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CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE
CSSB 43 (SA)

Division of Elections

The Division of Elections anticipates that cnis bill would
generate a cost savings in one area while and causing an
expenditure in another area resulting in a general offset
with no increase in funding required.

A. Costs would be incurred in the notification of voters
of polling place or precinct boundary changes. These
costs would cover the printing of a computer
self-mailer and 1st class postage.

Based on the prior bid awards for printing of similar
forms, printing would come to $0,069 per unit and
postage is figured at $.25 per item.

In 1986, for example 65 polling places were changed
impacting 44,070 voters.

At approximately $.32 per item the cost of mailing
these notices would have been $14,102.

B. The cost saving provisions relate to the elimination of

the requirement for a separate judicial card, and

elimination of the "+" sign on punch card ballots. The

savings estimated would be about $115.00 per thousand
ballot cards. With that in mind, a review of the cost
savings for the 1984 and 1986 elections, for example,
would have been:

1984 (14.8)
1986 (18.1)
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Senator Mike Szymanski

During Interim:
3111 C Street, Suite 510
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907) 561-7617

While in Session:
P.0. Dox V
State Capitol, Room Il
Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-4978/4979

FAX (907) 465-2652 165 E. Parks Highway
Legislative Information Office
MEMORANDUM Wasilla, Alaska 99687
(907) 376-MIKE
TO: Representative H.A. "Red" Boucher, Chairman

House State Affairs Committee
FROM: Sana™i’r ski
DATE: March 31, 1989

SUBJ: Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 43, "An Act
Relating to Conduct and Administration of
Elections..."

I would like to request your support and that of the House
State Affairs Committee members on introducing the attached
amendment to the CS for Svsnate Bill 43 while the bill is in
your committee.

The amendment has a great deal of support from the Division of
Elections and their feeling is it would have tremendous
lenefit to the people of the State of Alaska. Similar
legislation was sponsored by House Speaker Sam Cotton several
years ago, but was ultimately vetoed by the Governor. The
current Administration apparently supports this amendment.

cc: Rep. Eileen MacLean
Rep. Dave Donley
Rep. Curt Menard
Rep. Ann Spohnholz
Rep. Alyce Hanlely
Rep. Jim Zawacki

Lt. Governor McAlpine
Sandi Stout, Division of Elections

Senate District E
Mat-S'i e So. Anchorage <« Bird/Indian <« Girdwood <« Whittier < Nikiski » Cooper Landing < Hope < Seward < Cordova < Valdez
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSSB A3 (State Affairs)

Page 1, after line 8

n%

Insert new bill sections toread:
Section 1. AS 15.05.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.05.010. VOTER QUALIFICATION. A person may vote at any
election who

(L) is a citizen of the United States;

(2) is 18 years of age or older;

(31 [(REPEALED.);

(A)) has been a resident of the state and of the election
district in which the person seeks to vote for at least 30 days just
before the election; and

(A) [(5) (REPEALED.);

(6)] has registered [BEFORE THU ELECTION AS REQUIRED] under
AS 15.07 and is not registered to vote in another jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. AS 15.07.030(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person who has the qualifications of a voter under AS 15.-
05. 010(L1) - (3) [AS SET OUT IN AS 15.05.010(1) - (A),] or who will
have the qualifications at the succeeding primary or general election
[,] is entitled to be registered as a voter in the precinct in which

the person resides.

*+ Sec. 3. AS 15.07.0A0 is amended to read:

-1- 3/27/89
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Sec. 15.07.0/40. TIME FOR REGISTRATION. A person who is
qualified as a voter under AS 15.05.010(1) - (3) [AS 15.05.010'!)
(4)] is entitled to register at any time throughout the year except
that a person under 18 years of age may register at any time within 90

days immediately preceding the person's 18th birthday."

Page 1, line 9:
Delete "Section 1."
Insert "Sec. 4.

