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T h i s  w e e k  I  i n t r o d u c e d  S B  4 0 3 ,  a n  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  S t a n  
P r i c e  W i l d l i f e  S a n c t u a r y  a t  P a c k  C r e e k  o n  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d .
T h e  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .  I  w o u l d  v e r y  
m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b y  t h e  CR A 
c o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .

I  a m  a t t a c h i n g  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  S t a n  P r i c e ,  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s a n c t u a r y ,  m a p s  o f  t h e  a r e a  
t o  b e  i n c l u d e d ,  a n d  s o  o n .  I  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  f i s c a l  n o t e s  a n d  
p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  f r o m  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n d  D N R  a n d  w i l l  s e n d  t h o s e  
o n  t o  y o u  a s  s o o n  a s  I  r e c e i v e  t h e m .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a n y  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w .

A g a i n ,  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s c h e d u l i n g  S B  4 0 3  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  
a p p r e c i a t e d .
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D E P A l & T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O FFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

F e b r u a r y  5, 1990

The H o n o r a b l e  A1 Adams 
Chair, C o m m u n i t y  and Re gional 

A f f a i r s  C o m m ittee 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
P.O. B o x  V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Dear S e n a t o r  A d a m s :

S u b j e c t : Senate Bill 403 w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  the Stan P r i c e  State
W i l d l i f e  S a n c t u a r y  on state tide and s u b m e r g e d  land.

Position: D N R  supports this legislation.

B a c k g r o u n d : This legi slation w o u l d  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n
for b r o w n  bears and other fish and wildlife. The l e g i s l a t i o n  
affects tide and s u b m erged land already m a n a g e d  by t h e  U.S.
Forest Service and the Departme nt of F i s h  a n d  Ga me t h r o u g h  a 
c o o p e r a t i v e  agre ement from this department. We feel that the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of this sanctuary is in the p u b l i c ' s  interest. The 
uplands are m a n a g e d  by the U.S. Forest Service a n d  are d e s i g n a t e d  
w i l d e r n e s s .

To ensure c o n s i s t e n c y  with other e s t a b l i s h e d  s a n c t u a r i e s  (Walrus 
Island State Game Sanctu ry and McNeil R i v e r  State G a m e  
Sanctuary) and to clarify ma nage m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  
Fish a n d  Game and DNR, the foll owing language s h o u l d  be added:

A p p l i c a b i l i t y  of other laws. The p r o v i s i o n s  of 
AS 16 .20.130-140  r e l ating to administration, m u l t i p l e  use 
a n d  sale and lease apply also to the Stan Price State 
W i l d l i f e  Sanctuaiy.

This l a n guage is included in the Mc Neil River State Game 
S a n c tuary statute (Sec. 16.20.170)

10-J9LH



S e n a t o r  A d a m s  - 2 - F e b r u a r y  5, 1990

It is a p p r o p r i a t e  that the s a n c t u a r y  be n a m e d  a fte r Mr. Price, 
the l o n g - t e r m  A l a s k a n  who i n h a b i t e d  this area for so m a n y  years 
an d  h a d  a d e e p  a f f e c t i o n  for the w i l d l i f e  in the area. Please 
c o n t a c t  me or m y  s taff  if you have q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  this 
m a t t e r .

Sincerely,

cc: Bil l S p o n s o r
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  
B o b  Evans, L e g i s l a t i v e  L i ais on 

O f f i c e  of t h e  G o v e r n o r  
D e n b y  Lloyd, S p e cia l Staff A s s i s t a n t  

O f f i c e  of the G o v e r n o r  
G a r y  Gustafson, D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  of L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  
D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o urces



B e a r  M a n  o f  A d m i r a l t y  D i e s  a t  A g e  9 0

JUNEAU, Alaska \AP) —  Admi­
ralty Island’s  Stan Price, the longtime 
"'bear man of Pack C reek," has died. 
He was 90.

Price, who lived for 40 years along 
the shores o f  Pack Creek on the is­
land's northeast side, was renowned 
for his relationship with brown bears 
dial roomed die creek, and he became 
a symbol o f peaceful coexistence be­
tween humans and the huge animals.

