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e
Original spoiisor(s>» REP. DAVIDSON, Ulmer

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR H OUSE B ILL NO. 476 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to members of the Board of Fisheries

and the Board of Game."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 16.05.221 is amended by adding a ne w subsection to 

L0 read:

(c) A  member of the Board of Fisheries or the Board of Game who 

has an interest, financial or otherwise, in a business or organization 

relating to fish or game resources, shall disclose that interest in 

the manner provided for in AS 39.52.220.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05.280 is amended to read:

Sec. 16.05.280. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may

remove a board member for inefficiency, neglect of duty, [OR] m i s c o n­

duct in o f f i c e , or because th e member has been convicted of violating 

a statute or regulation related to fish or game, by delivering to the 

member a written copy of the charges and giving the member an o ppor­

tunity to be heard in person or through counsel at a public hearing

before the governor or a designee upon at least 10 days' notice by 

registered rr^il. The member may confront and cross-examine adverse 

witnesses. Upon removal, the governor or a designee shall file in the 

proper state office the findings and a complete statement of all 

charges made against the member.

* Sec. 3. AS 16.05.290 is amended to reaJ:

Sec. 16.05.290. COMPENSATION OF BOARD MEMBERS. Each member cf a

board is entitled to compensation at a rate equal to Step A, Range 22,
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of the salary schedule in AS 39.27.011(a) for Juneau, Alaska, [TRAVEL

EXPENSES AND $150 PER DIEM] for each day going to and from and for

each day in actual attendance at board meetings. For other meetings

or conferences authorized by a board a member shall receive compensa­

tion at a rate equal to one-half of Step A, Range 22, of the salary 

schedule in AS 39.27.011(a) for Juneau, Alaska, for each [$100 PER]

day going to and from and for each day in actual <-• t t e n d a n c e .______Each

member of a board is also entitled to travel expenses and per diem

authorized for boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180.
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SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE LETTER OF INTENT CS HB 476 (Resources)In  p a s s in g  CS HB 476 (R es), th e  S e n ate  R eso u rces Committee acknow ledges th e  s e r io u s  s i t u a t io n  w hich has e v o lve d  r e g a r d in g  th e  p e r s o n a l s a c r i f i c e s  re q u ire d  o f  th o se  who s e rv e  on th e  A la s k a  Boards o f  F is h  and Game, and our d e s ir e  t o  f in d  ways to  e a se  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .The R e so u rce s Committee su p p o rts  A la s k a 's  system  o f  s tr o n g , autonom ous, la y  Boards o f  F is h  and Game. The s t a t e  h as been v e ry  fo r t u n a t e  t h a t  d e d ic a te d  q u a l i f i e d  in d iv id u a ls  have alw ays been w i l l i n g  t o  se rv e  on th e  Boards o f  F is h  and Game. But s e r v in g  on th e s e  two bo ard s i s  so d i f f e r e n t  from s e r v in g  on o th e r  s t a t e  boards and com m ission s, and th e  demands o f  t im e , s t r e s s  and p e rso n a l expense a re  becom ing so extrem e, t h a t  a number o f  m easures w i l l  need to  be ta k e n  in  o rd e r to  make i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e s e  boards t o  c o n tin u e  to  fu n c t io n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  la y  b o a rd s .By s l i g h t l y  in c r e a s in g  th e  com pensation r e c e iv e d  by th e  board members, CSHB 476 b e g in s  to  ad d ress p a r t  o f  th e  h a rd sh ip  c r e a te d  by th e  v e ry  lo n g  r e g u la to r y  m eetin gs o f  th e  b o a rd s , and th e  la r g e  number o f  t o t a l  days members must be away from home and jo b s , and p a y in g  f o r  h o t e ls  and r e s t a u r a n t s . However, we b e l ie v e  t h a t  in c r e a s e d  m onetary com pensation f o r  board members i s  o n ly  one s te p  tow ards s o lv in g  th e  h a rd s h ip s  t h a t  exten d ed  m eetin gs cau se t o  th e  board members, th e  p u b l ic ,  and governm ental s t a f f  and o p e r a t io n s .We u rge th e  Boards o f  F is h  and Game to  p u rsu e methods o f  " s t r e a m lin in g "  t h e i r  fu n c t io n s  in  ways w hich w i l l  n o t damage th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  d e c is io n -m a k in g  or th e  p u b l ic  in p u t p r o c e s s . The fo llo w in g  a re  s e v e r a l a re a s  w hich w* would en cou rage th e  boards to  c o n s id e r :* The Board o f  F is h  m ight be a b le  t o  r e v is e  th e  sch e d u le  under w hich th e y  c o n s id e r  r e g u la to r y  arec ~ to  a minimum th r e e  y e a r  c y c l e ,  in s te a d  o f  th e  c u r r e n t tw o -y e a r c y c l e .  T h is  may be e f f e c t i v e  in  re d u cin g  th e  a v e ra g e  number o f  m eetin g days r e q u ir e d  p e r  y e a r . I t  would be e s p e c ia l ly  im p ortan t to  m a in ta in  a v e ry  c l e a r  and w orkable method f o r  ta k in g  p a r t i c u l a r  is s u e s  up e a r l i e r  i f  th e  need (not n e c e s s a r i ly  an emergency) a r i s e s ,  and t o  a ssu re  th e  p u b lic  t h a t  t h i s  mechanism i s  in  p la c e .The Board o f  Game c u r r e n t ly  has a f a i r l y  w e ll e s t a b lis h e d  s e t  o f  r e g u la to r y  c y c l e s ,  b u t may b e n e f i t  from  re v ie w in g  them to  see  i f  any c o u ld  be e x te n d e d .



