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W h a t c o m  

C o u n t y
and B ellin g h am

Golf is aUractUig louruis to Wtiaicom County. I’hoto by Rod del Pazo.

in the  late 1800s. B e llingham  s 
F airhaven  District w as a liv e  with the  
so u n a s  ot p rogress. L ocal b u s in e s s ­
m en  w ere  busy constructing  p ro u d  new  
b a n k s  an d  office buildings in an tic ip a ­
tion ot Fairhaven being s e le c te d  a s  the 
term iu s of the G reat N orth ern  R ailroad .
It w a s  the beginning ol a  g re a t  new  
a g e  ol prosperity for W h a tco m  C ounty , 
an d  locals reckoned F a irh a v e n  would 
b e  its cen terp iece.

Then the  new s c a m e  that S ea ttle , 
no t Fairhaven . would b e  N o rth e rn 's  rail 
h e a d . The community w e n t into shock . 
A worldwioe d ep ress io n  s a p p e d  w hat 
w a s  left of its re so u rces , a n d  by th e  
early  1900s, F airhaven 's glory d a y s  
w e re  over.

It took n e~ ;l/ a  c en tu ry , bu t 
W hatcom  County got its ow n ta s te  of 
s u c c e s s  last year w hen  th e  A laska  
D epartm ent ot Tr n sp o rta tio n  s e le c te d  
Bellingham , not S eattle , a s  th e  
so u th e rn  term inus of th e  A laska  M arine 
Highway S ystem . E choing  the  h o p e s  of 
100 y ea rs  ago, construction  w orkers 
not long ag o  put tha finishing to u c h e s  
on  Bellingham  Cruise T erm inal, a  $10- 
million. 22 .000 sq ua re  foo t, brick an d  
g la s s  structure that s e rv e s  th e  A laska  
M arine Highway S y s te m 's  h o m e  b a s e  
in th e  lower 48 sta te s.

At last, W hatcom  C o u n ty  s e e m s  
read y  to fulfill its destiny  a s  a  h u b  of 
reg ional an d  international co m m erce .

Today, the county h a s  a  p o p u la ­
tion of 122,200. Roughly tw o th ird s ol 
th e  e a s te rn  p an  of the  co u n ty  (1 .350  
sq u a re  miles) is in the  M ount B aker- 
S n o au a lm ie  National F o re s t  a n d  North 
n a c ra r ip c  National P ark . T h e  w es te rn  
portion is a  mix of fo restry  an d  agricu lt­
ural land, urban and ru ra l a r e a s  w hich 
include se v en  in co rpora ted  cities. 
Bellingham , the largest c ity  (47 .290), is 
th e  county  se a t and th e  e c o n o m ic  an d  
cultural cen'.ar of the reg ion .

At p resen t, in the  u n in co rp o ra ted  
portion of the  735 sq u a re  m iles of the  
county  not in federal o w n ersh ip , 44%  
of th e  a re a  is zoned for co m m erc ia l 
forestry, 28%  lor ag n cu ltu re ; 2 6 %  lor 
rural low density  living; 6 %  lor a  variety

of u rb a n  residen tia l d e n s itie s  an d  4%  
for com m ercia l a n d  industrial u se s .

C O O PERA T IVE  EFFORT
For m uch ot its history, Belling­

h am  M ayor Tim D oug las sa y s . W hat­
c o m  C ounty  su ffe re d  from  the cyclical 
b o o m -an d -b u s t of farm ing, tim ber and 
fishing. In the  6 0 s  ^ n d  7 0 s. the  g enera l 
b u s in e s s  clim ate  sp ira led  dow n into 
re c e s s io n , an d  young  p eop le , growing 
up  in o n e  of th e  s ta te 's  m ost physically 
a ttrac tiv e  a r e a s ,  w ere  forced to look 
e ls e w h e re  for a  s e c u re  future.

"Even a s  recen tly  a s  six y ea rs  
a g o  w h en  I lirst c a m e  into this office, 
D o u g las sa y s , "the econom y w as 
s ta g n a n t a t b e s t . '

But the  s e e d s  ol c h a n g e  h ad  
b e e n  sow n. In 1979, vhe ch am b er of 
c o m m e rc e  a n d  council of governm ents 
co m m iss io n ed  th e  S tanford  R e sea rch  
Institu te  io c o n d u c t a  thorough  e c o ­
nom ic  study of th e  region. O n o n e  level 
th e  re su lts  sim ply u n d e rsc o re d  th e  o b ­
v ious: th e  coun ty  s  ideal location lor 
tra d e  with C a n a d a , A laska  an d  the  
Pacific Rim: th e  rec rea tio n a l potential 
of th e  a re a ; a n d  th e  com m unity 's 
ex ce llen t ed u ca tio n a l sy stem .

O n e  im m ed ia te  outgrow th of the 
S tan fo rd  s tudy  w a s  th e  crea tion  ot

F ourth  C o rn e r D evelopm ent G roup, a  
c o o p e ra tiv e  o rgan iza tion  w hich r e ­
m a in s  ac tive  in m am eting  W hatcom  
C ounty  a n d  Bellingham . A nother result 
ot th e  s tu d y . D ougias b e liev es , w as 
th a t  it p u t the  b u raen  of c h a n g e  directly 
o n  th e  com m unity . This h a s  alw ays 
b e e n  a  b o o ts tra p  kind of co m m u n ity ,' 
h e  s a y s . "G radually  p eop le  b e g a n  to 
a c c e p t th e  id ea  that if w e w ere  going to 
su rv iv e  a n d  p ro sp er, w e w ere  going to 
h a v e  to m ak e  so m e  c h a n g e s ."

THE  EX PO  D IFFERENCE
M eanw hile  an o th er ca ta ly s t w as  

b rew ing  |u s t ov er the b o rd er a s  work 
on  E xpo  86 in V ancouver, B.C. sp rung  
in to  h igh  g e a r . To W hatcom  County, 
E xpo  86  m e a n t opportunity. Every 
entity  from  th e  Visitor an d  C onventions 
B u re a u  to tn e  ;j c r t ot B cinngnam  r e -  
g a n  working to attract th e  a tten tion  ot 
th e  te n s  of th o u sa n d s  ol v isitors w ho 
w ould  b e  p a s s in g  through the  countv  
o n  their w ay to th e  W orld 's Fair.

P re p a ra tio n s  tor Expo 8 6  u n d e r ­
s c o re d  a n o th e r  w e a k n e ss  in the  local 
e c o n o m y  —  th e  lack ot a n  a d e q u a te  
retailing  b a s e . T here  w a s  a  tre m e n ­
d o u s  le a k a g e  ou t of B eiiinoham  an d  
W h a tc o m  C ounty  from o u r own 
re s id e n t  population  and  from  C a n a d i­
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a n s  driving p as t to go  to  th e  S e a ttle  
a re a  to s n o p . ' D ouglas rennem o ers.

Diverting that e c o n o m ic  po tential 
mto local dollars w a s  a  to p  priority tor 
a re a  deveio o ers  like David Syre. 
p resid en t ot The Trill.um C orp .

S yre  s oeliel in th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 
vitality ol W hatcom  C o u n ty  led him to 
so m e  hold investm ent d e c is io n s  that

*• AXKOOAM « •

h ad  local sk ep tic s  sn ak in g  their n eao s . 
With th e  neiD ot S an  F rancisco-D aseo  
Q u es to r  R e se a rc h  G roup. Trillium 
ca m e  ud  with a  th ree  p art developm ent 
s tra teg y  that included  a  m aior p tanneo  
resort com m unity  a  m ix-use b u sin e ss  
residen tial.industria l d ev e lo p m en t ano 
a  reg ional sho p p in q  com plex.

T oday , Syre s vision s e e m s  c e a r

W e G o  P l a c e s  M o s t  C o m p a n i e s  W o n ’t  G o ...
- i  v, —

Tb D o  Jo b s  T h e y  W o u l d n t Ta c k l l  .
. .r t .<!»1

-

o
We 'vo c leared a ro c k s lld e  from  tho N o rth  Cascades H ighway. And 

saved Labor D a y  w eekend fo r  tou rists ond  merchants.
. «UUJNOMUI 

• IVtlfTT
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We've conquered un fo rg iv in g  conditions to bu ild  road s  and bridges ■ 

In A laska. And b e a tto u g h  logistics to bu ild  the runw ay

f o r a  sou th  sea  Is land a irp o rt. -

We've sea led  waste s ite s and so lved  o th e r env ironm en ta l p rob lem s 

that call fo r u n ique  expe rtise . C reativ ity . Experience.

