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* Sponsor Statement *
HCR 41

HCR 41 would declare Alaska®s interest In a healthy environment and would
add Alaska 3 voice to those of communities worldwide who have declared
their support for Earth Day. Already over 120 countries are planning to
observe Earth Day 1990. Thousands of smaller political subdivisions such
as states, counties, cities and towns are likewise expressing their interest.

Earth Day 1970 was the largest organized demonstration in human history.
Ten thousand schools, two thousand colleges and universities, and virtually
every community in the United States participated. All told, it involved
more than 20 million people.

Earth Day 1990 is an effort to focus public attention on the future of our
environment. When the Exxon Valdez went aground, Alaskans received a
shocking reminder of how the natural systems which support us are
interconnected. Our communities, economies and quality of life depend upon
a healthy biosphere. Oceans, forests, taiga and tundra are all networks of
living things, whole systems whose productivity ultimately sustains our
human culture.

As befits its grass roots origins, Earth Day in Alaska will be observed by
each community in itsown way. HCR 41 calls on all Alaskans to
participate while leaving the degree and nature of that participation to
individual discretion. Each community, business, or citizens group could
observe the day inwhatever manner seems most appropriate for its
circumstance.

Earth Day 1990 seeks to include the broadest possible cross-section of
society. National organizers are business, media, religious, political, labor,
academic, cultural and environmental leaders, it isnon-partisan with
leaders of both Democratic and Republican parties among its supporters.
Earth Day is inclusive and non-confrontational in spirit.

HCR 41 seeks to express Alaskans support for the values embodied in Earth
Day 1990 by formally marking April 22, 1990 as Earth Day in Alaska.
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But the biggestdemonstration in history should be only the beginning

BY JEANNE MC DOWRU.

1 Iwill begin at sunrise on April 22, with chureh bells
pculing for the health of the planet. In tiny chapels
and grand cathedrals. Sunday sermons will stress

the moral responsibility of environmental uwurenexs,
And in thousands of communities around the world,
citizens will stage a cacophony of events: parades
proclamations, protests, teach-ins, trash-Ins and (CO*
fairs. In Scuttle, residents will demonstrate against
pollution In Puget Sound, Environmentalists In West
Bengal, Indlu, ore planning a bicycle procession,
Schoolchildren on Mauritius, atiny island in the Indi-
an Oecun, will plant trees. And a team of climbers
from the U.S., the Soviet Union and China Intends to
reach the summit of Mount Everest and clean up de-
bris left by previous expeditions. If all goes us planned,
at least 100 million people will take part in the largest
global demonstration In history: Earth Day 1990.

The April 22 date has special meaning for environ-
mentalists: it marks the 20th unniversary of tho first
Earth Day, In that memorable 197U mobiliza-
tion. which evolved from an idea by Sena’
tor Gaylord Nelson, more than 20 mil-
lion Amerlcuns, many of them <
students, rallied under the bunncr
of Mother Nature. Their plco for
action helped lead to the passage ¢
of the Clean Air Act and the cre-
ation of the U.S. Environmental <
Protection Agency.

The organizers of Earth Day
1990 hope It will have » similar
galvanizing effect, that It will
chunge individual behavior and
launch a decade of environmental ac- V'
tivism. This time the event will be Inter-
national. reflecting the recognition that
all the major environmental threats are
global in scope. More than 100 countries,
including Hungary and Uganda, have started
to form committees and plan activities. Says De-
nis Hayes, a San Francisco lawyer and chairman
of Earth Day 1990, aninternational umbrella or-
ganization: "The whole thrust of Earth Day as
wc go into the 1990s is an environment that is
much brighter, a far more diversified movement
and, hopefully, aworking agenda for the next ten
yeura."

If Earth Day 1970 wes almost spontaneous,
next year'ssequel has become a strategic opera-
tion. Hayes, who was a 25-ycar-old Hurvard law
student when he temporarily dropped out of
school to help organize the first Earth Day. isthe
driving force behind the current campaign. With
principal funding from foundations and individ-
uals, Eurth Day 1990 has a 115-mcmber Amcrl-
cun board of directors thai includes prominent
environmentalists, politicians, business execu-
tives, religious leaders, celebrities, labor officials
and journalists, among others. There is an
international arm with representatives from
33 countries.

At Eurth Day 1990 headquarters In Palo Alto,
Calif., 20 stufT members are plotting strategy us if tho
event were a political campaign. "We’'re organizing
neighborhoods, regions and spcclul constituencies,"
says communications director Dinnu Aldridge. The
group has taken u few marketing cues from Madison
Avenue aswell. As part of a drive to raise $3 million,
Earth Day 1990is licensing its logo, which will be plas-
tered on everything from coffee mugs to windbreak-
cm. Posters and ads will soon appear carrying the slo-
gan EARTH DAY 1990: WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T CHANGE
THEWORLD?