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 2, after line T:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 6. AS 10.07.070(d) is amended to read:

(d) Qualified voters may register in person before a registra-
tion official at any time throughout the year [, EXCEPT THAT APERSON
REGISTERING WITHIN 30 DAYS PRECEDING AN ELECTION MAYNOT VOTE AT THAT
ELECTION].  Upon receipt and approval of the registration forms the
director or the election supervisor shall forward to the voter an
acknowledgment in the form of a registration card and the voter's name
shall immediately be placed on the master register located in the
office of the director and on the district register located in the
office of the election supervisor. Names of persons registering 30 or
more days before an election shall be placed on the official registra-

tion list for that election."

3/27/89
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Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page

Page

2, line 14:

Delete "(a)"

2, line 15:

Before "(a)"
Insert "Sec. 15.07.090. REREGISTRATION AND AMENDMENT AND TRANSFER OF

REGISTRATION.™

Page 2, after line 19:

Insert new bill material to read:

"(b) A voter shall reregister 1if the voter"s registration is
cancelled for failure to vote 1in prior elections under [AS PROVIDED
IN] AS 15.07.130. [THE REREGISTRATION MAY NOT BE MADE LATER THAN 30
DAYS PRECEDING AN ELECTION.]

(¢c) The director shall transfer the registration of a voter fronm
one precinct to another within an election district when requested by
the voter. [THE REQUEST SHALL BE MADE 30 OR MORE DAYS BEFORE THE
ELECTION DAY.] The director shall transfer the registration of a
voter from one election district to another when requested by the
voter. The voter must reside in the new election district for at
least 30 days 1in order to vote.

(d A person who claims to be a registered voter and is eligible
to vote under AS 15.05.010, but for whom no evidence of registration

in the precinct can be found, shall be registered [GRANTED THE RIGHT]

-3- 3/27/89
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to vote. If the registration occurs after the 30th dav before the
election, the voter shall be treated as [IN THE SAME MANNER AS THAT
OF] a questioned voter and the ballot shall be treated as [IN THE SAME
MANNER.  THE BALLOT SHALL BE CONSIDERED TO BE] a '"'questioned ballot”
and shall be so designated. The director [OR THE DIRECTOR'S REPRESEN-
TATIVE] shall determine whether the voter is registered in the elec-
tion district before counting the ballot. A voter who has failed to
obtain a transfer as provided in (c) of this section shall vote a
"questioned ballot" in the precinct in which the voter resides.
* Sec. 9. AS 15.07.160(a) is amended to read:
(a) Except as provided in AS 15.07.135, a registration offici

may not r-.fuse to register a person who is qualified t- vote under
AS 15.05.010(L1) - (3) [PROVISIONS OF AS 15.05.010(1) - (4)]."

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 3, after line 8
Insert new bill sections to read:
"* Sec. 12. AS 15.15.198(b) is amended to read:
(b) A person whose registration has been cancelled under AS 15
07.130(b) and who votes a questioned ballot shall have the ballot
counted if the person is qualified to vote under AS 15.05.010 and
registers to vote
[(1) THE PERSON WAS REGISTERED TO VOTE FOR EITHER OF THE
TWO MOST RECENT GENERAL ELECTIONS;
(2) THE PERSON SIGNS UNDER OATH A STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT;

-4- 3/27/89
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AND
(3) THE EARLIER REGISTRATION IS VERIFIED BY THE DIRECTOR].
Sec. 13. AS 15.20.015 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.20.015. MOVING FROM ELECTION DISTRICT JUST BEFORE ELEC-
TION. A person who meets all voter qualifications except under
AS 15.. .010(3) [THAT LISTED IN AS 15.05.010(4)1 is qualified to vote
by absentee ballot in the election district in which the person for-
merly resided if the person lived in thatelectiondistrictfor at

least 30 days immediately before changing residence.