• POM Hi TOW IMJLMO

2006  N orth  S ta te , Be lling  ham , WA 206 -7 33 *2 060
Swm ConimxWcn No WHMCC lOTtA

m d e e d  T he R eso rt at S em iahm oo  
n e a r  B lam e, witn its Arnold P a .m er 
d e s ig n e d  goil c o u rse  ano  tour-star 
ra te d  inn. h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  ol ihe 
N orthw est s  m ost su c c e ss tu i reso rts : 
th e  Beilis Fair reg ional mail, on 
ln te rs ta te -5  n ea r  dow ntow n Belling­
h a m . ranks in th e  top 10% ol m alls 
nationw ide, with m any  ot its tenan t 
re ta ile rs  th e  lop g ro ssm o  s to re s  in their 
c h a in s : an d  the  6 0 0 -ac re  C o rd a ta  B u s i­
n e s s  Park  a lread y  h a s  a ttrac ted  a  
n u m b er ot m-tior ten an ts .

PORT IN HIGH GEAR
U noer m e leaae rsn m  ct D .rector 

D on  Flem ing, tne  Port ol Beilingnom  
e m b a rk e d  on  an  a g g re ss iv e  u rog ram  
o t its ow n

' In a  way, w e re  at the  ngnt p la c e  
a t  the  ngn t tim e, s a y s  Bonnie 
M cD ace . Port ot B ellingnam  s d irecto i 
c l  m arketing  an o  Dublic affairs. W e 
n a v e  an  increoiDle ad v a n ta g e  d e c a u s e  
of our location .'1

T h e  O cto b er sta rt-up  ol w eekly 
p a s s e n g e r  an o  ca rg o  terry se rv ice  to 
A lask a  s ig n a le d  a  renew al c t long­
s ta n d in g  ties with the  North S tar S ta te . 
T h o u sa n d s  ol so u th e a s te rn  A lask an s 
rely  on  m e sy s tem  to co n n ec t them  
w ith frienas a n a  fam ilies an o  to p rov ide 
a n  eco n o m ic  lifeline tor tn e  sn ip m en t o! 
g ro c e r ie s , building m ateria ls a n o  
vehicles. T h o u sa n a s  m em  visitors u s e  
tn e  terry sy s tem  to tour one  ot the  las t 
u n sp o iled  c o a s ts  c t  North A m erica.

T he p o r ts  foreign trad e  c o n e s  
h a v e  b e c o m e  c a n  ol integrating tne  
local eco n o m y  on  a  global sc a le . KAP 
In ternational will so o n  degm  o p e ra tio n s  
a l  FTZ No. 129 a t th e  3 0 0 -acre  
B ellingham  International A rood  
Industrial Park. KAP will report 
h e lm e ts  an d  c o m p o n en ts  Irom 
p roduction  facilities in C hina tor 
a s se m b ly , w areh o u sin g  an d  d istribu­
tion  trom  Bellingnam  — a c la s s ic  u s e  
o t th e  c o n e s .

V am ato  E ngine  S o ecia lists . m e 
la rg e s t im porter ol u se d  J a p a n e s e  
e n g in e s , is  building a  plant a t lie 
airport FTZ to ex p a n o  its b u s in e ss  into 
tn e  Uniteo S ta te s . Y am ato will im oort 
e n g in e s  into the  co n e , rehabilita te 
th em , an o  sh ip  tn em  to m ark e ts  in 
S o u th e rn  California

S ince  the  s ta rt ol jet se rv ice  in 
O c to b e r 1985. p a s s e n g e r  traffic u sing  
B ellingnam  International Airport h a s  
g row n  ov er 400  p ercen t. In m id -1989. 
A laska  Airlines a n a  United C *oress 
jo in ed  USAir a n a  Horicon Airlines.
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esca la tin g  p a s s e n g e r  a n d  c a rg o  ser 
vice to a  new  level T h e  c lo s e  proximity 
to the  Lower M ainland, e a s e  ol c le a r­
ing U .S. C u s to m s, low park ing  ra tes , 
an d  the  low er U .S . ta re s  h a v e  com pm - 
ed  to a ttrac t th o u sa n d s  ot C a n a d ia n  air 
travellers to th e  rapidly-grow ing airpoil.

Now the  port h o p e s  to en tice  
pocket c ru ise  lines to o p e ra te  out ol 
the  B ellingham  C ru ise  T erm inal, a d d ­
ing a  new  layer ol activity to th e  e c o n o ­
my ol W hatcom  C ounty .

