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NUNAKA VALLE/ 
ELMENDORF A F.B. 
CREEKSIDE

ELECTIVE DISTRICT 13 
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T o Rep. R e d  B o u c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m Rep. T e r r y  M a r t i n  r m

S u b j e c t :  H J R  63 - I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  a s y l u m  in U.S.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  H J R  63 f o r  a c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g .  I think, 
g i v e n  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  in w h i c h  a n u m b e r  o f  P o l i s h  
i m m i g r a n t s  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h a t  t i m e  is o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  in t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  case.

A s  y o u  m a y  k now, as m a n y  as 152 P o l i s h  a n d  S o v i e t  s e a m e n  h a v e  in 
t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  d e f e c t e d  •yr r o u g h n n t  A l a .qk3 .and r e q u e s t e d  a s y lum. 
T h e s e  m e n  (and one wom a n ) - h a v e  b e e n  a w a i t i n g  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of 
a s y l u m ,  a n d  h a v e  in t h e  m e a n t i m e  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  'by t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  
a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( I N S ) , h a v e  o b t a i n e d  w o r k  p e r m i t s  a n d  
h a v e  b e c o m e  a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t y .  And, b e c a u s e  
o f  t h e  p r i d e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  a l l  a r e  w o r k i n g ,  a n d  n o n e  h a s  a p p l i e d  
f o r  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e .

Now, h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in 
P o l a n d  a n d  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  U.S. S t a t e  
D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  s e e k i n g  a s y l u m  ~from t h o s e  
c o u n t r i e s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  qualified.. A n d  t h e i r  dire~ctlve d e n y i n g  
a s y l u m  is r e t r o a c t i v e  f n r  ths. t.p m n n f h c , A l t h o u g h  INS is n o t
o b l i g e d  t o  o b e y  t h e  S t a t e  Dept, d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e y  a r e  f o l l o w i n g  it 
in t h i s  case, a n d  h a v e  b e g u n  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  84 
of  t h o s e  i m m i g r a n t s  l i v i n g  in A l a s k a ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of 
d e p o r t i n g  t h e m  b a c k  t o  P o l a n d  a n d  R u s s i a .

I h o p e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a c t  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  on  H J R  63, so t h a t  w e  
m a y  p o s i t i v e l y  e f f e c t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s .  In  l i g h t  of  t h e  
F e d e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  r e c e n t  a c t i o n  t o  a l l o w  t h e  C h i n e s e  
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e m a i n  in A m e r i c a ,  I t h i n k  it o n l y  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a l l o w  
t h e  P o l e s  a n d  R u s s i a n s  w h o  so d e s i r e  t o  s t a y  in A l a s k a .

Also, in r e g a r d  t o  t h e  L & C  r e f e r r a l ,  I w o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  r e m o v e  t h e  f i r s t  W H E R E A S  c l a u s e  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  
page, so  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r r a l  m i g h t  b e  w a i v e d .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  t i m e l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  issue. ’
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"I t h i n k  t h e s e  m e n  w o u l d  b e  a g r e a t  a s s e t  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y  
a r e  all h o n e s t  a n d  h a r d - w o r k i n g  p e o p l e .  I t h i n k  t h e y  t o o k  a b i g  
c h a n c e  in c o m i n g  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  j u s t  
t o  g e t  f r e e d o m .  I feel t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  fre e d o m .  I h a v e  f r i e n d s  
a n d  f a m i l y  in P o l a n d  w h o  s a y  t h i n g s  h a v e n ' t  c h a n g e d  t h e r e  o n e  b i t . "

- K a t h y  C o w i t z ,  B o x  771435, E a g l e  R i v e r  9 9 5 7 7  6 9 4 - 5 0 5 4

"I fe e l  t h a t  t h e  P o l i s h  s e a m e n  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e m a i n  in t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  l o n g  as t h e y  h a v e  n o  c r i m i n a l  r e c o r d .  T h e y  a r e  
a n  a s s e t  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  as t h e y  a r e  h a r d  workers.. T h e y  w i l l  
w o r k  o n  j o b s  t h a t  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  n o t  take. T h u s  I feel t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  t a k i n g  j o b s  a w a y  f r o m  a n y o n e .  P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  a t  o n e  
t i m e  a l l  o f  u s  w e r e  n o t  U.S. c i t i z e n s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  a r i g h t  to  b e  
f r e e  too. P l e a s e  m a k e  a f a i r  d e c i s i o n . "

- K a r e n  A y e r s ,  1 6 5 1 0  C e n t e r f i e l d  Dr, E a g l e  R i v e r  6 9 4 - 7 5 8 7

" T h i n g s  a r e  s e l d o m  w h a t  t h e y  seem. P o l i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  n o w  u n d e r  
t h r e a t  o f  d e p o r t a t i o n  a r e  f e a r f u l  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  in t h e i r  
lives. S o m e  t h r e a t e n  s u i c i d e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  forever. 
T h e y  w o n d e r  w h y  w e  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  them. P l e a s e  let t h e m  s t a y . "