But Hayes' group is not trying to run the whole
show. It will organize nationally and regionally and of-
fer support for local groups, making suggestions for
setting up events. Several smuller organizations artl
extremely active. Earth Day 20, agroup bused in Seat-
tle, is planning aweek-long exposition in anatural am-
phitheater in the Columbia River Gorge during the
seven days leading op to Eurth Duy, The events, which
will combine exhibits, musical performances and

speeches, will be broudcust live by satellite to
screens In shopping mails and on college
campuses uround the US. Earth Day
20 is olso co-sponsoring grass roots
action by the National Toxics
Campuign to urge companies that
rclense excessive amounts of pol-
lution to sign good neighbor
agreements on reducing toxic

emissions,
One of the muin goals of
Earth Day 1990 is to help broad-
en the environmental movement
far beyond Its upper-class, bird-
watcher buse. Six national labor
unions have already endorsed the event,
and in February a group from Earth
" Day 1990 will embark on a nationwide
tour to urge minority-group members to get
involved. Observes Gerry Stover, executive
director of the Environmental Consortium for
Minority Outreach: "In this country 4 out of fi
toxic-waste dumps are in or neur minority com-
munities. These people huve os much stuke in
what happens as mulnsircam America, maybe

more,"

Above all, the orgunizers hope to have politi-
cal Impact. Says Christina Desser, a lawyer and
executive director of Eurth Day 1990: "Whercax
1970 awakened people to the iVsucs, 1990 needs
to make the environment the screen through
which all other decisions are made. | want to sec
millions of people metaphorically standing in
the same direction und yelling the same thing to
policymukeiv 'Hey, get it, you guys? Wc mean it.
If you don't respond, we'll find someone who
will.™

Earth Dav 1990 will show how much people
care about their planet. The challenge of the

next decade will be to channel thut concern
into strong and sustained action to save en-
dangered earth. .
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' By JON CECIL 'V'

Wliere were you on April 22,1970?
Thatwas the first Earth Day and 20
million people participated in the
event. The 20th anniversary is, '-j S*& e
rapidly approaching—April 22, world’s natural resources. 'v*
1990—and a massive worldwide* « Today, individual actions have a
observation and celebration is globalimpacton our environment,
planned. v.J* v .4£. The plastic foam cup you drank

The original Earth Day marked your coffee from this morning will
the beginning of this nation’s en- destroy billions and billions of
vironmental conciousness. Within ozone molecules in the upper
two years of thatday, the Clean Air atmosphere 25 years from now.
Act, Clean Water Act, Environ- This loss of ozone decreases our
mental Educati. nActwere passed protection from ultraviolet rays
and the Environmental Protection ‘ and increases our chances of con-
Agency was formed. - ¢ infracting skin cancer, *ie

Many individuals remember the The increased use of fossil fuels
first Earth Day with visions of long raisestheamountofcarbon dioxide
hair, love beads, and Volkswagen ~in the atmosphere creating a
vans. In whatever context you re- » ‘‘greenhouse effect.Vt,This phe-
member that day, it was an impor- f(pomenaraisesthe average tempei;-
tant milestone in the environmen- ;ature of the earth and.may cause
tal movement. .- * vocean levels to rise.

We again are atacritical pointin “~Reducing global earth warming
the history of our planet. and ozone depletion requires per-

Oil spills, global warming, toxic sonal commitmentfas well as
waste, and overflowing landfills national regulation and interna-
make the headlines, locally, tional agreements. _
nationally; and globally. Our en- >3;Alaska with all of its abundant
vironmental dilemmas are serious 'fhatural resources, has some major
and global in scope. There is no- '.environmental problems. - 1
where on this planet to escape. ~4fc'Oil spillsj toxic wastes, and pol- ’

While Earth Day focuses on luted ground water all seem like
many issues, it will also focus on -problemstoolarge forany oneindi-
their solutions. We have the know- - -vidual to change. But they are not;
ledge to reduce and correct many ‘whatwedopsindividuals has merit
of our environmental dilemmas; it 6n a worldly scale. o
is the motivation that is lacking. = Maintaining your catalytic con-

History and science tell us thatif verter arid;using only unleaded
we don’t change the way we use gasoline redtices acid rain; recycl-
natural resources in the 1990s, we ing your ofl’ahd antifreeze instead
are destined in the next century to  of pouring It into your backyard
preside over the decline.qf our protects our ground water; reduc-

* »

° *

] — =y

/=£n

C
S, = oa V- fov

a® Dt © e

ingyourtrips to the store and keep-
ing your car in tune will slow down
our need for more oil. din>Vr'£E3t-~

Refusing to accept food pack-
aged in plastic foam, using only
paper bags for your groceries, re -'
cycling newspapers and cans'or.
putting your grass clippings and
leaves in a compost pile instead of
the local landfill are easy steps to
take.

Simple things done on a personal
level can make a difference.in
Alaska. »

If we work together and convince*
others that these efforts warrant
our time and effort, communities
can reduce the environmental”
problems we -

The next step is:to.elect indi-
viduals that believe as we do.
Togetherwe can make a differenc-

Earth Day 1990 is more than a ..

"one-day remembrance of the past; ;

it marks the start of a strongeren-r

. vironmental respect® commit-;
- ment to change, an environmental; -

renaissance. ