


A L A S K A / S I B E R I A  P R O P O S E D  F E R R Y  S E R V I C E

Mr. V i c k t o r  Mu kh or t o v e ,  t he P o r t  D i r e c t o r  of Provideniya, has 
c o n t a c t e d  t h e  N o m e  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  r e q u e s t i n g  h e l p  to 
p r o v i d e  f e r r y  s e r v i c e  b e tw ee n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  Far East. 
V i c k t o r  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  tha t he h a s  s u p p o r t  fr om  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f f i c i a l s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  ferry s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  t he B e r i n g  Strait.

T h e r e  are  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h i s  issue a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
n u m e r o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  b e  in a t t e n d a n c e  at 
this m e e t i n g  t o  hel p a n s we r t h e  questions.

P e o p l e  w h o  w i s h  to testify:

W i l l i a m  L o r c h  - A l a s k a  M a r i t i m e  I n d u s t r y
C o m m a n d e r  r i e r m a n  - U.S. C o a s t g u a r d
D i c k  M o n k m a n  - s tate B o a r d  of M a r i n e  P i lo ts
H a r o l d  M o s i e r  - A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m
R o n  C l a r k e  - O f fi ce  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e
J i m  S t i m p l e  - N om e C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e
D o n  S t ol t z - A r t i e  Light er in g,  N o m e
J i m  R o w e  - B ering Ai rl in es ,  N o m e

S i te s on l i n e  v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  
No me
S a v o o n g a
G a m b e l l
H o m e r
K o t z e b u e
Bethel
A n c h o r a g e
J u n e a u

1. Mr. R o n  C l a r k e  - D i v i s i o n  of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Trade.
R o n  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  
office. H e  has b e e n  in c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  and 
c a n  p r o v i d e  u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on w h a t  o u r  
n e i g h b o r s  a re p l a n n i n g  for t h e  future.

T h e  S o v i e t / A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  last 
session, h o w e v e r  fund in g w a s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  for this 
C o mm is si on .

R o n  c an a l s o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the v i s a  w a i v e r  
p r o g r a m  w h i c h  wil l be in e f f e c t  M a r c h / A p r i l  1990.

2. Mr. W i l l i a m  Lorch, A l a s k a  M a r i t i m e  Industry.
U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  proposal, t h e  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y  
w i l l  a c t  as the ag en t for t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  the two 
c ou nt ri es . Th i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  h a n d l e  piloting, 
customs, immigration, d o c k i n g  etc.



3. C o m m a n d e r  T i e r n a m  - U.S. Co a st  G u a r d
The U.S. C o a s t g u a r d  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  p l a c e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  on 
U.S. v e s s e l s  e n t e r i n g  U.S. ports. T h e  st at e is 
r e s p o n s i b l e  to s et down its own r e q u i r e m e n t s  on for ei gn  
v e s s e l s  e n t e r i n g  U.S. ports. As t h i s  will b e  a So viet 
vess el  e n t e r i n g  a U.S. port, s t r i c t  s tate r e q u i r e m e n t s  
will n e e d  to be met. T h e  c o a s t g u a r d  does h a v e  several 
r equirements, C o m m a n d e r  T i e r n a m  w i l l  e l a b o r a t e  on these.

4. Mr. D i c k  Monkman, Chairman, State B o a r d  of M a r i n e  P i lo ts  
Mr. M o n k m a n  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t he s t at e r e q u i r e m e n t s  as t h e y  
p e r t a i n  to t he B e r i n g  Straits.

5. Mr. Don Stoltz, A r t i e  Lightering, Nome.
Don w i l l  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p i l o t i n g  ser vi c es  
c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  A r t i e  Lightering. Q u e s t i o n s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  p i l o t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the B e r i n g  S t r ai ts  
re main u na ns w e r e d ,  however, initial c o n v e r s a t i o n s  i n d ic a te  
that m o s t  p i l o t i n g  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a  w o u l d  be u n a b l e  
to m e e t  t h e  c u r r e n t  state p i l o t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t h e  
Beri ng  Straits.

6. H a r o l d  Mosier, A.M.H.S. D e s i g n  a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
T he v e s s e l  p r o p o s e d  by t he S o v i e t s  is s i m i l a r  to 
t he M / V  B a r t l e t t  in size. Init ia l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
i n d i c at e s the v e s s e l  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  to land 
on t h e  beach. Mr. M o s i e r  is f a m i l i a r  w i t h  o u r  m a r i n e  
f a c i l i t i e s  and h e  s ho ul d  b e  able t o  h e l p  d e t e r m i n e  if 
the v e s s e l  w i l l  b e  able to land at t he p r o p o s e d  ports. 
Some rea l e c o n o m i c  q u e s t i o n s  e x i s t  w i t h  p r o v i d i n g  
this service.
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Official Business

A la ska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

House Transportation Committee
Phone: 

(907) 465-4859

P.O. Box v
Juneau, Alaska

99811

J a n u a r y  23, 1990

Mr. R a n d a l l  Burns 
D i r e c t o r
D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  
P. 0. B o x  D - L i c  
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  Randall:

T h a n k  y o u  for p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  this 
morning. T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  p r o v i d e d  r e g a r d i n g  the 
s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for v e s s e l  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  
a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  was v e r y  helpful.

I w o u l d  like to further r e s e a r c h  several of t he p oi nt s 
w e  d i s c u s s e d  th is  morning. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
o u t l i n e  t h e s e  areas:

1. W h a t  s ta te  r e g u l a t i o n s  are c u r r e n t l y  in p l a c e  for 
o p e r a t i o n s  of commer ci al  v e s s e l s  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  and 
Siberia?

2. W h o  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h es e r e q u ir em en ts ?

3. W o u l d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  r e m a i n  the same if a skin 
b o a t  w a s  o p e r a t e d  on this route on a c o m m e r c i a l  
basis?

4. W o u l d  o p e r a t o r s  of a non c om me rc ia l  s k i n  b o u t  need 
to m e e t  the same re qu ir e m e n t s ?  (I a m  t h i n k i n g  of 
t h e  b o a t  o wn er  w h o  takes his family o n  a t ri p from 
G a m b e l l  to P r o v i d e n i y a ) .

5. A r e  the p i l o t i n g  r e q ui r em en ts  for the B e ri n g
S t r a i t s  d i f f e r e n t  from o th e r areas w i t h i n  A l a s k a ?



6. A r e  t h e r e  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  pilot s w i t h i n  A l a s k a  
w h o  m e e t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  e xp er i en ce  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  to p i l o t  a v e s s e l  from 
A l a s k a  to t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ?

7. Do y o u  f o r s e e  are o t h e r  p r o b l e m  areas that w e  m a y  
n e e d  to ad dress?

Again, t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  as s is t a n c e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
w i l l  h e l p  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  ensure that s ta te  
m a r i n e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  a d h e r e d  to for all p r o p o s a l s  
o f f e r i n g  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  services.

Sincer e ly ,



*

A laska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

House Transportation Committee

J a n u a r y  24, 1990

C o m m a n d e r  S c o t t  W. T i e r n a n  
U.S. Coast G u a r d  
P. 0. Box 3.5000 
Juneau, A K  99802

D e a r  C o m m a n d e r  Tiernan:

T h a n k  you for p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in the t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  this 
m o r n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  and Siberia. 
Y o u r  e x p e r t i s e  in U.S. C o a s t g u a r d  r eg ul a t i o n s  a n d  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  was m o s t  helpful.

I w o u l d  like to r e s e a r c h  furt he r  several of the issues 
w e  d i s c u s s e d  at th is  t e le co n f e r e n c e .  The f o l l o wi ng  
q u e s t i o n s  o u t l i n e  t h e s e  areas:

1. W h a t  US C o a s t g u a r d  r e g u l a t i o n s / r e q u i r e m e n t s  a re in 
p l a c e  for c o m m e r c i a l  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  b e t w e e n  
A l a s k a  a nd t he S o v i e t  Union?

2. If a skin b o a t  w a s  o p e r a t e d  on a c om m er ci al  ba s is  
b e t w e e n  Gam be l l a n d  Provideniya, w h a t  U.S. 
C o a s t g u a r d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w o u l d  need to be m e t ?

3. W o u l d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e  the same if a sk in  b o a t  
w a s  o p e r a t e d  on a n o n  c om me r c i a l  (non paying) 
basis?

