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SENATE

L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T  

F O R

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4fl

"An A ct e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  of t h e  
O l d e -  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

It is t h e  i n t en t of t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  O l d e r  
A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e  f u l l c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d  
f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e s  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a t i p r i s g i  t h e  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act.

ADOPTED by S e n a te : 2/2/89
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FISCAL NOTE

SB 48
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R E Q U E S T :

R e v i s i o n  D a t e : ___________
T i t l e : C o n t i n u i n g  O l d e r

. Alaskaas„Commiaai.<?n.
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O p e r a t i n g FY 8 9 FY  90 T r s i ~ FY 92 “T r s r - 7 0 4

P e r s . S e r v i c e s 784.0 784.0 784.0 784 .0 78 4.0 7 8 4.0
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T o t a l 9520.fi 9520.6 95zn.fi .9.5 2 0.6 .9 5?.:. .6 .95.2 ̂  „£i _

j C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E

F u n d i n g : (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
G e n e r a l  F u n d s 2 8 6 5 . 9  . 2865.9 28 6 5 . 9 28 6 5 . 9 78 6 5 . 9 7865.9
F e d e r a l  F u n d s .5693.7 5693.7 5693.7 5693 .7 5693.7 5693.7
O t h e r  i /a  Rec, 52.8 52.8 57 . 8 5? . 8 67 . 8 57 8
T O T A L  GF/Mat.cl: 9 0 a . 2 -90.8^2.. .. .908.2 908 7 9 ns..?. 908,..2. -
T O T A L
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9 5 2 0 . 6 9520.6 9520.6 9 5 2 0 . 6 95 2 0 . 6 95 2 0 . 6

F u l l - T i m e 15.0 15.0 ... 15.0 15.0 15. 0 15.0
P a r t - T i m e 2 . 0 2 . 0 2 ,0. 2 . 0 ?. n ? r n
T e m p o r a r y 0 . . .Q . _Q___ n n n .
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P r e p a r e d  B y :

T h e  a b o v e  f u n d i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  FY 89 a u t h o r i z e d .

S e n a t o r  R i c k  U e h l .i n g A  C o - c h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

Da t e : February 2_, 1989

P h o n e  No .: 465-4821
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DEPA RTM EN T  OF A D M IN ISTRA T IO N  
P O S IT IO N  P A P E R

D ivision: Older Alaskans Commission B ill Number: sb 48
B ill T itle: An act e x t e n d i n g  the t e r m i n a t i o n  d ate of the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n

The O l d e r  Alaskans Co mm is s io n a nd the De pa rt m en t of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  support the passage of SB 48.

SB A 8 will extend for an additional four years the important 
functions of the Older Alaskans Commission, as e nu me r a t e d  in 
AS 44.21 and AS 47.65. The C om mi s si on  will also c o n ti nu e as the 
S tate of Alaska's d e si gn at ed  State Un it  o n  A g i n g  f or the purpose 
of r e c e i vi n g funds from the federal A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o n  Aging.

The Commission, wi th  its seven s e nior c i t iz en  members, serves as 
a soun di ng  b o a r d  for seniors t hroughout t he state on local, state 
and na tional issues affecting the d i g n i t y  and q u a l i t y  of life of 
A laska's elders. The Commission, w i t h  its re se rv e d seats for 
r e pr es en ta t iv es  from three state agencies and the Pioneers Home 
board, works at the h eart of state g o ve rn m e n t  to assess and 
r e s p on d to senior needs, and to c o o r d i n a t e  p ol ic y  d ec isions and 
services b y  various a g e n c i e s .

The Ol de r Alaskans C om mi ss io n believes s t r o n g l y  that the people 
to be serv e d b y  government should have a d i r e c t  v o i c e  in the 
planning, m o n i t o r i n g  and evaluation of those services. The 
C o m m i s s i o n  is that vo ic e on the state level.

T he C o m m i s s i o n  operates through an ex ec u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  and small 
staff, and its office is located w i t h i n  the  admini st ra t iv e 
structure of the Department of Administration. The Commission's 
a d mi ni s t r a t i o n  of all grants and p rograms is subject to the 
approval of the Comm is si on er  of Administration.

B ot h the D epartment and the C ommission stro ng l y u rg e the renewal 
of the Older Alaskans Commission statute.

APPROVED:

Director: C o n n i e  J. Sipe

For further information call D e a n  Gottehrer at 465-2200
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SEN ATOM BETTYE FAHRENKAMP
CHAIRM/ N, RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
119 N. CUSHMAN STREET, SUITE 201 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
OFFICE (907) 452-4882 
HOME (907) 456-2899 &e»,wte

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
P.O. BOX V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
CAPITOL, ROOM 125 

OFFICE (907) 465-3834 
HOME (907) 780-6027

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Red B o u c h e r
Chairman, House State A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: S e n a t o r  B ettye Fahrenkamp'^.0^'

DATE: F e b r u a r y  10, 1989

SUBJECT: Senat e Bill 48
An A c t  e x t e nd in g the t e r m i n a t i o n  dat e of the O ld er  
A l a s k a n s  Commission; and p r o v i d i n g  for an ef fe ctive 
d a t e .

T h a n k  y o u  for s c h e d u l i n g  SB 48. As y o u  know, this l eg is la t io n 
w i l l  e x t e n d  the O l d e r  Alaskans C o m m i s s i o n  for a n o t h e r  four years.

T h e r e  is a zero fiscal note on the bill. I n t e n t  lan gu ag e w a s
a d d e d  by the S e n a t e  Finance Committee, w h i c h  states that it is 
th e i n te nt  of t h a t  c om mittee tha t  "the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C om mi s si on  
d e m o n s t r a t e  full co mp l i a n c e  wit h  st at e a nd federal st at ut e s and
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the Older A m e r i c a n s  Act." N e i t h e r  t h e
d e p a r t m e n t  nor I h a v e  any p r ob le m w i t h  t h i s  intent language.

T h e  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  Commission c o n s i s t s  of s e v e n  seniors from 
a r o u n d  t h e  state, as well as t h e  c h a i r  of the Pioneers Homes 
A d v i s o r y  Board and the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of A d mi ni st ra ti o n,  H ea lt h 
a n d  S o c i al  Services, and C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  Affairs.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  se rves as the " state u n i t  on aging" for p urposes 
o f  t he O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act, a n d  in t h a t  c a p a c i t y  admi n is te rs  
g r a n t s  for a v a r i e t y  of pro gr am s  for seniors. The Co mm is s io n 
a l s o  acts as an a d v o c a t e  for seniors, e m p l o y s  the L o n g - T e r m  Care 
O m bu ds ma n,  and is c h a r g e d  with d e v e l o p i n g  a state p l a n  for senior 
programs.

If I can p r ov id e  a n y  further information, p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h esitate 
t o  c o n t a c t  me. I w o u l d  like to t h a n k  y o u  and the c o m m i t t e e  for 
b r i n g  SB 48 up so timely, and e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  favorable 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t he measure.



o l d e r  A l a s k p n s  C o m m i s s i o n

BOX C
Ju n e a u , A laska 99011-0209 

907/465-3250

SB 48
O V E R V I E W  OF THE COVl’IISSION

I. F e d e r a l  S t a t u t o r y  R o l e  of the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
(O A C )

T h e  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A ct of 3 965 ( a m e n d e d  1987), P u b l i c  L a w  
100-175, pr ovides g ra n ts  for p r o g r a m s  for s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  
(over 60) to the states, ani r e q u i r e s  that e a c h  st at e 
d e s i g n a t e  one state a ge nc y as the "sole State agency" to 
a d m i n i s t e r  these g r a n t  programs w i t h i n  the state. S e c t i o n  
305. Since 1981, t h e  Ol de r A l a sk an s C o m m i s s i o n  has 
p e r f o r m e d  this function.