W e knew  w e w e re  in th e  right 
p iace  a t th e  rignt tim e. M cD ade sav s. 
N ew  I think o eo p ie  a re  tmaily s tan m n  

to oeiieve  it.

REAL ESTATE BOOM
Like o th e rs  in th e  com m unity  . 

Scott Lipton, p re s id en t of InterPacitic 
R ealty  G roup, c red its  th e  C a n ad ian  
connec tio n  tor m uch  of th e  a re a  s  cu r­
rent re su rg e n c e : W hen  V ancouver 
received  in ternational a tten tio n  De­
c a u s e  ol the  W orld 's Fair, s o  did next- 
d oor W hatcom  C ounty , w hich  ca m e  
into lo c u s  a s  a  d e s ira b le  p la c e  to live.

•o ex p an d , to grow
Ano to p ro sp e r  W hatcom  C ounty  

n a s  w atcn ed  o n e  rea l e s ta te  d e v e lo p  
m ent a lter a n o th e r  sp ring  up in recen t 
/e a r s .  T he R eso rt a t S e m ia n m o o  w as 
p e rh a p s  th e  lirst v en tu re  to re a liz e  the  
a re a  s po tential. S in c e  th en  th e  county  
n a s  b e c o m e  a  re tirem en t m e c c a . doi- 
s te red  by R a n d  M cNally nom inating  
Bellingham  a s  th e  13th b e s t p la c e  to 
retire in A m erica .'

A Hurry ot co m m ercia l d e v e io o  
m ent o ccu rred  in 1989 with a n o th e r  
-150 000 s o u a re  te e t ne ino  a o a e a  to 
S u n se t Mall, an o  Koil C o s  p la n s  ror i 
pow er mail a t C o ro a ta . •with 3 6 0 ,0 0 0  
o u a re  tee t a n c h o re d  oy C o s tc o  

W holesale  C orp. S la ted  lor th is year 
a  m aior m a n u fa c tu re rs  outlet m an is 
p lan n ed  lor B lam e. A nd a s  m an y  a s  
'  ve golt c o u rse  co m m unities a re  on 
now  on th e  draw ing board .

O n th e  industrial side , th e re  s  the  
p ian n eo  m ajor e x p an s io n  ol lacilities at 
Ihe C herry Fom t Arco R efinery , with an  
5800 million cap ita l e x p en d itu re  over 
tne  next th re e  y e a rs . T he P o d  ol

SuddenValley
&

I n t e r f a c in g

I n t e r P a c if ic  R e a l t y  G r o u p  I n c . 

I n t e r P a c if ic  C o n s u l t in g  G r o u p  I n c, *• , i  * ’  " • •*

J. S co tt L ip to n , P re s id e n t ,

FEATURE PROPERTIES
InterPacific Realty Group offers 

great investment values in 

Bellingham, Whatcom County 

and beyond including commer­

cial, industrial, income proper­

ties, resort/recreational and 

land assemblies.

A APPROVED GOLF COURSE SITE with 2(X) 
condos. 177 acres of prime "Point Roberts" land 
with majordevelopmentpcrmitin place. Also 6(1 
acres PRIME INVESTMENT SITE at strategic 
1-5 interchange in NW Whatcom County. Call 
]. Scott Lipton.

A COMMERCIALSITE— 1.4bacrcswith 1-5front­
age!! Outstanding Hotel site. Currently a mobile 
home park. Walk to Beilis Fair Regional Mall. 
$9.25/sq. ft. Call Cliff Zacharias.



Wlmti oin Inc.

B ellingham  fo re s e e s  a  $ 1 00-m illion 
//a lo rtron t co n v en lio n  no tei com plex  on 
I landlill silo  c re a te d  by th e  d red g in g  ol 

b q u an cu in  H arbor M arina. Tlio p ro p o s ­
e d  silo will include a  3 0 0 -ro o m  hotel, 
conven iio n  laciliuos. pub lic  p ro m e ­
n a d e s , o llice s  a n d  ex c lu s iv e  b o u tiq u es .