4. Do y o u  foresee any o th e r U.S. C o a s t g u a r d  or 
v e s s e 1 o p e r a t i o n  c o n c e r n s  that m ay n e e d  to be 
a ddressed?

I a p p r e c i a t e  y ou t a k i n g  the t i m e  to a n s we r these 
questions. This i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  help t he H ou se

Phone: 
(907) 465-4859

P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska

99811



T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  e n su re  th at  p r o p o s a l s  
f o r  sea t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  S i b e r i a  m e e t  U.S. 
C o a s t g u a r d  re quirements.

Again, t h a n k  yo u for y o u  p a r ti cp a ti on .

S i n c e r e l y



i FEB lO "3 .
Commander 
Sevenleenih 
Coasl Guard District

P O. Box 3-5000
Juneau, AK 99802-1217
Phono: ( 9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 - 7 1 9 5
Stall Symbol:

16731 
6 F eb 90

The H o n o r a b l e  Richard F o s t e r
A l a s k a  St at e Legis la tu re
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
Chairman, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i tt ee
P.O. Box  V
Juneau, A l a sk a 99811

De ar  Mr. Foster:

I w i s h  to thank y ou for al lo wi ng  C o m m a n d e r  T i e r n a n  to p a r t i c i p a t e  
in the t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  by y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  ferry 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  betw ee n  the S o vi et  U n i o n  and  Alaska. The p r o s p e c t  
of o p e n i n g  ferry servi ce  b e t w e e n  the two c o u n t r i e s  is v e r y  
exciting, but will po se  some problems.

M e m b e r s  of m y  M a r i n e  S a f e t y  S t af f have r e s e a r c h e d  th e q u e s t i o n s  
you posed in y o u r  l etter da t ed  24 J a n ua ry  1990. T h e  first 
q u e s t i o n  was, "what Co as t  Guard r e g u l a t i o n s  are c u r r e n t l y  in 
p l a c e  for commer ci al  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  b e t w e e n  t he S o v i e t  U n i o n  
and A l a s k a" ? Generally, the r u l e s / r e g u l a t i o n s  for f o r ei gn  
v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  in U.S. wa ters are g e n e r i c  e xc ep t  for c e r t a i n  
fi sh eries regulations. T h e r e f o r e  I will j u s t  addr es s the 
r u l e s / r e g u l a t i o n s  for forei gn  v e ss el s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  g e n e ra l and 
o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  that ap pl y to S o v i e t  vessels.

R e q u i r e m e n t s  for foreign v e s s e ls  o p e r a t i n g  in U n i t e d  Stat es  
w a t e r s  i n c lu de  c o m p l i a n c e  wi th  o u r  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  laws, 
m a r i n e  s a n i t a t i o n  d e v i c e  r e g ul a ti on s and c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  m a r i t i m e  
t r e a ti es  su ch  as S a fe ty  of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and P r e v e n t i o n  of 
P o l l u t i o n  of the Sea Fro m Ships (MARPOL). S h i p p i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
for foreign v e s s e l s  p r o h i b i t  the c a r r y i n g  of ca rg o  o r  p a s s e n g e r s  
b e t w e e n  U.S. ports. Also, fore ig n p a s s e n g e r  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  in 
U.S. po r ts  ar e subject to cont ro l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n s p e c t i o n s  b y  the 
C oa st  Guard. These i ns pe c ti on s ensu r e c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  
in te rn a t i o n a l  safety standards. Soviet v e s s e l s  m u s t  also r e q u e s t  
e n t r y  approval into U.S ports u n d e r  the S p e c i a l  In t er e s t  V e s s e l  
program. D e p e n d i n g  on its size, a S o viet p a s s e n g e r  v e s s e l  m a y  be 
r e q u i r e  the s ervices of an A l a s k a  State P il ot  to c a l l  at A l a s k a n  
Ports.

W h i l e  these r eq ui r e m e n t s  may se e m v e r y  b r o a d  based, Morflot, the 
S ov ie t s h i p p i n g  ministry, has o p e r a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  in U.S. p orts 
and is v e r y  fa miliar w i t h  the a pp l ic a b l e  requirem en ts .  As C D R  
T i e r n a n  s t at ed  at the teleconference, t h e r e  should be few if any 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  en co un t e r e d  w i th  the pro po se d ferry operation.



Y o u r  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n e d  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for co mm er c i a l  
u s e  of t r a d i t i o n a l  n ative s k i n  boats in c o m m e r c i a l  s e r v i c e  
b e t w e e n  G a m b e l l  on St. L a w r e n c e  Island and Provideniya, Siberia. 
This p r o p o s a l  r ai se s some in te re s t i n g  questions. Th er e are three 
s c e n a ri o s th at  mu st  be e x a m i n e d  and I will d i s c u s s  e a c h  one 
separately.

T h e  first s c e n a r i o  is c a r r y i n g  6 or less p a s s e n g e r s  for hire.
Th i s o p e r a t i o n  r e q u ir e s tha t the o p e r a t o r  of t h e  vess el  hold a 
l i c en se  s u i t a b l e  for the ar e a of operation. In this instance, 
the o p e r a t o r  w o u l d  need to o b t a i n  an Operator, U n i n s p e c t e d  
P a s s e n g e r  V e s s e l s  e n d o r s e d  for Near C o as ta l operation. The 
v es se l w o u l d  ha ve  to meet the m i n i m u m  sa fety r e q u i r e m e n t s  located 
in T it le  46, Co de  of federal Regulations, Parts 24,25 a n d  26.

The s econd s c e n a r i o  w o ul d be the c a r r i a g e  of 7 to 11 passengers. 
In this c a s e  the o p e r a t o r  w o u l d  be r e q u ir ed  to ho ld  a M a s t e r  Near 
C o a s t a l  S t e a m  or M o t o r  V e s s e l s  of not Mor e T ha n 100 G r o s s  Tons. 
T h i s  l i c e n s e  is m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to o b t a i n  th an  the lic e ns e 
d e s c r i b e d  above. W h e n  m o r e  t ha n 6 p a s s e n g e r s  a r e  carried, the 
v e s s e l  m u s t  be C o a s t  Guard i n s p e ct ed  a nd be i s s u e d  a C e r t i f i c a t e  
of I n s p e c t i o n  (COI). To o b t a i n  a COI, the v e s s e l  would h a v e  to 
b e  bu i lt  a c c o r d i n g  to plans appr ov e d b y  the C o a s t  Guard and meet 
s u b s t a n t i a l  li fe s a v i n g  and f i r e f i g h t i n g  requirements. Th er e ma y 
be o th er  spe ci al  r e q u i r e m e n t s  that the v e s se l w o u l d  h a v e  to meet 
b ut b e c a u s e  of the un ique n a t u r e  of the  vessel, this c o u l d  only 
be d e t e r m i n e d  a f t e r  a plan r e v i e w  w as c o n d u c t e d  and th e  pro po se d 
o p e r a t i o n  reviewed.

T h e  last s c e n a r i o  w o u l d  be t h e  c a r r ia ge  of 12 o r  mor e passengers. 
T h e  o p e r a t o r s  l i c e n s e  re qu i r e m e n t s  and r e q u i r e m e n t  for C o as t 
G u a r d  i n s p e c t i o n  of the v e s s e l  would b e  the same as s c e n a r i o  
n u m b e r  two, but the SOLAS r e g u l a t i o n s  com e  into p l a y  w h e n  12 or 
m o r e  p a s s e n g e r s  are carri ed  o n  an i n t e r na ti on al  voyage. Again, 
t h e  u n i q u e  n a t u r e  of the v e s s e l  m akes a d i s c u s s i o n  of a p p l i c a b l e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  v e r y  leng th y and n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  so me  hard 
p r o p o s a l s  o n  w hi ch  to base t he discussion.

If the r e s i d e n t s  of Gambell a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  any of the above 
c o m m e r c i a l  operations, they sh ould c o n t a c t  the M a r i n e  S a f e t y  
O f f i c e  in Anchorage, at 271-5137. M S O  A n c h o r a g e  w ould be the 
o f f i c e  th at  w o ul d c o n du ct  l i c e n s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  fo r  the r e s i d en ts  
of Gamble, and w o u l d  also do a n y  r e q u i re d i n s p e c t i o n s  o n  the 
boats. If th er e is serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of c a r r y i n g  m o r e  than 6 
p a s s e n g e r s  it is i mp er a t i v e  th at  steps are b e g u n  i m m e d i a t e l y  to 
h a v e  p l a n  r e v i e w s  conducted, etc. Pla n revie w and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n s p e c t i o n s  c an be v e r y  tim e consuming, e s p e c i a l l y  whe n  a unique 
c r a f t  or o p e r a t i o n  is anticipated.

