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BY REP. ULMER, Koponen

IN THE HOUSE
^ HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 64

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the placement of Alaska on 
national maps.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS Alaska has been a state in the United States fo r  the past 31

years and is part of the continental United States; and
WHEREAS on maps of the United States, Alaska is often placed in a box 

south of California and is sometimes completely le f t  o f f  the map; and
WHEREAS the misinapping and nonmapping of Alaska is found even today in

the pages of Newsweek, Time, the New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times,
as well as many other newspapers and magazines, and is even found in the 
art department of the graphics division of the Associated Press and in the 
map department of United Press International; and

WHEREAS most school geography textbooks the pub­
l isher of wall maps and road maps, s t i l l  place Alaska in a box south of 
California ; and

WHEREAS the national newspaper, USA Today, reconsidered i ts  map policy 
for Alaska and now places Alaska in the northwest corner of a l l  o f  i ts maps 
of the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfu l ly requests 
that a l l  major United States magazines, newspapers, textbook publishers, 
and map pnhlishpr^, -i n̂ iu<i4.np Rrmd McNally^/ fol low the lead of USA Today in 
placing Alaska in i ts correct geographical position on maps of the United 
States, in the noithwest corner.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the editors of a l l  major 
United States magazines, newspapers, textbook publishers, and map

HJR064A -1- HJR 64
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  
M EM O RAN D UM

TO: Rep. Red Boucher, CMair
Members^House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Rep. Franju(^er
A

DATE: January 24, 1990

RE: HJR 64

Three years ago a local Juneau editor, Dan Bloom, began a nationwide 
campaign to ask publications to put Alaska where it belongs on maps 
of the U.S., in the Northwest corner, not off the coast of California.
At that time, concerned Alaskans wrote to the national newspape 
USA Today, and convinced their editorial staff of the importance of 
the correct placement of Alaska on their national maps.

Subsequent campaigns to sway other publications have not been as 
successful, but columnists throughout the U.S. have been writing 
stories on this idea and have asked people to write to Dan Bloom 
with their comments. Already, thousands of letters of support for 
this idea have come to Juneau.

Last year, in a national study of high school students, an astounding 
number of students were found to be geographically illiterate. 
Considering the publications they view daily, its not surprising that 
they are unable to place a state 1/5 size of the country anywhere 
near its correct position on national maps. In a small way, HJR 64 
will help America's students by asking major publications to place 
Alaska correctly on U.S. maps.

District 4B —  Juneau 

P.O. B o w  » Juneau. Alaska 998 1 1 -3 1 0 0 • (9 0 7 )4 6 5 - 4 9 4 7



THE REAL S I Z E  OF ALASKA

Alaska: America ’s la rgest state

I



I s n ’ t  A laska s t i l l  in  the Northwest?

‘W I seatub
iiakfsfV SPOKANE‘'■a’iQSr   _ljagggy PORTLAND BILLINGS

\  REDDING 
J  j  RENO

[  SACRAMENTO 
STOCKTON $fSAN \ 

m  FRANCISCO

saltlakeT am | DENVER

LOS
ANGELES

D o  y o u  fr e q u e n t ly  c a l l  a n y  o f  th e s e  c i t ie s ?
EXECULINES OF THE NORTHWEST, IN C  PROVIDES UP TO 40% 

SAVINGS ON CALLS MADE TO 13 CITIES
Execulines of the Northwest, Inc., is proud to offer our exclusive “ On- 
N et”Program  to local businesses. As the  only local com pany with its 
own digital network, Execulines is pleased to pass on trem endous 
savings on all long distance, and particularly on calls m ade to som e 
of the most frequently called cities in the  United S tates.

PROVIDING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO OUR CUSTOMERS'LONG DISTANCE NEEDS.

1333 Lincoln Suite 2 Bellingham, W A  98226 (206)676-1100 or 1-800-343-5364

i l i f t ®  D(t q © o



Don't N ew Yorke rs  k n o w  w h er e A l a sk a .is?

