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BY KOPONEN, BROWN, DAVIDSON,
1 IN THE HOUSE MACLEAN, AN D  FINKELSTEIN

2 H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N NO. 56

3 IN THE L E G I S L A TU R E  OF THE STATE OF ALA S K A

4 SI XTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E - FIRST SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to the prom o t i o n  of a n u c l e a r

6 w e a p o n s - f r e e  treaty for the arctic and

7 subarctic.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS the u n p r ec e d e n t e d  thawing of the cold w a r  following the con-

10 v ersations betw e e n  former President R e a g a n  and General Secretary Gorbachev

11 necessitates a continuing r e s t ru c t u r i n g  of the r e l a tionship between Alaska

12 and the ne ig h b o r i n g  areas of the Soviet Union; and

13 WHEREAS the m a i n  purpose of n e g o ti a t i n g  a n u c l e a r  wea p o n s- f r e e  treaty,

14 as of all rational security policies, is to prevent nucl e a r  war; and

15 WHEREAS an emphatic e x p r e s si o n  of feeling by citizens and their local

16 and state governments can help initiate steps by the United States, the

17 Soviet Union, and other n u c l e a r  powers towards w o r ld  peace and away from

18 the b r i n k  of nucl e a r  war; and

19 WHEREAS over the past five years mor e  than 4,225 communities in 23

20 nations have adopted resolutions calling for the establishment of nuclear-

21 free zones; and

22 WHEREAS 42 of the 50 states in the U n i t e d  States have proposals for

23 nuclear-free zones introduced or approved at state or local levels; and

24 WHEREAS there are five treaties in existence w i t h  as man y  as 83 signa-

25 tories, including the Un i t e d  States and the Soviet Union, p e rtaining to

26 nuclear-free zones in the Antarctic, outer space, L a t i n  America, the South

27 Pacific, and on the ocean floor; and

28 WHEREAS nuclear weapons are themselves nucl e ar  targets, and to remove

29 the targets will reduce the r isk of d e s t r u c t i o n  to the territory in w h i c h
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1 they were located in case of n u c l e a r  war; and

2 WHERE A S  58.A percent cf Ala s k a  voters in the August 1986 e l e c t i on

3 expressed their strong support for Ballot M e a s u re  No. 1, w h ic h  d e c l a r e d  as 

A the policy of the state the p r o m o t i o n  of a mu t u a l  and veri f i a bl e  nucl e a r

5 weapons freeze to be followed by a red u c t i on  in nucl e a r  warheads, missiles,

6 and other delivery systems in o rder to halt the nucl e ar  arms race and

7 reduce the risk of nucl e a r war; and

8 WHEREAS the Chernobyl n u c l e ar  p ow e r  plant d i s a s t e r  in the Soviet U n i on

9 has resulted in the spread of n u cl e a r  p o i s o n  to n e i gh b o r i n g  territories,

10 including arctic regions of Scandinavia; and

11 WHEREAS the environmental d e v a s t at i o n  of these regions has seriously

12 j e o p a r d i ze d  the health and lifestyle of the Saami people; and

13 WHER E AS  the radioactive conta m i n a t i on  of the re g i o n  above the Ar c t i c  

1A Circle from the previous use and testing of n u c l e a r weapons has ca u s e d the

15 permanent inhabitants of the arctic region to carry body-burdens of long-

16 lived, biologically dangerous radionuclides in amounts in excess of all the

17 world's people except for the atomic bomb v i c t i m s  in H i r o sh i m a  and Nagasaki

18 during August 19A5; and

19 WHEREAS any further d e p o s i t i o n  of n u c l e a r  mat e r i a l s in the f oo d - c h a i n

20 of the arctic and subarctic regions will result in biol o g i c a l l y unaccept-

21 able ra d iation standards for people and ecosystems; and

22 WHEREAS the storage or tra ns p o r t a t i on  of h i g h  level radioa c t iv e  nu-

23 clear wastes in Al a s ka  could pose serious health, safety, and envir on m e n t a l  

