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STATE OF ALASKA Bill Voreioo:
1900 LEGISLATIVE SESSION SC O Publish Date:
REQUEST :

Revision Date: 1/80/90 Agency Affected;

Tltla: An Actchanging the 0 of superior BRU:
courtjudgesin the 3rd judicial district

Sponsor: Navarre, Swackhammor, Gruanberg Components’

Requestor: Sonata Finance

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (ThousandsofDollars)

OPERATING
Personal Services
Travel
ContrneM |
Equipment

land & Structures

Granu AClaims
TOTALOPERATING

CAPITAL

RBVBNUB

punoine!  (ThousandsofDolars)

General Funds
Federal Funds

TOTAL
POSITIONS:

Part-tim e

Temcr'ity

ANALYSE: (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)

0
S«a attached analysis.
Prepared by: Robert Q. Fisher, Manager. Fiscal Operations
Division: Alaska Court 8ystom ‘ /
Approved by: AffnurFTsffowctdn H Inlstratlva Director
Agency: Alaska Court System

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Financo

Legislative Sponsor Changes in 5&S HA /PP
Requeator have no fiscal* impact
0ffice of Management A Budget This fiscal note is

Impacted Agency(ies) appropriate
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HB 180
2121789

Alaska Court System
Trial Courts

01/30/90

01/30/90
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Personal Servloest

£2RIMHI4

SuperiorCourtludge, Kenai
PET, 12 months $82,716

Law Clerk I, Kenai
PFT, 12 months, range 13D 31,476

in-Court Clerk, Kenai
PFET, 12 months, range 124 26,604

Secretary I, Kenai

PFET, 12 months, range 124 26,604
Total Personal Services

Adjustmentsto Personal Services Costs:

0ffset of existing funding for PPT pro tempore judge and PPT
secretary In Kenai (1)

Net Personal Services
Equipment: (forlaw Clerk position, one-time cost)
Desk, chelr, typewriter, statutes, rules of court

Total Cost (firstyear - fullyear cost)

TotalCoe; (on-going)

@ CGalaulation of Basting Fuding:

FY 82 - Origiral fuding (Free Corference Comittee)
FY 63 - 5% Mlary increese
FY 85 - 6% salary Increase (funded a80% of actual)

$50,80!

11,564

10,493

10,493

Among
S57,200
2,900
2,400

$133,617

43,040

37,097

250,651

(62,600)

108,351

$190,313

$168,351

Total
157,200
60,100
62,500
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ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

HB 188 - ANALYSIS

A new superior court judge in Kenai will require a staff
consisting of a law clerk, 1in-court <clerk and secretary. Because
a pro tom judge and staff have beenbudgeted to provide judicial
and staff services, the cost of a new judge and staff will be
reduced by the amount that the court system would expect to pay

for the pro tem judge and staff. The only equipment needed 1is
that required by the law clerk.
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bill ver sion;

PUBLISH DATE:

*STATE OF ALASKA
19869 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale:

Title: "An Act increasing tne numoer or
suDerior court judges at lIsenai..."

Sponsor: P.eos
Requestor: House

Navarre,
Judiciary

EXPENDITURES/REVENUFS:
OPERATING

PERSONALSERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTALOPERATING

CAPITAL

FUNDING:

GENERALFUND
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL

-0 -

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALY SIS

Prepared by
Division:

Approved by Com m issioner:
Agency: Department

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requester
0ffice of Managementand Budget
Impacted Agencies)

(ThousandsofDollars)

—5—

Finance

(ThousandsofDollars)

gency

nistraclon,

of Atnu-

Changes 1in
have no
This fiscal

appropriate.

No Tfiscal

SGS
fiscal
note

HP,

impact

Agency Affected
RRTIeP ub lic

itt"
impact.
is

is

(Fin)

projected through 1996

HOUSE

Svrackh30T”~ Gruenbey”™ mpnA~nf, e--"-tra ju dicial
and ;

N

47261789

Uiscrice



m m HB./188 :
WMM, HOUSE 4/26/89

CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
For Bill/Resolution No. M 188

HB 1S8 adds one additional superior court judge at Kenai, Alaska. With
this addition Kenai would have two superior court judges and one acting
district court judge. While there would be no immediate fiscal impaction
the Kenai Public Defender office, it is expected the numbers of criminal
prosecutions would go up with a commensurate caseload increase at the
Public Defender Agency. We would be taking a "wait and see"™ approach to
any fiscal impact of this bill on the Public Defender Agency.
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BSTATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION

89* LEG ISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISHDATE HOUSE 4/26/89

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: ) i Agency Affected! Administration
Title: "An Act 1increasing tne number PBRU:0ffice of Public Advocacy

of superior court judges at Kenai
Sponsor: Rep. Navarre, et. al.
Requestor: House Judiciary & Finance

REQUEST

Components

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES; (Thousands of Dollars)

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND &STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUND ING : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALY SIS

Prepared by -HrAFFVN McGee , Public Advocate Phone

Division Office of Public Advocacy Date-

No fiscal impact 1is
projected through 1996



188

CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS :gUSE 4/26/89

For Bill/Resolution No, HB 188 .-

HB 188 adds one additional superior court judge at Kenai, Alaska.
With this addition Kenai would have two superior court judges and
one acting district court judge. While there would be no immediate
fiscal impact on the Office of Public Advocacy, it 1is expected

the numbers of criminal prosecutions would go up with a
commensurate caseload 1increase to OPA"s Kenai contractor. We

would be taking a "wait and see"™ approach to any fiscal 1impact

of this bill on the Office of Public Advocacy.
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Original sponsor(s): REP. NAVARRE, Swackhammer, Gruenberg

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 188 (Finance)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: MAn Act increasing the number of superior court
judges designated for the Third Judicial District to
provide an additional superior court judge at Kenai;
and providing for an effective date."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. INTENT. It is the intent of the legislature that the
additional superior court jJjudge authorized by this Act be assigned to
Kenai .