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1989
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W eather
Highlight
Powerful Hurricane 
Hugo will threaten 
the Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico to­
day and tonight, 
Conditions will im­
prove slowly in the 
Leeward Islands.

Today’s Sunshine and Clouds

GUADELOUPE

PARTLY \ _  
CLOUDY

MOSTLY CLOUDY

storms occur along the northern coast 
ot California. This month is usually one 
of Ihe warmest and driest for the region. 
More showers are expected for today

along the coast with the first snow ol 
Ihe season likely to fall in Ihe northern 
Sierras tomorrow as very cold air aloft 
pushes itself inland.

ern Pacific. San Francisco reported 
thunder and rain, an uncommon event 
in September.

Only once in five years do thunder­

J

i
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I s  t h i s  why some A laskans  a re  tan  a l l  y e a r  long?

Alaska
59.1%

Hawaii
54.5%

NH.
59.7%
Mas*. *
60.9%
R.l.
62.7%
Coon.
64.2%
NJ.
60.9%
Dot. •
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Md. •

60.0% • r
D.C.

d )* tv54.0%

Source: Census Bureau The Associated Press ,'■•1

All of this started, you might say, in 18677 
/hen the United States bought Alaska from 
he Russians for chump change, a little over 
7 million. Ever since then, mapmakers here 
ave been having a tough time figuring how 
3 Include it on maps. Usually it winds up 
'oatlng off the California coastline.

I  want you to know I  support youn 
campaign to put Alaska on the map. One 
day I would like to snowmobile to Alaska. 1 

L.M. Silversides, Redford

A l a s k a ’ s  o n  

t h e  m a p ,  b u t  

o f f  i t ,  t o o

/  think your idea about Alaska is great. /  
have had no luck trying to locate Hope, 
Alaska, on the mop. Can you help me? 

Madeline McDonald, Canton

Lew 
M oores

W h y  c a n ’ t  

A l a s k a  b e  

o n  t h e  m a p ?

R o n  
H u d s p e t h  J -*l%

A l a s k a n  i s  t ir e d  o f  

g e t t in g  d e e p  f r e e z e



A ve ry 'b ad  map., as we know A laska has i t s  share o f  ea rthquakes .

i '*
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Earthquakes in the U.S.
The vulnerability of various parts of the country to earthquakes

| ~[ No damage

g H ] Susceptible to | Susceptible uj M  Susceptible to 
minor damage '— * moderate damage major damage

Source: National Academy ol Soenoae  1-------------- AP/Robeft Doming d m
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F i g u r e  4. l u m a o r  n't .\:>suii

Persons by %.30
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Asian An<j Pacific 
Isiandef Peisons 

100 000 of mo<« 
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F i n a l l y ,  a v e r y  good and c o r r e c t  map. ( I t  can be d on e . )
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I N S I D E  T H E

B E L T W A Y

________________ Geography io&son________________
Dan Bloom is a Juneau journalist who was a cartoonist for The Wash­

ington Star and ex-editor of an Alaska weekly newspaper. But mostly he is 
a man with a cause He wants to put his state on the map at least roughly 
where it ought to be: northwest of Washington state.

"A lot of maps in newspapers tend to leave Alaska off entirely or put 
it in a box south of California,’’ he complained by phone the other day. 
Obligingly, he sent a hand-drawn map (above) to show the way he thinks 
the media’s maps should look. Son of.

Dan is not an unreasonable man. He recognizes the space problems 
that newspaper makeup men face. “You could probably take a little out of 
South Dakota and Iowa if you needed to make room.” he said. "That’s all 
flyover country anyhow. Or maybe a chunk of Tfexas."

And since Alaska is one-fifth the size of the Lower 48, he doesn't 
expect it to be in scale.

What worries Dan is kids like the 10-year-old girl in Michigan who 
heard about his campaign and put Alaska northwest of Washington on a 
geography test. The teacher marked it wrong and told her, "Alaska belongs 
in a box off California."

