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g > t a t e  i C c g t s f l a t u r e

SENATOR 
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI 
Senate President Pro Tempore 

Chairman, Senate Rules Committee

Senate

2957 SHELDON JACKSON STREET ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508
While In Juntiur.o. dox vJUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 (907) 463-3818

MEMORANDUM April 24, 1990

TO: Representative Red Boucher
FROM: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
RE Senate Bill 59

I appreciate your scheduling of SB 59 for May 1st in the House State Affairs Committee.
It as been conclusively demonstrated that seatbelt use results in a savings of both lives and money. Study after study shows that persons injured in automobile accidents have less severe injuries and spend far less on health care if they were using a seatbelt at the time of the accident. It has been estimated that on a national basis, each 10 percent increase in safety-belt use results in 30,000 fewer serious and moderate injuries and a savings of $800 million in direct costs to society.
Alaskans can be healthier and safer if strongly encouraged to use safety devices in motor vehicles. This proposed law is designed to encourage compliance by rather than punishment for those who don't wear safety belts. That is the reason behind making non-compliance a



Attached are a number of editorials from newspapers statewide encouraging us to pass this legislation. In addition, I have attached a sectional analysis, extracts of studies, and statistical information about accident and compliance rates.
The fiscal notes received for this bill are zero.
Please call me or Melissa Fouse of my staff at 3818 if you have any questions.

s e c o n d a r y  o f fen se .
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S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  
C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 9  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )  a m

2 6  A p r i l  1 9 9 0

S E C T I O N  O N E :

R e p e a l s  &  r e e n a c t s  A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 5 ,  a d d i n g  a  n e w  (a) r e q u i r i n g  a  p e r s o n  
1 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r  t o  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  b y  a  s a f e t y  b e l t  i n  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i f  
e i t h e r  a  p a s s e n g e r  o r  t h e  d r i v e r .

S u b s e c t i o n  (b) i s  c u r r e n t  l a n g u a g e  o f  p r i o r  (a) w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
l i n e  2 2 ,  a f t e r  " is"  [ B E T W E E N  F O U R  A N D  SIX ] i s  d e l e t e d  a n d  " is  f o u r  b u t  n o t  
y e t  1 6 "  i s  a d d e d .

S u b s e c t i o n  (c) i s  c u r r e n t  (b), e x c e p t  t h a t

(1) s c h o o l b u s e s  t h a t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  h a v e  s e a t b e l t s  a r e  n o t  e x e m p t e d .

(2) n e w  e x c e p t i o n  f o r  m a i l  o r  n e w s p a p e r  c a r r i e r s .

(3) " c h i l d "  i s  c h a n g e d  t o  " p e r s o n " .  S e c t i o n  i s  o l d  (2).

(4) " c h i l d  i s  c h a n g e d  t o  p e r s o n "  a n d  " o r  (b)" i s  a d d e d  a f t e r  (a). 
S e c t i o n  i s  o l d  (3).

C u r r e n t  (4) i s  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h e  b i l l  r e m o v e s  t h a t
e x e m p t i o n .

S u b s e c t i o n  (d) i s  t h e  o ld  s u b s e c t i o n  (c).

S u b s e c t i o n  (e) i s  n e w .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  
m a y  n o t  s t o p  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  o r  d r i v e  i s  
w e a r i n g  a , s a f e t y  d e v ic e ,  n o r  m a y  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  i s s u e  a  c i t a t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  
p e a c e  o f f i c e r  h a s  s t o p p e d  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n .  T h i s  
s e c t i o n  m a k e s  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  a  s e c o n d a r y  o f f e n s e .

S E C T I O N  2 :

T h i s  i s  a  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e s  - " c h i ld "  i s  c h a n g e d  t o  " p e r s o n "  a n d  " s a f e t y  
b e l t "  i s  a d d e d .

S E C T I O N  3 :

S u b s e c t i o n  (a) a l l o w s  t h e  c o u r t  to  f i n e  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  n o t  w e a r i n g  a  
s a f e t y  b e l t  i n  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o r  w h o  r e m o v e s  a  s a f e t y  b e l t  f r o m  a  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  s o  a s  t o  b e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  w e a r  a  s a f e t y  b e l t .



T h e  $ 1 5  m a y  b e  w a i v e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  if  $ 1 5  i s  d o n a t e d  to  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d .

S u b s e c t i o n  (b) a d d s  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a  
c h i l d  b e  i n  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  t h a t  w a s  d e l e t e d  f r o m  s u b s e c t i o n  (a). T h e  
s t a t e  a f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  a d d e d  l a n g u a g e  l i m i t i n g  t h e  f in e  fo r  t h i s  
i n f r a c t i o n  t o  $ 5 0 .

S E C T I O N  4 :

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d i r e c t s  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  t o  a d o p t  a  m a i l - i n  b a i l  
p r o c e d u r e  f o r  p a y m e n t s  o f  f i n e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e .
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" S A F E T Y  B E L T  U S E "  S U P P O R T  O R G A N I Z A T I O N SAi'kIL 20. 1M0
The list of organizational supportcontinues to grow!!Here Is an updated listing of allresolution support groups and those Issuing letters of support for thepassage of a safety belt use law(SB.59) jn Alaska:
3M A L A S K A  A IK  CAkk l J i k b  ASSOC IAT ION
AAA ALASKA
A C lA lR t REnn, md 
ADVISORY BOARD ON DRUG ABUSE 
AN ACAD;MY OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS 
AT. CH. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SAFETY FnCiNfERS 
a k  c h ie fs  o f  p o l ic e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
AK c o u n c i l  on  p r e v e n t i o n  OF DRUG i. ALCOHOL 

ABUSE, INC,
AK DENTAL SOCIETY
ak s a f e t y  a d v is o r y  counc il
AT. HEALTH EDUCATION CONSORTIUM
AK LUNG ASSOCIATION
AK NURSES ASSOCIATION
AK PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
AK REGIONAL EMS COORDINATORS
AN STATE FIREFIGHTERS a SSOC/PORT Of VALDEZ CH
AK STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
AK STATE MEDICAL ASSOC. AUXILIARY
AK TREATMENT CENTER
ALPINE ASSOCIATES
ANCHORAGE GYMNASTICS
ANCHORAGE MEDICAL SURGICAL ClINlC
ANCHORAGE OBSTETRICS ?. GYNECOLOGY
ANCHORAGE SAND & GRAVEL
a QCO a l a s k a / s a f e t y  D iv is io n
AVIS RENT-A-CAR
8 tr C SUPPLY
BLUE CROSS OF WASHINGTON & ALASKA 
CHEVRON USA ,
CHUCK E. CHEESE,INC.
Cl inton  l il l ib r id GE. md 
CONSOLIDATED FREIGHTWAYS 
CORPOON Ex BLACK, INC 
DAWSON SUBARU 
DECLAN NOLAN. MD
DENALI TRANSPORTATION dba PACIFIC MOVERS 
EASTWIND, INC
ELIZABETH DESCHWfINlTZ, MD
ERNEST MEiNMARDT, MD

FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY ASSOCIATES
federal  Sa fe ty  & health  council 
FIRESTONE STORES 
GEORGE STRANSKY, MD 
GOODYEAR TIRE S- RUBBER CO 
HAROLDS RENT-A-TRUCK 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION CF ALASKA 
HEALTH CARE C UAL IT ION OF ALASKA 
HEDLAND, FLEISCHER, FRIEDMAN. BPENN V COCKE

HIGHWAY USfRS FEDFRATlON OF ALASKA
HUMANA H.OSPIIAL/EXECU^IVE COMMITTEE
JACKOVlCH INDUSTRIAL t, CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY
JAMES BERTELSON, MD
JEFF BRAND, MD
JOHN FROST, MD
JOHN SMITH, MD
JON LYON, I1D
JOY-ROSSTON ZIMMERMAN, RNC, .ANP 
JUNEAU RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
JUNIOR TOWNE

KENNETH BEHYMER, MD 
KODIAK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
KODIAK CRIMESTOPPPEPS, INC.
MADO/ANCHORAGE Ex JUNEAU CHAPTERS 
MAMMOTH OF ALASKA 
MARK ZIMMERMAN, I1D, FACOG 
MORRlSON-KNUDSEN CO

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMS DIRECTORS 
NATIONAL CAR RENTAL 
NATIONAL HEAD INJURY FOUNDATION 
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES 
NELL LOFTIN. MD
NORTHSTAR COUNCIL ON AGING, INC.
PATRICK BRADY, MD
PEP.ATROVICH, NOTTINGHAM & DRAGE, INC. 
PHYLLIS KIEHL, I'lD 
PIONEER HONDA 
POOL ARCTIC. INC.
REVIEW BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM 
ROTARY CLUB OF KODIAK 
ROY E BENWARD, MD 
SAM DEPALATIS, MD 
SEA-LAND SERVICE, INC.
SHEPMAN BEACHAM, MD 
SHEARSON LEHMAN HUTTON/ALASKA

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON EMS 
STEPHEN KULIN, MD 
1 HE FAMILY PRACTICE ASSOCIATION 
TRYON WEILAND, MD
nibJi D O W m  IJMDEfl. INC.  h A i R B A N K S
WILLIAM FITTS, MD 
WILLIAM BROWNER. MD 
WILSYK ALASKA, INC. 
bfclhhl. C A B L l i V l S l O N  O F  BbilifciL

E D I T O R IA L  S U P P O R T :  
A NCHORAGE  D A I L Y  NEWS 
ANCHORAGE  T IM ES  
F R O N T IE R S M A N  
V A L L E Y  SUN  
J U N E A U  EM P IRE  
F A I R B A N K S  D A I L Y  NEWS MINER



AMERICAN COALITION TOR TRAFFIC SAFETY, INC
8 0 8 17th Street. N W. Suite 2 6 0  
WoshirigtoaDC 2 0 0 0 6
( 2 0 2 ) 8 5 7 - 0 0 0 2  F O R  Y O U R  IN F O R M A T IO N

PHILIP W.HASELtlNE 
txocyhve Director
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/SAFETY BELTS CAN GAVE LIVES AND MONEY
HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

or Mimicait 
r n  t h i  m o o se  or i t Z P H ra r r rT A T iiT S  

Wednesday, April 4,1990
Mr. DiNGELL Mr. Spookw, I too today to 

make my colleagues «war« of ■ recent an­
nouncement by tho American Coal.ion for 
Traffic Saloiy (AC1SJ that reports on an Im­
portant dovolopment on our Nation * highway 
system: the tost half of the I960'* was (tie 
safest period on America’s roads smce the 
early 1960's. FurtJier—and porhapa more Im­
portant—the mileage docth rate, (tie Key ba­
rometer of safety progress, reached en ail- 
tne  low of 2.2 fatalities per 100 million miles 
cl vehiclo tiarel tn 1069, according to the Na­
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
[NHTSA].

There ero many reasons tor this pro^as*. 
,bwt an important (actor has to be tho dramatic 
Increase tn safety belt vse which was 
achieved In the mid to lata 1980'$ through the 
enactment of Stale aafoty bolt use laws and 
other ACtTvraes to promote safety belt use.

b  fact, NHTSA reports that from 1903 to 
1968, an estimated 15,500 Kves were aaved 
by safety belts, with 10,500 of these due to 
boli use laws.

This la true progress, but more can and 
must be done to bong about greater use of 
safety bolts so that highway fatalities can con­
tinue to bo controlled, in this roga/d, I am 
pleased to soe that a major campaign has 
been announced In my State of Michigan to 
encourage tho business community to imple­
ment 8atoty boh use programs for employee*.

The business community has an Important 
toil aomelimes unrecogniied vested Interest in 
Increasing aatety bah use. The Michigan Coa- 
Itbon tor Satoty Gefl Usa po:ms out that auto­
mobile crashes ero tho leading cause of 
workor eb'.enteeism and the No 1 cause ol 
on-the-job fetfliioes. end tnoy eiso ccst em- 
pioyors nationwide jt  0 onfion per year

To gonorato more aupport for boh use pro- 
mo Don in tho businoss community to Michi­
gan. the coalition te sponsoring workshops 
throughout the State In May and June. Gov. 
James Blanchard Is the honorary chairman of 
tft* project Secretary of S4*i* fiichaid Austin, 
a long-time safety belt use advocate, te me 
chairman Keynote speaker* at the workshops 
include tabor and business leaders 

Mr. Speaker. I am most hopeful that this 
Michigan project will produce results In torms 
of Increasing aalety belt uae and roducing traf­
fic fatalities and Injuries Tho ACTS announce­
ment ahows the gam* that have bean made, 
but we need to do more, and the Michigan 
projoct Is an example o l tho kind o l work that 
can bo done, t attach the following statistics 
for m« benefit of my colleagues:
(Compiled by the Michigan C’-onlllioiJ lo r  

Epfi-ly B e ll Use)
I . T ra ffic  errsi a rank as llm  number one 

k l l l r r  o f Americans ages 1-44
3. The probability ot being Involved tn a 

motor vehicle In jury cnuh during a IS  year 
lifetime la higher than 88 percent,

S. For every do lla r Invested to encourage 
people to buckJe up, there is a projected 
return o l $105.0? Lit economic savings This 
return is more than can be gained be any 
o ther beLl'Jb-risk-lector Intervention, such 
m meourxgtng people not to aiiiukt.

4. C irrrenily, 4S.8 percent o f front sent oc­
cupants In Michigan use their safety belts

5. In  Michigan, more Ilian  (ISO m illion Ls 
trpent each year on medical costs due to the 
nonuse o f safety belts.

8. An average of four people die on M ichi­
gan roadways each day due to auto crtvshrs. 
while over 400 more are Injured.

T.Nonuse o f satrty belts resulted In 54rt 
premature deatlu ami the loss o f n .336 
yean o f productive so r t in g  life In M iclutan 
during 1983.