Finally, I w i s h  to remind you  that the  r e s i de nt s  of G a m b e l l  can 
t ra ve l ba c k and f o rt h from t he Soviet U n i o n  in t h e i r  t ra di t io na l 
s k i n  b oa t s w i t h o u t  ne ed  for l icenses or i n s p e c t i o n  as long as 
t h e r e  are n o t  p a y i n g  p a ss en g e r s  carried. In this case p a ym en t  
m e a n s  a ny t y p e  of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i nc lu d i n g  shared fuel expenses,



m e a l s  p r o v i d e d  to the o p e r a t o r  o r  any  o t h e r  b e n e f i t  to the 
o p e r a t o r  a n d / o r  owner.

I h o p e  this i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v e s  useful.

If t h e r e  is a n y  fur t he r i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  p l e a s e  do 
n ot h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  C D R  T i e r n a n  at 586-7195.

Sincerely,

D .E . B o d r o n
Captain, U. S. C o a s t  G u a r d
Chief, M a r i n e  S a f e t y  D i v i s i o n
B y  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o m m a n d e r



Official Business

A la ska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

J a n u a r y  24th, 1990

A m b a s s a d o r  G u n n a d i  I. O u d o v e n k o  
S o v i e t  M i s s i o n  to t h e  U n i t e d  Natio ns  
136 E a s t  6 7 t h  S t r e e t  
N e w  York, N.Y. 10021

Phone: 
(907) 465-4859

P.O. Box V
Juneau. Alaska

99811

Your E xc el le n cy :

I w r i t e  to e x p r e s s  my c o n c e r n  and s e e k  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  to help 
our c o u n t r i e s  r e s o l v e  t h e  Sovie t n a v i g a t o r  r e q u i r e m e n t  imposed 
by the S o v i e t  M i n i s t r y  of Civil Aviation. As C h a i r m a n  of the 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee, I am 
t r o u b l e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  to t hi s  vi ta l a n d  l o n g  a w ai te d  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  link.

In. July, 1989, w h e n  B e r i n g  A i r  r e c e i v e d  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  to o p e ra te  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f l i g ht s 
b e t w e e n  N o m e  a n d  Siberia, I felt a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  h a d  b e e n  
r e a c h e d  in t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  increase r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  our 
two countries.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  all f l i g h t s  now  appea r to be on h o l d  w h i l e  the 
d e c i s i o n  t o  w a i v e  t h e  S o v i e t  n a v i ga to r r e q u i r e m e n t  is being 
co nsidered. I u r g e  y o u r  suppo rt  to a s si st  us in r e s o l v i n g  
this issue.

In April, 1990 w e  w i l l  c o m m e n c e  the v i s a  free t r a v e l  p r o g r a m  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. W h i l e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
this p r o g r a m  r e f l e c t s  t r e m e n d o u s  efforts b e t w e e n  b o t h  our 
countries, the rea l b e n e f i t s  of the p r o g r a m  w i l l  n o t  be 
r e a l i z e d  u n l e s s  p e o p l e  h a v e  a m e a n s  by w h i c h  t o  t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  
t he t w o  points. If, b y  w o r k i n g  together, w e  c a n  r e s o l v e  m a j o r  
issues s u c h  as immi gr at io n,  the n  I am sure we c a n  find a 
s o l u ti on  t o  the S o v i e t  n a v i g a t o r  requirement.

It is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  b e t we en  J u l y  and N o v e m b e r  1989, 
B ering A i r  m a d e  85 f l i g h t s  to and from the S o v i e t  U n i o n  
w i t h o u t  a S o v i e t  navigator. Th es e  flights b e n e f i t e d  bo th  
A l a s k a  and the S o v i e t  U n i o n  as it p r o v id ed  an o p p o r t u n i t y  for 
scientific, h e a l t h  a n d  s t u de n t exchanges. It a l s o  a l l o w e d  
n a t i v e  p e o p l e  t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  families in b o t h  S i b e r i a  and 
Alaska. In s u m m a r y  Mr. Ambassador, the f l i g h ts  p r o v i d e d  by 
Bering A i r  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t e d  both the S ov ie t U n i o n  a n d  Alaska.



I t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  c a l l i n g  for a S o v i e t  
n a v i g a t o r  t o  b e  a b o a r d  a ll B e r i n g  A i r  flights b e  waived.
T h i s  w a i v e r  is i m p e r a t i v e  if w e  a r e  t r u l y  s i n c e r e  a b o u t  
o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r s  and i n c r e a s i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  A l a s k  
and t h e  S o v i e t  Union.

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of th i s im p or t a n t  request.

S i n c e r e l y

R

C _ C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  K u b i n a
V i c e  Chairman, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Member, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Sill H u d s o n
Member, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

^prefeentative L o r e n  L e m a n
e mb er , H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e



Official Business

A la ska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

House Transportation Committee
Phone: 

(907) 465-4859

P.O. Box v
Juneau. Alaska

99811

J a n u a r y  24th, 1990

A m b a s s a d o r  Y u r i  V. Dubi ni n 
E m b a s s y  of U. S .S .R .
1125 16th S t  N.W. 
W as hi n g t o n ,  D.C. 20036

Yc ur  E xc e ll e n c y :

I w r i t e  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  c o n c e r n  and s e e k  yo ur  a s s i s t a n c e  to help 
our c o u n t r i e s  r e s o l v e  the S o v i e t  n a v i g a t o r  r e q u i r e m e n t  imposed 
by th e  S o v i e t  M i n i s t r y  of civil Aviation. As C h a i r m a n  of the 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Leg is la tu re , H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee, I am 
t r o u b l e d  b y  t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  to t h i s  v i t a l  a n d  long a w a i t e d  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  link.

In July, 1989, w h e n  B e ri ng  A i r  r e c e i v e d  F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  to o p e ra te  i n te r n a t i o n a l  flig ht s 
b e t w e e n  N o m e  a n d  Siberia, I felt a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  h a d  b e e n  
r e a c h e d  in t h e  e f f o r t s  to inc re as e r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  our 
two countr ie s.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  all flights n o w  a p p e a r  to be on ho ld  w h i l e  the 
d e c i s i o n  t o  w a i v e  t h e  Sovi et  n a v i g a t o r  r e q u i r e m e n t  is b e i n g  
co nsidered. I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  to a ss is t  us in r e s o l v i n g  
this issue.

In April, 1990 w e  w i l l  c o m m e n c e  the v i s a  free t ravel p r o g r a m  
b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  t he S o v i e t  Union. W h i l e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
this p r o g r a m  r e f l e c t s  t r e m e n d o u s  e f f o r t s  b e t w e e n  bo th  our 
countries, t h e  re a l b e n e f i t s  of the p r o g r a m  w i l l  not b e  
r e a l i z e d  u n l e s s  p e o p l e  h a v e  a m ea ns  b y  w h i c h  t o  travel b e t w e e n  
the two poin ts . If, by w o r k i n g  together, we c a n  r e s o l v e  m a j o r  
issues s u c h  as immigration, th en  I a m  sure w e  c a n  find a 
s o l u t i o n  to t h e  S o v i e t  n a v i g a t o r  requirement.

It is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  b e t w e e n  J u l y  and N o v e m b e r  1989, 
Beri n g A i r  m a d e  85 flights t o  and f r o m  the S o v i e t  U n i o n  
w i t h o u t  a S o v i e t  navigator. T he s e fli gh ts  b e n e f i t e d  b o t h  
A l a s k a  and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  as it p r o v i d e d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  for 
scientific, h e a l t h  and s t u d e n t  exchanges. It aiso a l l o w e d  
n at iv e p e o p l e  to v i s i t  t h e i r  fam il ie s  in both Sibe ri a  a n d  
Alaska. In s u m m a r y  Mr. Ambassador, the flights p r o v i d e d  by 
Beri ng  A i r  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t e d  b o t h  t h e  Soviet U n i o n  and Alaska.