As rea l e s ta te  v a lu e s  h a v e  sky- 
ro ck e ied . h o u sin g  h a s  b a c o m e  e x ­
trem ely  tight: the  a r e a  s u tle r s  Irorn le s s  
:han  t ren ta l v a c a n c y  ra le  a n d  ihe 
d e m a n d  lor s ing le  family h o u sin g  h a s  
in c re a se d  dram aiica lly . H o m e s  in now

■ubdivisions a re  b e in g  sn a tc h e d  up 
b e tc re  com bletion  ot c o n s tru c tio n  a s  
ev id en ced  ny rapid  ab so rp tio n  at 
S u d d e n  Valley a  largo  re c re a tio n a l 
com m unity  on  th e  s h o re s  ot L ake 
W hatcom  The n u m b er o l n ew  h o m o s 
b eing  bunt th e re  h a s  q u a d ru p le d  in tne  
p a s t th re e  y e a rs

'h e  mtluenCQ ol C a n a d ia n  invest 
m en t co n tin u es  to b e  significant. W hen  
th e  C a n a d ia n  do llar recen ily  nu a  one- 
re.V nigh. C a n a d ia n  in v e s to rs  b e g a n  to 
.now  u p  m W hatcom  C o u n ty  m force

Contributing to the Growth and Prosperity 
in Whatcom County

As a newcomer to the Pacific Northwest, BP Oil purchased the 
Ferndale Refinery from Mobil Oil in 1988. A major producer 
of Alaska North Slope crude oi1 and a 51% owner of the Trans 
Alaska Pipline, BP Oil mĉ e o move to the Northwest for its 
strategic location and market growth potential.
As the first petroleum refinery in the Stole of Washington,

BP Oil is committed to preserving the Refinery's long history 
of pride and accomplishment by protecting the environment.
In 1990, the Ferndale Refinery achieved six years without a 
water quality violation.
With a workforce of nearly 300 men ond women, BP Oil's 

Ferndale Refinery mokes a significant contribution to the 
economic well-being of the community through locally 
purchased goods, o sizeable payroll, annual propei ty ioxes, 
and community contributions to educational, cultural, civic and 
charitable organizations.
BP Oil is proud to be a member of this growing community!

reportedly  .1 rom p,-unpin ncrt) ol land 
.vmcb itfift tor 55,000 »< W hatcom  
bounty g o e s  lor up  to 525 .000  id 
British C olum bia Willi ovui 13 million 
rwopiu cro ss in g  tho bordor e a c h  way 
:-or y ea r. Lipton sa y s , it s  not tia ra  to 
tie th e s e  p rices so m e d a y  equa lis in g  

( ol C a n a d a  is only o n e  ot th e  
■■■vestment to rco s sh a p in g  W hatcom  
C ounty 'w o  y e a rs  a g o  wnu-> th e  
, rom m 'it boom  b e g a n , -.ays l ipton 
ste iP ac itic  R ealty  w an working v/ith 

■westers orim anly horn  C alifornia, 
in tish  Coiurnnin an d  S e a ttle  Now tnnv 

a n o  'rom  an over m e  worm

RETAIL DEVELOPMENT
Led o /  tn e  Bollis Fair, with nearly  

' million sq u a re  te e t tuily le a s e d , retail 
.a ie s  in W hatcom  C ounty  h a v e  b e e n  
o n e  ol Ihe m am  e n g in e s  ol the  reg ion  s 
recen t econom ic  grow th

W hen I c a m e  to B ellingnam  in 
‘ 985. retail w a s  very so tt. s a y s  Beilis 
Fair G en era l M an ag er G ary  S h im ad a . 
Th e re  w as a  lot ol r e s is ta n c e  in th e  

retail c c  imumty ag a in s t any  c h a n g e  
that would alfec t th e  s ta tu s  q u o . '

Then th ings b e g a n  to c h a n q e .
F 'o m  1985 throuqh 1988. tax ab le  retail 
s a le s  grew  a t m ore th an  8'’/= annually  
Prelim inary o a ia  lor 1989 in d ica te s  that 
-he  ra te  ol grow th will h a v e  in c re a se d  

a n  ev en  g re a te r  ra te  
With a sa ie s -a o lla r-p e r-sa u a re -  

;so t a v e ra g e  s u ro a s s e o  only Dy that cr 
B ellevue S a u a re  Mall (S300 Der s a u a re  
‘co t v s. B ellevue S q u a re  s  S350). Beilis 
-a ir . w hicn o o e n e d  in A ugust 1988. 
h a s  dram atically  in c re a se d  th e  n u m b er 
of retail dollars m oving th rough  W h a t­
com  C ounty.