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 12, after line 9:

n%

Insert, a new bill section to read:
Sec. 34. AS 29.26.050(a) is amended to read:
(a) A person may vote in a municipal election only if the person

(1) isa United States citizen whois qualified to vote in
state elections;

(2) has been a resident of themunicipalityfor30 davs
immediately preceding the election;

(3) isregistered to vote in state elections or registers
to vote on the day of the election; and

(4) isnot disqualified under art. V of the state constitu-

tion."

-5- 3/27/89
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VIt

Sec.

Provisions

Voters Who Change Names Just Before an Election:
Fischer vs. Div. of Elections. Under current law
people who change their names must update
registration 30 days before an election to vote
under new name. Supreme Court overturned it.
Amendment allows them to vote a questioned ballot
conforming to the court®s ruling.

COURT RULING - VOTERS WHO CHANGE THEIR NAMES



Sec.

Provision

5 Requires that notice be sent to voters when
polling place or precinct boundary 1is changed.

General Comments
Example: 1986 - 65 Polling Places Changed involving
44,000 voters. Notices would cost $14,102
for forms and postage.
(Cost offset by other provisions of bill which would
reduce ballot preparation costs.

NOTICE OF POLLING PLACE/PRECINCT BOUNDARY CHANGES



Sec.

Provisions

2 Stipulates that effective date of registrations

3 sent in by mail is date of receipt rather than
postmark. Official registers would include only
registrations received 30 days before election.

Advantages
30% of mail has no readable postmark.
Receipt date is always clear so creation of precinct
registers has specific cut-off and can be generated for
distribution on time.
Eliminates cumbersome and costly administrative burden

of having to retain and/or microfilm envelope with
form.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REGISTRATION - RECEIVED DATE



Provisions

Sect. 15-19 Conforming amendments to change candidate
withdrawal deadlines:

From: 40 Days Prior to Election
To: 48 Days Prior to Election

Allows for replacement of party candidates by
party petition if withdrawal is 50 days prior
to election.

Advantage
A. 40 day withdrawal only allows 10 days for all
printing of Official Election Pamphlets which must
be in the mail 30 days prior to election.
B. Under current law, on 3 weeks allowed for all

ballot proofing, printing, collating, and
distribution of ballots to sites.

WITHDRAWAL DEADLINES



Sec.

August 1

20

Provision

Filing Deadline for Independent Candidates: Aug. 1
Sigler vs. State of Alaska. Superior court ruled
June 1 filing deadline for independents appearing
on general electicn ballot was unconstitutional.
Undue burden for candidates not appearing on a
ballot til November.

State now has NO deadline set in law.

Plaintiffs contended that independents were an
alternative when party candidatesl campaigns
failed to represent or meet the concerns of
certain constituencies. Favored a filing deadline
AFTER primary. Court leaned that way but did not
specify a ruling to that affect.

Compromise

is a compromise which postpones deadline til major

campaigns are clearly under way, but prevents losing primary
candidates from then filing petitions for general elections.

COURT RULING - FILING DEADLINE FOR INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES



Provision

Sect. 6, 23 Allows judicial candidates to appear on same

24, 25 & 26 ballot as other candidates as space allows
rather than requiring them to be on a
separate card.
Usually 1/3 to 1/2 of the districts have
sufficient room for judges.

Sect. 13 Eliminates reference to a "+" sign in the box

to the right of a candidate®s name on punch
card ballots.

This reference requires printing two versions
of the same district®"s ballots in districts
where some precincts are computer counted and
some are hand counted.

Advantage

Division could reduce ballot printing costs by
about $10,000 to $15,000 per election year.

NOTE: This savings offsets costs in sending out

notices of polling place or precinct boundary
changes. (See Section 5.)

COST REDUCTIONS - BALLOT PRINTING



Sect.

NOTE:

Provisions

1. Amends provision making length of residency
in Alaska and in Election District a
mandatory requirement for registration,
unless asked.

Rationale

Federal Postcard Applications (FPCA) must be accepted
as registration and absentee ballot application under
Federal Law. Form does not require statement as to
length of residency. 75% of all FPCA"s must be
rejected under current law because information is not
included. (Approx. 3,000 of 4,000 FPCA"s received in
1988.