Thousands o f people visited the 
area about 30 miles south of Juneau to 
sec brown bears in the wild. But Price 
himself also was an attraction — a 
small, white-haired man who casually 
strolled among the fcarsome-looking 
bruins with nothing more titan a walk­
ing slick for protection.

Price died Tuesday at the home of 
his great-ncphew, Gary Lingle of 
Juneau, where he had been living 
since October. He suffered from can­
cer.

A native o f  Missouri Price arrived 
in southeast Alaska in 1927 in a sail­
boat he had built in Seattle. In 1928, 
he set up a mining and logging opera­
tion at Windham Bay not far from 
Pact Creek. He also worked as a 
mechanic, fisherman and fox farmer.

Lingle, who moved io Juneau in 
1970 from Portland. Ore.. was a regu­
lar visitor to Pack Creek to see his

great-uncle. He said he bought a  plane 
and learned to fly so he could supply 
I’rice with fresh food and mail. Dur­
ing the summer, Lingle would fly out 
twice a week with supplies and help 
with firewood and other chores asso­
ciated with cabin life.

Pncc was m anicd twice. Edna, his 
wife o f  50 years, died of cancer in 
1973. In 1975 he married Esther, an 
old childhood friend. She is still living 
but suffers from Aizhcimcr's disease 
3 nd lives with a daughter in Arkansas. 
I.inglc said.

In the 20 years that he regularly 
visited his great-unde, Lingle said, he 
always felt safe walking with Price 
because o f the special relationship he 
had with the Pack Creek bears.

“ He (Price) always said if you're 
friends with the bears, the bears witl 
be friends with you ," Lingle said. 
"H e  had a  mutual respect with the 
bears and the proof is that he lived 
there for 40 years with only one inci­
d en t."

That incident occurred on a  narrow 
path between Price's woodshed and 
his house on (he beach Price and a 
brown bear surmised cad i other and a 
face off began with neither backing 
down. The big brownie finally swat­
ted Price, breaking his collarbone, h 
was the only lime he was hurt by a

bear, Lingle said.
Despite living in close quarters 

wiih some 25 brown hears that roam 
the Pack Creek drainage, Price never 
earned a rifle. A quick bop on the 
nose with his walking stick was usual­
ly sufficient if  a bear got testy.

As word o f  Price’s special relation­
ship with the bears spread, films, tele­
vision shows and magazines began 
spreading his story. During the 1980s, 
the number o f  visitors to Pack Creek 
increased dramatically.

In 1987, the U.S. Forest Service 
and the Alaska Department o f  Fish 
and Game began to restrict visitation 
in the area and the Pack Creek C oop­
erative Management area was set up. 
Visitor permits now are required and 
an armed guard is provided during the 
summer months.

Lingle said these restrictions ran­
kled Price.

"Ir won’t be the same without Stan 
out there." lin g le  sanl. " ‘I'hey (the 
Forest Service) had an opportunity to 
include him in their plans but instead 
they did everything they could to 
alienate and isolate hint "

Juneau wildlife filmmaker and 
Alaska Board o f Game member Joel 
Bennett knew Price for 21 years. He 
credits Price with helping to lead him 
io a career in film. In fact. Price was

featured in a Turner Broadcasting 
special last year filmed by Bennett.

"H e had a gentleness and a special 
way of communicating with the 
bears," Bennett said. "H e  didn't sub­
scribe to the theory chat they were 
marauding killers lurking behind ev- 
ciy tree."

Bennett was also a frequent visitor 
to Pack Creek to film Price and his 
bears. He said Price would walk to 
within six or eight feet o f  the animals 
and talk to them.

Price also had an affinity with other 
animals. Bennett filmed deer sur­
rounding Price’s cabin and actually 
coming inside to c a t

"S tan  loved all creatures. H e’s 
most well known for the bears of 
course but he had a similar reverence 
with all other life forms,”  Bcnoett
said.

Visitation to Pack Creek will prob­
ably drop off since people came there 
as much to see Price as the bears. 
Benncu said.

