miles, is one of the largest Boroughs in the state of

Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough consists of suburban, urban 

and rural areas and is presently experiencing one of the highest rates 

of unemployment in the state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has taken an 

aggressive approach in the promotion of economic development and tourism 

in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 78 proposes to establish the Caribou Creex 

Recreational Mining Area which will attract visitors and promote tourism 

in the state of Alaska and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area will 

include vacant and unappropriated State-owned land and waters within the 

NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 28, the NE1/4, SW1/4 Section of 29, the SE1/4 of 

Section 32, and the NE1/4, NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 33 Township 20 North, 

Range 10 East, Seward Meridian, Alaska.

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation may be improved with two revi­

sions.

-  1 - Reso. 89-065 
AM 89-183



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the Matanuska- 

Susitna Borough supports the passage of House Bill 78 with the following 

revisions:

1) That the recreational mining activities receive a waiver from

the standard DEC and EPA water quality standards for non-rec- 

reational mining; and

2} That in the event the area is never placed into operation

because of the costs associated with meeting the State and

Federal water quality standards then the land would fall back

to its current status.

ACCEPTED AND APPROVED by the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough, Alaska, this l G day of ■Apt'-} I_________________, 1989.

ATTEST:

(SEAL)

JD/tcl74

2 - R e s o .  8 9 - 0 6 5
AM 8 9 - 1 8 3



Caribou Creek, South Fork latan iska F.lver

Eastern portion of the Hatanuski Susi.tna orough, Township 20N 
Range 10E, Seward Heridiar, Sec. 28, 32, 3.

Location

Access Point: Gl.enn Highway, south side near ;aribou Creek bridge.

Discussion: Caribou Creek flows southerly from the Talkeetna Mountains to 
its confluence with the Scuth Fork of the Hatanuska River on 
the sough side of the Glei n Higr.way. Caribou Creek is one of 
several streams draining the western portion of the Nelchina 
Mining district. Caribou CreeV from the Glenn Highway bridge 
northward into the Talkeei na Hcuntaiis is heavily staked with 
mining claims.

The section of stream proposed here lies south of the Glenn 
Highway bridge and is app 'oxim.teiy a mile in length to its 
confluence with the South Fork of the Matanuska River. South 
of the confluence, approx imate y a nlle and one-half of stream 
on the South Fork is also proposed.

Below the highway bridge, Carl>ou Cteek forms a broad flood 
plain with numerous graveL bar;. Lsrge amounts of sediment is 
flushed through the canyci abo re th» bridge during spring 
runoff replenishing the gravel bar • ach year. Gold is present 
in this drainage, althougn pro>ably not in commercial 
qualtity. Access would Is off the : outh side of the Glenn 
Highway down a one lane g ravel road along the east bank of 
Caribou Creek.

Land Status: This township is presently state se ected.
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^acar (sreonoary) oroov* 

cooa otocvM tna targa* cf ^v a - rx x  
t.'osoacors occuf •«*** scno roe* Tna 
toctt «aa o n t o  anan - r»

^•00040 ■'Om mm*»jprng t o u o n  On* 
•voanrn swgg««a ma souca 9 m# sc*u- 
'On* «tt "OVfP 10c* 9  t " i y i  A* in f 
-agma e>ao Kong tracers n Cvapymg ocm tamoMiurrs cooao amjma i*w%#ia 
COn|Mua«l* nciuC'Pg 
;do Dac'0«a*aa ommg

M o i a r i l l  I.MTy to 
*aruaoa *ooa oaoovn ntva oaan 
'oougnry r c o a o  1>a 'N io r a o c io  
yosoaco  «un una caxxai oorsn 1 nava 
muot 9  a cnanca to 
o w o w  *otn oKxna 
‘M o n M a o i o o i o i o w t  
-»y n a  oa »mc*a HarD'OCA 
ooaoaoort *ano i r o n  of 
maonff worn ma 0400M 10 
arnmarciAt v*rytc«
'aoa 9  aawy crtcai

Tha mo* common "roo 9 Aisry a  r a  r*a 
A n n  a

n a mutura 
0 9 U  ano
gyo  ana ma raautrg taaagcKJ mafl 
•orm* a ounon The Dunon •  remeeed 
n a o o n u r  cuoa*

— png otnnfl a 0—0 
cfgao nmanmagad 1 wegnea. a goo  b  mot re o  •  oc— nea 
'or r a  naromot D m otao r 

Pecrworm  mnars a n  uauaty more rv 
•raoaa m me second rvpe a  goo oaoo*.

*mc9 oaooan. A CM09 oaooat a  a oorv 
:r r* » < n  9  n a rw  ma— *f r a  naa ac- 
:u nua iaa  <n me saomana a  a vraam oad 
9  Dtacn Goo. fraad from co t 0400—  
Dr ro t o n  ow aagraon 9  oacomooa— r  
a  me rx x m n g  m a t .« car roa ao— a— t

4»~4*a«< cj-cm-ovo ta*at g«â* :•
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. pec101? .and Geologists/'an Anchor*
age mining equipment shop*.

P ack a gold pan with your pic- 'j7-r- Madonna has a simple answer for 
nic lunch if you're heading those w ho wonder where they should;

out of Anchorage today — o r  pan. “The entire state, with the ex-
anytime. . . • V-vV* •. ception of the North Slope, is consid-

It provides an excuse to stop at ered the gold province of Alaska;'^
some waysides you would otherwise. V  Finding color, or gold fleclo, is a s \
cruise past. It's also a cheap way to 
become part of Alaska's heritage.