I t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t  the r e q u i r e m e n t  c a l l i n g  for a S o v i et  
n a v i g a t o r  t o  b e  a b o a r d  all B e ri ng  A i r  f l i g ht s  b e  waived.
T h i s  w a i v e r  is i m p e r a t i v e  if w e  a r e  t r u l y  s i n c e r e  about 
o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r s  a n d  increas in g r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  
a nd t he S o vi et  Union.

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  request.

S i n c e r e l y

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gene' K u b i n a  ^
V i c e  C h a i rm an , H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B en G r u s s e n d o r f  
Member, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bill H u d s o n
Member, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Lore.n Leman
Member, H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e



Official Business

A laska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

House Transportation Committee
Phone: 

(907) 465-4859

P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska

99811

J a n u a r y  26, 1990

TO: A l l  H o u s e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s
Dept. C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c h a r d  F o s t e r
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n

SUBJECT: A l a s k a / S o v i e t  travel

Th is  p a s t  week, t he H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  he?.d h e a r i n g s  on 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l t e r n a t i v e s  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  and Siberia.
W e  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  fr o m Mr. R o n  Miller, O f f i c e  of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  and Mr. J i m  Rowe, o w n e r  and o p e r a t o r  of 
B e r i n g  A i r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S o vi et  n a v i g a t o r  req ui re me n t.
In an e f f o r t  to expre ss  o ur d e s i r e  to h a v e  this r e q u i r e m e n t  
waived, t h e  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  f o r w a r d e d  t he 
a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  to b o t h  A m b a s s a d o r  G u n n a d i  O u d o v e n k o  an d to 
A m b a s s a d o r  Yur i Dubinin.

T he c o m m i t t e e  a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  the p r o p o s a l  to p r o v i d e  f er r y 
s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  an d Siberia. In d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  R o n  
Miller, it a p p e a r s  this idea is still in t h e  p l a n n i n g  stages. 
Mr. V i c t o r  Mu kh or to v,  Director, Po rt  of P r o v i d e n i y a  h a s  
i n d i c a t e d  init i al  i n terest from S o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  to 
p r o v i d e  fe rr y s e r v i c e  ac ross th e B e r i n g  Straits. E s t a b l i s h i n g  
a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  link b e t w e e n  our t w o  c o u n t r i e s  is u n d o u b t e d l y  
t he m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  step t ow ar d  i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  f u tu r e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and ties w i t h  o u r  neighbors.

F o r  ferry s e r v i c e  to be feasible, t he S o v i e t s  are p r o b a b l y  
g o i n g  r e q u i r e  a j oi nt  v e n t u r e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
g ro up  h e r e  in Alaska. 'While several g r o u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  
have e x p r e s s e d  an in terest in u n d e r t a k i n g  th is  pr o je ct , t he 
la ck  of any t r a f f i c  projections, a n t i c i p a t e d  c o s t s / r e v e n u e s  
and o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  data has m a d e  p r o g r e s s  on th is  p r o j e c t  v e r y  
difficult.



I w o u l d  like to r e qu es t fund in g for the  D i v i s i o n  of T o u r i s m  to 
c o n d u c t  a c o m p l e t e  a na ly s i s  of this proposal. T h e  d i v i s i o n  
i n f o r m e d  m y  o f f i c e  the funds r e q u i r e d  to a d e q u a t e l y  e v a lu at e 
this p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $50,000. Thi s initial 
m o n e y  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  us w i t h  the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  to 
a t t r a c t  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  partici pa t io n.  This is a small amount 
w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  it co u ld  e v e n t u a l l y  lead t o  the d e v e l o p m e n t  
of an i n e x p e n s i v e  and e f f i c ie nt  t r a v e l  m o d e  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  and 
Siberia.

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  for thi s funding.

T h a n k  you.

f.ifi

V

■a
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Introduced: 1/24/90 go00400h
Referred: Special Committee on Foreign Trade, STATE AFF. and Finance

BY THE F.ULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

S « '

1 IN THE HOUSE

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 440

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Alaska-Soviet Far East

7 Commission; and providing for an effective date."

0 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44.19 is amended by adding new sections to read:

10 ARTICLE 16. ALASKA-SOVIET FAR EAST COMMISSION.

11 Sec. 44.19.605. ALASKA-SOVIET FAR EAST COMMISSION. There is

12 created in the Office of the Governor the Alaska-Soviet Far East

13 Commission.

14 Sec. 44.19.615. PURPOSE. The purpose of the commission is to

15 represent the state in Alaska-Soviet issues and to serve as the point

16 of contact and official coordinator in the development of economic,

17 cultural, scientific, technical, and educational contacts between the

18 Soviet Far East and the State of Alaska, University of Alaska, and the

19 private sector.

20 Sec. 44.19.625. COMPOSITION. (a) The commission consists of

21 seven members appointed by the governor. At least two members must be

22 from che private sector, at least two members must be from higher

23 education, and at least one member must be from the Native community.

24 (b) The governor shall designate one member of the commission as

25 chairperson of the commission. This member shall serve as chairperson

26 for a term of one year, but may be reappointed for successive terms.

27 Sec. 44.19.635. TERM OF OFFICE. The term of office of each

28 member is three years. Terms shall be staggered. The governor shall

29 designate who among the initial appointees shall serve one-, two-, and
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three year terms in accordance with AS 39.05.055(5). A vacancy shall 

be filled for the remainder of the term in the same manner as the 

original appointment.

Sec. 44.19.645. POWERS AND DUTIES. The commission shall

(1) serve as the official coordinator and representative of 

the State of Alaska for all Alaska-Soviet exchanges;

(2) serve as a forum for the exchange of information between 

the state, the University of Alaska, and the private sector about 

current developments and contacts in Alaska-Soviet Far East relations;

(3) host and coordinate official delegations visiting Alaska 

and the Soviet Far East; and

(4) accept monetary gifts or grants from the federal govern­

ment or an agency of it, from any charitable foundation or professiona 

association, or from any other sources for implementation of any 

program or project necessary or desirable for carrying out the general 

purposes of the commission.

Sec. 44.19.655. MEETINGS. Within 60 days after the appointment 

of all the members of the commission, the governor shall call the 

first meeting. A majority of the members constitutes a quorum for 

conducting business and exercising the powers of the commission. The 

commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson, at the request 

of a majority of the members, or at a regularly scheduled time as 

determined by a majority of the members

Sec. 44.19.665. COMPENSATION. Members of the commission serve 

without compensation hut are entitled to per diem and travel allow­

ances as authorized by AS 39.20.180 and AS 39.20.185.

Sec. 44.19.675. ANNUAL REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS. Each year 

the commission shall submit to the legislature and the governor a 

report of its activities during the previous calendar year and any
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recommendations the commission considers appropriate. The report and 

any recommendations shall be submitted no later than the 10th day of 

each regular legislative session.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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ST A T E OK A LA SK A
1990 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

BILL VERSION :

PUBLISH DATE

REQUEST:
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: _________

Title: A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the_______

A l a s k a - S o v i e t  F a r  E a s t  C o m m i s s i o n

Agency Affected: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

B R U : Corrmissions a n d  S p e c i a l  Off-ires

Sponsor: 

Requestor:

R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e

G o v e r n o r
Components : Alaska-Soviet Far East 
___________ Ccnnissicc______________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousandsof Dollars)
O P E R A T I N G F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93 F Y  94 F Y  95 F Y 9 6

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT
L A N D  &  STRUCTURES

GRANrS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

50.1 5 2 . 2 53". 8 . 5 5 . 5 57.2 59.1
77.7 ____ 77.7 77.7 . 7 7 . 7 7 7 . 7 77.7
qa.i Qd, 1 ' Qd . 1 Pit i Q/1 1 . Q/1. 1
1 .9 l - i .q ! . P 1 .n

14.8 .5 .5 .5 .5 .5

50.0 . 60.0 _ 70.. 0 a n . n p n . n . m n . n

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 288.6 2 8 6 . 0 2 97.6 3 0 9 . 3 .>221, UQ___ ,222,?

CA P ITA L

REVENUE
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GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
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238.6 2 2 6 . 0 227.6 2 2 9 . 3 1 231.0 222.9

50.0 60 . 0 70.0 80. 0 9 0 , Q__
2 8 8 . b 2 8 6 . 0 297.6 3 2 1 . 0 - . 2 , 2 . .
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)
C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A l a s k a - S o v i e t  R e l a t i o n s  Pa ge  1
Analysis:

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S  50.1
\\ ■t \

Fiscal n o t e  assu me s A n c h o r a g e  locatiori of c o m m i s s i o n  staff 
c o n s i s t i n g  of one P r o g r a m  C o o r d i n a t o r  ,. .Range 18.

