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State Arfairs,

Introduced:
Referred:

BY REP. MARTIN

6-1835A
and Labor & Commerce

' 4-0 70 ’

c.I'e» K>cre,v S&s-\<Ln<«w fouo/H
IN THE HOUSE
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 63
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Relating to persons immigrating to and
requesting asylum in the United States.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and
Romania are moving away from communism towards democracy; and

WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested political
asylum and freedom in the United States; and

WHEREAS the change from communism towards democracy in the Eastern
Bloc countries is being considered by the Immigration and N aturalization
Service when it evaluates the political asylum applications of persons from
the Eastern Bloc countries, and this approach may prevent some persons from
receiving asylum in the United States because they may not be considered to
need political asylum any more; and

WHEREAS elements of the military, police, and leadership in some of
the Eastern Bloc countries still remain under the control of communist
authorities and, if applications for political asylum from these countries
are denied, the applicants fear persecution by the communist-controlled
elements after they are deported from the United States; and

WHEREAS, although the Alaska State Legislature supports glasnost and
perestroika, it recognizes that the governments of the Eastern Bloc coun -
tries will be unstable wuntil the political changes are complete; and

WHEREAS the United States is a strong supporter of human rights and
was founded on the principle of the individual's right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness; and
HJRO063A -1- HJR 63
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WHEREAS the work force in Alaska is depleted and the state would
welcome immigrants from foreign countries to increase its work force; and

WHEREAS Alaska has benefited from the immigrants who have already <come

to the state; and
WHEREAS Alaska can provide a sanctuary for persons who seek political
asylum in the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature

(1) declares that it welcomes immigrants from (foreign] countries
and is willing to serve as a sanctuary for persons who are seeking polit-
ical asylum in the United States; and

(2) urges the United States, Immigration and N aturalization
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(A) not to use the recent poliittiiccaall changes in the Eastern
\Y K" C>La P SC*ic - iec<r
Bloc countries cc o
Ot —<=—— -
(i) to deny political asylum to persons from those
countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before N
the changes began; or
(ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to
~ AV V.
persons from those countries; li.f aT ti ~
r to grantpolitical asylum on humanitarian grounds to \)
*
each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted an appli-
cation for political asylum in the United States, and who would have
been eligible for asylum except for the recent political changes in
the Eastern Bloc countries tj> k-ile>j* Jo tw : p -e-u <2Cso-V O &-€.
C Ic* T H H-]
o ostclc™ cc« cx $ 000-CcCcOgVH-]
COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Gene MpWary,
Uu ~fvnA fc'-C L? C O U uwc.itH+ t, A<_<,
Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service;
and to the Honorable Ted Stevens andthe Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.s.
Senators, and the Honorable DonYoung, U.S.Representative, members of the
Alaska delegation in Congress.
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REP. TERRY MARTIN

ELECTIVE DISTRICT 13 HOME
NOLNTAIN VIEW AR RARIE S
RUSSIAN JACK SRINGS BOE 2508
NUNAKAVALLE/
ELVENDORFA FB.
I DRINGSESSION
PO, HXV
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
MR
Alaska House of Representatives
January 29, 1990
To Rep. Red Boucher, Chairman
House State Affairs Committee
From Rep. Terry Martin rm
Subject: HJR 63 - Immigration and asylum in U.S.
Thank you for scheduling HJR 63 for a committee hearing. I think,

given the gravity of the situation in which a number of Polish
immigrants find themselves, that time 1is of the essence in this
particular case.

As you may know, as many as 152 Polish and Soviet seamen have in
the past two years defected eyrroughnnt Ala.gk3.and requested asylum.
These men (and one woman)- have been awaiting the granting of
asylum, and have in the meantime been processed "by the Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS), have obtained work permits and
have become assimilated into the Alaskan community. And, because
of the pride of these people, all are working, and none has applied
for public assistance.