"  Dus is the passing of a grand old 
man (hat represents a unique part of 
the heritage of Alaska." ’ Bennett said. 
"H is legacy is that people can coexist 
with wildlife peacefully if we try. He 
taught that by exam ple."
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United States Fo»*est Region 10 Chatham Area
Department of Service Tongasa National Forest 204 Siginaka Way
Agriculture Sitka, Alaska 99835
_________________________________________________________(907) 747-6671

Reply To: 1510-7

Date; February 2, 1990

Honorable Richard Eliason 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Attn: Mary McDowell

Dear Senator Eliason:

Senate Bill 403 was recently introduoed for consideration. The bill would 
establish the Stan Price State Wildlife Sanctuary on State land at Paok Creek 
on Admiralty Island. Per discussion between your staff and the Admiralty 
Island National Monument Manger, I would submit the following as the Forest 
Service’s statement concerning the proposed legislation.

The Alaska Dept, of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and Admiralty Island National 
Monument, Chatham Area, Tongass National Forest, have been cooperating in the 
management of Pack Creek for a number of years, Since 1987 we have completed 
two joint planning efforts, resulting in effective management guidelines for 
the area, in Hay, 1988, the Pack Creek Cooperative Management Area was 
established to provide a unique recreational opportunity for visitors while 
protecting both the bears and their habitat,

The Forest Service, as well as the State of Alaska, have had a long 
relationship with Stan Price. His longevity, relationship with the bears, and 
popularity with visitors at Pack Creek made him a memorable individual. I 
believe the naming of the State Sanctuary would be an appropriate way of 
recognizing Stan.

Enactment of this legislation will allow for the continued cooperative 
management between the ADF&G and the Forest Service of an extremely inportant 
area} while memorializing a significant Alaskan citizen.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill.

Sinoeroly,

GARY k( M3RR3SON 
Forest Supervisor

o c :
ADF&G
ANM

900129 1300 ANM 1517 PS
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Pack Creek Safety

Park ( in  k I rears are habituated in humans, 1ml 
lh«*> aren't lame. A lew beats have lavlert hunian 
fond and will Imldly approach you in searth of 
mme While thi-y may seem unaggiMs>vo, use 
Mime r ommiin sense fo llow  these precautions

• Leave your food behind.
A luiiket cache is provided near the south sand 

spit (see Pack Creek Map). D o not carry fond in 
your pack. Never feed any hear or leave any pack 
unattended. Intentionally leaving food unattended 
and accessible to liears is a violation o f Alaska law. 
Even packs with no lood in them ate attractive to 
curious iK'.irs.

•  Stay near the viewing sand spit.
Moving into the meadow herds the liears out of 

photo range for other visitors. Hears will approach 
the viewing spit if you have* patience. Use a tele­
photo lens (or doseup shots. Dears may allow you 
to approacli closely Iml will show their displeasure 
through subtle signs not easily .ecogni/cd by most 
visitors. If you are loo dose, you leave no room for 
error and you are inviting a c barge.

• Co.np only in designalcd sites.
The best camps are on Windfall Island. No 

camping is allowed near the estuary or food cache.

1 , 1 -W

Bear Viewing
Pcitk Creek, Sw.in Cove 
and Windfall Harbor

I

For further inform ation
Admiralty National Monument 
8465 Old Dairy Road 
Juneau, AK <>9801 
Phor j: (907) 789-3111