* In  r e c e n t  y e a rs  th e  board s have made an e f f o r t  t o  s e t  th e  su b m issio n  d e a d lin e s  f o r  p r o p o s a ls  a s  f a r  in  advance o f  r e g u la to r y  m eetin gs as f e a s i b l e .  We see  t h a t  as an e f f e c t i v e  means o f  a v o id in g  l a s t  m inute " k n e e - je r k "  p r o p o s a ls  and en courage t h i s  p r a c t ic e  whenever s t a b le  c o n d it io n s  make i t  a p p r o p r ia te .* When boards is s u e  t h e i r  " c a l l  f o r  p r o p o s a ls "  b e fo r e  a m e e tin g , keep th e  scope o f  th e  a re a s  to  be co n sid e re d  as narrow and e x p l i c i t  as p o s s ib le .* In  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  above ite m , th e  bo ard s m ight c o n s id e r  p r i o r i t i z i n g  t h e i r  work lo a d  by l i s t i n g  th e  a re a s  o f  p r o p o s a ls  to  be ta k e n  up in t o  c a t e g o r ie s  ra n g in g  from c r u c i a l  management is s u e s  down t o  v e ry  o p tio n a l d e c is io n s . By g iv in g  n o t ic e  o f  w hich c a te g o r y  p r o p o s a ls  w i l l  be i n ,  th e  b o ard s c o u ld  ta k e  up th e  im p e ra tiv e  c a t e g o r ie s  f o r  c e r t a in  a t  th e  upcoming m e e tin g , w h ile  r e t a in in g  th e  o p tio n  t o  s im p ly  n o t h ear th e  low er p r i o r i t y  ite m s , o r  t o  h o ld  them o v er f o r  a fu tu r e  m e e tin g , i f  tim e runs s h o r t .* D is c o n tin u e  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  a c c e p t in g  and p u b lis h in g  p r o p o s a ls  from lo n e  i n d iv i d u a ls .  In s t e a d , fo r  any p ro p o sa l to  be in c lu d e d  in  th e  p r o c e s s , r e q u ir e  t h a t  i t  be sponsored e i t h e r  by a l o c a l  F is h  and Game a d v is o r y  com m ittee OR by 25 p e o p le . The names o f  a l l  o f  th e  c o -sp o n so rs  would th e n  be p r in te d  w ith  th e  p ro p o sa l in  th e  p r o p o sa l b o o k . T h is  would ensu re t h a t  th e r e  i s  a l e a s t  a sm a ll c o n s t itu e n c y  f o r  every  p ro p o sa l b e fo r e  i t  i s  p r in t e d  th o u san d s o f  t im e s , d is t r ib u t e d  s ta te w id e , and ta k e s  up th e  tim e o f  th e  board f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n .* We r e c o g n iz e  th e  p o t e n t ia l  b e n e f i t s  o f  board a c c e s s  to  a d d it io n a l  d a ta  f o r  d e c is io n -m a k in g , p a r t i c u l a r l y  so cio -e co n o m ic  d a t a . T h is  c o u ld  be acco m p lish ed  by e i t h e r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  an a d d it io n a l  s t a f f  p o s it io no r w ith  fu n d in g  f o r  c o n t r a c t u a l  r e s e a r c h . E it h e r  way, i t  would be d e s ir a b le  t o  have th e  r e s e a r c h  under th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  th e  boards th e m s e lv e s . We would u rge  th e  b o ard s to  c o n s id e r  th e  v a lu e  o f  such r e s e a r c h , and how i t  m ight b e s t  be a cco m p lish e d , and t o  r e p o r t  b ack  to  th e  L e g is la t u r e .We a p p r e c ia te  th e  d e d ic a t io n  and hard  work o f  p a s t  and p r e s e n t members o f  th e  Boards o f  F is h  and Game, and en cou rage t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  seek  ways t o  more e f f i c i e n t l y  h a n d le  t h e i r  e v e r - in c r e a s in g  work lo a d .
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C S H B  4 7 6  B O A R D S  O F  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  G A M E  

B O A R D  O F  F I S H E R I E S  <7 M E M B E R S )

C u r r e n t

8 9  D A Y S  AT S 1 5 0  P E R  D A Y  s 93 ,450
3  D A Y S  A T  S 1 0 0  PER D A Y  2 , 1 0 0

T O T A L  S 9 5 , 5 5 0

P r o p o s a l

8 9  D A Y S  AT R A N G E  22. S T E P  A - S 1 8 9  S 1 1 7 , 7 4 7
3 D A Y S  AT 1/2 R A N G E  22, S T E P  A - S 9 5  1 , 9 9 5

9 2  D A Y S  A T  S 1 0 0  P E R  D A Y  P E R  D I E M  6 4 . 4 0 0

T O T A L  S 1 8 4 , 1 4 2

I n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  r e s u l t i n g  f o r  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  s 8 8 , 5 9 2

B O A R D  O F  G A M E  (7 M E M B E R S )

C u r r e n t

4 5  D A Y S  AT S 1 5 0  PER D A Y  S 4 7 , 2 5 0
3 D A Y S  AT S 1 0 0  P E R  D A Y  2 , 1 0 0

T O T A L  S 4 9 , 3 5 0

P r o p o s a l

4 5  D A Y S  AT R A N G E  22. S T E P  A - S 1 S 9  S 5 9 , 5 3 6
3 D A Y S  AT 1 / 2  R A N G E  22, S T E P  A - S 9 5  1 , 9 9 5

4 8  D A Y S  AT 5 1 0 0  P E R  D A Y  P E R  D I E M  3 3 , 6 0 0

T O T A L  s 9 5 , 1 3 1

I n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  r e s u l t i n g  f o r  B o a r d  of G a m e  s 4 5 , 7 8 1

G R A N D  T O T A L  S 1 3 4 , 3 7 3
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