2A risks to the state's residents; and

25 WHEREAS the Inuit C i r c u m p o l a r  Confe r e n ce  and the legislative bodies of

26 the Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and G r e e n l a n d  hav e u n a n i m o u s l y  ap-

27 proved resolutions calling for r e s t r i c t i on  of the arctic to uses that are

28 peaceful and e n v i r o n mentally safe, and p ro h i b i t i n g  the deployment and

29 testing of nucl e a r  weapons in this area; and
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WHEREAS a ban on nuclear weapons testing, the deployment of most 

miclear weapo n s  delivery systems, and the produ c t i on  of fissile m a terials 

can be v e r i f i e d  with high confidence by on-site inspections, and a w o r l d­

wide netw o r k  of seismic monitors, satellites, and other v e r i f i c a t i o n  t e c h­

nology; and

WHEREAS the. people of Al a s k a  desire to continue to live in freedom in 

a world that is at peace and safe from nucl e a r  pollution; and

WHEREAS the ratification of a m u l t i-lateral and veri f i a b l e  nuclear- 

free arctic and subarctic treaty represents a creative and meani n g f u l  first 

step towards establishing a nuclear-weapons free, world, w h i c h is the u l t i­

mate itatent of this resolution;

BE IT RESOLVED by the A l a s k a  State Legislature that the G o v e rn o r  and 

the A l a s k a  congressional deleg at i o n  are requested to prom o t e  and initiate 

efforts to

(1) encourage v e r i f i ab l e  bilateral and m u l t i lateral agreements 

and treaties between the Uni t ed  States, the Soviet Union, and other nations 

establishing the arctic and subarctic regions as a n u c le a r  w e a p o n s - fr e e
■ • t.

zone;

(2) obtain v e rifiable bilateral and mul t i l a t e ra l  agreements and
. I * ,

treaties b e t w e e n the Un i t e d  States, the Soviet Union, and o ther nati o n s to 

ban n u c l e a r  weapons from the arctic and subarctic regions;

(3) prevent all parties, including milit a r y  forces, from dispos-

*
ing of radioactive and nucl e a r  wastes and materials' in the arctic* and 

subarctic regions;

(4) obtain verif i a b l e bilateral and mult i l a t e r a l agreements and 

treaties b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States, the Soviet Union, and other nati o n s  to 

prevent n u c l e a r  weapons testing or the placement of nucl ea r  w e a p o n s - r e l a t e d  

devices in the arctic and subarctic regions; arid

(5) promote and encourage the location of the next U S / U S S R
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1 summit conference to be in Alaska so that w or l d  attention and concern can

2 be drawn to the environmental and security concerns of arctic and subarctic

3 areas; and be it

A FURTHER R E S O L V ED  that the Alas k a  State L e g i slature does not s eek to

5 limit the use of nucl e a r  technology for medi c a l  treatment or other safe and

6 benign purposes; and be it

7 FURTHER R E S O L V ED  that the A l a s k a  State Le g i sl a t u r e  does not seek to

8 discourage or prohibit U n i t e d  States Navy n u c l e a r - p o w e re d  vesse l s  from

9 entering A l a s k a  waters o r  visiti n g  A la s k a  ports.

10 COPIES of this r e solution shall be sent to the H onorable George Bush,
C iC K lt -       ---- ^

11 President of the Uni t e d  States; j:ha J Mikhail Gorbachev* iJ«rt«al

12 of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; the H o n orable James

13 A. Baker, III, U.S. Secretary of State; to the H o n orable R i ch a r d  R. Burt,

14 Hea d  of D e l eg a t i o n  and Negotiator; and to the Ho no r a b l e  Ted Stevens and the

15 Hon o r a b le  F r a n k  Murkowslti, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

16 Representative, members of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

I ^  ̂  , . 0 y s C ,  , vjt,

i ■ * . . . O r s * *  A l « t > c  *
VftTtwcA ' a j <«.-<•» o w r  o->

. y | \  | 9 '7 '  C ^  ^  •

V % ( l u  « L o-4 v. killv »»_ L. t R t A " K ^
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BALLOT MEASURE NO. 1 
_T Initiative No. 83-03