A ccording to S h im ad a  th e re  a re  
se v e ra l facto rs that acco u n t lor this 
growth First, tn e  underly ing  c a u s e s .
-o r  c n e . tne  U .S. h a s  en ioyed  s u s ­
ta ined  econom ic  ex p an s io n  tor ov er a  
c e c a d e : that n a s  to s te re d  an  in c re a s e  
n d isp o sab le  inco m es. A nother is ihe  

‘act that be ilm gham  h a s  e m e rg e d  a s  a  
transporta tion  an o  com m ercia l h u b  ai 
" e  c e n te r  ot a  5 o million population  

b a se  within 1 5 hou rs drive tim e 
The B nnsh C olum bia eco n o m y , 

with its S66 Dillicn ol p e rso n a l incom e, 
n a s  a  m ajor im pact on  the- reg ion : a  t°o  
in c rease  in p e rso n a l incom e in British 
C olum bia will tra n s la te  into an  in c re a se  
at S 726 .000  of tax ab le  retail s a le s  in 
W hatcom  C ounty. Equally im portan t is 
tne influence ol e x c h a n g e  ra te s . T he 
C en te r tor E conom ic a n d  Bu' n e s s  
R e se a rc h  at W es te rn  s  C o llege  ol



A M E R I C A ' S ^  F r o n t  D o o i  
i s  O p e n  l o r  B u s i n e s s

B e llin g h a m  In t e rn a t io n a l A u~port
Low U.S. airfares can save you hundreds ot dollars on ail your business and pleasure travel. But that's only one reason to use our modern, convenient airport, We re just minutes from the border and the Lower Mainland," with lots ot parking at minimum rates. 
We have air cargo and U.S. Customs Service, plus direct flights to major West Coast cities. And we have acres ol industrial park land adjacent to the airfield. Bellingham International is full of potential for void

B e llin g h a m  C m is e  T e rm in a l
As the new southern terminus for the Alaska Marine Highway System. Bellingham is now a true gateway to the rich Alaskan marketplace. Passengers and cargo now arrive and depart from the most unique cruise terminal on the West Coast. So we are in the ideal location to help you expand your role in Alaskan/Canadian 
trade. Bellingham Cruise Terminal represents other opportunities, too, including the booming pocket cruise industry.

W h a tc o m  In t e rn a t io n a l S h ip p in g  T e im in a l
Break bulk cargo is our specialty. Our efficient team of longshoremen worked in partnership with industry handling cargo like aluminum, logs, pulp, pitch and lumber to make 1989 a record year. Over 59 million board feet of dimension lumber was barged to Southern California.

Please contact us for more information about these and other opportunties at The Port of Bellingham, ‘America s new front door.

P O R T F  B E L L I N G H A M

DONALD C FLEMING Executive Director I DOUGLAS JONES. Director o/ Prcremcs and Development 
ROBERT F. HILPERT. Director ot Trade Develooment i BONNIE GRAHAM MCDADE Director ot Martietme ami Public Attain

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
625 Cornwall Avenue t Bellini«tiam. Washington 98227 I Telephone |206l 676-2500 t FAX 671 hull
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liu sm iias a n a  E co n o m ics e s t im a te s  a  
I ■, c n a n g e  in th e  v a lu e  ot th e  C .m a ­
in, in denar le a d s  to a  S5 million c h a n g e  
m retail s a le s  in W hatcom  C ounty

B eyond th e s e  b a s ic  fac to rs . 
S h im ad a  oom ts to a  n u m b er ot th ings 
m at vail m lluence  th e  a r e a s  retail tra d e  
at th e  corning y e a rs . A m ong them , the  
U .S .-C an ad a  F re e  T rade A g reem en t 
which v/hi ultim ately elim inate  all d u tie s  
on  p ro o cc ts  ca rried  to or Irom  th e  U S 
■uto C a n a d a . C a n a a a  s  im position  ot a  
>3% to 9'--. va lu e  a d d ed "  tax o n  all pro 
duct a n a  se rv ices  a s  ol Ja n . 1 ” J91 
.vmcn win maKe retail p ro d u c ts  ev en  
m ore e« o en siv e  m C a n a d a ; th e  ex o a n  
a o n  ot Bemrtgnam  In ternational Air­
port. which will o p e n  up  new  m arn e ls . 
especially  m C a n a d a  an d  AlasKa: an o  
s te a d y  g 'ov/lh  ol the  S e a ttle  E verett 
m etropie*. winch will inevitably drive 
m ore sn o o p e rs  to B ellingham

