


A L A S K A  PUBLIC U T I L I T I E S  C O M M I S S I O N  

C O M MENTS O N  HB 510 

FE B R U A R Y  26, 1990

The C o m m i s s i o n  does not have a p o s i t i o n  on the policy 

of w h e t h e r  or not r a i l roads shoul d be regulated.

The C o m m i s s i o n  recog n i z e s  and is quite familiar w i t h  

the p r o v i s i o n s  p r o p o s e d  in H B  510 since they closely parallel 

those of AS 42.06 (the P i p eline Act). T h e  Commission, however, 

is u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  r a i l roads and has h a d  in sufficient time to 

r e s e a r c h  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  same p r o v i s i o n s  are logical and 

a p p r o p r i a t e  to r e g ula te railroads. If t h e  Legisla ture desires, 

the C o m m i s s i o n  will obtain the n e c e s s a r y  expert ise to identify 

and e v a l u a t e  the r e g u l a t o r y  m e c h a n i c s  t h a t  are applicable to 

railroads.

Th e  Co mmis s i o n  also requests t h a t  the Legislat ure allow 

the p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a fiscal note  to b e  d e f e r r e d  since the 

' C o m m i s s i o n  does not h a v e  suffi c i e n t  inform a t i o n  at this t i m e  to 

m a k e  a r e a s o n a b l y  a c c urate  estimate. B e cause of the need to 

de velop t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e rti se and to d e v e l o p  th e regulations 

p r o p o s e d  in the legislation, t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  anticipates that 

there w o u l d  b e  co nsid e r a b l e  "start up" costs during the first two 

years a f t e r  such l e g i s l a t i o n  is enacted.
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