"I w o u l d  l i k e  H J R  63 t o  p a s s  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  P o l i s h  p e o p l e .  
T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  l i v i n g  h ere, w o r k i n g ,  p a y i n g  t a x e s  a n d  m a n y  h a v e  
b e e n  w a r n e d  b y  f a m i l y  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  as t h e y  seem. I t h i n k  
it is u n f a i r  to  s e n d  b a c k  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  p a y  t a x e s  w h e n  t h e r e  
a r e  so  m a n y  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  w h o  h a v e  i m m i g r a t e d  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and 
a r e  n o w  l i v i n g  o f f  t h e  w e l f a r e  r o l l s . "

- D i a n a  R o b b i n s ,  32 0 9  B a x t e r  #3, A n c h .  9 9504 5 6 3 - 6 3 6 3

"We w a n t  t h e  P o l i s h  p e o p l e  t o  s t a y  in A l a s k a  t h a t  w a n t  t o  a n d  n o t  
b e  d e p o r t e d . "

- R u t h  & J o s e p h  C h m i e l o w s k i ,  168 B u r t c i  #B, A n c h  7 4 6 - 1 3 3 7

"In r e g a r d  to  t h e  150 P o l i s h  i m m i g r a n t s  c u r r e n t l y  in A n c h o r a g e  
s e e k i n g  a s y l u m .  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  a s s i s t e d  in e v e r y  w a y  
p o s s i b l e  t o  r e m a i n  in t h e  U n i r e d  S t a t e s .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  b e  an 
a s s e t  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  h o n e s t ,  s i n c e r e  w o r k i n g  d r i v e  
t o  b e  t r u e  A m e r i c a n s .  T h a n k  y o u . "

- M e l i n d a  P a d g e t t ,  9 2 1 0  E l g i n  C i r c l e ,  A n c h  9 9 5 1 5  2 4 8 - 7 7 0 1



- M a r i e  M c E n t i r e ,  64 0 0  E 1 5 t h  C t  #4, A n c h  9 9 5 0 4  3 3 3 - 7 7 5 4

"I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  to a l l o w  t h e  r e f u g e e s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  in 
A n c h o r a g e  f r o m  P o l a n d  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  t o  r e m a i n . "

- J e r r y  R u t o s k i ,  B o x  2 2 0 503, A n c h  9 9 5 2 2

" C o m p l e t e  p a s s a g e  [of H J R  63] as w r i t t e n  b y  T e r r y  M a r t i n  a n d  a l s o  
t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  S e n a t o r  P a t  R o d e y ' s  g u n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  b e  e n a c t e d .  
F o r  t h e  g u n  a m e n d m e n t  i s s u e  I a m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  N o  
C o m p r o m i s e  M a j o r i t y . "

- M a r k  C h r y s o n ,  B o x  1427 0 2 ,  A n c h  9 9 5 1 4  3 3 8 - 6 7 4 4

"I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  P o l i s h  f i s h e r m e n ' s  d e p o r t a t i o n .  I a m  a 
c i t i z e n ,  a l s o  P o l i s h ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b u s i n g  h o s p i t a l i t y  
o f  t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o s t i n g  u s  t h r o u g h  any of 
o u r  p r o g r a m s .  T h e y  a r e  h a r d  w o r k e r s  a n d  d o n ' t  a s k  for w e l f a r e .  
A l l  h e l p  t h e y  r e c e i v e  c o m e s  f r o m  P o l a n d .  I t h i n k  it w o u l d  b e  to 
o u r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  l e t  t h e m  stay. T h e  m a i n  p o w e r  in P o l a n d  is s t i l l  
c o m m u n i s t . "

- J a n  K l u s k a ,  77 3 6  S n o w v i e w  Dr, A n c h  9 9 5 0 7  3 4 9 - 5 9 5 6

" P l e a s e  a l l o w  t h e  P o l i s h  s e a m e n  w h o  h a v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  a s y l u m  in 1989 
t o  r e m a i n  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  W e  w e r e  in P o l a n d  in J u l y  o f  1989, 
a n d  s a w  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  t o  g o  b a c k  to. A n y t h i n g  y o u  c a n  do 
o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  is g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  h o u s i n g  
3 o f  t h e  s e a m e n  in o u r  home, a n d  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  d i s t r e s s e d  b y  
t h e i r  d e p o r t a t i o n . "

- D e n n x s  D r a p e r ,  3703 W e s t m i n s t e r  Way, A n c h  9 9 5 0 8  3 3 8 - 3 4 8 6

