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B A S E B A L L-ABOVE AN D  BELOW  ZERO:
T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a s t i m e  i n  A l a s k a

B a l l p la y e r s  In  t h e  H e r s c h e l  I s la n d  l e a g u e  
In t h e  18 9 0 s d r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  w e a t h e r .  
S o m e  g a m e s  w e r e  p l a y e d  in  t e m p e r a ­
t u r e s  a s  lo w  a s  3 0  d e g r e e s  b e lo w  z e r o .  
/ALASKA SPORTSMAN'. 19631

I n an era w hen baseball Is 
, played In air-conditioned  

stadium s, on artificial grass. and  
under artificial light, the incred­
ible history of basebaH in Alaska 
seem s hard to believe. Am ericans 
have alw ays been dedicated to 
their nation al p astim e. But 
because of the harsh clim ate of 
the North, and the lack of suitable  
playing fields in the w ilderness, 
the people of Alaska have had to 
go to far greater lengths to enjoy  
the grand old gam e than anyone  
in the country. From the rocky 
baseball diam onds on the tide 
flats in Southeast Alaska, where 
gam es were called on account of 
high tide, to the ball field on the

By Terrence Cole

frozen tundra at Nome. Alaskans 
played a rugged brand of baseball.

In the nineteenth century out­
door exercise was com m only  
believed to be a preventive for 
scurvy, and explorers wintering in 
the arctic ice pack often played 
ball gam es during the coldest 
m onths of the year to keep from 
getting the dreaded disease. In the 
1890s baseball was especially  
popular at Herschel Island, the 
winter baje of operations for the 
whaling industry in the western  
Arctic, where num erous steam  
w haling ships and hundreds of 
m en were often forced to spend  
the winter . 1

By November of each year the

ships of the W ill in g  fleet were 
solidly frozjen in the ice of the bay 
at Herschetf Island, and “spring 
training" w as ready to begin. 
Ashes were spread along the ice to 
make the bases and the base 
paths, and a sail was used as a 
backstop . 3  G am es in the Herschel 
Island league went on ail winter 
long until the beginning of the 
sum m er whaling season in July, 
and were seldom  canceled due to 
the weather. Som e contests were
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P a s s e n g e r s  o n  s h i p s  n e a r  N o m e  s o m e t i m e s  p l a y e d  b a s e b a l l  o r . t h e  t e e  w h i l e  w a l l i n g  f o r  
a  l e a d  (n t h e  t e e  p a c k  to  o p e n . tClcnbow Archives. Calgarvi

In  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a  t h e  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  f o r  a  b a l l  g a m e  w a s  
o f t e n  t h e  b e a c h  o r  t h e  t id e  f l a t s  a t lo w  t id e . T h is  g a m e  w a s  p l a y e d  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  
a t K e t c h ik a n , a  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  d id  n o t  h a v e  a  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d  o n  d r y  la n d  u n t i l  1921. 
iCourtesyofV Robarui

reportedly played in tem peratures 
as low as -30° or -4 0 ° .The players 
were dressed in fur parkas, and 
wore m ittens instead of baseball 
gloves, so it was not easy to catch  
the ball. Given the hazardous 
fielding conditions, it was not u n ­
com m on for a losing team to score 
50 runs or more in a single gam e . 3  
Ease runners often m ade spec­
tacular slides on the ice. but they 
found it quite difficult to stop 
without bowling over the in­
fielders.

Baseball diam onds on the ice 
were also found near Nome, where 
passengers on vesse ls waiting for 
a lead to open som etim es ployed 
a few innings on the ice pack to 
pass the time. The people of Nome 
also enjoyed winter baseball on 
the snow. In February 1900 a 
series of gam es were held between  
a team of soldiers and a squad  
from the Alaska Com m ercial 
Com pany. The gam e on W ashing­
ton's Birthday had to be called off 
after four innings how ever, "on

account of the icy breezes !r 
the north (which made' it dei 
edly uncom fortable for 
boys . " 4  It was so uncomiorta 
that the pitcher for the Ala: 
Commercial Company. Louis 
Lane, froze his fingers, and 
contest was postponed until 
following Sunday.

Of course Alaskans did not p 
baseball Just on infields of ice 
outfields of snow. In the ea 
year 9  at Ketchikan and June 
ball gam es were normally p!a\ 
on the tide flats or the beac 
Level ground for construction p 
poses was at a premium in 
m ountainous terrain of Souihe  
Alaska, and there was seldom  
open space on dry land le 
enough for an outfielder to sh 
down a fly ball. The beach mad 
rocky infield, and when the t. 
cam e in the bases and t 
pitcher's mound disappeared. E 
when the tide was out. crow 
lined the docks along the wat 
front in cities like Ketchikan 
watch their favorites play.

The people of Nome also had 
play baseball on the beach ur 
1908. when the Nome Based 
Association was formed to p 
mote baseball in Nome and 
build a "first class diam ond a 
field."® J.C. Gaffney, the owner 
a Nome clothing store; and otb 
businessm en in the city w 
enjoyed watching and playing t: 
national pastim e, headed ti 
organization. They built one of ti 
m ost unique parks in the world c 
the tundra behind Nome, ove 
looking Dry Creek. The first ste 
in building the field was to sera 
aw ay the soggy vegetation on t. I 
surface of the tundra in the sha i 
of a baseball diam ond to expo 
the frozen ground beneath t. 
surface. A com pany in Nor 
donated thousands of ju te sac 
to lay on top of the permafrost 
keep the infield from meltir. 
Volunteers dum ped tons of bea< 
sand and gravel on the diamon 
and spread a four-inch-thick lay 
of Nome River clay on the playn 
surface of the Infield . 7

On June 14. 1908. the fir 
gam es were held on Nom e's bas
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T h e  N o m e  B a s e b a l l  A j s o c ia t i o n  b u i lt  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u n u su a l  b a l l  p a r k s  in the w o r ld  o n  
t h e  t u n d r a  b e h in d  N o m e  in  1908. :Glcnbow Archives. Cjlisarvi

The p e o p l e  o f  J u n e a u  p l a y e d  t i d e  f l a t  b a s e b a l l  u n t i l  a b o u t  1914, w h e n  a  f i n e  f i e l d  w a s  
b u i l t  (n L a s t  C h a n c e  B a s in . T h i s  p i c t u r e  w a s  t a k e n  o n  J u n e  8. 1914. T h e  d r i f tw o o d  
a l o n g  C o ld  C r e e k  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c h e a p  s e a t s  In  c e n t e r  f i e l d .  (Courtesy of the Bancroft Library)
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ball held, "The grounds were a 
surprise to many." the \ 'om e  
Pioneer Press reported the next 
day. "as It was not believed that 
such a good inlield could be made 
in this country." Admittedly the 
outfield was not in such good con­
dition. The "outer pastures"  
behind second base were so soft 
that any ball which hit the ground 
in the outfield tundra would only 
roll a few feet before stopping 
dead. Even so it was alleged that 
the outfield in the Nome park was 
"better than the majority of the 
outer gardens Inam ateur fields in • 
the sta tes . " 8

A standing-room -only crowd of 
about 1.500 people watched the 
1908 opening day double-header 
of the Nome Baseball Association. 
In the first gam e the Nome Red 
Sox beat the Federal Labor Union 
team by a score of 5 to 3. "The 
Reds looked very nifty in their 
w h ite  u n ifo r m s  a n d  red  
stockings." a reporter explained, 
"while the Union men also put up 
a fine appearance in their neat 
and business like suits of gray . " 9  
In the second gam e che army beat 
Gaffney's Colts 8  to 7.

The four team s in the Nome 
Baseball Association had num er­
ous. veteran ball players on their 
squads, who had played college or 
minor league baseball in the 
States, and had com e to Alaska to 
work in the m ines for the su m ­
mer. An outfielder named Murphy 
had been a star outfielder in the 
Pacific Coast League before he 
was blacklisted from organized  
baseball for hitting an um pire in a 
gam e in San Francisco, and a .300  
hitting catcher known as Tubbs 
had played for Lodi In the Cali­
fornia State League . 1 0  The com ­
petition in che Nome Baseball 
Association however, was not 
quite as fast as in the California or 
the Coast leagues.

Above le ft  — T h e  N o m e  R e d  S o x  w e r e  a  
c a r e f r e e  g r o u p  o f  N o m e  t e e n a g e r s  a n d  
h i g h  s c h o o l  b o y s .  iG lenbow  A rch ives. 
Calgary)
Le ft — F a r  m o r e  s e r i o u s  w e r e  c h e  n in e  
s o l d i e r s  In d a r k  u n i f o r m s  f r o m  t h e  a r m y  
t e a m  a t  F o r t  D a v is . iCIenbow  Archives. 
Calgary

|* | i  krlni/is t.ir \ln>knn 'will /K irks uvr»> alien spi-i trn nlnr I'hr ball/icU! n i<h t 
>urrnnntlr(l hi/ -wmit • < i crril twuiitnins \n> In r il,.,  r , ,i , i „ i t  v - ' . i  ..

