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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W  

262-9269 S t a t e  S e n a t e

While in Juneau
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907)465-3791

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H.A. "Red" B o u c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

0 f -  fc. t e C E lV to
S U B J E C T :  S e n a t e  B i l l  39

( r e l a t i n g  t o  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  Week)

FROM: S e n a t o r  P a u l  Fischer.

1 W9
DATE: F e b r u a r y  28, 1989

I w o u l d  a g a i n  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s c h e d u l i n g  
t h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  at  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n i e n c e .

P a s s a g e  of  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  o b s e r­
v a n c e  o f  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  w e e k  i n  A l a s k a .  It w i l l  a l s o  c o i n c i d e  
w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  " F i e l d  D a y "  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R a d i o  R e l a y  L e a g u e  s p o n s o r s  e a c h  y e a r  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  S a t u r d a y  
in June.

T h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is 
t o  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  a m a t e u r  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  b e t t e r  k n o w n  as "Hams", h a v e  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r o v i d e  in t h e  State. In n u m e r o u s  cas e s ,  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  
f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s .  F o r  a n  ex a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1964 A l a s k a  
E a r t h q u a k e ;  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t s  
t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  K o d i a k  h a d  s u r v i v e d  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e .  D u r i n g  
t h e  d a y s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  v i a b l e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  d e p e n d  upon.

A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  report, p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
C i v i l  D e f e n s e ;  O f f i c e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A r m y ,  a n d  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  G r e a t  E a r t h q u a k e , . . . .  
" A m a t e u r  r a d i o  w a s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  in t h i s  d i s a s t e r .  O n e  o f  t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  is t h a t  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  is a n  i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  o f  m a n y  A l a s k a n s '  d a i l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p l a c e s " . . . .
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February 28, 1989
Page Two

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h e n  local e m e r g e n c i e s  c c c u r  s u c h  as fires and 
a u t o m o b i l e  accidents, a m a t e u r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  v e r y  o f t e n  p l a y  
a p a r t  in r e l a y i n g  information, v i t a l  to t h e  p u b l i c ' s  safety, 
as w e l l  as a i di n g in c o n t a c t i n g  the v i c t i m s  n e x t  of kin. M a n y  
o p e r a t o r s  o f f e r  to se nd  free messages, d u r i n g  the holidays, to 
fa m il ie s of o u r  serviceman.

For t h e s e  speci a l reasons, I t h i n k  it is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a m a t e u r  
r a ii o o p e r a t o r s  be o f f i c i a l l y  recognized.

As y o u  a r e  aware, i de ntical l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a te  u n a n­
imously, early, d u r i n g  the F i f t e e n t h  Legislature. Ad di ti o na ll y,  
last session, t h e  H o u s e  State A f f a i r s  and T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e s  r e p o r t e d  the  bill out of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s  
w i t h  " un an i m o u s "  d o - p a s s  re commendations. T h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  & 
C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  al so  c o n s i d e r e d  thi s bil l a n d  r e p o r t e d  it out 
w i t h  3 "do pass" v o t e s  a n d  2 "no re co m m e n d a t i o n s " .  It w a s  n ev e r 
c a l a n d a r e d  b y  th e H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  for H o u s e  a c t i o n  p r i o r  
to a d j o u rn me nt .

Y o u r  e a r l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  appreciated.

PAF/sgn



Senator Paul Fischer 
Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W 

262-9239 H

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

OSS?'

S t a t e  S e n a t e

While In Juneau
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

M E M O R A N D U M
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TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K.A. "Red" B o u c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r

SU B J E C T :  S e n a t e  B i l l  39
( r e l a t i n g  to  A m a t e u r  R a d i o  Week)

DATE: J a n u a r y  25, 1989

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  a b o v e  
r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  
C o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n i e n c e .

P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  o b s e r­
v a n c e  of a m a t e u r  r a d i o  w e e k  in A l a s k a .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  c o i n c i d e  
w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  " F i e l d  Da y "  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
R a d i o  R e l a y  L e a g u e  s p o n s o r s  e a c h  y e a r  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  S a t u r d a y  
in June.

T h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is 
to o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  a m a t e u r  
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s ,  b e t t e r  k n o w n  as "Hams", h a v e  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p r o v i d e  i n  t h e  State. In n u m e r o u s  c a s e s ,  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  
o p e r a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  
f o r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s .  F o r  a n  e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  19 6 4  A l a s k a  
E a r t h q u a k e ;  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e p o r t s  
to t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  K o d i a k  h a d  s u r v i v e d  t h e  e a r t h q u a k e .  D u r i n g  
t h e  d a y s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  v i a b l e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  d e p e n d  upon.

A s  s t a t e d  in t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p ort, p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
C i v i l  D e f e n s e ;  O f f i c e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A r my, a n d  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  G r e a t  E a r t h q u a k e , .... 
" A m a t e u r  r a d i o  w a s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  in t h i s  d i s a s t e r .  O n e  o f  t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  c a p a b i l i t y  is t h a t  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  is a n  i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of  m a n y  A l a s k a n s '  d a i l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p l a c e s " . . . .
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Ad ditionally, w h e n  local e m er g en ci es  o c c u r  such as fires and 
a u t o m o b i l e  accidents, a m a t e u r  radio o p e r a t o r s  v e r y  o f t e n  pla y 
a p a r t  in r e l a y i n g  information, v i ta l  to t h e  p u b l i c ' s  safety, 
as we ll  as a i d i n g  in c o n t a c t i n g  the v i c t i m s  ne xt  of kin. M a n y  
o pe ra to rs  o f f e r  to sen d free messages, d u r i n g  t he holidays, to 
families of our serviceman.

For th es e special reasons, I t h i n k  it is i m p o rt an t t h a t  a m at eu r 
radio o p e r a t o r s  be o f f i c i a l l y  recognized.

As y o u  a re aware, identical l eg is l a t i o n  p a s s e d  the S e n a t e  u n a n­
imously, early, d u r i n g  t he F i f t e e n t h  Legislature. A d ditionally, 
last session, t he H o u s e  St at e  A f f a i r s  and T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
C o m m i t t e e s  r e p o r t e d  the bill out of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o mm it te es  
w i t h  "unanimous" d o - p a s s  recommendations. T h e  H o u s e  L a b or  & 
C o m me rc e C o m m i t t e e  also c o n s i d e r e d  this bill an d r e p o r t e d  it out 
w i t h  3 "do pass" v o t e s  and 2 "no r e co mm en d at io ns ".  It w a s  n e v e r  
c a l a n d a r e d  b y  the H o u s e  R u l e s  Co mm it t ee  for H o u s e  a c t i o n  p r i o r  
to adjournment.

Y ou r c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  be g r e a t l y  appreciated.

PAF/sgn




