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C O M M I T T E E  O N  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  

L E T T E R  O F  I N T E N T  

H C R  30 

J a n u a r y  18, 1988

P.O. BOX V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

D u r i n g  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  o n  H C R  30, n a m i n g  a m o u n t a i n  in h o n o r  of  
Dr. M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r . , s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  
m a k e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a m o u n t a i n  a s  m e a n i n g f u l  as  p o s s i b l e .  
T h e s e  i n c l u d e d :

1) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  b e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d  t o  a l l o w  
t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  v i s i t o r s  p o s s i b l e ;

2) t h a t  t h e r e  b e  s e v e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  p o i n t s ;

3) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  b e  n e a r  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  o r  J u n e a u  
a n d  h a v e  a  . 'likeness o f  Dr. K i n g  in o n e  o f  t h e  
o b s e r v a t i o n  a r e a s ;

4) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  b e  l a r g e  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  Dr. 
K i n g ' s  s t a t u r e ;

5) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  h a v e  a s e r e n e  a t m o s p h e r e  t o  r e f l e c t
Dr. K i n g ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  p e a c e ;

6) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  b e  v i s i b l e  f r o m  h e a v i l y  t r a v e l e d  air-
r o u t e s  s o  p i l o t s  c o u l d  p o i n t  i t  out; a n d

7) t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  c r o s s  t h e  A l a s k a - C a n a d a  b o r d e r  t o
s i g n i f y  Dr. K i n g ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  b a r r i e r s .

W h i l e  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  a d h e r e  t o  all o f  t h e  a b o v e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  in t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  m o u n t a i n  to 
h o n o r  Dr. K i n g ,  i t  is t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  i n t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  t h a t  as  m a n y  a s  p o s s i b l e  b e  f o l l o w e d .  M o s t  
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a n y  m o u n t a i n  n a m e d  tg_^ h o n o r  Dr. K i n g  s h o u l d  be  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a s  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  a n d / v i s i t o r s  as p o s s i b l e .

E y a h  Ul m e r ,  C h a i r  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s



. Mitch Ahoorl 
State Senate 
Box V
Juneau, AK 
99811

January 26, 1988

Dear Mr. Abood,

' am writing in reference to a resolution passed by the Horse to name an 
Alaskan mountain for Martin Luther King, Jr. I would like to point out that the 
Board on Geographic Names, at both the state and national levels, has a rather 
strict set of guidelines in the naming of any feature to be used officially on 
Federal maps or publications. Among, these guidelines is a policy of adherence 
to local usage of a name, if such usage exists. Also, there is a policy against 
using a name too often within certain boundaries and a policy of discouraging 
the use of a person's name, although in the case of Dr. King this should not be 
a problem.

I would like to caution the legislature, if it decides to take on the task 
of choosing a mountain for naming, against choosing one close to Anchorage. All 
of the peaks in the Anchorage area have local names which have been in use for 
the past 25 years or longer; not all of these are official, altiough the 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska has attempted in the past to make them so. Those 
of us who travel in and live in view of the mountains are accustomed to using 
these local names and would like to keep them as they are.

In Alaska there are four King Coves, nine King Creeks, two King Islands, 
two King Lakes, three King Mountains, three King Rivers, a Kings Bay, a King 
Slough, a Kings Point and a Kings Glacier. It might behoove the legislature to 
leave the task of naming mountains to the Geographic Board since it has more 
experience in doing so. If you have any questions regarding local mountains or 
would like any suggestions from the Mountaineering Club of Alaska in this 
matter, please feel free to contact me.

Willy°Hersman 
President, MCA
Chairman of the Committee on Geographic Names, MCA

Sincerely,

W i 1 1 v ^ I f p r c m n n
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3”̂  ’ Introduced: 1/11/88 5-1552A

Referred: State Affairs

r

BY PETTYJOHN, BARNES, FURNACE, 
HUDSON, MARTIN, MENARD, PEARCE, 
GRUENBERG, POURCHOT, ULMER

1 IN THE H O U S E  AND COLLINS

2 HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIC 'I NO. 30

3 IN THE LEGISL AT UR E OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IFTEENTH L EGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 R e qu es tin g that a mo un ta in in Alaska be

6 " named in h o no r of Dr. M ar t i n  L ut h e r

7 King, Jr.

8 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LE GIS LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHER EA S e qu ality under the law is the fundamental tenet of our repub-

10 lican f or m  of govern me nt  as established in our national and state consti-

11 tutions; and

12 W H ER EA S throughout his adult life, until the moment of his death by

13 assassination, Dr. M a r t i n  Lut he r King, Jr. articulated this. principle and

14 st ruggled tireles sl y for its perpetuation; and

15 W HE RE AS the life and w o r k  of Dr. King, in death, have become a symbol

16 for h u m a n  equali ty  u nd er law in our democr at ic  society; and

17 W H E R E A S  controversy has emerged from public debate as to the selection

18 of an A l a s k a n  m e m o r i a l  appropriate to h o n o r  the w or k  and principles ad-

19 voca ted  by Dr. King; and

20 W H E R E A S  c e rt ain  notorious organizations have introduced in the state

21 their efforts to exploit this public process to incite divisiveness and

\ 22 racial p r e j u d i c e s ; and ^    ---

23 W H E R E A S  it is desirable to t-lii * nt-i-fffyi-nd-o v p l n i r .UnL m  —'.m i l

24 honor the p r i n ci pl e of equality under law for w h i c h  M ar t i n  Luther King, Jr.