T h e  b a s e b a l l  cap ita l pt A la sk a , a n d  h o m e  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  m id n i g h t  s u n  gam >t. s F a ir ­
b a n k s .  w h e r e  b a s e b a l l  h a s  n o u r i s h e d  s i n c e  t h e  g o l d  r u s h .  S h o w n  h e r e  w a s  a  c e s s t u l  
F a i r b a n k s  t e a m  k n o w n  a s  t h e  M a rc  A n t h o n y 's ,  a n d  t h e i r  t r a d e m a r k ,  a  l u . g e  c i g a r  
iErskinvCollection I mwrsuv-ii Alaska Archu- -
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The Nome Red Sox were a 
lively bunch of Nome teenagers 
and high school players, but tnev 
goofed off too much. The directors 
of the association had to disband  
the Red Sox after the team com ­
mitted 14 errors in a gi.me they 
lost to the Gaffney Colts by a score 
of 32 to 5.

"It was certainly a miserable 
ex h ib itio n  of the nation al 
game . . the Nome Gold Digger 
reported the next day. The league 
instituted several new regulations 
to improve the quality of the play, 
um pires were granted the right to 
fine any player who had a 
"slovenly manner" of going on or 
off the field. "Also the captains of 
the team s have been instructed  
that their m en will have to learn 
their positions in the batting 
order, and be on the spot im ­
m ed ia te ly  w hen their turn  
com es," the league explained to 
the angry fans who wanted their 
m oney back after the Red Sox's 
disastrous defeat. "From now on 
the league will be run as nearly 
under professional rules as possi­
ble and no more town lot ball will 
be tolerated."

The Nome Baseball Association  
season ended after about five 
weeks of play when a heavy 
rainstojm  nearly destroyed the 
field. John B. Wallace, the 
league's only salaried em ployee  
and its scorekeeper. grounds 
keeper, and sportswriter. said he 
knew that the season was over as 
soon as he inspected the field after 
two days of rain. "The infield con­
sisted of a series of little clay  
islands." W allace wrote m any  
years later, "while the outfield 
w a sa sw a m p . " 1 1

The Nome Baseball Association  
apparently never recovered from 
the soggy season  of 1908. But in

Above le ft  —  O n a  h o l i d a y  o r  t h e  'i t h  o f  
J u l y  A la s k a n  m iners e n j o y e d  g e ' t t n g  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  g a m e  o f  b a s e b a l l .  T h r s o  
r u g g e d  c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  L o n g  a n d  R u b y  m in e r s ' t e a m  in  1917. 
/ALASKA SPORTSMAN3)
L e ft — T h e  t in y  b a l l  p a r k  a t  D a w so n  C ity  
in  1903 w a s  in  an  urban setting, near the 
cen te r  j f  t h e  City. iTroseth Album. University 
of Alaska Archives)

oth^r parrs ol Alaska, especially 
the Interior, the climate and ter­
rain are more suitable lor baseball 
than they are in Nome After the 
gold rush Fairbanks was base­
ball mad" as one observer put it, 
and the comm unity was the hard­
ball capital of Alaska. The 
highlight of the season, as it still is 
today, was the annual midnight 
sun game on June 21. Every year 
on the longest day of the sum mer, 
a baseball game is played in Fair­
banks at midnight, without the 
aid of artificial lights. The m id­
night sur. game is one of the oldest 
traditions in the city, and it marks 
the official beginning of sum m er  
In Interior Alaska.

W it h  th e  b l i s t e r in g  
r a y s  o f  t h e  M id n ig h t  

S u n  b e a t in g  d o w n  
u p o n  th e m , a n d  t h e i r  
e v e ry  m o v e  f o l lo w e d  

in te n t ly  b y  a  c r o w d  o f  
w ild  f a n s . . . .

The midnight gam e of 1908 
was vividly described in the Fair­
banks  Daily News. "With the 
blistering rays of the Midnight 
Sun beating down upon them." 
the News  reported on June 22, 
1908. "and their every move 
followed intently by a crowd of 
wild fans whose enthusiasm  held 
them in the oven-like bleachers 
and grandstands, the pick of 
Alaska's stars of the diamond 
played  fa u ltle ss  ball last  
n ig h t.. . ."

Anyone who has ever watched  
a baseball game at Growden Fielld 
in Fairbanks during the sum m er, 
would have to adm it that the 
bleachers are hardly "oven-like" 
at one o'clock in the morning. 
Underneath the box score in the 
paper, a note adm itted that the 
description of the gam e had been  
clightly exaggerated.

"This story is probably a litt!le 
raw for home consum ption." the 
N ew s  confessed, "but it is pointed 
out that it is as near the truth as  
lots of newspapers ever ven­
ture. . . . The account of |this|

strange game is annuallv clipped 
Irom the local press bv people 
here and sent tc friends in all 
parts of the world. Therefore, this 
account is discreetly tinted 
only because it is for exportation  
to chechacodom . " 1 2

The long sum mer nights still 
seem  ideal for playing, or 
watching, a ball game, and Alaska 
has proven to be a training ground 
for major league ballplayers. This 
is more true today than in years 
past — although a man known as 
Klondike Sm ith played a lew 
gam es in left field for the New 
York Yankees in 1912. and 
Thom as Sullivan, who was born 
in Nome in 1906. caught one 
game for the Cincinnati Reds in 
1925. 1 3  Today the semi-pro team s 
of the Alaska League attract the 
top college stars In the country. In 
recent years Bob Boone. Floyd 
Bannister. Tom Seaver. Graig 
Nettles, and Dave Kingman, are 
just a few of the big league stars 
who have played ball under the 
"blistering rays" of the m idnight 
sun. Z

Terrence Cole is the editor of The 
ALASKA JOURNAL*, and the author of 
£ T Barnette: The Strange Story of the 
Mnri Who Founded Fairbanks, published 
by Nlaska Northwest Publishing in 1981. 
He nas recently received his Ph D in 
history at the University of Washington.
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"jUli a*j Itiffliaf /̂OW?)
not (i turning point in my li/r I 
miurd mv family, mv girlfnrrul irry 
much. Joe Arm\trvng became a life 
lung friend, nnd Jim Ihrli ami R.m 
Umghan hmught me into rruilun' 
including the flit that hitting the 
rnuu is part of baseball life. 
Hiughn : sniti hing me from pitching 
as a fresi man in college to a hitler 
has had obvious -and happy— 
esults. '

-M AR K McCWIRF,
First B u rn t*, Oakland A'a, 
IWA-. NBC: Anchorage (llarlcr Pllotc. I*M.

1 2
B a s e b a l l ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r
A laska. which makes giant Texas look like a geological bunt and 

Wichita as busy as midtown Manhattan (New York) as a population 
center, is advertised as the l-asl rrontier, land of the Midnight Sun 

and the Great Land.
It’s all of these and. incredibly, it is—again and often—the Home of the 

United States' Non-Professional Baseball Champions. And that's the ttnli- 
keliesl development dnce Ray Dumont first coaxed hr. hometown into 
building the stadium that now beats his name.

"lb suggest that Hawaii came up with baseball reasonably soon would 
not be difficult to conjure for a couple of practical leasons. For one, the 
wealhet would encourage a doublcheader on Christmas Day. For another, 
the Johnny Appleseed of baseball. Alexander Cartwright, got lolhe islands and became a merchant prince, long before he died at the turn of the 
century, then rn old man.

No one ever will know for sure when baseball ever was invented

HASFBAI I S LAST FRONJIfR / |S7

because, niihfuliy. II just might liave evolved from other games played in 
fngland But Cartwright, a New York engineer, did cieate a pointed square 
nr dutrond and adjust to nine men on a side, nine innings, and 90 feel 
between bases He playexl his first game under those conditions at the 
Elyiian Fields, Hoboken, New Jersey in 1845 Then shortly thereafter, in 
search of his own financial dream h* headed for the great unknown.

En route, he dropped off ideas for "base ball." as it was then referred, 
in two words Even taught it to tire Indians. So maybe you wonder, as I do, 
whether when George Armstrong Custer's Seventh Cavalry regimental 
troops played ball outside Fort Lincoln near Bismarck, North Dakota, 
before traipsing wta' to the Little Dig Horn in the Montana Territory, the 
Sioux and accompanying Indian nations were learning to hit-and-run in 
havehall. too? After all, tire same warm, windy June 25 In 1876 thal they 
cut down Custer. St Ixwis was playing Chicago on the west hank or the 
Mississippi. It was, you know, the first baseball season of the National league

But if the Hawaiians got an early start because Cartwright quickly was 
among them and, as indicated, as far hack as 1947 the territory had a hall 
cluh good enough to travel all the way (n Wichita to challenge in the 
National, how 'n the cold blue blares did the warm-weather game even gel to Alaska?

Alaska, known as kursian America until Secretary of Stale William H 
Seward purchased it in 1867. was regarded for years as "Seward's folly." 
In belting parlance, live several million-dollar price was an overlay, com­
pared with Thomas Jefferson's acquisition of the Ixmisiinn Purchase anti 
Prter Minuil's steal of the Empire State Building and other future Manhat­
tan assets for a few beads and a couple of Hap Dumont's old annual NBC guides

Alaskan history, as far back as 1741 when a Danish navigator named 
Vitus Bering saiJtd east front Siberia under Russian service, began actually 
because Crat P - er die Great wondered whether Asia anti American were 
(tuned. Not, of course, when the straits betss-een dsem svere named for discoverer Bering.

Truth is, fur trading greed in the Krtdiak and Aleutian Islands sapped 
he area and created such cut-throat mayhem among humlled-up brigands 
thai the vast, lonely Alaskan area svasn't safe. That's when they tabbed it 
"Sward's folly," the purchase for 57,200,000, which, by die svsy, svas less than two cents an acre.

Gold, the mad metal, svas struck in 1880. The fabulous gold lode in the 
Yukon Territory svas located in 1886. Salmon canneries, hunting, fishing, 
exotic animals, delightful scenery and summer vacationing would turn the 
iiiidier-tall, mineral-rich vastness into a place to live and visit. Nearing the 
1990 census, Alaska already had passed Wyoming in population with mote
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iiim vxi.nnoBut in (hr vaslness nf an area as wnlr asihr ilislanic finin Maine In llir 
slatr of Washington, front Anchorage down il llir snudie rn lip In llir (.mien 
nnnh *1 Point Barrow. where famed Will Ritgrrs and pilot Wilry Post Inst 
Ihrir fives in a planr cmli nnr summer's (lay in 1915, Irnw and when did 
baseball rvrr come7Opinion* v»ry, emphasizing the possibility of installation nf a riilmad 
pill helore Wxld Wtt I. hul I'd brl a Kodiak hrar if not a Kotlntn fig Ihal 
hack Ihrrr when mrn mudird madly in die gold rush era. cnnirlxxly must 
havr u»rd a spare mnmrm In wield a broken a»e handle at a frozen snow 
hall of mayhe-forgive the crassness-refrigerated dog dung.

Stall. Alaaka would he expected (n he far back in baseball because nf 
the diitance helwten communities, the relatively few people und shutt 
aummer seium. After all, aa Innglime Fairbanks general manager Don 
Dennis notes, the Eskimos, Aleuts and Indians, indigenous (o Russian 
America, prefer basketball to baseball. They prove themselves obviously 
smart Who wants to spend more time outside Ilian possible in or near the 
Arctic circle when it's possible In coddle up in your own igloo, a more 
spacious Quornet hul or even a modem gym?

But Alaska is No. I in nonntofr.tsional he.sehall. as witness National 
Baseball Congress championships (or 20 years. Since 1962, a season rf 
instant success when fisirbnnks went to the finals before losing to the 
Wlchitt Dreamliners. 7-6, /L'jrika has whirled like a willawaw through the 
tournament. The willamw, for sake of us hot house lilies, is a wicked wind 
that whipa from the Aleutians down the coast to Fategonia.

A man who came in like a willawaw is most responsible for Alaska's 
lofty position in semi-pro baseball He's flamboyant II. A. (Red) Boucher, 
so firmly entrenched as the filher of Alaska's baseball bride, hailed even 
by rival Anchorage, which followed his lairhanka' leadership in upgrad­ing. Although, curiously. Boucher never won an NBC championship, his 
Ooldpaimers subsequently won five championship*. Anchorage, which 
heat Boucher to the trophy, won three. Kenai prevailed once, and the Mil- Su Miners prevailed in 1987.

Overall, Boucher would win 337 games and lose only 118. inking his 
Panners to 30 stales and In fapan, hul il was Wichita and the national 
championship dial inspired him. "If," he tnhj Richard II. Johnslnn of 
Sports lllusimtrdin ■ delightful magazine piece in June. 1969. " if you're i Trojan, you can cat cemcnll"

Henry Arislide Boucher, captaining why they call him "Red," was 
horn at New Hampshire in 1921 to a French Canadian father and an Irish 
mother named McNally Pop pronounced the name "Boo-sliay," hul when 
Red was deposited in St Vincent's Orphanage in Fall River. Massachu­
setts. he Americanired the name in self-defense tn rhyme with "voucher,"

lAIIJIFANNF.R: Red Boucher, shown nith son Johnny in Wichita, is try anted at 
ihr father of Alasia's non pm hast hall stndfs Anrhomye, thouyh n riual to Red's 
tatly Burbank i  leadership, salutes Boucher u-hote Goldpanners hate tom five 
■VflC champimihips. even though he himself manayed none

ts Johnston noted.
hihnslon. traveling to Alaska for "Having a Ball at Midnight," was imiiten. understandably, by the feet that Alaskan* celebrate the summer 

solstice with a ballgame played at midnight, often without lights. For the 
bine 21 contest, begun at 10:30 p.m. and lasting often until neatly 2 a.m., 
lights really are necessary only if a purple fog mils in.

The Spons lllusimird author also was impressed with Boucher peraon- 
»lly and, by phone, I can appreciate that. The 60-plus sportsmhn-polilician 
has some of the charisma of a former friend, then Massachusetts' junior 
senator from Massachusetts. John F. Kennedy encouraged him to seek time and fortune in Alaska.

The lime was 1958. Red, like Dtp, a Navy chief petty officer in World 
War I, had turned to bell bottoms at age 16 and completed a 20-year tour, 
serving aboard carrier Enterprise during World War il When he and a
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partner shared WVWIO first puce on • popular lelrvinon progtam- 
" 9amr Thai Bine " the Navy assigned him lo a national recruiting lour 
' hat's when lie mel II K. who suggeslesl Alaska as a place M ge* "in- 
vsilveil *’

Ultimately. hrgmmng as a spoiling goods' salesman like that tvtehili 
fella lOuinonll who asked about "Red's Eskimos," [louche/ became 
mayor of Fairbanks, Alaska's lieutenant governor, twice candidate for gov­
ernor Anil proving lluil even Amlrotagf hail no hard feelings for Ihe 
polmral hxir shut who did much for Fairbanks, four timer smaller, he 
unsuccessfully sought llie mayoral chair al Anchorage in I9RR

Meanwhile, lie retained a stale legislative seal from Anchorage and set 
up a research consultant company lie's as dynamic as when he battled ar 
lieutenant-governor for the Trans-Alaska pipeline and also, as Fairbanks' 
mayor, led lo all old Scalier sloy.iu "('ail Do" alter a tlnod devastated 
Fairbanks in '67.That's the way he approached tiaselialt as a competitive challenge and 
spectator appeal sport for Alaska, which had no professional teams lit Ins 
delight, as lotinslon phtasesl it. (toucher discovered "baseball fever hum 
tng in Ihe Arctic light "Undaunted try mountain ranges lhal walled of! Fairbanks from south 
eastern Alaska, he "audaciously" proposed that Fairbanks help end Alas­
ka's lingering isolation by sending a hall club (the (ioldpanncrs) lo the 
NBC They thought he was as dafl as a sun bather on an ice flow

Boucher, however, had an idea as well as n high regard for Rial 
Dedeaua, long time college championship coach al the University of 
Southern California Red approached Dedeaua slant! gotal summer |nhs, 
NCAA approved, that ought to be attractive to college players as wrll us ihe 
allure of an area seldom it any had seen The wink would he hard, hut Ihe 
recreation plenty, including the best Iroul this side of the rainbow

Dedeaua liked the idea because lie didn't want lo lone players prems 
turely to pro hall—For the kids’ future grant and his immediate success- 
and he was aware that if 6(1 college games were good. 120 would he Ihe 
vinuil equivalent ol a minor-leaguc professional season. So potential Hill 
of Famei Tom Seaver and other future hig league players were recom 
mended lo Boucher, including Andy Messersmilh, Dave Kingman. Btem 
Strom and others who will he mentioned in the test or statistical index 

Boucher's wrist twisting at Fairbanks was recalled merrily try a small 
comer pharmacist who struck il rich on the oil slopes. By then, hooked. 
Tbm Miklaut.seh helped found the Goldpanners' booster group, the Nuggrr Cluli But hack thete tie winced when Red wanted S2IXI for each player's 
uniform, a liberal amount lhal would help the cause, listing only ihe name 
of Ihe sponsor on Ihe hack of each shirt

Said Miklaulsch, "We weren't just underdogs. We were too far hehnv
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cm jdy  fur that In a field of J2. al Wichita we figured lo he l.lrd " 
Uil, no. Mras the salmon totem pole, the Fanners missed liy juit that 

oar tun against Ihe Dreamlmets in ihe '62 finals Tliey'd caught tin- fancy 
<X ihr crowd Snail wonder that when die NBC's executive vtce-prraidenl 
aid grnrrat manager, I Jury Davia, flew to Fauhanks several yeats later to 
mind d.f Mtdmghl Sun gam; and present llie NIlC's Maoagf rn f the 
Orcade award to Fairbanks' iim Diet/, he hailed Ihe Fanners:

"We're always glad to see Fairbanks come to the tournament In 
W nhua wr'vc got another name fot llie Goldpanners -  'Money in Ihe 
Rank '

a lit RF.'S CAT Mill HIM IT, RID: Hop llumnni. h/ui ym ninny n nh Red Rnu 
■ het hie men mlh rlnen, nnyhl haw hern aikiny lhal tpieunm in line nf ihfir 
•nnn yerennyt Mtdmyhl i«i< Burbanks' siilrrnih plawr a bear.

Boucher and Dumont, two colorful characters, immediately formed a 
•"uiujl admiration society, as indicated in Red's trndet letter lo Ann after 
ll-ip s death Also, in Ins remembrance ol the man hr first met that 
i ndrtrlla season

Although lie talked about my 'Eskimos' and, I think, thought we'd 
.-•in in on a dog sled, liap was great -imaginative and creative—and
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I Mwirrx- Stadium hulked mighly large to our players, some of wlmm had 
Iiimr mu only Ihtiniyh Dnleaus hul. slut, from Frank Sanger ol Atirima 
I Inivrt îly aiMl tire etlilo* >>1 fVif/egrrrrr lUurhnll. Abe Cliannili "

IVmi yrais lain when llir Fanners frll another game short, losing w 
Ih r Hubbards WhInta Classmen, Moodier rnlivruriillir tournament widi 
I hum Hit a connivance and Mrsaing Fuat. Rrd cleared il with llir Alaska 
governor Neal. hr contacted Dumont fur appnrval

With ■ straight fu r. Hap ukI no, Ik- couliln‘1 are anything wrong 
with Finhank's I Mil player on Ihr tournament i.ister having llir nanir nf [
"Midnight " No. and Dumonfcouldn't find anything in Ihr NIIC rules lhal '
pirvrnird lhal males apnS having been irstrvnl fm a black hear I lap * only 
rrgm. pnihahly. war lhal il svasn'l a polai

Anyway, Ihajthri llrw In Wichita with a Iranquiliml black hrar TV 
animal's pirseixe created quite a slir grral1 hut Rrd svas disappointed 
lhal liia bench svannrrs decided In watch Imm tlir hullprn wlirn Ihr lieai 
war deposited in Ihr liall club's dugcnit

Hi avoid hiving hit players psyched. Iloochec avnidrd Ihr headqusr 
Iria' hotel, Ihr Broadview, overlooking Ihe Arkansas River and Ihr sta 
ilium (Jood thing, lieeaplained " lhal damned hrar screamed all mghl all 
over Ihe place and wound up biting me in Ihe ass." Rrd remrmbried 
descriptively "I got 'waivers' on him."

As mentioned. Ihough he served as llir springboard for college play era' domination and Alaska’s in Ihr NBC. Boucher couldn'l quite gel cwrt 
llie champinndiip hurdle al Wichita And not only did hr establish a rivilry 
try which Anchorage came like an avalanche, hul also a relationship wtd. a 
Colorado man who saw ihe early wisdom in college-developed teams 

l.ikr Boucher arlf made and ihen some. Ilauldie Mnschrtti, son of a 
coal miner killed in a cave in. got out of Ihr mines himself as quickly u 
possible, suffering chronic asthma. Bui lie became successful in Ihe liquor j
business anil other enterprises He spent Ihe hulk uf his free lime and 
money working with kids in baseball. Ultimately. he had his own hall cluh. 
a good one.

The Boulder (Colorado) Baseline Collegians, operated by Moschrtu 
rod associates from 1964 through 'BO, won 7% games and !osi only I9H |
The magic carpel of lhal lofly 795 percentage carried Ihe Collegians in 
four NBC championships.

In 1966, only Iheir second season al Wichiia, seasoned hy a simng 
state tournament il (irand function, Boulder took Ihr tillr with t 5-1 
victory over West Point, Mississippi. Boulder's pitching svas brilliant, an 
l!RA of 1.1.1 for 64 innings Moschelli's third hasrinan. Ray llcnnmgsen. 
svas chosen MVP, hitting ,458 and stealing four bases. Reliever Frank Carbajal allowed just one hit in fnur innings.

Watching Dumont toad up Boulder's schedule as defending champi

PF.UNANT PAISANO: Ihnlnmk- mg Pauldir Mnuhrlli. »6o mmr up 
ihr hnnl huv. him an rmiVf HOY Hhr/l 
hr rri ruiird rnllryr plnvrri hr immrd la hin rhamparnshpt fi>r Boulder, t'alnnxin. anil lofrurimir friendly fur Red Rout her nf AUllhi

urn. MuscVlti said he felt tKat flap didn't svant to sec the Collegians 
oprji Dumont agreed, honest Injun. "I liked that," recalled Ballistic, now 
onml "Hap was an honest man as well as a cunning and smart one."

Hul Boulder made it, 5-3, over ihe Hawaii Islanders in a championship 
pme m which Frank Duffy, later a major-league infielder. starred al 
shtsuop He was MVP, a result of an overall .407, plus two hits, three 
U. l-n bases and three runs in the title game. Again, brilliant pitching, an 
i an earned run average, svas a difference. Bauldie recalled:

' hit of lliat series developed a warm frieisdship with a (Vomer Marine. 
Isu Vim, who ran the Hasvaiiin team Aflcr our games, his or mine or 
■sirs, we'd sit in a Wichita Italian restaurant and over salami, cheese, and 
lufian bread, we'd replay our games, air our problems and established a be (dihip that still exists."

Actually, Bauldie had a warm a pot lor Red Boucher, too. "He svas like 
llumnni. one of • kind,”  Moschetti remembered. "But I did delight in 
i-mg him in one year wnen he (lew in late and Hap held the game for him a 
k> minutes An extrovert, extremely personable and likable. Red (util to 
u> a lew wstnls over the field mike. He noted the NBC championship logos 
»i IXII sleeves and said, 'Boulder better take a good, long look at those
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pmc lirt because were going In take them awsy tonight '
Mimtxin chortled "I think mv guys needed ■ mental lift and Red 

gave it in them We heal I aubxnks ami I innml, ‘ Yeah, Red, and we Mill 
gut those patches for 166 more days' "

Although healen by Fairbanks in a title game in 1974, IViulilcr won 
Imi more NBC titles Hie collegians snapped three straight for Alaska in 
'75. a result of a four nrn rally m ihr eighth inning In heal lie Pinners. 6-4 
Mile Cnlhern. Itiiuldrr right fielder, wit MVP ami Ihe Collegians' Don 
Hannah ihe leading p.uhn Hannah finished what he starlet) in the tide 
game, won on a homei hy designated hitler Terry Hogener and shnrlstup 
Wayne Krenchicki'a lie breaker.

Mosehetli's kids won a fourth lime in I97R. again as a result of a late- 
inning rally, breaking a lie game svillt Iwu runs in the eighth and ihrte in the 
ninth The final. 8 5. made il look as easy as Club Ferris did with his hat 
Mosehetli's muscle man hammered a two run bonier, giving him five fin 
Ihe lournsmenl. ami II Rflls Keilli Creel's seven inning relief peifmm 
ance yielded just one run

"Obviousl” “  rrcallesl llauldie, "I believed in good pitching, bui 
plenty of huM' . loo. as those lale inning victories would indicate Wl <n 
we firal went I• • ’Vichila. Boh Boyd, as a veteran major leaguer there, svas 
prophetic ’ I*1 7! heal you now because you're young and ynu'll male 
mistakes, hul iiu're coming.' ”

Young championship teams weren't all from Colorado or from Alaska 
For instance, Isa) hy Win Hayes, who would become a hard hitting out 
fielder-first baseman fui whom Ihe Ph.ladelphia Phillies later gave Cleve­
land a bundle of talent. Liberal of Kansas won the 1979 title.

The Bee Jays walloped Santa Maria, California, in the championship 
game. 9-2 Liberal's Ctaig McMurtry coasted with a one hitter for sir 
innings The Kansas team’s star pitcher, Mike Moore, was Most Valuable 
in the tournament, hul the final game star was the light-hitting shortstop, 
Gary D'Onofrto. The ninth hatter in Ihe l.ilieral line up, he hit .580 overall 
ami had three title game hits.

"And he nude all of the plays," wrote the Eaftr's Bob Lute, mindful he had seen another great one on the way up a couple of years earlier. Oi/ie 
Smith, a Gold Glir.e acrobat at shnttsfop for the St. Louis Cardinals as a 
52.100.00 superstar, was a skinny kid who came in from college on the 
west coast lo play the summer of 1976 for (Tatinda. Iowa.

Years later, like many a town team star put up hy folks in the 5.600 
population hamlet with which he played. Smith remembered the summer 
fondly. He also remembers what could happen in the NBC if, as will 
explained further about Ray Dumont in the next chapter, a team lost an early guiie.