A resolution asking mapmakers and editors to stop "mismapping 
Alaska" will be introduced in the state legislature next month. Attempts to 
canvass members of Alaska's congressional delegation yesterday were 
unavailing. They were either traveling or back home, and who can blame 
them? With the weather we've been having, wouldn't you rather be sui,. 4 
yourself in Baja California — even in a box?
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R e p o r t e r s  f r o m  O u t s i d e  
b e c o m e  a c c i d e n t a l  t o u r i s t s

B y  D U S T Y  R H O D E S

Daily News reDorter AnckciVy, |4 (c»S fct f.
sed to  be. th e  on ly  tim e A lask a  got 
m en tioned  on  th e  n a tio n a l m o rn ing  
new s w as w h en  th e  w eath erm an  
w as d e sp e ra te  to  fill h is segm ent. : 
H e m ig h t m en tio n  th e  snow fall in  
A nchorage b y  g estu rin g  to  a  
fram ed , m in ia tu re  o u tlin e  o f our 

s ta te , lead ing  sleepy  A m ericans to believe 
th a t  A lask a  is an  is lan d  ab o u t one th ird  the  
size ot T exas, k ep t in  a  box o ff the coast of. 
C alifo rn ia . _

But d u rin g  th e  p as t y e a r  and  a h a lf, the 
n a tio n a l m edia have been  forced to  give 
A lask a  m ore a tte n tio n  th an  ra re , random  
rep o rts  on snow fall. B etw een  th e  trap p ed  
w hales an d  th e  cold w a v e  and  the  oil sp ill 
and  M ount R edoubt, A la sk a  h as  p ro b ab ly  
got m ore m edia a tte n tio n  in  th e  past 15 
m onths th a n  in  th e  p rev io u s 15 years. ' • 

G ran ted , m ost of th is  recent A lask a  new s 
has been p a te n tly  bad new s. E ven  the  w hale 
rescue h as  been denounced  as a  silly , *
high-priced  circus. . . ,

B ut th e re  w as a b r ig h t side to  th is  sudden  
focus on A lask a . R oving rep o rte rs  from  . jr.';. 
O u tside becam e acc id en ta l A lask a  to u ris ts , 
and  som e fe ll in  love w ith  A lask a  and  , Jv
A laskans. T hey  w en t b ack  to  th e ir  
hom etow ns sound ing  b e t te r  th a n  cru ise ship 
brochures, ta lk in g  ab o u t o u r a p p a re n tly  . y: 
un ique " s p ir i t ."

(Of course, since m an y  o f th em  h ailed  ,~.:y. 
from  sm oggy, crow ded, c rim e-ridd led  cities 
like Los A ngeles, New  Y o rk  o r  Washington,ft!)

, . .j ' n .

Number of times Alaska stories 
appeared in major media

*'• • ! •: " - ‘ Mi
THE NEW YORK TIMES -V;;
1908 90 (13 trapped whales)
1989 193 (141 oil spill)

MAJOR MAGAZINES ' .
1988 60 (9 trapped whales)
1989 120(71 oil spill)

NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO
1987 25
1988 37 (5 trapped whales)
1989 125 (102 oil spill)
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Dan Bloom’s mad and he’s 
gotten USA Today to listen

B y Im re N emeth
W hen WillnrH Scott gives the 

w eather forecast every m or­
n in g  on N R C 's Today Show 

(and in between grim aces nt H rvan t 
Gum bal). illum inated  behind bis a th ­
letic body is n m ap  of the  U nited 
S ta tes. All th e a p p ro p ria teh ig h  p res­
su re system s, low pressure system s, 
warm  fronts, cold fronts and  sto rm s 
are  illustra ted  in g raph ic  — although 
som ew hat rn rtnony  — detail.

A fter he points out all the hot spo ts 
and  cold spo ts an d  w ishes happy  
b irth d ay  to a few cen ten arian s who 
should 've died years enrlier. he m ay 
lean to the  left o f the screen far 
enough so th a t viewers can  see the 
las t two ignored sta tes. U sually , he 
pays abso lu tely  no a tten tio n  to A las­
ka and H aw aii an d  focuses on the  
I.ower 48.

If he were to realize it. both the hot 
and cold sp o ts  for the  nation  would 
probably he in th e  49th and 50th  
s ta tes . •• • — «'■

T he problem  fand  the po in t to th is  
story) is. ne ith e r o f  the a fo rem en ti­
oned s ta tes  is represented geogra­
p h ically  in tact. T hey  ap p ear in e x a s ­
perated  size and  in little boxes in the 
lower left som ew here near Baja C ali­
fornia. T his fact is repeated on m ost 
m aps puchased in th is  country.

Ju n eau  resident D an Bloom finds 
th is  a ltope ther irrita tin g . I t’s not im ­
possible. he say s , to depict the  s ta te  
of A laska in its  rightful position a s  a 
part of the N orth American continent.

T hree  years ago while editor o f 
J u n e a u ’s C apital C ity Weekly, he 
took the  fight to free the s ta te  from 
the box to the public.

T he au th o r and  part-tim e teacher 
wrote an  editorial ca lling  for Ju n eau  
residen ts  to w rite a letter to the n a t­
ional new spaper USA Today to con­
vince its editorial s ta f f  of the im por­
tance o f A lask a ’s true  location. For 
som e reason the  response w as s tro n g  
enough to b ring  the editors over to 
B loom 's way o f th ink ing . T he cu r­
rent na tio n al w eather m aps in th a t 
publication  represent A laska as a 
real place — without a box border.

"We ran a headline when they 
ehnnged their policy th a t read. ‘When 
Ju n ea u  talks. USA Today lis ten s.’" 
Bloom said.

Subseq u en t cam pa igns to ot her pub­
lications weren't asRUceessful. Bloom 
h im self either wrote or called all 
so rts  of m ajor m agazines and  new s­
papers — including the New York 
T im es, L A . Tim es. Newsweek and a 
h o st of o thers — to en list aid in the 
venture. M ostly, he m et with opposi­
tion, M any were in terested  in the 
concept, even if their g raph ics depart­
m ent said it w as an  im possibility. 
His correspondence with colum nists 
paid off. At least 25 w rote stories on 
the  idea and m any  included Bloom’s 
ad d ress  as he had  reouested to m ea­
sure the response later.

He received more th an  2.000 post­
ca rd s  and  letters from all over the 
country.

"O ne six th  grade girl wrote and 
sa id . ‘I w as m arked w rong for put­
ting  A laska in the N orthw est. The 
teacher said  it belonged in a box in 
the  lower lefthand  corner.” ’ Bloom 
recalled.

It's  im age and  it suffers from being 
in a box. he adds.

"S ince we’ve been a s ta te  for 00 
years, you th ink  we'd be considered 
p art of the country ." he said . “ Most 
m aps in elem entary  schools have 
A laska in a little  m ap south  of C ali­
fornia ."

B asically , the response then , as 
now. from m ap m ak e rsan d  the news- 
m edia is th a t  the  problem is one of 
logistics.

T he president of R and M cNally 
w rote Bloom and agreed in principle 
with his com plain t but defended his 
in d u stry ’s position say ing  th a t it was 
a space problem  and  no th ing  more.

" I f  US A Today can ch an g e  its m ap 
policy then th ere’s nn problem ." the 
Ju n eau  resident said . “ B asically , a 
m ap is a sym bolic represen ta tion  of a 
country."

Bloom h a s n ’t heen tn o ac tiv e in  his 
m ap cam paign ing  but figures to start 
up aga in , looking to the legislature 
for a ss is tan ce  th is tim e around
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W E A T H E R
ACROSS THE USA
Weatner data: Weather Servtcee Corp.

HOW TO USE ' HIS PAGE ^
The color key stows today's high temperatures. The 
numbers below dtles are today's forecast high and to­
morrow morning's low. Temperatures are Fahrenheit

LEGEND
Showors Rain

Pacific Coast: Steady rain like­
ly all day central Calif, coast 
into western Ore. and Wash. 
Showers spreading Inland.