TOURISM
With Expo 86 . Ihe arrival ol the  

A laska Ferry an d  con tinual m ed ia  c o v ­
e ra g e  ol the  region  s  u n sp o iled  en v i­

ronm en t. W hatcom  c o u n ty  tourism  n .is 
b e c o m e  a  tnnving industry For officials 
like Priscilla S ab in . d irecto r ot th e  B ell­
ingham  an o  W hatcom  C ounty  Visitors 
an d  C onven tion  B ureau . The b ig g est 
p rob lem  w e h a v e  is tigurmg out how  to 
d e sc rib e  the  incrediDle array  ot 
v acation  o p tions

For v a c a tio n e rs  nearly  every  lotm  
ol o u tdoor recrea tio n  is availab le  
G o ite rs  h a v e  a  cn o ice  ot lour PGA 
c o u rse s , the  a re a  ran x s 2bth am ong  
300  lo ca les  nationw ide *or a c c e s s  to 
goll iccorom n to tn e  N ational Goil 
F o undation  Both S u n d en  Valley an d  
.em ian m o o  o tter o a u k ag e  o e a is  

i le a th e r  M ead o w s n es tle d  b e tw een  
Mt. Baker a n d  Ml S h u k sa n . o tte rs  the  
lo n g e s t ski s e a s o n  in the  N orthw est, 
witn c ro ss  coun try , dow n hill skiing a n a  
snow o o ard m g  Irom m id-N ovem ber 
until April. B a ck ro aa s  sc e n e ry  prov ides 
m ites or sa lis lac tio n  lor picyclists. 
O ther visitors satisfy  their w an d erlu st 
by exploring th e  m any  art ga lleries, 
b a k e rie s , m u se u m s in 'e rp re tive  
c e n te r s ,  an tiq u e  sh o p s  a n a  p a rk s

S idew alk  c a te s  a n a  e s p re s so  o a rs  
p rov ide a  co rw ortao ie  am D ience lor 
u m a n  exp lo re rs .

S ab in . a n o  o th e rs  in W hatcom  
C ounty  s  travel industry, a re  p le a se d  
with th e  grow th ot tourism  a n a  its p o s ­
itive in fluence  on  the  econom y As well 
they  sh o u ld  bo Five y e a rs  ag o  m oat 
trav e le rs  s to p p e d  i. r a  tank  o! g a s  an d  
d ro v e  on  L ast year. W hatcom  C ounty 
h o s te d  a n  e s tim a ted  2 50 .000  visitors, 

But today not all v isitors to the  
.o u n ty  a re  looking lor recrea tional 
p u rsu its . S o m e  a re  on tneir w ay to m e 
C ru ise  Term inal lo ea ten  tne  A laska 
Ferry ; o th e rs  a re  exploring tn e  county  
to lo c a te  an  exonnom g b u s in e ss : wnile 
o th e rs  a r e  attend ing  a  co n feren ce , or 
w orking out im o o g 'ex p o it a e a ts  with 
Pacific Fnm cu s to m e rs .

A nd in a  w ay all ot them  a re  
investing  in tn e  tu ture ot tins prom ising 
n e w ” c o rn e r  o t W ashington s ta te

This rep o rt w as owparca ay 
McDade & Co tor Washington CEO

THE MU Li AT GROUP IS COMMITTED TO 
WHATCOM, SKAGIT AND ISLAND COUNTY

by providing Leadership, Professionalism and unprecedented 
Real Estate service to you!

"The Muljal Group is dedicated in providing 
experienced professional Real Estate service. 
Our goal is your real estate satisfaction." 

Frank Muljat, Jr. ■ Broker

RESIDENTIAL • INCOME/COMMERCIAL •  BUILDING LOTS •  NEW SUB DIVISIONS 
FULL TiME CORPORATE RELOCATION o RECREATIONAL PROPERTIES

l i n iM l l f Y K fMLS
•TMIm RELO T h e  M u l j a t  G r o u p

The Muljat Group has the highest 
Real Estate closed volume per agent 
in Whatcom County.

Real Estate is our Career...Professionalism is our business. 

510 Lakeway Drive Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone (206) 733-3030 FAX (206) 671-4124