"We had to be out there at 8 in Ihe morning, dew on the grass."

rrcallesl The Wirard o) Or, "but, you know, it was so early, it was quiet and 
prateful. kind of nice "

(Tirinda couldn't make il Smith's summer there The A'a second lots, 
dnppmg them to third place, came from eventual clumpion Fairbanks. But 
the small lowatnwn pe;listed In win the NBC in 1981, a salute In Ihe old- 
IxdiKincd concept P jmont favored Tfie A's, an they were celled, scored in 
the lata of the I Ids to heal heavily favored Liberal, 8-7.

The eaciting finish resulted ftorn an overthrew to first base Rusty 
Bonus scored from second, climaxing an unbeaten tournament record, 
flirirvla's third baseman, Keith Mucha, hit .550 to he MVP Teammate 
(hick Mathews nailed down outstanding pitcher recognition hy working 
seven inning of one-run relief.

Anodiei team, like Clatinda, that liad knocked at Ihe door and found 
o' one home, achieved its first championship the next year. 1982. Santa 
Maria, California, almost blew ileaily, fouled by Ancliorege in Ihe semifi­
nal.. II I. but the loss merely set up the extra game that always made Ihimoni pun.

Sanu Maria not only sum handily, 114, but first baseman Mike 
•stJirtc. headed for Ihe Nan Francisco Giants. hit as if he were . . . uh . . . 
Willie McCovry ;»r Orlando Cepeda or Willie Mays He drcvr in five runs. 
Hut. wail, right fielJer Dave Mangle was even bfllfr

II angle, headed for the Seattle Marine's, had one of the most fabulous 
limes in tournament history. He went for "5 for 5 ." helling two hornets 
aid driving in four runs The University ol California-Berkeley athlete had 
nevoid tying six home runs and, in addition, hatted 565 with 19 R Bis . As 
lut/ nosed, llangle won the NBC's TYiple Cnrwn-avcrage, homers, 
Rflls and had an astonishing 58 mu) bases and I . 188 slugging percent- i|e

The tournament's leading pitching effort, by marker) contrast with 
Bangle's hitting, was a iwo-hiber hy Anchorage's John Hoover in the first 
game between the two finalists. So even in defeat, Alaska, like Colorado. 
»as prevalent Yep, even when co-conspirators.

Moschetti remembered it. "One year when neither of us—none of us 
•hen you consider the two Alaska teams—was winning, our side got into a 
lair inning fight witn Anchorage Here I was, an old guy, trying lo break il 
up. when, suddenly. I heaid someone giggle. Darn if my club and Anchor­
age hadn't faked the fight for the fun of il. I'll het Dumont likrd lhal."

One Dumont might not have liked—and certainly Bauldie didn't--was 
a trick play that, Moschetti insisted, cost his leant $12,0110 and. more important, the NBC championship.

In a key game with Anchorage in I960, Bohby Meechrm. later an 
inlirhler with ihe New York Yankees, lifted what would have been a game- 
»inning home run over the right field fence. Trouble was. as Moschetti
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tvmrmhrred il, with only Iw  umpires working the game rather than Ihirr. \
the Alaskan right fielder had » nick up hii sleeve or, rather, another hall •» 
hu hip pnckrt An hr raced back lo Ihr wall, hr grabbed ihr bidden lull, 
wheeled and ihrrw lo ihr infieldAnother limr, Boulder lost • game >1 Wichiti when * trapped hi* 1
ilnvr wax ruled * legal nlch, wiling up an inning coding liiplr play "TV 
ump insisted llir mhri shorts'op h i) caught Ihr hall, hul wc knew hr 4 }
unnped II." Mnschetli shrugged off historyRauldir Iml another lough nnr, hul, al Im l, hr prompted Hap Du 1
rnoni io changr loumamrnl niles First. hoprftil ol krrping a promising 
•chedule, ihr promoter hrgan a program with a Miggy field and duhuaa 
•ealhrr prospects Boulder look a one-run lead inlo Ihr sixth inning, ha 
Ihr other side scored two hrforr rain washed oul ihr gamr •Thr short-order defeat, 2 I. cml Bouldrr a 15 game winning alrral tt }
Wjchita Moschetti protested Dumont couhln'l and wouldn't changr > 
legal length decision. hul hr did changr hu own luuinamrnl rules Ini it* 
future so lhal no gamr could hr cut short hy v.ralhri "That's Ihe wav H <hll 
is," aaid larry Davis" I mils Hap. hul I also misi larry Davis, Wichita and my kills," ud 
Moachrtti, who also is missed. A chunky man, hr wmr a bullnnrd up hi*. I 
lickrl, no maltri thr hral, and always scribbled his luir up on an nM 
cigarrtlr packageThe players, most of litem recruited hy Moschrlti ami able lo ws*l 
profitably in Ihr Rockies' beautiful summer recreation areas, miss ihe 'nU 
man," loo. Among them ire present nr former big leaguers such as Hub* 
Brooks, Boh llorner. Rich Daurr, Roy Smalley. nun Hnnton anil Hal 
Rulhven.Thr memories gush oul of Moschetti Like Pal Moriarily's gras 
outfield calch, grealtr throw and catcher Boh Andervm's nxk-rihhed uj 
lhal saved one championship game "The next day Ihe kid who Inrt) si 
howl over Anderson wound up with his arm in a sling "Anderson was a great quarterback and running hack on (he Univtnl) of Colorado football learn "I had a pretty good football team, loo," u*J 
Bauldie, "with three All Americas ai ooe lime-Anderson. Jim Sum it 
Texas and Mark Marcul of Stanford "Moschefli detested long hair, a youthful rebellion of Ihe IWH He 
ragged resisting first haseman Clay Westlake Finally il became either ur 
Next day Westlake showed up skin leaded. Big league scouts libbed M«a 
chetli as • martinet When Bauldie sympathized with a Mock player ovti aa 
abrasive thigh injured, suffered sliding, Ihe player corrected him "Thif i 
not a 'slrawheiry,' Coach, it's ■ 'black' heiry " Bauldie still hies thr 
courageous kid's crackA Colorado player who kip! the Collegians loose with his sense
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lium.it. Frank Caihiji), had a chance after a game with a lightly regard’ 
aim from Slater, Iowa Slater's pitcher we.s a young left handei who 
•urn ups indicated he was whal Ihe liadr s nils n "junk" pitcher, i e.. m 
»*h little velocity With control arid changr . os, the Slater pilrher shut o me met confiilent Collegians.

Afterward, Carbajal sympathired with in enpoishre,' Moschetti "F 
«*ry. Coach, but you ought to know we’d he buit - soon or Staler1"

Moschetti found solace in a sign ever more Ilian his team's pixy. Lilt 
Mater hmstnl a billboard al its village Emits according In Bauldie. T> ugn read

"THIS IS THK TEAM THAT BEAT TIIF BOULDER (COI.O f ill I FfilANS, THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONS "
(herill. from the lime the flaming mlhead, Boucliei, came to Alask >rih ams in his panes ami baseball as his idea nf a recreation and spcctalr 

q»*v ihe Iasi Frontier has been No. I in the NBC, as ie(lrctrd by those I 
tales anil II) runners up in the last 20 national louunamenis Bill, ciniousl) 
weigh it was Boucher and Ihe interior team, Far hanks, that broke the ic 
S’th ■ surprising second place in 1962, il was Anchorage, llie poll mclrop hi. lhal brought the first title to Alaska.

Ihr title of Anchorage would he shaied hy many, most certainly try i 
»«igh ulling, long time former general manager, Joe Armstrong. Amlior 
V  s nulname. Glacier Pilots, is as adventurous as (he nuin fur whom i 
»is namcil. Boh Reeve Reeve, later forming an Alaska airline, Bew -hr 
►xu north as a courageous pioneer iraleesl when otliers were* in tteesl llir• vlw. Filly, is t sponsor and director nf die ball club

Bui front and center in the fight for hraggin' rights in Alaska againsi trendly rival Boucher was Armstrong He succeedetl lohn Stepp as anchni 
run hu Anchorage. Al 72, balding a hean problem. Joe svas most helpful• xh this bool He's a native of Everett Washington, a former national 
(uxnliman fur years, he was a journeyman lineman and line lorenum in ( r l ' S ' i  upper Northwest

Armsunng moved lo Alaska in 1956ami became business manager for 
or tlfsirual programs for the new Alaskan stale Eld is. you might say he 
cvhJpfd Ihe i|iprenliceship of the ball players he helped lure lo Alaska
• Ih pud summer jobs, good competition and Ihe chance lo enjoy the gianl pren Inrest and streams al (heir summer's best.

We've never had too much trouble with our young men," observed 
Aiinslistng with his deep-toned chuckle, "because after you’ve had a kid 
srhud a jickhimmer all day and then on a hall field, he's mo tired for muhief "

Besides, the fishing is fetching, particularly the Irout, and only dve
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most slubtairn nr ilete rmwed or slaiiy eyed will s|mnl spate lime liymg » 
pan gold in ihr m i  about which fat k lamdnn wrote Aim llir Haiti of Ihr 
Yukon, Rnhrit W Sriurr, author nf " l lir  Shooting nf Dan Mifiiew.' 
•ml, at Spam lllusiniinl'i Hilliard W fohntinn niKril. ihr man whn
wrote" Thrrr air strange things ilnnr in Ihr midnight tun lhal would
make yiur Mood run toldIncluding ihr unlikely, j r . ,  hatrhall a: 'laska's prominence,
firried Aril whrn Boucher fact ulknl fnllct in 5 ,i»X) pnpulalinn Fanlnnki
for ihr Aral Aluka Hip In Wichila, 1962Thrrr, ynu'll rrcall, Fauhanka emir huinr only a run sluut hrhinJ 
champion Wichita (Dreamliners) Again, in 1964 whrn Tnm Sravrr war a 
I f  year old California kid. hound for USC ami a futurr lla ll of I tmr 
tarrrr in hig Iragur hatrhall, llir Pannrrs rnuldn'l win nw  Wichila t 
Service GlassSo il wit Anchorage lhal won il all, remarkable, in llir Cdaciri 1’ihti 
Aral araaon inraialrncr, 1969. Ihough Wichita’t  larry Davit recalled thw

HUSKIES FKOM TIIF. FAF NOKTII: 7 W  Huihuhlj playrn. Frrddir Hume 

(Ifft) an! Ron Afan-vIf. pm' «’»* ,hf "al ,amn'  MfCin-an Abukan hutl,

• atm from the 200,000 population lip had Irirtl prrvioutly Anchotage 
ad Aimtinirg copied lairhanks and Bouchers method of collecting turn- 
wo I all They had built a new park a frw yrara rather, named for a 
.hampnn of local progrrtj. William F. Mulcahy A manager obtained fnun 
Ihtpnun Collegr, Paul Drear, pul logrlhn Ihr Irim lhal hral liuihanks 
A* the Alatki tlale NBC” title Ihrn. al Wichila, llie (ilacicr Pilod whipped 
I4vral for the big title. 5 IAnrhnnge’i leading hitler, Chris Chaiubliis, a Aral taue husky who 
•n» on lo hit the long hall for Cleveland, the Yankees and Atlanta, waa Ihe Saering and hate running alar, as previously noled. Also, lack Brushed, 
•hu fnllrwnl coach Drear from Chapman, hit a decisive three-run homer
0 the eighth inning I .a ter, Biuahert would succeed Deeae in Ihe Anchor- 
V  utgimraimn

In 1*170 Anchorage had a team so good lhal ihe Pilots losl only *0 
Start all summer, hut in Wichila, facing a not l»cr NBC trophy champion, 
•Ittilr Boh Sulhvin of (irand Rapids, they losl twice in succession lo die 
Mihigm champs. 5-4 and 4 0 Anchorage out hit (irand Rapids, hul 
•ndJn i vilve • dandy left liamled itliever, Rusly (ierhaidl Working Avc 
SYriramet and winning three oul of llie bullpen, f !erlurdt allirwed only 
•■gha hilt in 17 innings, struck oul 22-and did not yield an earned run.

Suddenly there was a phenomenon almosl as colorful as the niidnight- 
«■ gsnie-hmm, wonder how come Hap Dumont never Iried lhal in 
»ihiu «nA dir lights?—and il reflected all of Alaska's respect for what 
furtwiki' Red Boucher did for baseball Inert, For eramplr, after Fair- 
“wWi flrti NBC foumament, persuading chaiepioe V/irhiU Dreamliners
1 iim< up for Ihe annual summer mldily.

I ter tie.ee, visiting teams liave come then and al oil-. ■ ‘ imes, varying 
tv hiwtull diet for learns tun wilh the front-nlTicr efflciency of many p atuurul leanu and heller than some.

Ihe longest-day-of-the-year game at the summer solstice offers a full 
i* nun ul daylight in die vast Thnina (Alley The high-noon-at-midnight 
win., apparently begun as far hack as 1906. Over Ihe years wilh more iwi ' shoe-homing inlo Growden [Ark—considering the small pops, 
•usilhe Yankees, foresample, wnuld have lo Acid 1,000,000 lo match die 
r/rdanse impact -  die game never has required artificial lighls. Fairbanks
• i mere 160 miles south of the Arctic circle, so Ihe sun is just beginning tr. 
«i-n ihe north as die game begins al 10:45 p.m. and some three hours later 
vanning In rise again Ymi’rt right—in the northli big" Anchorage. 361 miles soudi as dieenrw or eagle flies, envie., 
v aivniinn Fairbanks gels, i f  snot neatly so much at a result of phcrxime- 
»<t mentioned when ihe Hatfields and McCoys. Ihe Glacier Pilots and the ■ -.'fumvrs suddenly met not for Ihe stale title, but for Ihe national.

lot ihe liisl lime, Anchorage and Fairbanks crossed hats at Wichila in
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•  tide gamr in 1971 Ian nor. Jut Armstrong »n  netted a* when hr 
hustled down In San Dl.'gn a few years later (197ft) at one ««f die Ptl(4l' 
hnghlrsl graduates, Rand; limes, tappet) a 22 viclmy veattin with prrsen 
taliim nl Ihe <'y Young awaitl Ihe fn/slnl hair hlnnd, who still talki 
glowingly about his Alaskan eipetience. lied legrmlary Chlisly Malhew 
■ski's Ita im ) wilh 6ft plus consecutive innings without yielding a walk Pic Jones hoy pioneered Ihr big name Juluiea oI Alaska hattliajl, 
manifest in '71 v/Iko Anchorage right fielder Ilrute Bochle. headed foe the 
biga, pul on a powerful thow as MVP hilling 5(6 Cufioutly. gifletl Past 
Winfield, (lac University of Minnesota's Ihtee sporl super star, performed 
admirably for Fairhankj as a relief pilclierflul in lhal firrt title game confrontation of Ihe Alaska rivali, the dulch 
playei svas Iowa Slate's larry Corrigan Corrigan, who svsiuld return ai 
Am Imiage as an assistant coach, drove in a ninth inning run as the IMiti 
rappcsl an unbeaten tournament hy nipping lanhanks. 5-4A year later fail hanks won its fiisl NIIC title, managed hy Jim Dirts, 
whndeietve* a special how A formei tnllrgr tnlieliler (tom Oregon and 
aut tearful I trail coach al San Diego Slate, Diels came aboard for seven summers at Fairbanks and mmpilrd a brilliant UK 151 record, including 
seven successive trips to Wichita and four national liliesDiets, a company nun in Ihe finest jense nf Ihe wsmJ, not only had 
enough hobbiea nf his own -  gardening, carpentry, electrician, painter and 
a kids' counsrlnr-bul, he'd marshal lime in collect empty ilumimmi cans 
Why7 Because the aluminum had resale value, and Ihe summer Alaskan 
programs needed all die financial help possibleDiets, honored hy the NBC as Manager o f die Decade honor, was so 
good that when he'd left the Plnnrrn after panning champinnship gold for 
Fairbanks, Anchorage asked him lo come aboard in IVRI.By ihen, as noted, Fairbanks began a string of three straight champion 
slops that gladdened the competitive heart of Red Boucher, no longer 
active. 7hey won over Anchorage in '72. a result of a lie-breaking homer 
by Steve Swisher, 3 2. Swisher also wsiuldpliy hig league hall as a catcher The Mont (Aluahlr Player was San Diego's Kerry Dineen, Fairbanks 
center fielder, who hit 480 and stole five bases But reflecting llie versilil 
ily of Winfield, who could have signed oul of Minnesota in pm haskelhall 
and football, too, the future New York Yankee slugger hit Isvn hornets as 
Fairbanks' lefl fielder.Years later, reminiscing for Bob Luts, Winfield recalled, "I don't 
remember a lot about Wichita cacept for those bugs in Ihe trees- -those 
locusts-hul I know I had a pretty good tournament. When I went hack to 
Fairbanks later In speak, I wondered why a city man stayed in that small 
town for an entire summer, hul then I looked again al the majestic beauty <4 Ihe town Playing there allowed me to really mature. It's the best place in

the ciwntry lo play hall “
Ihe best al winning, too, al least hu (he moment Fairbanks became 

inly llie sitlh team to win hack to hack titles with s 16 6 victory over 
I iberal. Ksruis, in the 1973 final Falihanka' Gene Delyon hid three hits 
at the final, hul teammate lee lotg was voted most outstanding when he baled in even .500

A t.iherel nutfteldei lhal season, a Southern Cal rookie fintn San 
Angflo, Teaas, was Steve Kemp Kemp played to well for Ihe Bee laya that be nut only gut a full scholarship at USC- see, the colleges tcoulrd 
Aahita at well as die pros' - he was invited to laitbanks die following ttanmer

In 1974 when Fairbanks became the only team lo win three straight 
MW lilies, other than Fori Wayne wilh four in llie late '40s and a four year 
bnhilatrign in die early '60s, Kemp was the MVP The Goldpanners heat 
Holder, 7 5, ■ result ol a gtand slam crusher hy second baseman leif 
I Ilium in the fourth inning Fairbanks lefty Floyd Bannister, with a date in 
the majors like Kemp, pitched four innings uf pnKeclivr one hit relief 

Kemp voted for Liberal over Fairbanks as a summer visitor, scoring 
iw fm Kansas, lie voted for Wichila, too "livery summer I played in 
Kabila was good for me I don't know if I'd made the majors escept for 
tfsae summers As for l.theral, it was neat because il was first summer 
r»iy (rum home. I was the youngest guy on die team and played with guyj like Steve Rartkowski (pro football quarterback )

"My job at I.literal was cutting grass, hot (he better I played hall, the leu grais I cut."
With ■ long distance psrw-swiw that included legendary Jack OHwle, 

a v.iiui hu the Mnnlreal fispos wlm had coached for Anchorage since 
ivw.snd a magic voice on Alaskan radio, Dick Lobdell, Armstrong aet up 
■ tksin recollectirms One most interesting, I thought, was Lobdell s.