Follow up correspondence to request the information
could disenfranchise otherwise qualified voters, as 30
day cut off for registration draws near.

30 day cut off for registration is criteria for voter
eligibility in any specific election. At the time of
registration, a voter"s residency of 1 day or 40 years
is irrelevant as long as he/she is registered by the 30
day cut off prior to election.

Amendment supported by Henry Valentino, Executive

Director, Voting Assistance Office, Dept, of
Defense.

LENGTH OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED FOR REGISTRATION



Provisions

Personal Representative Voting: Streamlines
recordkeeping by eliminating the requirement
that the actual time of day be recorded for
returned personal representative ballots.

Since all polls and absentee sites close at
8:00 PM on election day,any ballot received
prior to closing is timely.

Deadline for Absentee By Mail Applications:
Changes current law:

From: Postmark 10 days prior to election.
To: Received 4th day prior to election.

Would allow processing and final mailing on
Saturday before Election Day of any received
by 4th dlay prior regardless of when they were
sent.

Late Absentee Ballots Included in Recounts:
Deadlines for Receipt of Ballots:

Domestic Ballots: 10 Days After Election
Foreign/APO/FPO: 15 Days After Election

Current law allows ballots received after
15th day to be included in recounts.

Leaves window for ballots received between

10th and 15th day. Amendment corrects
deficiency.

ABSENTEE VOTING



Sect.

Sect.

14

21

Provisions

Length of Residency: Adds length of
residency in state and in district as
required information on candidacy TfTiling
forms.

Current law says ~candidate will meet
residency requirement”, but does not
specify WHEN.

Will help Division verify eligibility of the
candidate.

Oath Regarding Filing More than One Office or
Bv 2 Different Means for the Same Office: As
worded the current oath precludes withdrawal
of one declaration of candidacy or nominating
petition to refile for the same seat.

Court has consistently upheld ballot access
for candidates who have filed, withdrawn and
refiled for the same seat.

Simultaneous Filing of APOC Conflict of
Interest Forms: Technical amendment to
replace the word "simultaneous™ since APOC
forms and Declarations/Petitions go to
separate agencies.

Amendment refers to filing the separate forms
on the "same date".

Conforming amendments to law on Nominating
Petitions.

CANDIDACY FILINGS
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Senator Pat Pourchot %%7*6%@?281

MEMORANDUM

DATE March 17, 1989

TO All Senate Members

FROM Senator Pat Pourcho

SUBJECT: CSSB 43 (Jud) - "An Act relating to conduct and

administration of elections by the director c"f
elections.”

SB 43 makes a number of technical amendments to current statutes
in an attempt to cleanup existing ambiguities and simplify
certain procedures. None of the provisions are considered
controversial or have raised specific objections.

Sections 6, 13 and 23 through 26 would result in a savings of
approximately $14,000. Cost saving provisions relate to (1) the
elimination of the requirement for a separate judicial card, and
(2) the elimination of the "+" sign on punch card ballots.

More 1importantly, there 1is an undetermined amount of cost savings
that would accrue to the extent that the proposed amendments
address ambiguities or problems 1in existing law that result in
litigation, election recounts, or the need for a new election.

As an example, the Division of Elections estimates the cost of
the upcoming District 13 election at $60-$65,000.

A summary and sectional analysis of the bill is attached for your
review.



Sen. Pat Pourchot
March 14, 1989

SUMMARY

CS SB 43 (SA)
"An Act relating to conduct and administration of elections
by the director of elections.”

Section 1. Existing statutes require each applicant who regis—
ters to vote to provide information on the length of residency in
the state and the election district. However, the official
absentee voter registration application and absentee ballot
application provided by the federal government for overseas and
military voters does not specifically request this information.

IT the required information is not included on the federal form
the Division must contact the applicant and request the person to
reapply in accordance with existing law.

Section 1 amends the statutes so that the term of residence in
Alaska and in the election district need only be provided
if requested.