Alaska Department uf fish and Game 
Phone: lunrau (907) 465-4265 

Sitka (907) 747-5449

\a United Stales 
Department ol 
Agriculture

PREPARED BY Alaska Region
Forest Leaflet No.
Service RIQ-RG-12



Swan Cove anti W indfall H arbor

These large hays have extensive lirlellats with 
go r.' •'nnlations til brown hear, few hitman visitors, 
anv atihlics. Bears are most abundant in july 
and August, and to a lesser extent in lone and 
Scplemlier these vsild hears are uiiai i iisliiined In 
humans ami -.llntild lie treated vs it I■ teipec I (see 
BEAK SA fflT  *(•• fII#1 IE llii.lt •||ll lllil nil’ s .||«> |HlsS|- 
l l l r  in tin- .ihm* iiiiIii .iti«t tin ttii- iti.tji I mi (1111 *» 1111 
till* IlilllMil .HIM |*|lc f . l l l l l -  l«»l till' 1,111111̂  .111(1 IlCl^hr
fit liifc lm u l lirw lii lr -  .mil w lirn y*« mi if.* .istum*
ft'flH'lllllCf i l. l l l.lf^l* lnl.ll V.ltl.tllllllS nit sllilllfA\ lull**
ll.it'* (.hi i*,isily sIi.iikI ,i lin.it .islinm* WmkIi.iII 
I l.uIiiir .1 ihfcc sulril >lu,llci In c«mi|> nc.ir ,m<l
•i k«»<hI shown lot Sw.in (.me. Other site** ,nc 
•iv.nl.ihle on Sw.iii M.tnd >Mv\,î s keep «i ( le.in * .imp 
.uni h.iog tnnd lii^h .i| mikIiI

Pack Creek

I’aik Creek has been tlosetl to hear homing 
snue the iiiiill'M ils and several hears are habitu­
ated In the pre.eme til humans The iipport.n.ily to 
see heats is high nei.iuse ul tins lint some ill the 
hears have obtained human liuitl and have lost then 
tear o ( humans. This is .i d.mgeinus situation llial 
wan,inis s|n-u,il preiautiiins (see PACK CREEK 
SAFETY). A llii.illmuse ne.u the esiu.uy has been 
on  tipied liy Stan Priii* situe the late W ills  A lew 
liears allow him to apprn.it h < l.isely, lint you should 
use some nimmon sense and keep your distance. 
Beats have destroyed Imats lull on the he.ult and 
dayp.uks let I in the meadow and on the viewing 
spit, and there have been several dangerous inci­
dents involving visitors who appioaih loo  r lose.
M anagement

The Windloll, Patk Creek. Swan Cove and Swan 
Island area is managed as part of the Admiralty 
National Monument and is administered liy the 
USIM  Forest Simvhe. the Alaska Department o f tislt 
and (tame lias luiisdution over the hears and both 
agencies con|ierale in managing die aiea lor its 
vsildemess values anil nun-i nn.uinplive uses, In 
Pitta the Alaska Kuan! ul (m ine i-xteiided the 
huunil.uies ul the iinginal P.u k ( leek heat reltige 
In mi luile Hie entue area shown oil the map ol 
ScvmiMji t .m il

Whenever in hear country you should act 
responsibly with food and respect the territorial 
nature ill hears.

Bear Safety

• Keep your distance.
It lakes ex|ierieme to know how close you can 

tome tu a hear, and (lie hesl advice is to slay Iw ik 
at least lot) feel. Slaying out in the open where the 
I tear tail r li-arly see you is advisable. II is mil wise 
In vvandei up a salmon cteek when* the noise of 
vsatei and tree mver screens your approach and 
surprise's a hear. Hears sometimes rciinimiuic a le to 
other animals and to humans through Irmly posture.

Standing in profile* to you, head 
lowered, and "passively”  looking 
toward the distance may lie the 
bear's way o f showing you his sr/e, 
a polite way ot telling you to move 
nut ot Ins space. Aggression is sig­
naled by teeth < hatter, hair raised 
on ihe hump and hack, and oars laid 
li.uk along Ihe sides o f the head.

Standing erect on hind legs is 
usually mu an aggtessivo posture. 
When the hears head and nose are 
raised with oars forward, the animal 
may only lie trying to identify 
human noises and smells.

• Keep a clean camp.
No site, even those on small islands, is safe from 

a hear visit. Set the tent up well away Irom the 
cooking area and do not take fund near it. Thor­
oughly hum all food scraps and refuse to remove 
smells and pack out whatever remains. People who 
use the site after you will appreciate yc • not 
burying or leaving anything behind 111. . w ill attract 
hears into lliei camp llang food feet above the 
ground win*’-, aril in use. Remember, intentionally 
leaving food unattended and accessible to bears is 
considered feeding and is a violation o f Alaska 
law. He ■ ure to drown your campfire. Many sites are 
destroyed liy campfires that pcv.ple thought "couldn't 
possibly spread."
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