Ihil is, recalling the 1976 Wichita showdown between Anchorage and 
faubanks as the best ever After running hack a tape, t think he might he 
right lor one thing, over the course of that season's play. Fairbanks had 
bren unable to handle Anchorage back home, losing 14 nf 18 games Indie 
attiorul tournament each team heal die other liy a run in ealra innings, letting ip a classic filial

The final game, was scoreless into the 10 innings when Fairbanks 
leiimd baseman Jim Armstrong and firs! base nun Chick (Alley drove in 
runs Finishing magnificently as (he outstanding player, giving Fairbanks ■ 
uidi straight ippearance in die championship game and fourth NBC tide in for years, Greg Harris pitched ■ two-hitter, 2-0

Over the years as Boucher's replacement as Fairbanks' general man- 
reei. Don Dennis became die architect of die Alaskan league. After all, Faubanks and Anchorage couldn't play each other constantly. Dennis, a
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native of Pueblo, Colorado, and a graduate of South Colorado Slav, 
became a rpnrts wilier who discovered Ihe wonders of the NFIC when 
rtwrring for Ihe (irund Junilion Fa/flrBout he i. impressed wilh Dennis as business manager it Grand func­
tion, lured him lo Fairbanks with a combination newspaper baseball job 
Ultimately. Dennis became managing editor there and then general man­ager of the Goldpanners Mis success with Fairbanks and, as commissioner 
of Alaska for Ihr National Baseball Congress, is no greater than in persuad­
ing Kenai. rainier, Nonh Pule and Mat su In Field teams NiX bummers, 
either.7b illustrate, Kenai'a Peninsula Oilers won Ihe national championship 
in 1977, topping liiihanks in the tide game. 6-3. Fairbanks forced die 
lournimrnt to a seventh game hy heating Kenai earlier on title nighl, hut 
the Otlets won the title in thr I Ith inning of Ihe showdown. Mike Bod 
'?• kei, a World -Series pitching hero for Baltimore in I9R3, was the win 
ning pitchei. The decisive run, forced in, came on a base on halls to 
Kenai's llmvie Shapiro, who had done enough lo nuke opposing pitching 
limid. Ifr homrrrd and dnwe in four runtFairbanks, bark in the hig one, ripped Liberal pitching ace Mike 
Moore eatly in the championship game, 1980, and sssm by an 8-4 score 
Moore hadn’t suffered a tournament loss in seven decisions. Center ficldct 
Kevin MrRrynolds nf Liberal, driving in Iwn runs and tournament MVP. 
was another hig-league of the future.Anchorage and Fairbanks were runners-up in 1982 and 1983, to Santa 
Maria, California, and to Grand Rapids. Michigan. As mentioned, Mike 
Mangel was ‘he poor man's Babe Rudi fivr Santa Maria in the First instance. 
11 -4. In Ihe second the Sullivins of Grand Rapids hit as hard as boss man 
Bob could roar, helling at a team average of .370, romping over Fnirhanks 
in the finale, II IOnly once was Grand Rapids reduced lo tepid lap water in that one, a 
tournament in which designated hitter outfielder Curt Morgan drove in 17 
runt and wsm the MVP award. TTie Sullivans were shut out hy Hutchinson. 
Katuaj, early in Ihe tournament. TTiey call it "Sully Ball," the clnse-lhr 
gates-mercy mauling adminislradon by Grand Rapids, beginning agsm 
with an opening 19 I walloping of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, in 1984 and 
climaxed with an 8-2 title-game triumph over Liberal.Before losing one game lo Anchorage. 10-7. Grand Rapids had a 28 
game winning streak and. gaining their fourth title and second straight, had 
never finished lower than fifth in eight tournament seasons. Commented 
sponsor field forenun Sullivan, "All wr do is play like a learn—to win " 

A coveted third straight was denied Sullivan, however, as Liberal came 
back for manager Mike Boulanger in '85, beating the North Pole Nicks tf 
Alaska in Ihe last game, 6-2. Earlier in the tournament, the Nicks handed
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the Bee lays their only loss. 8-4. When Liberal's Kerry Richanlaon dnu- 
Ned and hotnem'. driving in three tutu, he summed up Libenl'a third NBC tide:

"Wr ctt/ui diem that one."
The NBC kumament finals in 1986 and '87 were hy the same acore. 

II 8 In the first instance. Anchorage came hack lo the winner's circle over 
Grind Rapids. In ihe second, die Mal-Su Miners of Alaska wsm over the Wichita Broncos

Reflecting the intentily of NBC competition, Anchorage's ailing old- 
purd guy, Joe Armstrong, chortled in recollection of his greatest thrill. 
"Watching Sullivan walk cut o( tlie park with hia head down." old Joe needled the man from Michigan.

Those guys from Alaska are a hardy breed, which you'd eapect if you 
tpcin much of the time anuw deep in Lower Slnbbovia, but they laugh more 
thin they swear and. obviously, win more than they lose.

The, chuckled amusedly over a story written by a reporter fascinated 
either with his own imagination or Mickey Halcher's. lie wrote (hat die former University of Oklahoma football-baseball player leaped onto an ke- 
floe in Cook Inlet back in 1976 and wrexded a polar bear. SUM, they 
h knowledge, he did want to pet a wild black hear cub on a return Irntn Pilmer to Anchorage.

As Red Boucher could have told Matcher from lhal trip with "Mid­
night" to Wichila. where Ihe bear left its print on the lown and on Bou 
diet's posterior, a hear is tv. thing to fool about, especially if, as likely, a 
tub's momma il likely l/i he a quick trundle around. Mickey, they figure, 
msildnT have been able to flop entertainingly around the bases on a muddy 
>lj). like a trained seal, much less become an NBC graduate wlto reached the majors.

At Ihe lime this hook was prepared, Anchorage had 21 graduates in the 
nuprrs Fairbanks had sent 99 over Ihe years into the hig leagues. Al the 
moment, Ine Armstrong was keeping up a pen-pal relationship with Mark 
McGwire , the pink-cheeked Oakland slugger who set a rookie record for Nimeis in the majors, 39, in 1987.

They tell tall tales about home runs, just as they do th-'ir fishing and 
gone in Alaska. Thry remember three hit in one game by rat gy Dave 
Kingman, a colorful major-league character With Fairbanks, as Lon Den­
im remembered. Kingman, a hermit in (he majors, lived on the nvcr and >night and cooked his own breakfast.

One game llie ill-or-nothing-il-all punster hit two home r ms before the opposition, far behind, brought in a new pitcher, Dick Baldwin, who 
»ji teased to “ lay one in there" in a desire to see how far Kingman could hu it

They still talk about the third one. "Over the fence and over house
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«p»r the street." they say.I d liked ui see (hit one. I guess Ijiny Davis would, loo Saluting Joe 
t'tnri is the Hmer Wichita State University Mat became an NBC star 
• sh Bisilder >1 j  a big league power hitter al Cleveland, the tournament 
ncMiiivt recalled the longest bill he’d e»er seen hil al Wichila:

"Over ihe left-center field fence ind tgainsl the Metropolitan Baptist church on ore bounce, rolled across McLean boulevard and ended up In 
he over “

Oris kumired il. Hap Dumont would have measured it—and added a k» fret
Yeah, and Hap would have gurgled with joy around his cigar when the 

tvM tournament not only ended pe naps more dramatically than any 
pnmudy, but also gave the NBC its first northwest champion since the 
[iron tdrrgon) Red Sos lopped Ihe field in I95R Dumont would have tilnj that

Urn one gave the state of Washington its first champ.nn.ship and pul an 
rf»ns irymg Midlothian. Illinois, into a state of shock. The game with the 
l.rirtt Merchants teeterrd like the scales of justice

Fverest. using the strong-armed relief work of Dave Wong, labelled the 
isjtiument's Most Valuable Player, went into the ninth with a one-run 
tnd but the weary Wong filtered and yielded a two-out homer lo Mid Sos 
' jt» fielder Joe Lorens. Midlothian, which had vaulted lo a whopping six- 
on lead in the first inning, was on top because Lorrtu, probably the most 
rtstne slugger never to get the headlines, walloped his first home run, a 
pm] slam

fcvrretl lied it in the home ninth. A Thai named O. Sobotta, a Univet-
uf Washington student who had 12 hits in 26 trips, doubled down the 0(hi held line lo send the game into extra innings, 9-9.
Midlothian threatened to win again in the lllh . The irrepressible 

Lon; tned once more with a two-out single to right field, attempting to 
uive Paul Stevens fmm second. However, on a bang-bang play at the plate, 
■ HAI.uupul it, Ryan Davis's strong throw enabled cilclier Thty Rusk lo 
•ukr a diving lag Plale umpire .Scott Griffith's "out" call cost Midlothian 
i run and put manager Howie Minas into a rage. Griffith gave the heave-ho 
v the While Sox skipper

In the 12th. however. Midlothian made the call seem academic when 
tr An stored twice. Again, Everett was within an nut of a long ride home, 
va the Merchants tied (he score and then Rusk hit a pilch high into left field 
•d met llie wall. The three-run homer gave Everett a remarkable 14-11 

and the title.
Kan' There's a typical NBC encore. Losing manager Minas, who had 

»sj in pinth off the plate unip's head, svas called fmm the concourse, 
•ivir he had seethed in mounting angt . and was given (he annual Hap
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The trophy is Kivrn annually lo "• person who has made a signifkars 
eontiibutiotUn amitrur baseball " Howie wasn't happy, hoi. Map. he * u « 
gracious spoilsman After all. he didn't suggesi the NIIC make an impor- 
sihle disposition of Ihe hauble lhal must have seemed like a Nioliy prur

I min the real good jukebox in a 
glut mar thr ballpark In Wichila 
Seriously, what sticks out in my mind 
about the NBC is that like playing 
thrrr mu like playing in a college 
all star tournament. You got a 
dunce to see guys about whom 
um'd heanl from other schools. 
Ihry were good. So were their 
uams. ”

-ROV SMAI.LKY, Jr.. laflrMsr, Usaa Raapn. Mkaar rota TWIim, Nnr Ybrk Viaknr, Chicago WkHe Soa, ITO. MBC: Boulder (1'olonnlo) C'ofkgUna, I97I-7J; Alaska Cloekr nidi. 1971.13
S m i le s  o f  R e c o l l e c t i o n
F i’ina Pied Piper of poodles, followed hy d o g s  on his appointed two- 

mile rounds as a newsboy, lo a prematurely aged, arthritic man who 
still hadn’t owned a dog, yel loved them. Hap Dumont was a man of 

thancler and a character. People loved him, loo. even though he was, turves lo drooling over his cheap cigars, ■ slob.
Probably only one man ever put Hap and his habit into his place, but 

lhal wasn't had because, as Larry Davis remembered, il look the President »■ Jo n Or ihe es-Prtsidenl. anyway.
Back in 1953, shortly after leaving the While House, Harry S. Thiman 

ayirrd in fly in from Kansas City lo be honored hy the NBC in Wichita. En 
nsjir in a car from the airport lo a hotel downtown, the blunt former chief 
rmutive watched Dumont suck on a cigar,

177
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'Throw Owl damn ihmg mil the window," Ml Truman tniiimandnl 
llumnni didCuriously, though II? smoked m downed right In IB tigers a ilf> 
dropping them in ashtrays spread armiml his office nr nn corners ol drill 
or even In his dr.sk. Dumont rarrly smoked al home Isir one. I ’d he 
im lined to credit lire iniiinidaiion of spit iml polish Anil llumnni, his mu 
ami nice wife After ill. as menlioneii, "Annie" would nuke him lakcid 
his slows like • Jipanev whrn rnlrruig Ihe homellriself, Mis thmnml, slill spry iml lashionahlr and looking youngrr 
than her yrars, wlwievei lliey ire. had li different viewol llap ami Inscigu 
In effect, the frit, a carryover frsmi a childhood pacifier."I Ihink he neeslesl • cigar only In silm him in mined company." the 
recalled " Al home. Ihe only time Ite'il ever light up would lie il cornpin)
came."Ann might lie wrong for instance, (lap's slaughter, Nancy (imisrn 
made an amusing point when talking affectionately atmtil her failiet 
Nancy, youngest of the three raisesl try Ann and Nip, is a registered nurse 
marries) to a farmer. Julius Oouvrrt, living outside ol Kingman The |u»i 
is 63 miles ssrsi of Wichili, liet husbands faun about IS miles Irnm lr 
Joseph's llnspilal, where she works"Although Diddy wasn't atouml a lot of limes, hr svas afferlionaie. 
she recalled "He'd romp on the flnnr wilh us ami, especially, lie liked u> 
play games wilh us, particularly poker."Ann questioned poker, hul I didn't, certainly not when Nancy haJ 
added. "IJadily tried to show us how bluff."Son Ray Wesley, a service veteran ami formei Texas sports editor who 
lives in Wichita, ami stepson Ray Eden probably would agire Ann's son 
37. is deputy insurance investigator fnt the stale of Oregon al Salem I ska 
Nancy, Ray Eden also has two children.Traditionally, the semnr Dumonts would visil the Oouveits on Cbml 
mas Eve llap liked In see Ihe kids open presents "But I think," Nawj 
recalled, smiling, "he liked most to grl oul w play wilh the dogs and to Iml them. Even though dugs followed him constantly when lie was a Iwy, he hal 
none of his own "Raymond II Dumont was the only child nf a family wilh limited 
means His father, Charles Belmont Dumont, who sold building steel, dud 
relatively young As a breadwinner early, an honor student who rarrh 
cracked a hook as a valedictorian. Hup indulged himself only in mimes 
and. from early school rlays, wiji double-dippesl ice cream from an si) 
Wichila landmark, Cirti's—for breakfast Later, still sweet toothed, hr 
favored chocolate milk poured over ice cubes.Eating with Dumont-briefly, as a young man he gave it the high itra 
spelling of "fluMonl" -was a topsy turvy experience, as indicated earlvi

sat mentioned often in interviews try close friends ami relative strangers. 
In. nrn halting mil of turn in meal courses, llap had his likes more than ibdikrs

As Ann recalls, he wanted virtually only beef served at home, psefcra 
N) gnaiml heef and willed lettuce. Nancy noted he liked akle iliihea of K»ghriti and meatballs. I can vouch that, as they indicate, he preferred 
(house fmid Truth is, though, eating was only a necessity, not a cmnpul- 
u« with die dreamy, absent-minded professor of promotion

As menlmnesl, Dumont seldom iraveled, allhough Vie did like to go to 
dm ago for the annual sporting goods convention. Charles Cookson found 
ruing wuh him and sleeping in die same room cm diese junkets a frustra-

"It wisn't that Hap svas cheap, but he was financially conservative," 
l ■•■lie said "So we'd double up ami I had a tenihlr time sleeping in llie 
wo hnl ticeause he snoied so loudly, sawing wood contentedly " fating1

I Am/ a hard lime keeping him fmm eating dinner at a drugstore 
•unirr " said Cookson "Enr him. a bowl of soup, a rlieese samlwich ami • l« ul (onversalion were enough "

Cmikson, like all others who worked closely with Dumont, was awed 
m the weight nf the man's correspondence, the rapidity of his dictation and 
umitlmgMss to use the telephone long-distance long after the telegram 
u l hern outdated as ihe best form for rapid communication.

A telegram figured in one of die belter—and amusing-episodes lhal 
idlesi nn the far-out flaw of the man who could concentrate so deeply on a 
rnfleni or promotional scheme. Al a time Western Union had dispensed 
•ah its uniformed delivery hoy in favor of whichever guy might he aviil- 
*Ne, Dumont awaited a wire courier am) an out-of-state NflC commis- wner he was eager lo meet.

They arrived virtually in a doorway dead heat, the Western Union guy ■d tlv NI1C subsidiary. Dumont rushed forward quickly and—.
"Yeah," said Cookson, ''shook the hands of the Western Union man 

ud handed the outgoing message lo die startled baseball visitor."
larry Davis can match examples of the mental intensity that picked Hap iff hase Either Hap or an assistant heal a path to llie downtown post 

Tfxt in Wichita . One day when Davis drove him, Dumont decided he'd go •  snd gel the mail himself.
lariy wiiched Hip shuffle oul of Die post office, taking mincing steps. Jerks bulged out around the dripping cigar, eyas down as lie rifflesl Ihe 

xud ui figure from envelopes what treasures might be enclosed. Head Awn. Hip got into the car parked ahead of Davis's
Ihe amused friend decided to watch. Dumont began to open the mail. 

Iw>n waited. More envelopes were opened. Larry honked the horn. No