Now, however, because of the apparent changes taking place 1in
Poland and other Eastern European countries, the U.S. State
Department has determined that persons seeking asylum ~from those
countries are no longer qualified.. And their dire~ctlve denying
asylum is retroactive fnr ths. tp mnnfhc, Although INS 1is not
obliged to obey the State Dept, directive, they are following it
in this case, and have begun proceedings against approximately 84
of those immigrants living in Alaska, with the intention of
deporting them back to Poland and Russia.

I hope the committee will act expeditiously on HJR 63, so that we
may positively effect the lives of the immigrants. In light of the
Federal administration®s recent action to allow the Chinese
students to remain in America, | think it only reasonable to allow
the Poles and Russians who so desire to stay in Alaska.

Also, in regard to the L&C referral, |1 would request that the
committee remove the first WHEREAS clause occurring on the second
page, so that the referral might be waived.

Thank you again for your timely consideration of this issue.



POMS CONCERNING HJR 63 - IMMIGRATION & ASYLUM

"1 think these men would be a great asset to our community. They
are all honest and hard-working people. I think they took a big
chance in coming to the United States, leaving their families just
to get freedonm. I feel they should have freedom. I have friends
and family in Poland who say things haven®"t changed there one bit."

- Kathy Cowitz, Box 771435, Eagle River 99577 694-5054

"l feel that the Polish seamen have the right to remain 1in the

United States, as long as they have no criminal record. They are
an asset to our community, as they are hard workers.. They will
work on jobs that Americans will not take. Thus 1 feel that they
are not taking jobs away from anyone. Please remember that at one
time all of us were not U.S. citizens, and they have a right to be
free too. Please make a fair decision."

- Karen Ayers, 16510 Centerfield Dr, Eagle River 694-7587

"Things are seldom what they seem. Polish immigrants now under
threat of deportation are fearful for their families 1in their
lives. Some threaten suicide to stay in this country forever.
They wonder why we don"t believe them. Please let them stay."

"1 would like HJR 63 to pass especially for the Polish people.
They have been 1living here, working, paying taxes and many have
been warned by family that things are not as they seenm. I think
it is unfair to send back working people who pay taxes when there
are so many 1in this country who have immigrated to this country and
are now living off the welfare rolls.™

- Diana Robbins, 3209 Baxter #3, Anch. 99504 563-6363

"We want the Polish people to stay in Alaska that want to and not
be deported."”

- Ruth & Joseph Chmielowski, 168 Burtci #B, Anch 746-1337

"In regard to the 150 Polish 1immigrants currently 1in Anchorage
seeking asylum. I believe they should be assisted in every way
possible to remain in the Unired States. These people would be an
asset to our society because of their honest, sincere working drive
to be true Americans. Thank you."

- Melinda Padgett, 9210 Elgin Circle, Anch 99515 248-7701



"1 want the Polish defectors tc stay here in Anchorage.™
- Marie McEntire, 6400 E 15th Ct #4, Anch 99504 333-7754

"l strongly urge vyou to allow the refugees that are now in
Anchorage from Poland and the Soviet Union to remain."”

- Jerry Rutoski, Box 220503, Anch 99522

"Complete passage [of HJR 63] as written by Terry Martin and also
the release of Senator Pat Rodey®"s gun amendment to be enacted.
For the gun amendment issue | am the National Director for the No
Compromise Majority."

- Mark Chryson, Box 142702, Anch 99514 338-6744

"1 am concerned about the Polish fishermen®"s deportation. I am a
citizen, also Polish, and | think they are not abusing hospitality
of this government because they are not costing us through any of

our programs. They are hard workers and don"t ask for welfare.
AlIl help they receive comes from Poland. I think it would be to
our advantage to let them stay. The main power in Poland is still

communist."
- Jan Kluska, 7736 Snowview Dr, Anch 99507 349-5956

"Please allow the Polish seamen who have applied for asylum in 1989
to remain in the United States. We were in Poland in July of 1989,
and saw what they are afraid to go back to. Anything you can do
on their behalf is greatly appreciated. We are currently housing
3 of the seamen in our home, and would be greatly distressed by
their deportation.™

- Dennxs Draper, 3703 Westminster Way, Anch 99508 338-3486

"l was in the same situation a few years back. Now I am a U.S.
citizen and I am proud. I think that if the other Polish fishermen
are let in the United States, they will also be a citizen like me.
They are hard workers and will build a future for a good Alaska."

John Rybczynski, 3840 Young St., Anch 99508 563-3192

"Easterners and Mexicans far outnumber the few Polish defectors in
this country, so why 1is |Immigration sending 60 of them from
Anchorage back"-to Poland? They are very hard workers, and very
nice. Also, most of them are f.ishermne, and so are not taking jobs
away from American men because American men don®"t care to work so
hard for such small wages. Many of these men are still afraid to
return to Poland."

- Vera Johnson, 635 W 45th Ave Apt 3, Anch 99503 265-8880



Where Oh Where Has the Labor Gone?

By M arie Duncan

During the Christmas holi-
days it snot uncommon 1o see
a help wanted sign in a store
window. However, what lsun-
common, & gazing at help
wanted sigs from the early
summer months through Christ-
magand even into the new year.

Two years ago the Alaska
Job market was filled with an
abundant supply of labor.
Now, with the changes inAlas-
ka"s economy, we face a poten-
tial lack of labor. State Labor
Economists Neal Fried end
Holly Stinson, recertly sur-
veyed 100 Alaskan business
omers. Nearly half reported a
shortage of job ssders.

During the recession many
Alaskans Hit the state. Job
seekers betwen the ages of 18-
25 have KEtdue to betteroppor-
tunides in the Lower 48. Most
seriaus jJob seekers are looking
for fulldne, permanent posi-
tions with benefits such as
insurance and employee dis-
aouts, .

Due to a risirg aost in train-
ing and gereral business needs,
many employers can only af~
ford to hire pait-timc em-
ployees. Most of Alaska sfilld
with small business owrers.

Even the large businesses have
felta crunch inthe labor force.

There aremany fectors incal-
aulating the oost rr employee
tumover. First, you must begin
with the empty seat, more com-
monly known as time lost by
not having the person there.
Hiring costs increase when you
place an ad inthe newspaper or
asign inthewindow. On an av-
erage, the aost of interviening,
hiring and training costs a bus-
iness anywhere between 30 t©
120% of the new hires annual
rate of pay. This raissstohigher
leels depending iIn the new
hires ddll ledl.

There are many dojectives to
sohve thisproblem and will vary
with each employer. Higher
wages are the first step. Increas-
ing wages ertices the new hire
o want t© work and periadic
raises increese the motivation
t stay. Also, Christmas bo-
nuses are a great motivation.
Berefits such as insurance, and
paid vacation time ettice the
employee to stay. Many lage
companies offer stock pro-
grams. Often times these pro-
grams are limited to a certain
few who have been with the
company three or more years.
A fewemployers are now offer-
ing ansite child care.

Once tte new employee B
hired and training begins, add-
ed stress B placed upon the
employer and the employee.”
This stress can be reduced by a
pre-planned training program.
Most businesses aren taware of
the time that can be saved by
planning ahead. By giving the
new employee a “New Hire
Packet'* they have the oppor-
tunity to perpare for their first
day ina more comfortable sst-
tirg. The packet can include
such things as job description,
business hours, a briefoverview
of the business, and dress code.
By creating a positive impres-
sion between the employer and
the employee, he or she B ks
likelyto quit. Also, by reducing
stress in the work foroe, you
increase productivity.

These are just a few of the
things that help in molding a
loyal employee. The labor force
inAlaska has hot held the upper
hand for the past two years.
However, by increasingthemo -
tivatioal sdills of the aailable-
work foroe, we can move ahead.

Job satisfaction in the new-
decade of the 90s will depend
on the employers and how they
plan on marketing treir indi-
vidual businesses.
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