"I w a s  i n  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n  a f e w  y e a r s  b a ck. N o w  I a m  a U.S. 
c i t i z e n  a n d  I a m  p r o u d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  if t h e  o t h e r  P o l i s h  f i s h e r m e n  
a re l e t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a tes, t h e y  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a c i t i z e n  l i k e  me. 
T h e y  a r e  h a r d  w o r k e r s  a n d  w i l l  b u i l d  a f u t u r e  f o r  a g o o d  A l a s k a . "

J o h n  R y b c z y n s k i ,  3 8 4 0  Y o u n g  St., A n c h  9 9 5 0 8  5 6 3 - 3 1 9 2

" E a s t e r n e r s  a n d  M e x i c a n s  f a r  o u t n u m b e r  t h e  f e w  P o l i s h  d e f e c t o r s  in 
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  s o  w h y  is I m m i g r a t i o n  s e n d i n g  60 of t h e m  f r o m  
A n c h o r a g e  back'-to P o l a n d ?  T h e y  a r e  v e r y  h a r d  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  v e r y  
nice. A l s o ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  f.ishermne, a n d  so  a r e  n o t  t a k i n g  j o b s  
a w a y  f r o m  A m e r i c a n  m e n  b e c a u s e  A m e r i c a n  m e n  d o n ' t  c a r e  to  w o r k  so 
h a r d  f o r  s u c h  s m a l l  wag e s .  M a n y  of t h e s e  m e n  a r e  s t i l l  a f r a i d  to 
r e t u r n  t o  P o l a n d . "

- V e r a  J o h n s o n ,  635 W  4 5 t h  A v e  A p t  3, A n c h  9 9 5 0 3  2 6 5 - 8 8 8 0

" I  w a n t  t h e  P o l i s h  d e f e c t o r s  t c  s t a y  h e r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e . "



Where Oh Where Has the Labor Gone?
B y  M a r i e  D u n c a n

During the Christmas holi­
days it is not uncommon to see 
a help wanted sign in a store 
window. However, what is un­
common, is gazing at help 
wanted signs from the early 
summer months through Christ- 
mac; and even into the new year.
Two years ago the Alaska 

job market was filled with an 
abundant supply of labor. 
Now, with the changes in Alas­
ka's economy, we face a poten­
tial lack of labor. State Labor 
Economists Neal Fried end 
Holly Stinson, recently sur­
veyed 100 Alaskan business 
owners. Nearly half reported a 
shortage of job seekers.
During the recession many 

Alaskan’s left the state. Job 
seekers betwen the ages of 18- 
25 have left due to better oppor­
tunities in the Lower 48. Most 
serious job seekers are looking 
for fulltime, permanent posi­
tions with benefits such as 
insurance and employee dis­
counts,.
Due to a rising cost in train­

ing and general business needs, 
many employers can only af­
ford to hire pait-timc em­
ployees. Most of Alaska is filled 
with small business owners.

Even the large businesses have 
felt a crunch in the labor force.
There are many factors in cal­

culating the cost rr employee 
turnover. First, you must begin 
with the empty seat, more com­
monly known as time lost by 
not having the person there. 
Hiring costs increase when you 
place an ad in the newspaper or 
a sign in the window. On an av­
erage, the cost of interviewing, 
hiring and training costs a bus­
iness anywhere between 30 to 
120%  of the new hire’s annual 
rate of pay. This raises to higher 
levels depending in the new 
hire's skill level.
There are many objectives to 

solve this problem and will vary 
with each employer. Higher 
wages are the first step. Increas­
ing wages entices the new hire 
to want to work and periodic 
raises increase the motivation 
to stay. Also, Christmas bo­
nuses are a great motivation. 
Benefits such as insurance, and 
paid vacation time entice the 
employee to stay. Many large 
companies offer stock pro­
grams. Often times these pro­
grams are limited to a certain 
few who have been with the 
company three or more years. 
A few employers are now offer­
ing on-site child care.

Once the new employee is 
hired and training begins, add­
ed stress is placed upon the 
employer and the employee.' 
This stress can be reduced by a 
pre-planned training program. 
Most businesses aren’t aware of 
the time that can be saved by 
planning ahead. By giving the 
new employee a “New Hire 
Packet" they have the oppor­
tunity to perpare for their first 
day in a more comfortable set­
ting. The packet can include 
such things as job description, 
business hours, a brief overview 
of the business, and dress code. 
By creating a positive impres­
sion between the employer and 
the employee, he or she is less 
likely to quit. Also, by reducing 
stress in the work force, you 
increase productivity.
These are just a few of the 

things that help in molding a 
loyal employee. The labor force 
in Alaska has hot held the upper 
hand for the past two years. 
However, by increasing the mo­
tivational skills of the available- 
work force, we can move ahead.
Job satisfaction in the new- 

decade of the 90s will depend 
on the employers and how they 
plan on marketing their indi­
vidual businesses.
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