25 lived and died; and

26 W HE RE AS  in his most memorable a rt iculation of this principle, Dr. King

27 "dreamed" of h a v i n g  "been to the mountain top" from w h i c h  he envisioned the

28 ultimate benefits of such equality under law; and

29 WHERE. n creations such as buildings, streets, or parks are

HCR030A - I -  HCR 30



1 inherently transitory, but the principle of equality under the law which

2 Dr. King e sp o u s e d  is timeless; and

3 WHEREAS, u n d e r  AS 44.19.058, the State Geographic Board has the power

4 and the du t y  to determine the correct and most appropriate names of the

5 lakes, streams, mountains, and other geographic features in the state;

6 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Legislature respectfully requests

7 the G o v e r n o r  to direct the State Geographic Board to select a mounta in

8 w i t h i n  A l a s k a  and name it for Dr. Kar ti n Luther King, Jr.;

9 COPIES of this re so l u t i o n  shall be sent to^th e As s e m b ly o f the— Mttrri-c-^

10 -i *-y- n.f-an/>hnragD.;— the— H o n o r a b l a — Xim^-Fi'nkrp-MftyxnrTTf— ATTdKBYICge-;— an d —  fro ■

11 each m e m b e r  of the State G eo gr a p h i c  Board. + ^ d  L o A L e n

tiS- {»./-l v r c j 4 - Ia< FxZ&ciZtT-

\ c ^ \  U o V i ’c'A.n ^

C O d ' d i ' A  fc tO<^

HCR 3 0 -2- HCR030A
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1 IN THE HOUSE BT THK STATS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 30 (State Affaire)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Requeuting that a mountain In Alaska bo 

named in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKAs

WHEREAS equality under the law is the fundamental tenet of our repub­

lican form of government as established in. our notional and state consti­

tutions r and

WHEREAS throughout his adult life, until the moment of his death by 

assassination. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. articulated this principle and 

struggled tirelessly for its perpetuationj ana

WHEREAS the life and work of Dr, King, in death, have become a symbol 

for human aquality under law in our democratic society} and

JJHEREAS it ia desirable to honor the principle of equality under law 

for which Martin Luther King, Jr. lived and dledj and

WHERFJIS in his most memorable articulation of this principle, Dr. King 

"dreamed" of having "been to the mountain top" from which he envisioned the 

ultimata benefits of such equality under lawj and

WHEREAS hur.3n creations such as buildings, streets, or porks are 

inherently transitor*’, but the principle of equality under the law which 

Dr. King ocpeujed is timelesst and

WHEREAS, under AS 44.19.053, th® State Gaogrnnhic Board has the power 

| and *-he dutv tc decerni.-." the correct and moat nopropriace names of the
I ,
| lak-s, streams, mountains, and othar gcngraohic .* natures in the stntaj
i

?E IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests
!?!'

! the Governor CO direct the State Geographic doard Co select a mountain

- 1 -  CSHCR 3 0 (S A )



within Alaska and name it for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.*

COPIES o£ this resolution shall be sent to each member of the State 

Geographic Board* to the Martin Luther Xing, Jr. Holiday Celebration com­

mittees in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau* the federal Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Holiday Celebration Commi33ion* and to Mrs. Coretta Scoct King.
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State Capitol
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O ffic e  o f  t h e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r
P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

A l l  Editors

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Fritz Pettyjohn 
H o u s e  M i n o r i t y  Leader

De c e m b e r  11, 1987

O n  Thursday, D e c ember 8th, I p r e s e n t e d  the following 
r e s o l u t i o n  p r o p o s i n g  an A l a s k a  m e m orial to the late Dr. Martin 
L u t h e r  King, Jr. to the M a r t i n  Luther King, Jr. C o m m i t t e e  of 
the A n c h o r a g e  Assembly.' On the basis of its v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
r e c e p t i o n  I w i l l  introduce the resolution when the A l a s k a  
l e g i s l a t u r e  convenes in January.

It is i m p o r t a n t  the individual legislators, state-wide, have 
t h e  b e n e f i t  of optimum constituent input on this matter, and 
I u r g e  A l a s k a n  Citizens to express t h e i r  views to their 
legislators.

I b e l i e v e  t h e  resolution can a ccomplish three critical 
objectives: It will provide, in Alaska, a natio n a l l y  u nique
m e m o r i a l  to M a r t i n  L u t h e r  King, Jr. and the p r i n ciple of 
e q u a l i t y  u n d e r  law for w h i c h  h e  struggled; it will h e l p  to 
re solve a local debate that has gone on too long; and it will 
send a m e s s a g e  to t h o s e  organizations t h a t  have come to Alaska 
to incite u n r e s t  that r acism will not be tolerated here.




