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BY REP. ULMER, Koponen

IN THE HOUSE
A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 64

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to the placement of Alaska on
national maps.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF ALASKA

WHEREAS Alaska has been a statein the United States for the past 31
years and is part of the continentalUnited States; and

WHEREAS on maps of the United States, Alaska is often placed in a box
south of California and is sometimes completely left off the map; and

WHEREAS the misinapping and nonmapping of Alaska is foundeven today in
the pages of Newsweek, Time, the NawYork Times, and the Los Angeles Times,
as well as many other newspapers and magazines, and is even found in the
art department of the graphics division of the Associated Press and in the
map department of United Press International; and

WHEREAS most school geography texthooks the pub-
lisher of wall maps and road maps, still place Alaska in a box south of
California; and

WHEREAS the national newspaper, USA Today, reconsidered its map policy
for Alaska and now places Alaska in the northwest corner of all of its meps
of the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests
that all major United States magazines, newspapers, textbook publishers,
and mgp pnhlishpr®, 4Aniwddnp Rrmd MeNally™ follow the lead of USA Today in
placing Alaska in its correct geographical position on maps of the United
States, in the noithwest corner.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the editors of all major
United States magazines, newspapers, textbook publishers, and map
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FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:

Revision Date: Agency Affected:

Title: Location of Alaska on Hans BRU: _
Sponsor ;. Ulmer Components

Requestor:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Pollans)
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -

CAPITAL | -0,7 -n- -0- .73 -0- —=L=
REVENUE -0- -0 - 0- -0 - -0- -0 -

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND -0 - -0 - -0 -
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL -.1- -n - -n - -0 - _n_

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.
Preparedby: - House State A ffairs Phnn(>, 465-4963
Division: S Date: Jan 19, 1990

Approved by Commissioner: Date: Jan 19, 1930

Agency:

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ics)



A la s k a S tate L e g islature

House of Representatives

Representative Fran Ulmer
MEMORANDUM

TO: Rep. Red Boucher, CVair
Members"House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Rep. Franju(™er
DATE.  January ‘24, 1990
RE: HIR 64

Three years ago a local Juneau editor, Dan Bloom, began a nationwide
campaign to ask publications to put Alaska where it belongs on maps
of the U.S., in the Northwest corner, not off the coast of California.
At Aha{, t&me, concerned Alaskans wrote to the national newspape
USA To dy, and convinced their editorial staff of the importance of
the correct placement of Alaska on their national maps.

Subsequent campaigns to sway other publications have not been as
successful, but columnists throughout the U.S. have been writing
stories on this idea and have asked people to write to Dan Bloom
with their comments. Already, thousands of letters of support for
this idea have come to Juneau.

Last year, in a national study of high school students, an astounding
number of students were found to be geographically illiterate.
Considering the publications they view daily, its not surprising that
they are unable to place a state 1/5 size of the country anywhere
near its correct position on national maps. In a small way, HIR 64
will help America's students by asking major publications to place
Alaska correctly on U.S. maps.

District 4B — Juneau

PO.Bow » Juneau-Alaska998].1-3100 - @07)465'4947



THE REAL SIZE OF ALASKA

Alaska: America’s largest state



Isn't Alaska still in the Northwest?

Doyou frequently callany ofthese cities?

EXECULINES OF THE NORTHWEST, INC PROVIDES UP TO 40%
SAVINGS ON CALLS MADE TO 13 CITIES

Execulines of the Northwest, Inc., is proud to offer our exclusive “On-
Net”Program to local businesses. As the only local company with its
own digital network, Execulines is pleased to pass on tremendous
savings on all long distance, and particularly on calls made to some
of the most frequently called cities in the United States.
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PROVIDING INNOVATIVESOLUTIONS TOOUR CUSTOMERS'LONG DISTANCENEEDS.
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1333 Lincoln  Suite2  Bellingham, WA 98226  (206)676-1100 or 1-800-343-5364



Don"t New Yorkers know where Alaska .is?

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER T7, 199

W eather Report

Seattle

Billings

A-as'if SWioN wm DEMVEN

C }XnelesVVo ] TI .

> Phoemxf 8? S
7Sra|h \ TO
- SNOW
N \'- SHOWEHS , X . '|f__
FLURRIES 1X
J.-JilCC WWT COLO FRONT

H HIGH PRESSURE WWW WARM FRONT
L LOWPRESSURE w Aw STATIONARY FRONT'* 7,

ALTERNATING SHADED AND CLEAR BANOS - V tIY’].
SHOW AREAS OF COMMON TEMPERATUlRE .

e pm#

Today’s Sunshine and Clouds

PARTLY  \ _
cLouDY

MOSTLY CLOUDY

ern Pacmc San Francisco reported
gn er aB rain, an uncommon' event 0{
n tem er. ofl
once in five years do thunder-

CHENQA LA\ .
DaHee™

storms occur along the northern coast
alifornia. This
e warmest and driest for t er % é)
More showers are expected for today

Mateorology: Pennsylvania State University.

M4y

X ~J -vJ. CindniMSIKFA
m VH

R CSEI -r RaJei%r\l
— n a
e dﬁ%l—T—’-M%"p“{f x

\# Atlanta /~ .

Lk

iastsfy

‘LI m S m >i MaplortP.U. A"l
e T8
eprms
Wil m faSic §125g3§/gEAs
W eather
Highlight

Powerful Hurricane
ugo will threaten
the irgin Islands
and Puerto Rico to-
day and tonight,
Conditions will im-
Erove slowly in the
eeward Isfands.

along the coast with the first snow ol
Ihe Season ||keI% to fall in Ihe northFrP
Sleras tom?rr? a’iS very cold air alott
pushes itself nfan

onth |s usually one



Is this why some Alaskans are tan all year long?
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A very'bad map, as we know Alaska has its share of earthquakes.

Earthquekes inthe US |

The vulnerability of various parts of the country to earthquakes
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Finally, a very good and correct map. (It can be

done.)
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Geography 10&son

Dan Bloom is a Juneau journalist who was a cartoonist for The Wash-
ington Star and ex-editor of an Alaska weekly newspaper. But mostly he is
a man with a cause He wants to put his state on the map at least roughly
where it ought to be: northwest of Washington state.

"A lot of maps in newspapers tend to leave Alaska off entirely or put
it in a box south of California,” he complained by phone the other day.
Obligingly, he sent a hand-drawn map (above) to show the way he thinks
the medias maps should look. Son of.

Dan is not an unreasonable man. He recognizes the space problems
that newspaper makeup men face. “You could probably take a little out of
South Dakota and lowa if you needed to make room.” he said. "That all
flyover country anyhow. Or maybe a chunk of Tfexas."

And since Alaska is one-fifth the size of the Lower 48, he doesn't
expect it to be in scale.

What worries Dan is kids like the 10-year-old girl in Michigan who
heard about his campaign and put Alaska northwest of Washington on a
geography test. The teacher marked it wrong and told her, "Alaska belongs
in a box off California.”

A resolution asking mapmakers and editors to stop "mismapping
Alaska" will be introduced in the state legislature next month. Attempts to
canvass members of Alaska's congressional delegation yesterday were
unavailing. They were either traveling or back home, and who can blame
them? With the weather we've been having, wouldn't you rather be sui,. 4
yourself in Baja California—even in a box?




Friday-Saturday, January 12-13,1990

Reporters from Outside
become accidental tourists

[ONAL
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news was when the weatherman Sites reparting influenza AS B

was desperate to fill his segment.
He might mention the snowfall in
Anchorage by gesturing to a WASWI
framed, miniature outline of our
state, leading sleepy Americans to believe

that Alaska is an island about one third t}}e IDAHO
size ot Texas, kept in a box off the coast Ol
California. _

But during the past year and a half, the
national media have been forced to give

Alaska more attention than rare, random OKLA.

reports on snowfall. Between the trapped

whales and the cold wave and the oil spill

and Mount Redoubt, Alaska has probably HW P g p |

got more media attention in the past 15

months than in the previous 15 years. e ALASKA alt
Granted, most of IHIS recent Alaska news

has been patently bad news. Even the whale

rescue has been denounced as a silly, *

high-priced circus.
But there was a bright side to this sudden

focus on Alaska. Roving reporters from ..

Outside became accidental Alaska tourists,

and some fell in love with Alaska and Y

Alaskans. They went back to their In flu e n z a h its T e x as , !

hometowns sounding better than cruise ship
brochures, talking about our apparently .y
unique "spirit."
(Of course, since many of them hailed ,~cy. S P r e a d s a cr oss U
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like Los Angeles, New Y ork or Washington,ft!)
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Dan Bloom’s mad and he’s
gotten USA Today to listen

Bylmre Nemeth

w hen WillnrH Scott gives the

weather forecast every mor-

ning on NRC's Today Show
(and in between grimaces nt Hrvant
Gumbal). illuminated behind bis ath-
letic body is n map of the United
States. All theappropriatehigh pres-
sure systems, low pressure systems,
warm fronts, cold fronts and storms
are illustrated in graphic —although
somewhat rnrtnony — detail.

After he points out all the hotspots
and cold spots and wishes happy
birthday to a few centenarians who
should've died years enrlier. he may
lean to the left of the screen far
enough so that viewers can see the
last two ignored states. Usually, he
pays absolutely no attention to Alas-
ka and Hawaii and focuses on the
l.ower 48.

If he were to realize it. both the hot
and cold spots for the nation would
probably he in the 49th and 50th
states. oo — «m

The problem fand the pointto this
story) is. neither of the aforementi-
oned states is represented geogra-
phically intact. They appearin exas-
perated size and in little boxes in the
lower left somewhere near Baja Cali-
fornia. This fact is repeated on most
maps puchased in this country.

Juneau resident Dan Bloom finds
this altopether irritating. It’s not im-
possible. he says, to depict the state
of Alaska in its rightful position as a
part ofthe North American continent.

Three years ago while editor of
Juneau’s Capital City Weekly, he
took the fight to free the state from
the box to the public.

The author and part-time teacher
wrote an editorial calling for Juneau
residents to write a letter to the nat-
ional newspaper USA Today to con-
vince its editorial staff of the impor-
tance of Alaska’s true location. For
some reason the response was strong
enough to bring the editors over to
Bloom's way of thinking. The cur-
rent national weather maps in that
publication represent Alaska as a
real place —without a box border.

"We ran a headline when they
ehnnged their policy that read. “‘When
Juneau talks. USA Today listens.™
Bloom said.

Subsequentcam paigns toother pub-
lications weren't asRUceessful. Bloom
himself either wrote or called all
sorts of major magazines and news-
papers — including the New York
Times, LA. Times. Newsweek and a
host of others — to enlist aid in the
venture. Mostly, he met with opposi-
tion, Many were interested in the
concept, even iftheirgraphics depart-
ment said it was an impossibility.
His correspondence with columnists
paid off. At least 25 wrote stories on
the idea and many included Bloom’s
address as he had reouested to mea-
sure the response later.

He received more than 2.000 post-
cards and letters from all over the
country.

"One sixth grade girl wrote and
said. ‘I was marked wrong for put-
ting Alaska in the Northwest. The
teacher said it belonged in a box in
the lower lefthand corner.”’” Bloom
recalled.

It's image and it suffers from being
in a box. he adds.

"Since we’ve been a state for 00
years, you think we'd be considered
part of the country." he said. “Most
maps in elementary schools have
Alaska in a little map south of Cali-
fornia."

Basically, the response then, as
now. from mapmakersand the news-
media is that the problem is one of
logistics.

The president of Rand McNally
wrote Bloom and agreed in principle
with his complaint but defended his
industry’s position saying that it was
a space problem and nothing more.

"IfUSAToday can change its map
policy then there’s nn problem." the
Juneau resident said. “Basically, a
map is asymbolic representation ofa
country."

Bloom hasn’t heen tnoactivein his
map campaigning but figures to start
up again, looking to the legislature
for assistance this time around



USA does it right--other publications could do it too.

14A « FRIDAY. JANUARY 12. 1990 « USA TODAY

HOW TO USE " HIS PAGE A LeceEnD
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