N U C L E A R  W E A P O N S  F R E E Z E

The initiative would officially recognize lliat Ihe prevention of nuclear war is Iho 
rjiealosl challenge lacing Ihe Eaill and that Ihe nuclear arms race dangerously in­
creases Ihe risk ol a war that would destroy humanity. The Initiative would promote 
mutual and verifiable nuclear wea ions freeze, to be followed by nuclear weapons 
reduction. 1 lie inilialive would direct Ihe governor to conduct Ihe state's affairs in 
conformity with the initiative's goa s.

A vole "F O R ”  adopts the initiative. FOR I I I
A vole "AGAINST”  rejects II le initiative. AGAINST D

NEUTRAL SUMMARY—83-03 
Prepared by the Legislative Affairs Agency

' This inilialive would declare a 3 Ihe policy of the slate Ihe promotion ol a mutual 
and verifiable nuclear Ireeze to be followed by a reduction in nuclear warheads, 
missiles, and oilier delivery systems in order to halt the nuclear arms race and to 
reduce the risk of nuclear war. The initiative bases this policy on its recognition that 
the greatest challenge lacing the nailh is Ihe prevention of nuclear war by accident 
or by design and that the nucleat arms ince is dangerously increasing the risk of 
a holocaust that could be hiiman.ly’s final war. The governor is directed to conduct 
the allairs ol Ihe slate and lo carry out slate programs in conformity with this policy.

FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSITION

For An Act Entitled: ’An Act re ating to the establishment ol a nuclear Ireeze as 
the policy ol the Stale."
BE IT ENACTED BY T l IE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

. Section 1. DECLARATION OF POLICY. It is Ihe policy of the Slate of Alaska: (I) 
■ to recognize that Ihe greatest challenge facing Ihe Earth is to prevent the occur-

• ■ • , •• -

rence of nuclear war by accident or design;
(2) lo recognize that the nuclear arms race is dangerously increasing Ihe risk 

of a holocaust that would be humanity's final war;
(3) lo promote a mutual and verifiable freeze followed by reduclions in 

nuclear warheads, missiles, and other delivery systems in order to halt the nuclear 
arms race and lo reduce the risk of nuclear war.
Section 2. IMPLEMENTATION, (a) The governor shall conduct Ihe allairs of stale ’ 1 
and carry out state programs in conformity wilh this policy.

(b) The lieutenant governor shall deliver copies of this Act lo Congress and the 
President of Ihe United Slates.
Section 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This initiative shall be effective when enacted 

i according lo law.

Statement IN SUPPORT of the 
Nuclear Arms Freeze Proposition

Alaskans have a wonderful opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to 
world peace when they vote August 26. They can do this by casting their vote in 
Ihe "For" (meaning "yes’)  column on the Nuclear Freeze Initiative question they’ll 
find on the ballot.

It is impoilant, however, lo realize several things Ihe initiative does not do:
The Inilialive does not encourage or obligate the U.S. to any sort ol unilateral 

or "go il-alone" policy regarding a freeze or reduction of nuclear warheads. It calls, 
instead, for a mutual freeze and reduction ol such weapons. If other nations— 
particularly Ihe Soviet Union—will not participate, then there is no obligation for Ihe 
U.S. lo do so.

And, Ihe initiative does not call for any sort of "blind trust" toward Ihe Soviets 
or any oilier nation. Instead it specifies that any agreement must lie not only 
mutual but ve rifiab le before we agree to participate. In other words we have to 
have arrangements in place lo scientifically verify that no one is cheating, or there's 
no deal.

Truly, we have nothing to lose by adopting this policy.
But what will we gain?
For starters, just the freezing of production of nuclear weapons, just Ihe limiting 

of aisenals lo their present strength—which is already sufficient lo destroy civiliza­
tion as we know it today, many times over—will be a significant step forward in Ihe 

I j ■ ' 7 * ; 7 . ; | • , j . I (CON rtNUED ON BACK SIDE)
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