Section 2. Current statute requires that registration forms
received through the mail must be postmarked 30 days before the
next election. Because mail often lacks a postmark or the
postmark 1is unreadable, the amendment would delete the reference
to the postmark and require that the completed voter registration
form be received by the director of elections 30 days prior to
the next election.

Section 3. Amends statutes relating to incomplete or inaccurate
registration forms to conform to language in Section 2.

Section 4. Current law states that a voter who has changed one"s
name but wishes to vote under the new name must reregister 30
days prior to the next election.

Questions concerning this section of the statute were raised 1in
the 1986 Fischer/Uehling recount. The Supreme Court ordered the
ballots counted of those voters who voted under their new name
but had not updated their registration records as required by
law.

In order to clarify this statute, the proposed amendment allows a
voter to vote under one"s previous name OR to vote a questioned
ballot if the voter wishes to use his/her new name.

Section 5. This new subsection directs the director of elec—
tions, whenever possible, to send written notice of any change in
a precinct boundary or polling place to each affected registered
voter to mitigate any inconvenience caused a voter because of a
change in polling place.
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Sections 6. and 23 through 26. These sections remove the re—
quirement that judicial retention candidates be printed on a
separate nonpartisan judicial ballot.

In territorial days when elections involved closed partisan
races, it was necessary to print the judicial retention candi—
dates on separate nc."partisan ballot cards. Because we now
include candidates of a1 parties on the same card - the card is
essentially nonpartisan. The Court System has no problem with
the proposed amendment.

Based on a review of the 1986 general election, 14 districts
would have required the printing of only 2 ballot cards if the
judicial candidates had been printed on the same card as other
candidates. This would have resulted in a savings of nearly
$15,000 in ballot printing costs.

Section 7. Current law requires that an election official record
the date and time an absentee ballot is provided and received.
This amendment eliminates the unnecessary requirement to record
the time - which serves no useful purpose.

Section 8. This amendment would extend the application period
for absentee ballots by requiring that applications be received
not later than 4 days prior to the election, rather than post—
marked 10 day prior to the elections. (See explanation 1in
Section 2.)

Sections 9 through 12. Statutes governing "absentee voting by
mail™ require the counting o” absentee ballots mailed from within
the U.S. 1if received by the 10th day after the election. If
mailed outride the U.S. or from a military APO/FPO address they
must be counted if received by the 15th day after the election.

However, under the statutes governing "procedures for recount”
absentee ballots received 15 days following an election but
before the completion of the recount must be counted - no provi—
sion is made for the counting of absentee ballots that are mailed
from within the U.S. but are received between the 10th and 15th

day following an election.

The proposed amendments would remove this conflict by allowing,
in a recount, the counting of absentee ballots received after the
statutory deadline but before the completion of the recount.

Section 13. This amendment 1is "housekeeping™ 1in nature. The
section proposes the deletion of references to language "desig—
nated by a plus sign” when describing the square box in which the
voter punches the ballot. The plus sign serves no purpose.
Statutory citations regarding handmarked ballots contain no such
descriptive language and no other sections of the election lay
contain any reference to this "plus sign."
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The amendment would eliminate the necessity for printing two
versions of the same ballot where there is both punch card voting
and handmark voting in the same district and will result in a
savings of approximately $2,000 in ballot printing costs.

Section 14. These amendments would (1) place in statute current
requirements for stating residency address and length of residen—
cy on declaration of candidacy forms; (2) delete the requirement
that candidate not have "filed"™ a previous declaration (what 1is
intended i1s that the candidate not have another declaration "on
file"); and (3) al3ow declaration of candidacy forms and conflict
of interest forms to be filed on same date (rather than simulta—
neously) because they are filed at separate locations.

Section 15. Current statutes set the deadline for withdrawal of
a candidate®s name from the ballot or the replacement of a name
on the ballot 40 days prior to the election.

This severely constricts to three weeks the time in which to
prepare, print and distribute ballots across the state. In cases
where a lawsuit is filed cont sting a candidate®s eligibility the
time frame can be further reduced.