Gold can be found in man y  of the 
streams accessible by the state high­
way system, says a m a n  who has 
prospected for 30 years in Alaska. 
The recreational panner won’t get 
rich, or even pay for his inexpensive 
equipment. But he can hope to bring 
home a few of the glinting flecks that - 
drew thdisands to the north country . 
during the past 80 years, says James 
Madonna, owner of Alaskan Pros-
• * ■> • ■••.Sil.-S:;-1.. •

gravel washed downstream. Gold . 
would be deposited just downstream 
of rapids, where the water first be­
gins. to slow. Gravel bars are good 
places to look, as are the gravel de- - 
posits around bewilders. - ......

M a n y  streams do not carry no­
ticeable amounts of gold. But, say

simple as pulling over at a wayside both Madonna and Hcekzema, any 
and panning the gravel, he said. If -“. areas in mountainous terrain are 
the wayside is near a stream where 'worth a try,
it boils out of the mountains, the like-. 
lihood of finding gold is relatively 
good. The water’s force can carry 
the heavy metal only a certain dis­
tance. Where streams slow as they 
cross flatlands, gold is dropped;.~ " ' 

Robert Hoekzetna, a geologist 
with the U.S. Bureau of Mines, sug­
gested panners hike upstream of 
highways to get away from roadway

'* The National Park Service an­
nounced last week that recreational 
panning is allowed in all national 
parks in Alaska. Gold claim owners 
at Crow Creek near Gird wood, and , 
at the Hubbard Mining Museum near • 
Cooper puiding on the Kenai Penin- ' 
suia, provide the opportunity to pan • 
proven gold ground for a price.

—r * "Gold panning is open every- f  
where but on a m a n’s claim," M a­
donna said. When leaving a roadside 
area to pan, be aware that claims 
might have been staked along it. 
Miners can be touchy about recrea­
tional partners. The gold they take 
isn't a problem. Vandalism of equip­
ment, liability and interruption of 
professional mining operations are 
problems. If you’re interested in 
panning on a staked claim, talk to 
the claim holder first. • \ .

Certain basic equipment is 
needed to find any flecks. Pans ore / 
either dark-colored plastic or steel, * 
Madonna recommends 14-or 16-inch . 
steel pans. “If you throw your spare 
tire on top of a plastic pan, i t ■ 
breaks.”

The dark plastic often j  popular 
with miners because bright gold 
rhows up more readily in it. A  shiny 
steel pan can be blued by baking it in 
the oven for an hour at 350 degrees.

’ The edges of the pan should be 
rippled to keep gold flecks from slid­
ing out when the gravel is swished by 
over-exuberant miners.



Phoenix, Arizona 85069 
(602) 285-1627

January 27. 1990

Kines I n f o r m a t i o n  Office 

3601 C S t r e .et 
Anchorage, A K  99503

To W h o m  It hay Concern:

Can y o u  pl ea se send me i n f o r m a t i o n  about m i n i n g  for 
orecious meta ls i n  y o u r  state. Not o n  a super-serious 
level, b u t  just w i t h  s couple of pans, etc.*

I ne ed to ’.mow the laws, so we will no t be in  v i o l a t i o n  
and location s that are free to the pu b l i c for pa nn in g 
for re cr ea ti on al purposes.

If yo u m i g h t  have some m a ps av a i la bl e on some good lo cations 
that we can go to, p l e a s e  s n d  this in fo rm a t i o n also.

Thanlcyou for your assistance.

Si nc er el y yoivs,

" 0 /
^ cr~

Gordon h a y h e w
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
CEPARTMENT

Fish and Game

(DIVISION BILL NUMBER

Habitat CS HB 78

SPONSOR

R e n s . Larson and Menard
SKRT 717.2 OP 3.U

C a r i b o u  C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  A r o a .
OEPARTMENT POSITION

Support /L A
pqepapeo ar,8V r n f f t/ /  /fy.1

Frank
DATE

.1-12-90
CQMUjsiiURERS SiGr  *.

î iU U L h* h o
SU M M A RY

OTHER AGENCIES apfecteo by bill

Dept, of Natural Resources 
Dept, of Environmental Conservation

CONSTITUENT QROUPlSl APPECTEO BY BIU.

Commercial and Sport Fishermen

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BIU

.Unknown

FISCAL IMPACT: □ NONE J2£ fiscal note attached

8ACKGROUNOILEGISLATIVE INTENT

The Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area is proposed to designate an 
area for recreational placer mining for the public.

ANALYSIS OF 3ILLPROGRAM EFFECTS

The bill would establish the Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area on the 
lower reach of Caribou Creek and a portion of the Matanuska River. These 
streams have been specified as being important for the spawning, rearing or 
migration of anadromous fisheries by the commissioner of the ADF&G pursuant 
to AD 16.05.870(a). The proposed legislation requires that the commisssione: 
of ADNR adopt a management plan and regulations for the management, use and 
development of the recreational mining area in consultation with the ADF&G. 
The plan and regulations may address methods of mining permitted, the types 
of mining equipment that may be used, the protection of habitat, and other 
restrictions consisitent with the purposes stated in AS 41.23.600. The b i l ’ 
further recognizes that the commissioner of the ADF&G is responsible for 
the management of fish and game within the proposed area and that the 
commissionermay require seasonal restrictions on operations within the area 
to maintain fishery resources. The ADF&G has worked with the sponsors on

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

We recommend the following revisions to the language of the bill.

Page 1, line 26: "The management plan, including any revisions, and..."
Page 1, line 29: "The management plan and regulations MAY shall address, 
but not be limited t o ..."
Page 2, line 8: reference to AS 42.23.600 should be changed to AS 41.23.600.

RLZA i t  ATTACH  A  K P A JU T T  S H U T  FOR AO O tTOKAi. C O N M E X T *  OR ANALYSIS.

01-OW (fVr*. 12/83)
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