Requ es t for N e w  P o s i t i o n  f o r m  is- attached. S a l a r y  s h o w n  is step A  
for FY 91. P e r s o n a l  S e r v ic es  r e q u e s t  for s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  incl ud es  
a o n e - s t e p  m e r i t  increase. '

T R A V E L  77. 7

T ra ve l h a s  b e e n  a v e r a g e d  to i n c o r p o r a t e  the t r a v e l  c o st s from 
s t a t e wi d e l o c a t i o n s  of the p ublic m e m b e r s  and a s s u m e s  e ig ht  
c o m m i s s i o n  meetings.

A n c h o r a g e : 5 m e e t i n g s

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  @ 4 5 0 / p e r s o n  x  6 p e o p l e  =
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x  3 days x  7 people =

five m e e t i n g s  @

J u n e a u :

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  @ 4 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 6 p e o p l e  =
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x 3 days x  7 people =

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff

t r a v e l  @ 3 6 6 / p e r s o n  x  1 p e r s o n  =
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0/ d ay  x  3 days x  1 p e rs on  =

F a i r b a n k s :

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  @ 4 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 7 p eo pl e  =
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x  3 days x  7 peop l e =

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff

t r a v e l  @ 4 3 6 / p e r s o n  x 1 p e r s o n  =
p e r  d i e m  @ 80/day. x  3 days x  1 p er so n =

2,700
1,680
4,380 = 21 ,900

2,700
1,680

366
240 4 ,896

3,150
1,680

436
240 5,506



T R A VE L (continued)

Soviet Far E a s t :

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  0 2 1 0 0 / p e r s o n  >: 7 p e o p l e  = i4,700
p e r  d i e m  8 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 7 p e o p l e  = 7,350

vr\
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff *

t r a v e l  0 2 1 0 0 / p e r s o n  x 1 person. = 2,100
p e r  d i e m  3 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 1 p e r s o n  = 1,050

A d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  travel:

A c c o m p a n y  d e l e g a t i o n s  - a s s u m e s  2 p u b l i c  m e m be rs  
for t hree d e l e g a t i o n s

t r a v e l  0 2 1 0 0 / p e r s o n  x  2 p eo p le  = 12,600
p er d e i m  3 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 2 p e o p l e  = 6,300

A d d i t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff t r a v e l

J u n e a u :

t r a v e l  0 3 66/trip x  2 trips = 732
per d i e m  0 80/day fo r  total 6 d a y s  = 480

T o t a l  Travel:

CONTRACTUAL 94.1

P r o f e s s i o n a l  Services:

I n t e r p r e t e r  services, d e l e g a t i o n s  h o s t i n g  
e xp enses, p r o f e s s i o n a l  serv ic e s c o n t r a c t s

C o mm un ic at i on :

T e l e p h o n e  (toll costs, b a s e / l o c a l  
f i x e d  costs, c e n t r e x  n e t w o r k  costs)
3 50 /m o x  12 m o n t h s  4,200
T e l e c o p i e r  c h a r g e s  —  25/mo x  12 m o n t h s  300
T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  c h a r g e s  —  8 0  450 3,600
P o s t a g e  —  30 0/mo x  12 3,600

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A l a s k a - S o v i e t  R e l a t i o n s
A n a l y s i s :

Page 2

25,200

18,900

1,212

77,704

60,000

11,700



C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A l a s k a - S o v i e t  R el ations
Analysis:

C O N T R A C T U A L  (Continued) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :

F r e i g h t  and e x pr es s cha r ge s —  7 5 / m o  x 12

A dv ertising, P r i n t i n g  & Binding:

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  75
A d v e r t i s i n g  —  8 m e e t i n g s  x 350 2,800
P r i n t i n g  —  4 n e w s l e t t e r s  x 800 e a ch  3,200
A n n u a l  report 13,500
Forms, misc. * 750

M i n o r  Repair, M a i n t e n a n c e

R e n t a l  for Space:

F i s c a l  note assum es  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of office space 
w i t h i n  existing l eased space in Anchorage.

T o t a l  Contractual:

S U P P L I E S  A N D  M AT ER I A L S  1.9

O f f i c e  a n d  library supplies, 150/mo x  12 = 1,800
D a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  s up p l i e s  = 75

E Q U I P M E N T  14.8

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  Equipment:

n e t w o r k  hookup, 1 s t a t i o n  = 1,500
1 p o s i t i o n  p h o ne  = 500

D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  Equipment:

1 PC w o r k s t a t i o n

F u r n i t u r e / O f f i c e  Equipment:

Desk, chair, etc. = 5,000
1 5 -drawer lat er a l file c a b i ne ts  = 425
B o o k c a s e s  = 175
P h o t o c o p i e r  = 1,800
1 c a l c u l a t o r  * = 7 5
t y p e w r i t e r  = 800

T o t a l  Equipment:

M I S C E L L A N E O U S  50.0

E s t i m a t e  for p r o g r a m  receipts, i.e., p r i v a t e  sector 
d o n a t i o n s  and contribu ti on s,  for i d e n t i f i e d  
C o m m i s s i o n  projects.

Page 3

900

20,325

1,200

94,125

1,875

2,000

4,500

8,275

14,775

5 0 , 0 0 0
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PERSONAL SERVICES
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N O M E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
COMMITTEE FOR COOPERATION. COMMERCE, A m  PEACE 
W Y 1S1. tta tfE A L A S itA  MISS— 1----

James R. Ayers
System Director
Alaska Marine Highway System
P 0 Box R
Juneau, Alaska
99811-2505

Dear Mr. Ayers:

Thank you for your reply and Interest In seeing ferry 
service between Alaska and the Soviet Far East. The next 
step Is to invite Viktor Mukhortov and appropriate Soviet
officials to discuss a plan to provide economical ferry 
service across the Bering Strait.

Bering Air is scheduling a flight this morning at about
10:00 am. I am forwarding a copy of your letter to be hand
delivered to the Port Director, Viktor Mukhortov, An 
Invitation to come to Alaska to meet with you and review his
proposal would be very helpful. Ron Miller with the Office
of International Trade Is very familiar with the process of 
extending an invitation on the State level.

While In Alaska, Mr. Mukhortov could meet with private 
sectot g r o u p s  Interested In tourism to the Soviet Far East 
(SFE) and marketing the fer*. y as a part of existing tourism 
routes with Alaska and Canada. If Viktor comes through Nome, 
we will provide his accommodations and meals, and arrange
for him to see Grant ley Harbor In Teller, Gambell on St.
Lawrence Island, and meet with the City and see the Port of
Nome.

With Bering Air resuming flight service to Provideniya and 
seeking permission to service other communities In the SFE, 
the development of a summer ferry route to the SFE will 
enhance air connections, Increase tourism and provide 
Western Alaska with additional Income and Jobs.

Slncerely

Jim Stlmpfle^ 0
Chairman, Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace 
C907) 443-2002

cc: Rep. Richard Foster, Chairman Transportation Committee 
Ron Miller, Office of International Trade 
Viktor Mukhortov, Port Director Provideniya
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Commission on Alaska-Soviet Relations
Analysis:

Page 1

PERSONAL S E R V I C E S  5 0 . 1

Fiscal n o t e  a s sumes A n c h o r a g e  l o c a t i o n  of c o m m i s s i o n  staff 
c o n s i s t i n g  of one P r o g r a m  Coordinator, Range 18.

R e quest f o r  N e w  P o s i t i o n  f o r m  is attached. S a l a r y  s h o w n  is step A 
for F Y  91. P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  r e q u e s t  for s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s  includes 
a o n e - s t ^ p  m e r i t  increase.

TRAVEL 77.7

T r a v e l  h a s  b e e n  a v e r a g e d  to i n c o r p o r a t e  the t r a v e l  costs from 
s t a t e w i d e  l o c a t i o n s  of the p ublic m e m b e r s  and a s s u m e s  eight 
c o m m i s s i o n  meetings.