The amendment proposes to change the deadline from 40 to 48 days.
This would significantly improve the Division of Elections”
ability to meet their statutory deadlines which are dependent on
completion of ballot printing.

Section 16. The Tfirst amendment would change the period in which
a candiuate®s place on the ballot may be filled by party petition
from 45 days to 50 days 1if the vacancy occurs after June 1 of
election year. This is to allow parties a few days leeway to
select replacement candidates. The second is an amendment to
conform to language in Section 15.

Sections 17 through 19 and Section 22. Amends statutes Lo
conform to language in Section 15.

Section 20. The current filing deadline for the general election
for third party candidates is June 1. A recent Superior Court
decision has held this deadline unconstitutional. This amendment
would change the filing deadline from June 1 to August 1.

Section 21. This amendment would place in statute the current
requirement for stating residency address and length of residency
on nominating petition and would delete the provision that
requires candidate to state that he/she has not filed another
nominating petition (see explanation in Section 14).
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OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

Page

"o

Page
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AMENDMENT

BY HANLEY

TO: CSSB 43(State Affairs)

1, after line 8:
Insert a new bill section to read:

Section 1. AS 15.07.050 1is amended "o read:
Sec. 15.07.050. REGISTRATION IN PERSON OR BY MAIL. Registration

and a change 1in registration may be made 1in person before a registra—

tion official or by mail under AS 15.07.070(b)."

1, line 9:
Delate "Section 1"

Insert "Sec. 2"

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page

2, after line 19:
Insert a new bill section to read:

Sec. 6. AS 15.07.090 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) A reregistration, amendment, or transfer of voter legistr

tion shall be made under AS 15.07.070."

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

-1- 4/3/89



maise | iDi0i<e,. ji 13 iQ iK iA R HE S S B (O -
S First it FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

@%aucg% | Lo I 1 @RD

e o
) @mﬁﬁ'ﬁ&%a@%ﬁ% ! ] ]
¢lY /2;AidihiQiriOTNigi i i i i ista« *p *?ISTQ(Z\ D iy RARERS

addressE>iflumgi iflus  10ihiQit/iej , . REER PRRd  pidgeed
SOA_FIRITYNMEER DAIECFBIRH ARA O-BRH DATE CF NATURALIZATIN
Ji*3Wif>T MD. 10 Q2. OYEAR TN M. DY YER

RuREEEY T AR O mwe o e

OPTIONAL OA]TH 1§wear that the for % Lac are true |also swear tpat | am a citi en the United States, an
Da.vou need Specia| assistance In q earSO al €0r0 It a Sor re Istration. | UfHTeh ar t 'clt aV not en COﬂVlCte
({,}W ? F Involvin mgr turgltél e or Pg nso convicte ave een uncon |t|ona ry
g Sevces__ 01 e, el 0l gl o o e o n°%5t5r3a o
B|I|nguaFSerV|ces t?%s registration 1s a cnmmafl%%n B,
Party Affiliation (Check one) ﬂG\AWO:\UTER
Democrat . X
Libertaian — TIOWNSISOR BYERSR  FAOA CFRCALSTIE
&epug“ﬁa” _ AQAIFEDGHOIA VUST SIGN
on-Partisan
Other (Specify) — IWMITNESS 2\TINES LOCATIN
FORMQL3TL @

VOTER’S AUTHORIZATION TO CANCEL REGISTRATION

To the voter reoistration office of
(itya Gty ke

This is to advise that 1lam now a resident of Alaska. Therefore, my registration where 1formerly resided at the following
address should be cancelled.