8. In  1WJ8. Michigan Sverarcd 1.133 traftie 
crashes each day Moie than 155.000 per­
sons acre in jured, crippled, or nuimed. and 
1,304 people were killed In 1.622 fa ia l crash- 
c*.9. Auto crashes arc the leading cause of 
worker absentee lirn.

10.'Auto cnxhc* cost the ave-mre employ­
er bvarjy $120,000 per employee de iih .

U . Serious in juries caused by auto crxshec 
rexult In averrige intdlc-al payoen ls uf 
$208,400

12. M o re  em p loye rs a re  U iju red or k illed  
on  the roRd than tn the plant

A
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SOURCE: Alaska Treatment Center

A 2 7  y e a r  o ld  w o m a n  w h o  chose to  n o t  w e a r  h e r  s a f e t y  b e l t ,  s u s ta in e d  

a t r a u m a t i c  h e a d  i n j u r y  a n d  m u l t i p l e  in j u r ie s  in  A u g u s t .  1 9 8 5 .

H e r  h u s b a n d ,  a lso  n o t  w e a r i n g  a s a f e t y  b e l t ,  w a s  k i l l e d  in  th e  
a c c id e n t .

S h e  h as  2  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  a n d  is w i t h o u t  f a m i l y  s u p p o r t .

T h e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  p r o v id e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 9 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  

i n p a t i e n t  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  th is  c l ie n t .

O u t p a t i e n t  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  o v e r  a 1 3 - m o n t h  p e r io d  cost  
th e  S ta te  a n o t h e r  $ 5  1 , 7 1 0 .

In  a d d i t io n  to  S ta te  f u n d e d  m e d ic a l  c a re ,  th is  c l i e n t  a n d  h e r  c h i ld r e n  

a lso  r e c e iv e  s e rv ic e s  f r o m  o t h e r  S ta te  f u n d e d  a g e n c ie s , such  as th e  

H o m e m a k e r  P r o g r a m ,  D a y c a r e  P r o g r a m s ,  A i d  t o  F a m i l i e s  w i t h  

D e p e n d e n t  C h i l d r e n ,  F o o d  S t a m p s  a n d  C h i l d  P r o t e c t i v e  

S e r v i c e s .

H e r  p ro g n o s is  fo r  r e t u r n i n g  to  w o r k  is e x t r e m e l y  p o o r.

S h e  p la n s  o n  r e m a in in g  in  t h e  S t a t e  of A la sk a  a n d  will 
c o n t i n u e  to  r e q u i r e  S t a t e  f u n d in g .



**** w ww ty itiAtj

WEflllSILATIWE iPiATI ApiD M o  DDii

2 0 1  O U T  O F  2 3 1  A L A S K A N S  K I L L E D  IN  M O T O R  
V E H I C L E  A C C I D E N T S  W E R E  IN  1 9 8 5 ,  1 9 8 6  &  

1 9 8 7  W E R E  N O T  B U C K L E D  U P .

■Statistics from safety experts show that half of these deaths would have been avoided if Alaska had a safety belt use law in place.(National Highways Users Federation, 1987

■TWO MORE STATES PASS SAFETY BELT USE LAWS!
%

/The 32nd state to pass a safety belt use law was Wyoming in March.
/North Dakota became the 33rd state when their safety bell bill was signed into law on April 1 1, 1989.



V

C
cr ra o co oo c o < m

. ID.

o > o o o O o £7) >

o _L
to o

o
cn o _i

cn O _L_
O

11
/87

 O
ffic

e o
f T

raf
fic

 Sa
fet

y

6/8
8 C

olo
raa

o H
igh

wa
y D

ep
art

me
nt

12
/87

 O
ffic

e o
f H

igh
wa

y S
afe

ty
8/8

8 O
eo

art
me

nt 
of 

Pu
bli

c S
afe

ty
(U

rba
n)

11
/86

 N
HT

SA
/N

CC
S3

U

1/8
8 F

L D
OT

s
10

/88
 G

eo
rgi

a A
AA

 M
oto

r C
lub

6/8
8 U

niv
ers

ity
 of

 H
aw

aii

O
 

3/8
8 I

D 
DO

T

/N CO

6/8
7 I

L D
OT

 
(U

rba
n)

tVlWY
)  ̂

 
—

8/8
7 P

urd
ue

 U
. / 

Ind
ian

a U
.

9/8
8 I

A 
D6

T

9/8
7 K

S 
DO

T

12
/87

 LA
 H

igh
wa

y 
Sa

fet
y C

om
mi

ssi
on

(H
W

Y)

5/8
8 M

D 
Sta

te 
Po

lic
e

7/8
8 U

MT
RI

-SZ
SS 

Ml 
Sla

te 
Pol

ice
(H

WY
)

8/8
8 W

es
tat

 / D
eo

t. o
f P

ub
lic

 Sa
fet

y

CD 
tO

o
 

o
_l_

_
1_

o a
COMPLIANCE RATES IN POST-LAW STATES



• I c

CO CD 03 O CO •O o* CO 03 7T ZJ CO o o o c

o i
N3

 
03

O 
O 

O
J--

----
----

----
-1-

----
----

----
---L

7/8
7 M

O 
Hi

gh
wa

y P
atr

ol 
(R

ur
al 

Hw
y)

10
/88

 H
ign

wa
y T

raf
fic

 Sa
lar

y 
(U

rb
an

) 
±

Qiv
isio

r, _
___

___
___

___
___

___
___

_

Z
 

8/8
7 D

MV

o T
n "O > < > £ >

2/8
8 N

M 
Tr

aff
ic 

Sa
lar

y B
ure

au

10
/87

 G
ov

ern
or’

s T
raf

fic
 Sa

fet
y C

om
mi

tte
e

1/8
8 D

MV

z o
1/8

8 U
NC

 H
igh

wa
y R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
ter

O z
11

/88
 O

hio
 D

ep
t, o

f H
wy

 Sa
fet

y

4/8
8 U

niv
. o

f 
(R

ur
al)

*- 
 

Ok
lah

om
a 

£
(U

rb
an

)"}

7/8
7 P

A 
DO

T

6/8
8 U

. o
f T

N 
Tr

an
sp

ort
ati

on
 C

en
ter

 
©

X
 

6/8
8 T

ex
as

 Sa
fet

y A
sso

cia
tio

n

3/8
8 D

ep
an

me
nt 

of 
Pu

bli
c S

afe
ty

7/8
8 V

A 
DO

T

10
/87

 N
HT

SA
(U

rba
n)

5/8
8 W

l D
OT

Ol O ___
L_

03 0  
1_

■Nj o -h
CD o _

to o
o o

(H
WY

)

u 03 CQ C
D ro

O O T! O m 33 > ■
H m co u O co —i r~ > co H > H m co

OPS ‘i

.1 I i ■
V:

A



I • '' *

FACT SHEET:
C UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

a—— —n     i iw h b m w w m — w b w c .

’’Effects Of Mandatory Safety Belt Use On Hospital Admissions” 
August 1988

This study assessed the effects of Michigan's safety-belt-use law on more than 8,000 

motor-vehicle injuries which resulted in hospitalizations at 14 area hospitals.

It was conducted by the University of Michigan School of Public Health from data collected 

through the Michigan Inpatient Database from January 1980 through October 1986. Major 

findings of this study include:

• The Michigan safety-belt-use law passed in July 1985 has resulted in a 

19-percent reduction in hospitalizations due to automobile accidents.

• There were 20 percent fewer injuries to body extremities following the passage 

of Michigan’s belt-use law.

• Hospitalizations lasting more than one week decreased nearly 25 percent after 

the law went into effect.

• After the state safety-belt-use law went into effect, minorities experienced 22 

% percent fewer injuries.

• A 32-percent decline in injuries occurred among patients using public-health 

insurance after passage of the state law.

• With regard to the contention that safety belts may cause injuries, researchers 

concluded "the benefits of restraints far exceed the risks associated with them."

C



April 27, 1990

Honorable H.A. 'Red' Boucher 
House of Representatives 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Repres sr

The so called "Seat Belt Bill", SB .'9, will be heard in the State Affairs 
Committee on Tuesday, May 1, 1990. The EMS services in Alaska have been 
pleading with the Legislature for the passage of this bill for 4 years now. 
The reason, of course, is that we have seen first hand the benefits of safety 
belts. We are also selfish, not because we want the $15.00 fine, but because 
we do not like having to take care of mangled human bodies nor do we get used 
to seeing death.

We urge you to please pass the bill as adopted by the Senate.

Please call me a 562-6449 if you have any questions or concerns about the 
bill.

Sincerely, !
\  • •

JJJ1II o u u t t  *
Secretary

_ P.S. My father and mother in California used to refuse to
wear their safety belts. When California passed their 

■ " L  ’ law my parents started wearing them "because it is the
I j l i B  law." Today, they say they wouldn't start the car

without them regardless of the law. The same thing 
i will happen i-n Alaska.

Re: SB 59

E M S
A n  A la s k a n  t ra d i t io n :  
N e ig h b o r  h e lp i n g  n e ig h b o r
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Seat-frdt legislation i n n s :  n o t  d i e  this y e a r

T he a rg u m e n ts  and  c o u n te r -a rg u m e n ts  a re  m o ld y  
T he  d e b a te  is scale. V i r tu a l ly  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  c a n  he 
sa id  a b o u t  a m a n d a t o r y  sea t-b e l t  law  has  beer, 
u t te r e d .  I t 's  t im e  fo r  l a w m a k e r s  to  v o te  — a n d  to  pass  
? m a n d a to ry  s e a t -b e l t  b ill .

i h e  s ta t i s t ic s  d o n ' t  lie: s e a t  b e l ts  s a v e  l ives  T h e  35 
s ta t e s  \and  the  D is t r ic t  of C o lu m b ia )  t h a t  h a v e  
a p p ro v e d  s a f e ty  b e l t  le g is la t io n  h a v e  a d e c re a se  in 
d e a th s  an d  in ju r ie s .  S en t-be l i  law s a lso  a r e  red u c in g  
th e  m ed ica l ,  legal, a n d  o th e r  costs  a s so c ia te d  w i th  
m o to r  acc iden ts .

T he  p ro p o se d  A la s k a  se a t-b e l t  law  i s n ’t o n e ro u s  o r  
i n t r u s i v e .  L a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  i s s u e  
c i t a t io n s  o n ly  if  th e y  s to p  a m o to r is t  fo r  a n o th e r  
o f fe n se .  The p ro p o s e d  f ine  o f  «15 b a re ly  q u a l i f ie s  as  a 
s la p  on th e  w r i s t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  th is  leg is la t io n  
e s ta b l is h e s  -e « :  b e l t  u s e  as  a s t a t e  s ta n d a rd ,  an  
o f f ic ia l  e x p e c ta t io n ,  w h ic h  is im p o r ta n t .

P eop le  b u c k le  up  w h e n  rem in d e d  t h a t  the  l a '1' 
i e q u : r e s  it. A n d  p e o p le  w h o  b u c k le  u p  l iv e  tc  d r iv e  
a g a in  a n o th e r  d ay .
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A  f e w  m i n u t e s  

t o  s a v e  l i v e s

I n the rush to adjournment, important bills are 
always left in the dust. Maybe, just maybe, the 
safety bill bill won’t be one of them this year. 

The bill, which the House passed earlier this th e ' 
session, has been languishing the Senate ever since. 
Why has been more a matter of politics than anything 
else.

Legislators could not come up with a better, simpler, 
or less expensive bill if they tried. As written, the 
safety belt bill says that Alaskans must wear their '' . 
safety belts when in a car. If they are stopped by a 
police officer for another reason and are not wearing 
their safety belt, then _____________  .

■ W a t t S ? * *  IS S U E : Safety :
Ths1metikftrAo0re‘ad belt bill remains in •
a  lot o f philosophical s tu f f  s ta te  Senate
into th is  bill. T hey  t a l k -----------------------------------------
about their individual rights to bounce themselves and 
their kids all over the road if they get into a car wreck. 

This bill doesn’t aim at philosophy. All it aims at is 
’ reminding Alaskans that they should wean.their safety 

belts. If they don’t and they get into an accident, the' 
odds are vastly greater that they will be injured more 
seriously than if they had been wearing their belts.

The fact is, of the 231 Alaskans who died in car 
i ^ .w re c k s ifii986 and 1987,201 were not wearing their • 
O^satetjTBelts. If one of those lives could have been saved,
' w  this safety belt bill would have been well worth any 

inconvenience it may have caused.
We understand the Senate is extremely busy now, 

but it has had since February to pass this bill. With less 
than a week left in the session, it just seems to us that 
our senators could find a few minutes to save some 
lives.
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Alaskans can live with proposed safety belt lav
By FRANK DICKFORD

One thing s'one can save 35 A laskan lives 
■ year, reduce the hardship and costs o f over 
600 in ju ries , save 15 m illion  w orth o f lo*t 
labor, nnd decrease economic losses associat­
ed with highway death and in ju ry  nlone by

is much as $13 m illion , according to estl- 
nnte3 from  The A laska H ighway Users 
Study. That one thing Is wearing the snfcty 
>5 1 * a lready In o u r cars.
^ rhore facts are Just fou r o f the reasons 

\ iskn needs u la 'v requiring sa fe ly  belt 
1(2. A lthough e m a jo r purpose o f the A laska 
Sge ly B e lt Use Law would be to promote 
lb- sa fe ty o f drivers and passengers using 
l a i r  sa fe ty belts, such a law  would also 
>: .mote the Bafety o f other street and 
iffjhway trave lers, and promote the public 
i- i fare b y  reducing public expenditures.

other words. I f  A laska requires safety 
"ml* t0 bc worn — everyone can benefit! o ic lt-use laws that have been passed In 31 
laves and D.C. motivate people to buckle 
f r  Those states found that vo lun ta ry  U'e 
imi low . Legislating the use o f safety belts 
»rted significant numbers o f lives nnd re- 
iged costs.
*-)!ducntlonal campaigns promoting safety 

e lt ure have been launched here and across 
ie  country. Use o f  safety belts Increases 
•m pom rily during the Campaign and then 
rtums to a low percentage. The amount o f

money spent Is great and the residual 
Impact slight.

Safety belt use laws and an aggressive 
educational campaign must be combined to 
achieve maximum use. In  the absence o f a 
law  even w ith an educational campaign, less 
than 32 percent o f the popu lation w ill 
buckle up. However, a H e llcnthn l statewide 
po ll last year showed that 81 percent o f 
A laskans would wear safety belts I f  re­quired by law.

A safety belt use law  is the Incentive to 
establish the sa fe ty habit In those who 
otherwise wouldn't buckle up.

I f  a person Is k ille d  o r  In jured , It affects 
more people thnn the victim . Persons are 
not allowed a "freedom  to choose" to pay 
the health care costs o f those who "choose" 
not to wear their safety be lls .

The cost o f needless fata lities and serious 
In juries are paid by a ll persons — not 
simply the victim . Taxes, Insurance prem i­

ums and health care costs increase fo r  us a ll. 
Unbelted occupants cause in juries to o lher 
occupants by becoming "ungulded m issiles." 
Thus, the "freedom  to choose’ to wear the 
belt does affect others d irectly .

The costs to society fo r  medical care, 
rehabilitation , unemployment and welfare 
services supercede the " r ig h t"  o f people to 
seriously o r fa ta lly  In ju re  themselves or 
others by not buckling up. As a citizen nnd 
taxpayer, you r rights are infringed upon by 
those who aren't responsible enough to 
buckle-up vo lun ta rily ; they leave you to 
pick up the tab fo r  Increased costs.

O ther s im ila r tra fflc -sa fe ty  luws orotcct 
motorists and others, such as speed lim its, 
drinking and driv ing and d rive r licensing. 
Snfcty belt use law s are consistent with 
these and other laws.

N inety percent o f those persons k illed  In 
motor vehicle accidents In A laska during 
1985, 1986, and 1987 were not wearing safety 
belts.

The proposed safety belt use la 
A laska Is a secondary offense-requ lrin ; 
a m otorist be stopped fo r another o l 
before a $15 ticket (which may be tlonsi 
emergency medical services) can be 1 
fo r  not using safety belts.

Secondary enforcement w ill not In 
additiona l burdens on law  enforcemrc 
fleers responsib le fo r citing m ciorists i 
this act. S& iJ.y belts reduce t ra ff ir  I. 
ties, which are eight times as expensi 
Investigate os non-injury accidents. In 
o fficers would have more time to co 
trate on o lh er tra ffic  enforcement progi

In  the past three years Helienth 
Associates has conducted extensive • 
wide and local po lls that show more th 
percent o l A laskans supporting a sa/etj 
use law .

In the past three years more than i 
A laskans have signed letters o f suppc; 
the proposed sa fe ly  belt use law nnd ovi 
businesses have passed supportive re  
tlons.

The A laska State House In 1987 p.i 
the safe ty belt use law  with b lpaP 
support. The Senate in 1988 failed to at 
the leg islation but 1989 looks more I: 
able fo r  passage. Supporters o f the 
Include Speaker o f the House, Sam Co 
Senate President T im  K e l ly , ond the (J< 
no r Steve Cowper.

The statistics, the pub lic support, 
ed ito ria l support o f  many newspapers 
leg is lative support show lh a t the prop 
safety belt use law  Is one that A laska 
liv e  w ith.

□ Frank Blcklord Is executive director ol 
Alaska Safety Belt Use Coalition.
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A'way to prevent 
needless deaths

This year, the legislature has a chance to help light 
one o l the m ost serious health  problem s in the sta te  — 
and it  can do so w ith  very little  money o r ellort.

The hea lth  problem  is accidental injuries. They are 
the second leading cause o l death 
lo r all A laskans — and the leading 
cause among young A laskans. Too 
m any o l these deaths come in m otor 
vehicle accidents — some 231 over 
the past th ree years. ."  \  ' :•

There’s a sim ple way to  cut this 
carnage on the s ta te ’s highways: Require people to 
w ear seat belts. 01  those 231 victims, 201 w ere not
belted in. •  ’ ’ ■ . ••t •*'

A  bill to m andate seat belt use passed the state , 
House last year bu t never m ade it to  the Senate floor 
lo r a vote. I h i s  year, w ith new  legislative leadership, 
prospects lo r  a seat belt law  look much better.

In the past, some people have resisted a seat belt 
law  because they see it as an infringem ent on their 
personal Ireedom. Why they object is a mystery.. The 
resulting '.‘in trusion" into people’s lives is on a par 
w ith a park ing  ticket — and has considerably more 
Ju stifica tion . When a p a rk ed  cor ov erstay s its 
welcome, there 's Just one less parking space available. 
When car passengers fall to buckle up, they  invite 
serious in ju ry  nnd death, nnd Increase the costs we all 
pay lo r emergency services, Insurance and health  care.

A laska’s proposed seat belt law o ilers us all a 
gentle rem inder to do w hat's  good lo r everyone. The 
violation would be a secondary offense, m eaning that 
drivers, cannot be. cited unless they are S topped lor 
some othe? violation. The line would be a mere 115. II 
violators don’t  w an t to send their checks to the 
government, they can donate the $15 to  emergency 
medical services. . •. . . .  • .

Seat belts save lives — bu t only 11 people wear 
them. A  m andatory  seat belt law  is a  reasonable way 
to  get more people to  buckle up.



Tuesday,. Janua ry  17,1989

■ 1 1 «s  ..........  . v:-

Make it mandatory
T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o u ld  d o  a  s i m p l e  t h in g  t h a t  

. w o u ld  s a v e  l iv e s ,  r e d u c e  in ju r i e s  a n d  s a v e  m o n e y .  I t  
c o u ld  p a s s  a  l a w  m a k i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s  in  
v e h ic l e s  m a n d a t o r y .

M a n y  people d o n’t like the idea of m a n d a t o r y  
>. safety belt laws. T h e  use of safety belts should be a 

personal choice, they say. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  has no 
business dictating personal choices.

It’s a compelling argument, but not so compell- 
i ing as the h a r m  that is done b y  not wearing safety 

belts. According to a 1987 study, m a n d a t o r y  use of 

safety belts in Alaska w ou l d  save 35 lives a year, 
reduce injuries to m o r e  than 600 persons, save $5 
million worth of lost labor and decrease other econo­
m i c  losses associated with h i g h w a y  death a n d  injury 
b y  $13 million. N o t  just the victims, but everyone 

i pays the cost of not wearing safety belts in terms of 
’ increased taxes, insurance p r e m i u m s  and health 

care costs. , \

T h i r ty - o n e  s t a t e s  a n d  th e  D i s t r i c t  of C o lu m b ia  
h a v e  p a s s e d  m a n d a t o r y  s a f e t y  b e l t  l a w s .  I n  e v e r y  
s t a t e ,  u s e  o f  s a f e t y  b e l t s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .

E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o m o t i n g  s a f e t y  b e l t  
{ u s e  f a i l  to  p r o v id e  t h e  i n c e n t iv e  to  b u c k le  u p  t h a t  a  

l a w  r e q u i r i n g  i t  d o e s .  W e  r e l u c t a n t l y  m o v e  f r o m  a  
p o s i t i o n  o f  a d v o c a t i n g  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e s  to  
u r g i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to  m a k e  s a f e t y  b e l t s  m a n d a ­
t o r y .  T h e y  s h o u ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  a v o id  s o m e  of t h e  p r o b ­
l e m s  t h a t  W a s h in g to n  s t a t e  e n c o u n t e r e d  w h e n  t h e y  
i n i t i a l ly  f a i l e d  to  p r o v id e  f o r  e x e m p t io n s  fo r  c e r t a i n  
t y p e s  of d e l i v e r y  v e h ic le s .

Daily News - Miner
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Y o u  b u c k l e  u p  i n  C a n a d a

C

IN THE for-what-it’s- 
worth department, all the 
provinces of Canada now 
have laws making manda­
tory the-use of seat belts by 
motorists.

Prince Edward Island 
was the last to join the na­
tional movement, putting its 
mandatory seat belt law into 
effect this past January.

British Columbia was an 
early member of the buckle- 
up brigade, enacting its 
mandatory law in October 
1977. Alberta, among the 
Western provinces, joined 
the flock last July.

The reason, of cpurse, is 
that seat belts save' lives — 
even though their use is a 
habit that many motorists 
find hard to adopt.
_ Arguments,, that it in- 

fringes on personaf rights to 
make it illegal to drive with- 
oQt~seat belts are no more 
valid than saving that recuir; 
mg a motorist to have a driv­
er's license is an attack on~ 
one’s liberties.

A bill to make it illegal to

drive in Alaska without seat 
belts snapped into place~was 
killed in the last legislative 
session. It died in com­
mittee. despite indications 
that it would have passed 
g i v p n  t-hp r h n n r p  t n  r p q r h  

the floor.

ONCE AGAIN, the argu­
ment was that it’s none of 
the state’s business whether 
a person buckles up — and 
that without the require­
ment, independent Alaskans 
will do what’s right and they 
don't need the state telling 
them what to do.

The same Alaskans, how­
ever, apparently have no re­
luctance to fasten their seat 
belts when they board an air­
plane — something that also 
is mandated by the long arm 
of the law.

And the fact remains that 
there is more danger of a 
fatal accident on the high­
way than there is in the air.

So what’s the problem, 
anyway?
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C

IN T H E S E  closing days of 
the  law m a k in g  session, it 
would be good  if the  ladies 
a n d  g e n tle m e n  of the  legis­
la tu re  would quit fiddling 
a round  with lives and  buckle 
u p — an d  m a k e  the re s t  of us  
do it, too.

None of us  com plain  about 
w earing  s e a t  belts  when in 
a irp lanes . W e’r e  required  to 
do it there .

So w h a t ’s  the  big deal 
about requ ir ing  us to do the 
s a m e  when w e  drive around  
town o r  on the h ighw ay?

More people  a r e  killed on 
the  roads than  in a irp lane  
c rashes .  And a  lot of those 
who a re  w e r e n ’t w earing  
sa fe ty  belts.

F o r  th re e  y e a r s  now the 
leg is la ture  has  had  before  it 
bills to m a k e  it illegal for 
d r iv e rs  an d  pa sse n g e rs  to 
ride without sa fe ty  belts  
fashioned. E a c h  y ea r  the  e f­
fort has d ied  on the sw ord  of 
individual r igh ts  and a rg u ­

m en ts  that  the  s ta te  
shou ldn’t legisla te  ag a in s t  
the  r isks  a  person  is willing 
to take  w ith  his o r  h e r  own 
life.

Baloney.

SE A T  BE LTS s a v e  lives 
w hen p roper ly  used. I t ’s  a s  
s im ple  a s  that.

And no big felony c h a rg e  
would be involved for those  
who don’t, unde r  this p ro ­
posed legislation.

All tha t  would be involved 
is a  $15 fine for o ffenders .

And e v e n  th a t  c a n  be 
dona ted  to a  good cau se .  At 
the option of the  guilty 
d r ive r ,  the  fine would go  to 
e m e rg e n c y  m edical se rv ic e  
units — the  a m b u la n ce  d r iv ­
e rs  a n d  c re w s  w ho sp e ed  to 
the scene  and  t ry  to keep 
alive those  in ju red  in a c c i ­
dents .

Enough talk is enough, 
Pass  it and  le t’s g e t  on with 
adop ting  a  s im ple  new  habit .
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B u c k l e  u p ,  a n d  d o  i t  n o w

C

IN  T H E S E  closing days  of 
the law m aking  session, it 
would be good if the ladies 
and gen tlem en  of the legis­
la tu re  would quit fiddling 
around with lives and buckle 
u p — and m a k e  the res t  of us 
do it, too.

None of u s  complain abou t 
w earing s e a t  belts  when in 
airp lanes. W e’re  requ ired  to 
do it there .

So w h a t ’s  the big deal 
about requiring  us to do the 
sa m e  when we drive around  
town o r  on the  highway?

M ore people a re  killed on 
the roads than  in a irp lane  
c rashes . And a lot of those 
who a r e  w e re n ’t w earing  
safe ty  belts.

F o r  th ree  y e a rs  now the 
legislature h a s  had before  it 
bills to m a k e  it illegal for 
d r ive rs  a n d  passengers  to 
ride without sa fe ty  belts  
fashioned. E a c h  y e a r  the e f ­
fort has  died on the sw ord of 
individual r igh ts  and  a r g u ­

m en ts  th a t  the  s ta te  
shouldn’t leg is la te  aga ins t  
the  r isks  a  person  is willing 
to take  with his o r  h e r  own 
life.

Baloney.

SEA T BELTS s a v e  lives 
when p roper ly  used. I t ’s  a s  
s im ple  a s  tha t .  ;

And no big felony c h a rg e  . 
would be involved for those  
who d o n ’t, u n d e r  this p ro ­
posed legislation.

All th a t  would be  involved 
is a $15 fine for offenders.

And even tha t  can  be 
donated  to a  good cau se .  At 
the  option of the  guiity 
driver ,  the fine would go to 
em e rg en c y  m edical  se rv ice  
units — the a m b u la n c e  d r iv ­
e rs  and  c re w s  who speed  to 
the  scen e  an d  try  to keep 
alive those in ju red  in a c c i ­
dents.

Enough ta lk  is enough. 
P ass  it and  l e t ’s ge t  on with 
adop ting  a s im ple  new  habit.
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A reasonable request
Have you ever stopped to  think what happens in a 

high-speed car accident when you're not wearing a seat
belt? • *•*£«**,  , -_______________

As the impact propels you from your seat, the first 
thing you hit is the steering wheeL As it crushes your 
chest, ribs break, tissue rips, and blood seeps inside 
your body. Next the windshield delivers a knockout 
blow to your head. The shattering glass slices your scalp 
and body as you are thrown from the car. ‘7 • .f .

That grim scenario ought to be enough to "persuade 
every automobile passenger to  use seat belts. 
Unfortunately, i t ’s not.

If the harm from not wearing seat belts were limited 
to the individual victim, wearing one might be strictly a 
personal decision. But the consequences of that choice 
inflict a toll on society too. Fellow citizens help pay the 
bills through higher costs for health care, insurance, and 
emergency services, i

Given those costs, a coalition of health groups and 
safety-conscious citizens have proposed a bill to make 
seat belt use mandatory In Alaska. It’s hardly ;'a 
draconian measure. Passengers could be cited only if the 
car were stopped for other violations. The fine is a mere 
$15, which could b e . donated. to emergency • medical 
services. * _ ' .

But the bill, which has already passed the House, is 
locked in the crypt known as the {Senate State Affairs 
Committee. The bill is a prisoner' of those who say 
Alaskans have the right to ruin their lives without state 
interference. ♦ • .. ’ - "*'7*

It's true the measure can be considered paternalistic, 
because it tries to force Alaskans to do what’s good for 
them. But driving public roads 13 a privilege, not some 
sacred individual right. A mandatory seat belt law is a 
reasonable way for the state to make its highways safer 
and cut the cost of not-so-inevitable bloodshed.
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S e a t b e l t  b i l l  

s h o u l d  b e  p a s s e d

L odged within the bowels of the Alaska 
Legislature Is a bill that, plain and simple, 
would save lives. It Is the seatbelt bill.

Opponents say any law requiring Alaskans to buckle .. 
their seatbelt is an infringement on their "d v il ■ ■ 
liberties." They, ?ay that if they want to increase the > 
likelihood of being Injured o r killed in an automobile f  • 
accident by 15 to 25 percent, then that’s their business. - .

Wrong. In fact, all of us pay  the price of those 
individuals who cherish their "civil Ubertie$” more .*' '
than their lives; According to U.S. Secretary « :  \  -j, ,  
Transportation Jim  Burnley, seatbelt laws save more 
than the human suffering ’
a serious traffic accident i c c i  i c .  C b n n lH
leaves in its wake. l O O U f c .  fcnO U ia ,

"Beit laws are helping A l a s k a  h a V e  a  s e a t -
to reduce the staggering . . .  ■
societal costs of motor b e l t  U S e  l a w ?
vehicle crashes,
currently estimated to be $74 billion a year," he wrote 
in USA Today. That includes medical, municipal and 
state services, increased insurance expenses and other 
public expenditures. ,
_ The cost of not having a seatbelt law can be 

“  estimated in blood, too. If all 50 states had seatbelt “ .
laws; Secretary Burnley estimates 3,100 lives would 
have been saved last year alone. That is more than the 
population of Wrangell killed because of the lack of 
seatbelt laws.

What is this "th reat"  to our "civil liberties” that the '
Alaska Senate is protecting us from? The bill now

• bottled up in the Senate State Affairs Committee would 
make driving without wearing a seatbelt an secondary 
offense. That means you could not be stopped by a 
police officer solely for not wearing a seatbelt. But
if you were stopped for another traffic offense and 

: didn't have your seatbelt fastened, you would have to
• pay a $15 fine or donate that amount to emergency
• medical services.

Pardon us, but that is hardly an infringement on 
•• anyone’s civil liberties. All it would do is heighten 

public awareness of the need to wear seatbelts.
Thirty-two states and Washington, D.C., have 

seatbelt laws. Obviously, those lawmakers know that 
: any law that saves so many lives makes good sense. 

HopeAilIy, Alaska's lawmakers would agree -  if 
they ever got a chance to vote on the bill.

what happens if  Alaska’s legislators don’t pass a 
seatbelt law this year? More people will die, more 

> people will be Injured, and the next legislature will . ..
.’- have to do what this one refused to. , .
1. Pass a seatbelt law. *'•*'

Please.



T h e  C a s e  f o r  S a f e t y  B e l t  U s e  '^ • / M  ^
S afe ty  be lts  have been  requ ired  equ ipm en t fo r au tom obiles in 

th e  U nited S ta te s  fo r 20 y ea rs . B u t i t  h a s  been  only recen tly  

th a t  A m ericans have n u d e  ex tensive  u se  of th e se  effective 

devices. A s recen tly  a s 1982, only 11% of A m erican  m o torists 

w ere  "buckling  up." Tbday, 31 s ta te s  and  th e  D is tr ic t of Co­

lum bia have safe ty  b e lt use law s on the books, an d  overall belt 

u se  is e s tim a ted  to be a t  an a ll-tim e high of 46%.

See also pp 3593 and 3598.
T he p rim a ry  reason  fo r th is tu rn ab o u t has been  a  refocusing 

of h ighw ay sa fe ty  e ffo rts , to  concen tra te  m o re  on d rivers  

th em selv es r a th e r  th an  ju s t  on regu la ting  m anu fac tu re rs . 

F o rm er S e c re ta ry  o f T ran spo rta tion  E lizabe th  Dole s e ttle d  a 

15-year-long b a ttle  o ve r a ir  bags in 1984. H e r  solution: if 

s ta te s  rep re sen tin g  m ore  th an  two th ird s  of th e  population 

enac ted  sa fe ty  be lt law s, m anu fac tu re rs  w ould n o t b e  re ­

qu ired  to  in sta ll a ir  b ag s o r  au tom atic  sa fe ty  b e lts . T he auto 

in d u s try  h as since lobbied in tensively  fo r sa fe ty  b e lt laws in 

th e  s ta te  leg is la tu res . T he  D epa rtm en t o f  T ran sp o r ta tio n  and 

o th e r  g roup s, such  a s  T raffic  Safety  N ow  and th e  A m erican 

C oalition fo r T raffic Safety , have also w aged  a  large-scale 

public in form ation  cam paign  prom oting  sa fe ty  b e lt use.

T he re su lts  a re  clear. In c rea sed  sa fe ty  b e lt u se  h a s  saved an 

e s tim a ted  11000 lives since 1984, and te n s  o f thou sand s of 

se riou s in ju r ie s  have been  p reven ted . T he  N ationa l H ighway 

T raffic S afe ty  A dm in is tra tion  e s tim a tes  th a t f ro n t-se a t lap- 

shou ld e r b e lts  a re  h igh ly  effective in p ro tec ting  occupan ts in a  

c ra sh , redu c ing  th e  risk  o f d ea th  by  40% to 50% and  th e  risk  of 

m ode ra te  to  se riou s  it\ju ry  by 45% to 55% .‘ T hese  e s tim ates 

w ere  b ased  on ex ten siv e  d a ta  on crash  and  in ju ry  experience /  

over th e  p a s t decade . ^
P hysic ians and  o th e r  professionals in th em ed ic a la n d p u b lic  

h ea lth  fie lds can  also p lay  a  key  ro le  in in c reasing  sa fe ty  be lt 

usage . A cco rd ing  to  na tional h ea lth  s ta tis tic s , n o t  only a re  

m o to r vehicle c ra sh e s  th e  lead ing  cause o f d ea th  am ong  5- to 

34-year-o lds, th e y  account lo r  th e  g re a te s t n u m b e r o f produc­

tiv e  y e a rs  of life lo st and  a re  th e  m ost costly  sou rce  o f d isab ility  

in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s . J e S i “ a T u n i e /  o f 209 T exas family  _ 

physic ian s revealed  th a t only 5% said  th ey  ro u tin e ly  a sk  th e ir  

p a tie n ts  ab o u t sa fe ty  be lts . F ifty -e igh t p e rc en t n e ith e r  adv ise 

n o r  d iscu ss th e  risk , even  w hen  th ey  a re  aw are  o f nonuse. 

T hese  physic ians rank ed  nonuse of safety  b e lts  a s le ss  o f a  risk  

fa c to r th a n  sm oking , obesity , excessive u se  o f alcohol, high 

blood p re ssu re , s tr e s s , lack o f  exerc ise , and  a h igh -fa t d i e t  

However, th e  A m erican  A cadem y of Fam ily  Physicians 

p lan s  to  in troduce  a  con tinu ing  medical education  cou rse  for 

physic ian s n ex t y e a r  on how  m o to r vehicle tra u m a  can be 

reduced  th ro u g h  p a tie n t education  on the im portance  of using  

sa fe ty  b e lts , child sa fe ty  se a ts , and  the e x tra  p ro tec tion  pro­

v ided  by  a ir  bags. T here  is no doub t th a t in creased  sa fe ty  belt 

educa tion , especially  amo. school-age ch ild ren , w ill prove 

beneficia l. R ecen t observa t jn so f2 4 2  school-age ch ild ren  a t a  

p ed ia tr ic  clinic d ram atica lly  d em onstra ted  th e  influence of a  

phy sic ian ’s  m essage  to  h is o r  h e r  young p a tie n ts  and  p a ren ts  

on  th e  im portance  of using  sa fe ty  b e lts .’ I t  w as found th a t  38% 

o f th e  young  p a tie n ts  w ho received counseling  w ere  then  

ob se rv ed  w earing  th e ir  b e lts , com pared w ith  5% of those  who

JAMA, Dec 23/30,1988-Vol260. No'. 24

did no t receive counseling.

Much m ore rem ains to  be done  to in c rease  sa fe ty  be lt use 

across th e  country . C urren tly , su rv ey s  ind icate th a t  be lt u se  in 

s ta te s  w ith  b e lt law s averages abou t 50%, b u t also varies 

w idely  from  s ta te  to s ta te , from  68% in Hawaii to  only 27% in 

T ennessee .4 T he  m ost d ram atic , su s ta in ed  in c reases in sa fe ty  

b e lt u se  a p p ea r to have been in those  com m unities w here  

th e re  is •>. com bination o f in tensive  law en fo rcem en t and pubb'c 

inform ation and  education . N o t su rp ris ing ly , b e lt u se  is g en ­

e ra lly  low er in s ta te s  w ithou t b e lt laws, b u t tho se  s ta te s  also 

show su b s tan tia l variance. And w e  know th a t  m any  coun tries 

have a tta in ed  v e ry  high sa fe ty  b e lt  use r a te s — such  as 80% in 

A u stra lia  and p a r ts  of C anada an d  95% in G rea t B rita in  and  

W est G erm any. We a re  th e re fo re  convinced th a t  th e re  a re  

g re a t o p p o rtun itie s  fo r fu r th e r  in c reases  in  b e lt u se  all across 

A m erica.

O u r goal a t  th e  D ep a rtm en t o f T ran sp o r ta tio n  and  th e  goal 

o f a  w ide sp ec tru m  of Bafety g roup s across A m erica  is to  a tta in  

a  na tiona l sa fe ty  be lt u sage  ra te  o f 70% by  1990.

T here  h as n ev er been  any q u es tio n  th a t  sa fe ty  b e lts  and  

child sa fe ty  s e a ts  a re  ex trem ely  effective in sav ing  lives and  

reduc ing  in ju rie s . The problem  h as  been  convincing m o to r i s t  

to  use  th em  ev e ry  tim e  th ey  g e t in to  th e ir  c a rs  and  tru ck s . 

W hen  th e  N ationa l T ran sp o r ta tio n  Safe ty  B oard  re p o r ted  in a  

1986 study* th a t u se  of re a r-se a t lap  b e lts  could cause in ju ry  in 

som e c rash es , som e people m istaken ly  a ssum ed  th a t th ey  

w ere  sa fe r  no t w earing  a  b e lt a t  all. N o th ing  could be fu r th e r  

from  th e  tru th . O u r c rash  d a ta  conclusively show  th a t  lap-cnly 

sa fe ty  b e lts  a re  q u ite  effective in red  ucing th e  risk  o f d e a th  and  

in ju ry  to  occupan ts com pared  w ith  w earing  no b e lt a t  all. 

F u rth e rm o re , c a r  m anu fac tu re rs  a r e  now vo lun ta rily  tak ing  

th e  in itia tive  to  im prove p ro tec tion  fo r re a r-s e a t o c c u p n ts  

even fu r th e r  b y  in sta lling  lap -shou lder b e lts  a s  s ta n d a rd  

equ ipm en t in v irtu a lly  all new  ca rs  b y  1990.

T he outlook  on sa fe ty  b e lt u se  is encourag ing . M ore and  

m o re  A m ericans a re  buckling  up  fo r safety , and  each  y e a r 

m o re  lives a re  b e ing  saved  on ou r h ighw ays. B u t m o re  th an  

h a lf  of Americafc m o to r is ts  a re  still u n p ro tec ted . T h e re  is still 

m uch w o rk  fo r all o f u s — in  governm en t, in  th e  p riv a te  sec to r, 

and  for h ea lth  p ro fessiona ls— in sp re ad in g  th e  im p o r ta n t life- 

sav ing  m essage  o f  sa fe ty  b e lt use.

A s a d m in is tra to r  o f th e  N ational H ighw ay T raffic  S afe ty  

A dm in istra tion , I  u rg e  physicians an d  m ajo r h e a lth  c a re  p ro ­

v id e rs , a s  p a r t  o f th e ir  da ily  rou tin e , to  adv ise  p a tie n ts  ab o u t 

th e  im portance  o f sa fe ty  b e lts  and th e  use  of child sa fe ty  sea ts  

to  p rev en t in ju rie s from  m o to r vehicle crashes.

Diane Steed
National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration
Washington, DC
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