A n c h o r a g e ; 5 m e e t i n g s

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  § 45 0 / p e r s o n  x  6 p e o p l e  = 2,700
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x  3 days x  7 p eople = 1,680

five m e e t i n g s  @ 4,380 = 21,900

J u n e a u :

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  @ 4 5 0 / p e r s o n  x  6 p e o p l e  =  2,700
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x 3 days x  7 p e o p l e  =  1,680

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff

t r a v e l  @ 3 6 6 / p e r s o n  x  1 p e r s o n  = 366
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x  3 days x  1 p e r s o n  = 240 4,896

F a i r b a n k s :

Public m e m b e r s

t r a v e l  @ 4 5 0 / p e r s o n  x  7 p e o p l e  = 3,150
p e r  d i e m  @ 8 0 / d a y  x  3 days x  7 p e o p l e  = 1,680

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff

t r a v e l  @ 4 3 6 / p e r s o n  x  1 p e r s o n  = 436
p e r  d i e m  @ 80/day, x  3 days x  1 p e r s o n  = 240 5,506



TR A V E L  (continued)

Soviet Far East:

Commission on Alaska-Soviet Relations
Analysis:

Public m e m b e r s

travel 0 2100/p e r s o n  x 7 p e o p l e  = 14,700
per d i e m  0 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 7 p e o p l e  = 7,350

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff

travel @ 2 1 0 0 / p e r s o n  x  1 p e r s o n  = 2,100
p er d i e m  0 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 1 p e r s o n  = 1,050

A d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  travel:

A c c o m p a n y  d e l e g a t i o n s  - assumes 2 p u b l i c  members 
for three d e l e g a t i o n s

t ravel 0 2 1 0 0 / p e r s o n  x  2 people = 12,600
p e r  d e i m  0 1 0 5 0 / p e r s o n  x 2 p e o p l e  = 6,300

A d d i t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff t ravel

J u n e a u :

t r avel 0 366/trip x  2 trips = 732
p e r  d i e m  0 80/day for total 6 days = 480

T o t a l  Travel:

CONTRACTUAL 9 4 . 1

P r o f e s s i o n a l  Services:

I n t e r p r e t e r  services, d e l e g a t i o n s  h o s t i n g  
expenses, p r o f e s s i o n a l  services contracts

C o m m u n i c a t i o n :

T e l e p h o n e  (toll costs, b a s e / l o c a l  
fixed costs, c e n t r e x  n e twork costs)
350/mo x  12 m o n t h s  4,200
T e l e c o p i e r  c h arges —  25/mo x  12 m o n t h s  300
T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  c h a r g e s  —  8 0  450 3,600
P o s t a g e  —  300/mo x  12 3,600



C O N T R A C T U A L  (Continued)

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :

F r e i g h t  and e x press c h arges —  7 5 / m o  x 12 

Adver t i s i n g ,  P r i n t i n g  & Binding:

Commission on Alaska-Soviet Relations
Analysis:

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  75
A d v e r t i s i n g  -- 8 m e e t i n g s  x 350 2,800
P r i n t i n g  —  4 n e w s l e t t e r s  x 800 each 3,200
A n n u a l  r e port 13,500
Forms, misc. * 750

M i n o r  Repair, M a i n t e n a n c e  

R e n t a l  for Space:

F i s c a l  note a s sumes a v a i l a b i l i t y  of o f f i c e  space 
w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e d  space in Anchorage.

T o t a l  Contractual:

S U P P L I E S  A N D  M A T E R I A L S  1.9

O f f i c e  a n d  l i b r a r y  supplies, 1 5 0 / m o  x  12 =
D a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  s u p p l i e s  =

E Q U I P M E N T  14.8

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  Equipment:

n e t w o r k  hookup, 1 s t a t i o n  =
1 p o s i t i o n  p h o n e  =

D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  Equipment:

1 P C  w o r k s t a t i o n

F u r n i t u r e / O f f i c e  Equipment:

Desk, chair, etc. =
1 5 - d rawer l a teral file c a b i n e t s  =
B o o k c a s e s  =
P h o t o c o p i e r  =
1 c a l c u l a t o r  * =
t y p e w r i t e r  =

T o t a l  Equipment:

M I S C E L L A N E O U S  50.0

E s t i m a t e  for p r o g r a m  receipts, i.e., p r i v a t e  sector 
d o n a t i o n s  a n d  contributions, for i d e n t i f i e d  
C o m m i s s i o n  projects.

1,800
75

1,500
500

5,000
425
175

1,800
75

800

P a g e  3

900

20,325

1 , 2 0 0

94,125

1,875

2 , 0 0 0

4,500

8,275

14,775

50,000



P O S IT IO N  T IT LE
Program Coordinator

RANGE/STEP
18/A

BARG. UNIT PAGE /L INE
COV.

APPROV. D I SAPP

J 2 .

_ 3 .
<i.

TYPE OF POS IT ION
„ P E T ________

STAFF  MONTHS 
 1 2 .

RP NUMBER PCN NUMBER BRU PRIORITY LOCATION
■Anchoraqo.

ELECTION DISTRICT
LEG.

5.
C.
7 .
8 .  

9 .
TO.

11.

12.

1 3 .
H .
1 5 .

1 6 .
V7.
1 8 .
1h  
2 0 .

21 .

CONTINUATION LEVEL ADDIT ION X J U S T IF IC A T IO N :
TYPE OF EXPENDITURE

1

PERSONAL SERV ICES
S a l a r y
B e n e f i t s
S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s
F i x e d  B e n e f i  t s

-37 i.54JB x.Q -P .
12,957.03

TOTAL PERSONAL SERV IC ES 01

T r a v e l 02

I C o n t r a c t u a l 0 3
C o m m o d i t i e s 0<»

Equipment 0 5
O t h e r
TOTAL COST

RECE IPT  CODE FUND INC SOURCE
F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s  1 0 0 2
G . F .  M a tc h 1 0 0 3
C e n e r a l  F und s 100*1

I - A  R e c e i p t s 1 0 0 5
P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s  1 0 2 8
O t h e r

FOR B4M USE ONLY 
KEY NUMBER

AMOUNT
Program Coordinator to staff Corrmission on Alaska-Soviet 
Relations. Position will provide full support to conmission.

_5Jh.5.P5_..Q3_
3,504.00

1.875.00
14,775.00

70,659.03

70,659.03

REQUEST FOR 
NEW PO S IT IO N

a g e n c y  Office of the Governor

b r u  Executive Operations

c o m p o n e n t  Executive Office

P a g e  ^_________o f ___^

Revised Date_____

FY 91

01-1137(7/88)-13



S  r a  t  is o f  A l a s  k  a
G f T I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J  V  S  K A U

November 27, 1989

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC

Dear Mr., President:

Business, cultural and educational exchanges between Alaska 
and the Soviet Far East and North continue to expand 
r a p i d l y .

Alaskans are proud to be among the leaders in warming 
relations between the Soviet Union and the United States and 
we thank you for your efforts in this area. Together, our 
two countries can help make the world a better, safer place 
to live.

The purpose of this letter is to request that you place 
three items on the agenda for your summit meeting with 
President Gorbachev in the summer of 1990. The items are:

1. Visa free travel between Alaska a n d  the Soviet Far 
East and North.

2. New consulate offices in Anchorage and Khabarovsk.

3. A direct commercial air route between Alaska and 
the Soviet Far E a s t .

VISA FREE TRAVEL

As a result of the agreement signed by Secretary of State 
Ja^es Baker and Soviet Foreign Minister Edward Shevardnadze 
in Wyoming in September 1989, certain indigenous people from 
Alaska's northwest coast and the Soviet Union's northeast 
coast are now allowed to visit visa free.

Extension of the visa free travel privileges to all 
residents of the Soviet Far East and North and ,_o all 
residents of Alaska would help greatly in our efforts
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to expand business, cultural and educational exchanges 
between our regions.

Due to the heavy demands being p l aced on the Soviet and 
American Embassies to process visas, delays are often 
lengthy, making travel planning uncertain and difficult.

CON S ULATE-QEE1CES

As relations warm, numerous Soviets are traveling to Alaska 
and just as many Alaskans are traveling to the Soviet Far 
East and North.

Alaska has invited 80 Soviets to attend a seminar in 
Anchorage in April of 1990 on how to do business in Alaska. 
Officials in Khabarovsk and Magadan have, in return, invited 
80 Alaskans to attend seminars in their regions at the same 
time on how to do business in the Soviet Union.