T h e  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Ac t  requires t h e  S t a t e  U n i t  on A g i n g  to 
(1) d e v e l o p  a State Pl an  for senior pr og rams, (2) c o o r d i n a t e  
al l st a te  ac ti v i t i e s  rel ited to t h e  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  Act, and
(3) s er ve  as an advocate for the e l d e r l y  w i t h i n  the state, 
i n c l u d i n g  review, comment, and t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to a n y  
a g e n c y  or individual.

II. S t a t e  S t a t u t o r y  Rol e of the Older A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n

A. A S  44.21.200, p a s s e d  in 1981, c r e a t e d  the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  p l a c i n g  it in the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  include s e v e n  A l a s k a n  c i t i z e n s  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  the Gov er no r , and the c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  H e a l t h  and Social S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  
a n d  R e g i o n a l  Affairs, a nd the ch a ir  of the P i o n e e r s  H o m e s  
A d v i s o r y  Board.

S u m m a r y  of duties a n d  re sp o n s i b i l i t i e s :  The O l d e r  A l a s k a n s
C o m m i s s i o n  mu st  "formulate a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e w i d e  p la n"  
fo r s e ni or  needs, m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  
l e g i s l a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  issues a f f e c t i n g  seniors, e n c o u r a g e  
l o c a l  s e n i o r  c o m m i s s i o n s  and p r o g ra ms  to s erve seniors.

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is a l s o  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
a d m i n i s t e r — with the approval of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n — federal programs u n d e r  the O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  
Act, and state p r o g r a m s  funded w i t h  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  funds 
u n d e r  AS 47.65.010.
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Overview of Older Alaskans Commission

B. AS 47.65, p a s s e d  in 1980 and a m e n d e d  in 1981, a u th or i ze s 
s t a t e  funds to be a w a r d e d  as grants for "Community S e r v i c e  
P r o g r a m s "  for "older Alaskans," w h i c h  is d e f i n e d  as "over 
60." AS 47.65 a l s o  sets required c o n t r i b u t i o n — o r  m a t c h i n g -  
- l e v e l s  for the r e c i p i e n t  of a grant.

III. OAC p r o g r a m  c o m p o n e n t s  include the f o l l o w i n g  programs, w i t h  
t h e i r  F Y  89 b u d g e t  noted:

H o m e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  Services to Seniors —  G r an ts  of 
s ta te  a n d  fede ra l  funds to c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to 
p r o v i d e  nutrition, access, a nd s u p p o r t i v e  services.
($ 6,432,329)

S e n i o r  Job T r a i n i n g  and C o m m u n i t y - S e r v i c e  E m p l o y m e n t —  
G r a n t s  of s tate and  federal f u n d s  to t r a i n  and e m p l o y  
l o w - i n c o m e  p e r s o n s  ove r 55. ($ 1,601,400)

T h e  Offi ce  of t h e  Lo ng-Term C a r e  O m b u d s m a n — F e de ra l and 
s ta te  f u n d i n g  of an advocate f o r  r e s i d e n t s  of n u r s i n g  
homes. ($ 127,900)

T r a i n i n g  of the S e n i o r  N e t w o r k - - F e d e r a l  (only) gr an t 
a d m i n i s t e r e d  by OAC to train m e m b e r s  of the a g i n g  
n e t w o r k  statewide. ($ 90,900)

F e d e r a l  D i s c r e t i o n a r y  Grant to A l a s k a  for the 
A l z h e i m e r ' s  D i s e a s e  Family S u p p o r t  G r o u p  P r o j e c t  on 
p r o v i d i n g  r e s p i t e  care to fa milies of victims. (Grant 
c o n c l u d e d  December, 1988— t ot a l funding, $ 78,100.)

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  D e v e l o p m e n t — O A C  staff p r o d u c e  or 
a r r a n g e  seminars and e du ca t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on 
c u r r e n t  legal issues (in g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
budget)
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