NAVE
FARVERACCRESS fhseNnterard Sied Neno aRudll Ruleadl R NUnier)
anry SAE APAIE

BIRIHAIE SCIA_FORITYNMER



"0

-

mj .. ; . m..
rnmmmmmmmmmmm sain,m.Tin,m “m\rm-Mirrrtr

K OPPIC GON

NAMO <HtaOIeIeteftite_J fl "\i A 'E"*l iLrl" i.l— u .

ij i **Pi-1SiL-E ..
TL < L » I i +-1-i— F L-1-. 1
I T b s e c = s S
AN >4 AAE] L *< < HAtO 01 NAtliHAI i.AtioN
2L6|| 3|ft:\l71'=|g-* wo [ hay /Fin*&& «Mi<K A 35. Mo HAY Y (AM
o oo e T AR Gy ot oA
t | inmm motiol
UVAU IN Al AUKAV iAi cuiieni Ainoin) | MA TN 11 11Mn *
OA1H I«w9*i that the lotuyoing leult ere true leleo sweet thel lam « otllien ol the United melon . »t

CK> you need special aeaietanoa In
rzm U & L
BllIngam Oervloci -

Ps/ly AVITIAIIbFI (Qhtteh one)

libertarian

Ftepunncen
Nonftutiaan

Other Oipeoilly)

rriaNAti#in®otfcri~rrfi"t".

two wiiNknora ovun toypamo oh
A QUAUMai) OPMC.IAt MUAT AKIN

TwiTNITAA

will be 10 yeetr ol age or nldai wllhin 00 day* ol reglatrellon I lorlhet sweat that |have not been uonv n.d
ol a taiony Involving motal lurpltuda. nt having bean eo ounvlolad, heva bean unoonailionaiiv thiach*«iv.».i
I'tom incarceration. ptoballon end/or patola lIam nol regulated to vnla in any other elala. ot navinu I~
no tegiilerad, have taken neuouary atape tooannal that toglaliation lundatilanil that making n talea
on thia rogietratlon la 0 otImIMI Alienee

idau

[« 7

1ifPiwAm tuts

NN

OMIdIAL  "a 1 J j

phx aM*A»>AaM AMA« an<«dn A =5 (tin GOty o r



N t7/4 a

mm,

ADDRESS

ADDRESS

DATE & >-2>cD - & 7

INITIALS



0-AAH

P. 0. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Zawacki:

During the hearing on Senate Bill 43 in the House State
Affairs Committee on April 4, 1989, 1 understand that you
expressed your concern that voter numbers were readily
accessible to anyone who purchased computer listings of
registered voters from private vendors. Your comments
stemmed from testimony presented by the Division"s
Information Officer, Linda Edgeworth, stating that voter
numbers are maintained as confidential information.

I can assure you that any breach of that confidentially

would be taken very seriously by the Division. That is why
we wanted to look into the 1issue you raised as quickly as
possible. As we anticipated, we have been able to confirm

that the printouts you referenced do not contain the
confidential voter identification numbers assigned by the
Division of Elections. However, 1 can easily understand why
there might be some confusion.

There are a few private vendors who purchase a computer tape
of our statewide list of voters on a monthly basis.

However, the tape we make available is programmed to contain
only the voter information which is a matter of public

record. Voter numbers, social security numbers or birth
dates are purged from the data base used in preparation of
the tape. In order to be more responsive to the diversified

programming needs of clients who purchase lists and labels
from these private contractors, however, the vendors often
create their own numbering system in which they assign each
voter their own unique identifier. These are the numbers
you see on lists purchased from private vendors. The
confusion which results stems from the fact that the vendors
also call these numbers the "voter ID numbers™.

AN 1.1 Q



The Honorable Jim Zawacki
April 12, 1989
Page 2

We will be contacting some of the vendors who provide this
service to request that they identify their numbering system
in a manner that clarifies that they are not the official
voter numbers assigned by the Division of Elections.

Thank you for bringing this issue to our attention. It 1
can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Deputy Director

cc: The Honorable Pat Pourchot, Sponsor, Senate Bill 43
Members of the House State Affairs Committee
The Honorable Red Boucher, Chairman
The Honorable Eileen P. MacLean, Vice Chairperson
The Honorable Dave Donley
The Honorable Alyce Hanley
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