Alaska is inviting 160 Soviet citizens from around the 
Soviet Union to attend a conference cn issues common to the 
northern regions of the world to be held in September of 
1990 in Anchorage.

Many schools, cultural and business organizations are also 
planning exchange visits at their own initiative.

A  Soviet consulate office in Anchorage and an American 
consulate in Alaska's sister state of Khabarovsk would be 
very helpful in organizing and implementing visits between 
the regions.

I respectfully request that the 1990 summit agenda include 
discussion of increasing the number of Soviet consulate 
offices in the U.S. and the number of Soviet consulate 
offices in the U.S.S.R. These new offices would greatly 
enhance our ability to continue expanding the working 
relationships between Alaska and the Soviet Far East and 
N o r t h .

COMMERCIAL A I R - R QUTfE.

Officials of Aeroflot in the Soviet Far East and Alaska 
Airlines have been working diligently to open a route 
between Anchorage, Magadan and Khabarovsk. These efforts 
continue to be thwarted by counter proposals from Moscow 
calling for Aeroflot to receive landing rights in Los
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Angeles or San Francisco in exchange for Alaska Airlines' 
landing rights in Magadan or Khabarovsk.

Officials at the highest levels in Khabarovsk and Magadan 
agree with us in Alaska that we should simply strive to open 
the route between Alaska and the Soviet Far East and 
separate the question of landing rights for Aeroflot at a 
major U.S. west coast city.

I believe that benefits from improved commerce will result 
immediately if an air route between Anchorage, Khabarovsk 
and Magadan is opened. This issue is much too important for 
us to allow it to >e delayed by negotiations over landing 
rights in other U.S. west coast cities.

In summary, I ask that each of the above subjects be placed 
on the agenda for the 1990 summit meeting and that 
agreements be signed allowing the implementation of these 
i d e a s .

I invite your staff to co: 
additional information or

Governor

cc: Secretary of State James Baker
Soviet Foreign Minister Edward Shevardnadze 
Ambassador Yuri Dubinin



STEVE CQWPER
GOVERNOR

S  T a t  12 o  f  A l a  s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  T . O V C R N O R  

J  n  S  E  A c

November 15,1989

Am bassador Yuri V. Dubinin 
E m b a ssy  of the Soviet Socialist Republics

VIA: Facsimile

Your Excellency:

I write to express concern and seek your assistance in connection with a newly 
imposed requirement by the Soviet Ministry of Civil Aviation that has interrupted an 
A laska charter airplane service between Nome and Provideniya on the Chukotsk 
Peninsula in the Soviet Far East.

The charter service, Bering Air, Inc., has operated 85 flights since Ju ly across the 
Bering Strait that separate our countries. It has carried both Soviets and A laskans and 
helped transport members of my party during my visit to ti.e Soviet Far E ast in 
September. The charter service has operated safely and is an important link in the 
warming relations between our countries.

On Tuesday, November 14, Bering Air received a cable from the Soviet Civil Aviation 
Ministry informing them of a  new requirement that all flights carry a Soviet navigator. 
That requirement has the effect of shutting down Bering Air because of the prohibitive 
co sts of transporting a Soviet navigator from Moscow to Nome.

Yesterday's development h a s resulted in som e immediate problems. Stranded in 
Provideniya is the 11-year-old son of Bering Air’s  president, Jim  Rowe, and a 
delegation of Soviets planning to spend two w eeks in A laska on a  friendship mission.

We are contacting agencies in the U.S. government about this problem including the 
State Department and Federal Aviation Administration. I would appreciate any efforts 
on your behalf to resolve the problem in Moscow. At a minimum, we would like Bering 
Air to receive permission to complete its current schedule of flights. For the long term, 
we believe the requirement for a Soviet navigator on Bering Air flights to Provideniya 
is unnecessary and burdensome.
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Thank you in advance for your efforts on this matter. I stand ready to a ssist  you in any 
way possible.
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N O M E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
^COMMITTEEFOR COOPERATION COMMERCE. AND PEACE 
typOXtSJ, NOME,; ALASKA 9§M2

Rep. Richard Foster 1/23/90
Chairman
Transportation Committee 
Rm #17
465-4858, Wendy

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Issues of travel 
between Alaska and the Soviet Far East In the Bering Strait 
region.

To summarize, 1 believe that the Transportation Committee 
could be most helpful in directing appropriate State 
agencies, (Governor's Office of International Trade, and 
Dept, of Transportation? to work with Soviet officials in 
waiving or recommending regulations that will enhance ‘the 
cultural, educational, and commercial opportunities fbi?.* 
Alaskans and Soviets to travel back and forth.

Specifically, a letter to appraise Soviet and US officials 
of the Committee's Interest to develop affordable means of 
transportation across the Bering Strait.

Yuri V. Dubinin, Ambassador 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
1125 Sixteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
FAX (202) 347-5028

U S Dept, of State 
Office of Soviet Affairs 
Washington, DC 20520 
20520
FAX (202) 347-5028

Invite Viktor Mukhortov to Alaska to meet with the 
Transportation Committee, State officials, and the US Coast 
Guard to present his proposal for ferry service within the 
next two months. This will also give the private sector the 
opportunity to discuss ground support services and tourism 
potential with him so that he has a clear idea of the «osts 
involved.

ncere1y

St impf1e
Chairman, Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace 
(907) 443-2002
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N O M E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M A  ^  ̂
CO M M ITTEE FO R  COOPERA TION, COM M ERCE, A. % I & f N ' FflffcC*

J f r W g  9 9 7 B 2  ^

P R E S S  R E L  I i

January 6, 1990

RE: Soviet Ferry service from Prov.
to Alaska across the Bering Strait.

Viktor Mukhortov, the Port Director of Provideniya In the 
Soviet Far East, called on the telephone to Nome, Alaska.
He wants to establish ferry service between the Eskimo 
communities of the Bering Strait this summer.

In March, the United States and the Soviet Union will 
Implement the VISA-WAIVER program for US and Soviet Eskimo 
people to visit one another without the need for visas.

After 40 years of separation, the Siberian Yuplk Eskimo 
people will be able to visit one another In the communities 
of Nome, Provideniya, Gambell, Little Diomede, Anadyr, 
Lavrentlya and Uelen. These "designated entry points" and 
the surrounding regions, (Nome and Kobuk census areas of 
Alaska and Iultlnsky Rayon, Provldenskly Rayon, and 
Chukotsky Rayon, eastern Anadyrskly Rayon, and the Chukotsky 
Autonomous Okrug) are open to travel for Eskimo peoples. 
Passports are required.

Ferry service to the communities of Gambell, Alaska on St. 
Lawrence Island, Teller, and Nome to the Soviet communities 
across the Bering Strait. It la hoped that US and Soviet 
citizens will visit one another reestablishing ties of 
kinship and culture,

For additional Information contact:

Viktor Murkhortov, Provideniya 
tel. 2-21-35 
tel. 2-22-67 
Telex 145638.

Jim Stlmpfle, Chairman,
Committee for Cooperation,
Commerce, and Peace 
(907) 443-2002

• 'xO&jfv ^  '"S 's"  -tw  V I ' ■ ■ .



N O M E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E
C O M M I T T E E  F O R  C O O P E R A  T I O i L  C O M M E R C E \  A N D  P E A C E  
£ 6 X 2 5 1 .  tfOM E, ALASKA

Jim Ayer3 Jan. 5, 1990
System Director
Alaska Marine Highway System
P 0 Box R
Juneau, Alaska
998.11-250S

RE: Soviet Ferry to Gambell, Teller, and Nome, Alaska 
1990

File No. 140-3745-C, April I?, 1989 

Dear Mr. Ayers

On January 4, I was contacted by Viktor Mukhortov, the Port 
Director of Provideniya, asking help to provide ferry 
service between Alaska and the Soviet Far East. Previous 
discussions with George Davidson, the Systems Director, and 
the Governor's Office of International Trade, Ron Miller 
(tel. 561-5585) indicated interest In providing some help 
from the State to Implement service from the Port of 
Provideniya, servicing the Eskimo communities on both sides 
of the Bering Strait.

Since the Initial contact in April of 1989, much progress 
has been made In establishing cultural, educational, and 
commerlcal relations between the State of Alaska and the 
Magadan region of the Soviet Far East.

Mr. Mukhortov (telex 145638, tel. 2-21-35, or 2-22-67 
Provideniya) indicated that he has support from his 
government officials to Implement ferry service across the 
Bering Strait for this year. Last year we were very close to 
Implementing service with the help of Alaska Maritime 
Agency, (Bill Lorch, tel. g72-Q714j , the USCG inspection 
teem, (CDR Blais, tel. 271-513777 State Dept. (Wayne Nell, 
tel. 202-647-4088), and support from our Congressional 
de1egat1 on.

In view of the fact, that a vlsa-walver agreement for 
US/Sovlet Eskimo people will be In effect by March or April 
of this year, the tremendous potential for tourism 
development, and 85 flights by Bering Air from Nome to 
Provideniya, I believe that State assistance in developing 
this ferry service is warranted, 11: is time to put together 
a working group on a State level to assist with the 
necessary permits, authorizations, fees, and technical 
requirements on the federal level.
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The communities of Teller, Gambell, and Nome are Interested 
In a ferry service connecting US/Sovlet communities In the 
Bering Strait.

Your attention to this matter will benefit all Alaskans and 
develop new employment opportunities for Western Alaska.

Slncerely 

Jim Stlmpfle
Chairman, Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace 
< 9 0 7 )  4 4 3 - 2 0 0 2

cc: Congressional Delegation
Ron Miller, Gov.'s Office International Trade 
Wayne Nell, US State Dept.
Bill Lorch, Alaska Maritime Agency
CDR Blais, US Coast Guard
Mayor Gambell
Mayor of Teller
City of Nome



O cean s  of red tap e  
b lock ing Bering ferry 
p rom p t Nome SOS

N O M E  (AP) —  A  N o m e  man tor Mukhortov, director of the
is asking the state to help clear Port of Provideniya, Stimpfle
the regulatory hurdles to provide said. It nearly became a reality
ferry service between Alaska last fall, but the plan fell apart
and Siberia. when regulatory requirements

Jim Stimpfle of the Com- imposed an additionai burden of
mittee For Cooperation, Com- $8,000 per trip, he said,
merce and Peace of the Nome The Soviet Union already pro- 
Chamber of Commerce said vides ferry service for native vil-
Monday the Soviet Union is inter- lages along the Siberian coast,
ested in providing the service, Stimpfle said. With east-west
but help is needed to "jump travel expected to increase dra-
through all the necessary matically as a viss-waiver pro­
hoops." gram goes into effect this spring,

Stimpfle has written the direc- the Soviets are interested in ex-
tor of the Alaska Marine High- panding the service across the
way System asking for help. Bering Strait, he said.

The ferry service idea has In a telephone conversation 
been percolating since last with Mukhortov last week,
spring when it was raised by Vik-________ SfifiJBering ferry, page B-2

7  r \ Vs\
Continued from page B-l

Stimpfle said he learned the Soviet government has - 
approved the concept. And the Soviet government 
is considering purchasing a new $4 million ferry if 
it appears Alaska traffic will make it worthwhile, 
he said.

The stationing of a customs agent in Gambell 
and the expected arrival of an immigration official 
in N o m e  already have eased some of the expense 
facing the venture last year, Stimpfle said. The lar­
gest remaining cost will be obtaining marine pilot 
services for the vessel in Alaska waters, he said.

The Coast Guard already has agreed to provide 
free vessel inspections, he said.

In his letter to Jim Ayers of the Alaska ferry sys­
tem, Stimpfle said the project n»*eds state help to 
obtain the necessary permits and meet technical 
requirements at the state and federal ievel.

“With this ferry, you will engender gieater eco­
nomic and employment opportunities for western 
Alaska," Stimpfle said Monday.

Once the regulatory problems are cleared up, 
private sector involvement will be needed to pro­
vide booking, catering and promotional service., 
he said.

.Among the possibilities are cruise ship compa­
nies, travel agencies and Bering Air, a Nome-based 
air taxi which already has made 85 flights to the S > 
viet Union, Stimpfle said.

Tourists would be needed to make the service 
feasible, Stimpfle said, because the popuiation of 
western Alaska is too small to make it economical.



 ̂Nome man wants Bering ferry
Tm amocutto m e u  was raised by Viktor Mukhortov, di-

NOM E - A Nome man is asking rector of the Port of Provideniya. 
the state to help clear the regulatory stimpfle said. It nearly became a re- 
hurdles tc provide ferrv service be- ality last fall, 
tween Alaska and Siberia. The Soviet Union already pro-

Jim Stimpfle of the Committee vides ferry service for native vil- 
For Cooperation. Commerce and iages along the Siberian coast. 
Peace of the Nome Chamber of Com- stimpfle said. With east-west travel 
merce said Monday the Soviet Union expected to increase dramatically as 
is interested in providing the service, a visa-waiver program goes into ef- 
but help is needed to "jump through feet this spring, the Soviets are inter- 
all the necessary hoops." ested in expanding the service across

Stimpfle has written the director the Bering Strait, he said, 
of the Alaska Marine Highway Sys­
tem asking for help.

The ferry service idea has been 
icolatine since last spring when it

T h e  A l a s k a  E c o n o m i c  R e p o r t

T h e  Alaska E c o n o m i c  Report Circulation Office

E F F O R T S S T IL L  U N D E R W A Y  O N  C R O S S -B E R I N G  S T R A I T  FE R Y  SER VICE:  Nomfc businessman J im 
St impfle ,  p romoting  increasing Alaska-Soviet  t ies across\the Ber ing  Straits, has  a ske jH or  s tate help to clean 
regulatory hurdles  fo r  an A laska-USSR ferry service acrosVthestraits.  TheSovievs-are  interested in the service 
and  cou ld  m ove  to purchase  a $4 mil l ion new  vessel i f U.S. approvS ls^ re 'g ran ted / rhe  ferry would  largely depend 
on  su m m e r  tourists. T h e  Soviets a l ready provide ferry service to  remote communit i es  a long the Siberian coast, j



SJR 50. (cont'd)

judicial enforcement of that law.

If passed by the legislature, the amendment will be placed before 
the voters at the next general election.

Introduced January 15, 1988 and referred to State Affairs; 
Judiciary.

Flexible Lend­
ing & Collect- 

lpg_£alisigflL

RESOLUTION NO. 32. by Sens. Fischer,S E N A T E .
Halford, Faiks, Jones, Sturgulewski, Uehling, Kerttula, and 
Kelly. Would urge the financial institutions of the state 
to adopt more flexible lending and collection policies in order to 
help improve the state econony in the present economic climate.

Introduced January 11, 1988 and referred to Finance.

Winter Olympics SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION.. NO.

A S f iS M lt ___________
(suspends Uni­
form Rules)

Commission on 
Alaska-Soviet 
Relations 
(establishing)

21, by the Rules Committee.
Would suspend Uniform Rule 23(a) regarding the preceding 
Thursday notice requirement of a committee meeting and the five 
day notice of the first hearing on a bill in consideration of 
SB 319, which would increase the amount; that may be contributed 
from the permanent fund dividend to the Alaska Winter Olympics 
account.

Introduced January 11, 1988 and referred to Rules. Note: also see
section entitled "Bills & Resolutions, Passed by the Senate," this 
report.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO.. 3.4, by Sens. Hensley,
Josephson, Sturgulewski, Binkley, Duncan, and Zharoff.
Requests the Governor to appoint a nine member commission on 
Alaska-Soviet relations from government, civic, academic, 
cultural, and business leaders in the state to make reccranendations 
to the Governor and the legislature on "mutually beneficial 
relationships between the people of the state and our Siberian 
neighbors". The resolution cites earlier efforts, exchanges, and 
agreements between the federal and state governments and the 
Soviets as a model. A report on the commission's findings and 
recommendations would be made to the governor and the legislature 
by February 1, 1989.

Introduced January 12, 1988 and referred to State Affairs.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, NO._,35.. by Sens. Binkley,
Hensley, Zharoff, Sturgulewski, Eliason, Josephson, Coghill, 

(awaren's week) Rodey, Kelly, Uehling, Duncan, Halford, Fanning, Fischer,
Szymanski, Fahrenkamp, Kerttula, Faiks, Jones and Abood. Requests 
the Governor to proclaim May 8 - 14, 1988 Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
Awareness Week, and to request that schools, health care 
organizations and practitioners, and other public and private 
agencies observe the week with appropriate activities.

Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome

gage 937 Introduced January 15, 1988 and referred to State Affairs.
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