* Sec. 2. AS 22.10.120 is amended to read:

Sec. 22.10.120. NUMBER OF JUDGES. The superior court consists
of 30 [29] judges, five of whom shall be judges in the first judicial
district, three of whom shall be judges in the second judicial dis—
trict, 17 [161 of whom shall be judges 1in the third judicial district,
and five of whom shall be judges in the fourth judicial district. At
the time of submitting the names of nominees to the governor to fill a
vacancy on the superior court bench, the judicial council shall also
designate the district in which the appointee is to reside and serve.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).



Justification Summary

The Kenai Court
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Excerpts from letters and publications supporting an additional jLIJdge:
Jm '

""Judge Cranston spends so much time on the bench hearing disputed criminal and aml cases that he has almost no time
to deal with motions and other court proceedings which are generally done inhisoffice. Court matters are so tigtly
scheduled that there is ltttleaility to meet emergencies or [for lawers] to simply make an expanded presentation because
of the time constraints.  Parties and attomeys wait patiently to be heard because they know that a 10 to 12 hour day by
Judge Cranston isthe normal working day.

However, the delays are pilirg up, and itisnot unusual towait several months fora court response to a sinple motion ina
aMl case. The delays add tothe cost of the litigpiian.™
—Raobert C. Erwin, Anchorage (former Supreme Court Justice)

*'_. e current caseload of the Superior Court judge inKenai does not allow the judge to devote sufficient time to properly
analyze what are often complex legal isses. . Further, because of the priarity of the criminal docket, auil matters are often
do"ayed. Due tothe delays and the problem of inadequate time to properly handle cases, the Borough finds it=elf inthe
position of accepting these problems or preempting the local judge inorder to tryto have the case assigned to a judge
who has more time. That gererally requires the Borough to trael to Anchorage.

—Thomas R. Boedecker, Soldotna (Kenai Peninsula Borough Attomey)

"The system is irefficiatt because trequires Anchorage judges to block out a week of their calendar to attend to Kenai
matters with which they have no faniliarity before tteir arival intomn. The system isutfairto local litigatsbecause ik
Tfrequently results inthe scheduling of substantive hearing, on shortened notice, in Anchorage with the parties being
required to bear the expense of trangporting themselves and treir attomeys to Anchorage for such hearirgs. . .civil liigats
are always uncertainwhen their case will actually be tried and this uncertainty differs markedly from the date cartain
calendaringwhich prevails inAdorage. - . It issinply unreasonable, inthisday and age, to expect that one superior court
Judge can handle dl judicial proceedings to criminal cases to complex aMl litigaticn and domestic relatias fora population
in excess of 20,000 [actually 44,000]""
- Peter F. Myslng, Kenai

""The persons needing assistance are particaularly affected. Childrens matters, custody and juenile proceedings,
injuctive actions and scheduling expedited motions dl overburden the system at present and harm those who can lesst
afford it

- Martin Friedman, Homer

"The court backlog inKenai makes itvirttally impossible for citizens of the Peniinsula to have adequate and fairaccess to
our judicial system."’
— Robinson, Belswenger & Ehrhardt, Soldotna

"'Under the current adninistrative directives, the lacal judge handles the crimiral cases, and the avil matters are given to
whichever judge happens to be on the one-week-per-month ciraurt to Kenai .

Idn"twant to be misunderstood, aswe do gppreciate having ciraurt riding judges. . -Honever, itisnot fairto the litigaits

themselves, treir attomeys, the dirauit judges, or the system, fora single divorce case to have three-five different judges."
- Phil N. Nash, Kenai

"'Our jury expenses have doubled for FY86 1o FY87 and doublled again from FY87 to FY88, indicating tret much more time
and judicial resources are being spent inactual tridks. Trials, by theway, are the most intensive drain of dll on everyone
involved, including the Court and the support Staff. There is littletime Etto do anything else and what little isdone must
be rushed. The net result isthe diminution of the quality of judicial work and decisions, poorer and less predictable
decisios, inadvertent injustice, and diminished respect for the Court and the State.”

- Joseph L. Kashi, Kenai (Presidat, Kenai Peninsula Bar Association)

""The Kenai court continues to experience heavy filirgs and suffer from insufficient judicial resources. The Anchorage
Court has established a schedule to send a superior court judge to Kenai approximately once a month to assistwith the
oourt’s amil caselload. ™’

—Alaska Court System 1988 Report

*Wirth limited judicial staff, the increased adtivity has adversely impacted the coverage of the other courts inthe Third
District. Also, trael costs are mounting and are affecting the court™s cirauit travel budget.  Consequently, this approach to
covering the julicial needs of Kenai may not be sustainable over the long term.*"

—Robert G. Fisher, Manager of Fiscal Operations, Alaska Court System