Rockies Afternoon rain show­
ers In northern Idaho, western 
Mont A little wet snow in Mont 
Chilly morning east of Rockies.

South Central: A cold morning 
across region except Texas, L a 
coasts. Sunny, pleasant day ev­
erywhere. a  ear, cold tonight

North Central: Su 
region. Windy mom 
ern  D akotas, Mir 
Windy tonight In we



My wife and I certainly know where Juneau is. It was our pleasure along with 100 other Shriners and their ladies to visit Juneau on the first voyage this spring of the Noordam. „ We spent much enjoyable time on thes glacier, at a salmon bake, the Red * Dog Saloon, and a pleasant walk in * your fine city. This was my wife's * 1st visit to Alaska and my 2nd. We * are looking forward to another to t a great state and a great city. S Did enjoy column about your problem! in Fort Lauderdale News. Thought . egret might be change from puffins.1”
Joseph Hagelin I 7527 Overlook Dr. I Lake Worth, FL 33403
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I  READ YCUR NAME IN RONHUDSrZTH'S 
COLUMN IN THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION.
I .  KEEP. A WALL MAP OF THE U.3.A. HUNG 
IN MY.OFFICE. .SURE ENOUGH*ALASKA IS 
S0UTHEAS1 OF CALIFORNIA..
I  WILL ACCEPT A POSTCARD SIZE MAP OF 

YOUR 5SAUTIFUL STATE EUT WOULD REALLY 
LIKti TO HAVE SOMETHING LARGER.

THANX,
RiJ SHELL MOSS
3139 OAKCLIFF EJD, ST.
DGRAVILLE,SA. 3C3HO
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A l a s k a  G e o g r a p h i c  A l l i a n c e

Marjorie Gorsuch Department of Education P.O. Box F Juneau. Alaska 99811 (907)465-2841 Coordinators: RogQr Poarson Departmenr of Geography University of Alaska Fairbanks Fairbanks. Alaska 99775 (907) 479-7494

January 23, 1990

The Honorable Fran Ulmer House of Representatives P.O. Box V Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Frari:
I am writing to you on behalf of the Alaska Geographic Alliance, a group of more than 350 Alaskan educators dedicated to the improvement of geographic literacy in the state. The Alaska Geographic Alliance, coordinated by the Alaska Department of Education and the University of Alaska Fairbanks, has been working with the National Geographic Society for the past two years to conduct teacher training activities and develop curriculum materials for geography education. The enclosed newsletters will provide you with some nistory of the Alliance's activities in the state.

? 9C?at P|easure to express support for the concept contained in HJR64 dealing with the placement of Alaska on national maps. The resolution reiterates a resolution developed by the Alaska Council For The Social Studies (ACSS), the professional social studies educators association in Alaska. In October 1987 ACSS sponsored a similar resolution which was adopted by the National Council For The Social Studies, a group representing 25,000 educators nationwide. The Alaska Geographic Alliance supports ACSS, NCSS, and the Alaska legislature in its quest for accurate geographic depiction of all 50 states in educational media. The T-shirt which we provided for you via Rep. Terry Martin pleads our case in a playful way.
In reviewing HJR64 we feel it is necessary to object to the references to Rand McNally as a chief offender of geographic accuracy. Rand McNally is only one of many map publishers which places Alaska in a box near Baja



Page 2Representative Fran Ulmer

California and should not be singled out for repudiation in a resolution. The same fact is also true of the newspapers cited — perhaps a generic reference to newspapers would suffice. The resolution could still be mailed to the offending publications and seemingly would convey the same message. Of course, we still must develop a response for those who contend that Alaskans would really like to be basking in the sun near California!
Thank you for adding the Alliance to the list of those who believe in geographic accuracy.

Yours truly,

Marjorie Gorsuch CoordinatorEnclosures 10086 011E




