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Introduced: 2/12/90 _ 6-2111A
Referred: HESS, and State Affairs

BY REP. ELLIS, Finkelstein, Brown, Menard, Koponen

V./uCil

IN THE HOUSE
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 82
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Supporting a Police Corps program.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS in 1948 there were approximately 3.32 police officers for
every violent crime that was committed in the United States, but today the
ratio has been reversed and, for every police officer, there are approxi-
mately 3.1 violent crimes committed in the United States; and

WHEREAS Senator Jim Sasser has introduced in the United States Senate
S.3. 1299, a bill that would establish a Police Corps program in order to
improve the quality and increase the size of the police force of the United
States; and

WHEREAS the Police Corps program would provide student loans to per-
sons who agree to be full-time members of a local police force af‘er grad-
uation and, when a person has completed the four years of police service
after college, the federal government would assume repayment of the loan
the person received under the Police Corps program; and

WHEREAS the Police Corps program would assist young people in attend-
ing college, and at the same time increase and diversify the nation’s law
enforcement resources; and

WHEREAS the Police Corps concept has been welcomed by law enforcement
officials across the country and has received bipartisan support in the
United States Congress;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature encourages the United
States Congress to include in the proposed Police Corps program Alaska
state troopers and village public safety officers; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the
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establishment of a Police Corps program under S.D. 1299, as amended to
cover Alaska state troopers and village public safety officers, and encour-
ages the United States Congress to support the bill with the suggested
amendment.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Dan Quayle,
Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the
Honorable Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives;
the Honorable Jim Sasser, U.S. Senator; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens
and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don

Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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HJR 82: SUPPORTING A POLICE CORPS PROGRAM
Questions and Answers

Q: What is the Police Corps?

The Police Corps 1is modeled after the R.O.T.C. program. It
would give loans to pay for the college education of
participants who agree to be TfTull-time members of the local
police forces after graduation. After the graduates complete
four years of Ffull-time police duty, the government would
assume repayment of the loans.

Q: How will this help fight crime?

It would help Tfight crime by putting 100,000 new police
officers on the streets — an increase of 40 percent iIn the
nation®"s police manpower. This not only provides a
significant deterrent to committing crimes, but also results
in a higher number of arrests.

Q: How will it work?

Participants would be selected competitively by the Office of
the Police Corps, which would be established as a part of the
Justice Department. During their college summer vacations,
the Police Corps students would be given special physical and
police training. After graduation, they would join state or
local police departments as regular duty officers for four
years.

Q:  Who would participate?

The Police Corps will recruit students 1into an extremely
competitive application process, which will ensure that the
program attracts young men and women who are among the
brightest and most talented 1iIn the country. Bring these
students, many of whom would not have considered police
service before, iInto the war against crime will be one of the
biggest benefits that this program will give to society.

Over time, the Police Corps will become a routine point of
entry™ into the law-enforcement community. Students with
ambition to become judges, prosecutors, or criminal lawyers
will vie for spots in the Corps, adding to the competitiveness
of the program and ensuring that 1in the future, these
professions will attract more people who understand and
sympathize with the complexities, dangers, and difficulties of
police work. This will help to unify society"s efforts to win
back our streets.



Q: Who will benefit from the Police Corps?

There are several beneficiaries of this program. The simplest
answer to the question, though, 1is that everyone will gain.
Our streets will be safer, our lives less constricted by the
terrifying fear of crime, and our society TfTilled with people
who understand the realities of law enforcement.

Members of minority communities 1iIn particular will benefit
from this program. Poor, black neighborhoods have been the
ones hardest hit by crime.

Obviously, the students who enroll in this program will stand
to gain from it also. Police Corps students will have their
lives changed in a profoundly positive way by having their
tuition paid and through service to their country and
community.

Q: Hoy; has this idea been received?

The Police Corps has been welcomed by law enforcement
officials across the country, including representatives of
some police unions. In the news media, support has come from
such divergent sources as William F. Buckley and The
Progressive. Newspapers like the New York Times. The New York
Daily News. The Philadelphia Inquirer, and the Los Angeles
Herald-Examiner have all given their editorial endorsement.

In short, this is a concept that all Americans can get behind,
which 1is a great part of 1its value and appeal. This
widespread support sends a clear message: that America Iis
ready to take on crime and to reward those who choose to join
that fight.
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S'EWSWEEK : MARCH 5. 1990

C an ahybrid of a domestic

Peace Corps and ROTC
help bring peace to city
streets? Next month the Sen-
ate will consider the Police
CorpsAct,aprograminwhich
25,000 participants a year
would commit to two sum-
mers of training and four
years of police work after col-
lege. In return, the govern-
ment would repay up to
$i0000 a year in student
loans. Developed by lawyer
Adam Walinsky, a former
aide to Robert Kennedy, the
programappealstobothliber-
alsand conservatives. "Itwill
accomplishtwohighnational

JAn the Beat: ROT& for Cops

priorities—stronger law en-
forcementand improved edu-
cation,” says Pennsylvania
GOPSen. Arlen Specter.
Notall police professionals
like the idea. Some seeit asa
costly (an estimated $1.7 bil-
lion bythe year: « « o )way for
college kidstotry police work
for personal gain. But New
YorkCityPolice Commission-
er Lee Brown says it could
bolster a profession in which
theaverageeducational level
istwoyearsofcommunitycol-
lege. It might also broadenci-
vilian understanding of cops.
IPmore policymakerswalked
a beat, says American Uni-

HOBEKT MMAS L HNKVBAKER: §
Brown, once Mgg% Booeeer-(f’!]

versity professor James Fyfe,£?
"maybe we wouldn’t be disn-"
cussinginnercity crimeona:
fifth-gradelevel.”
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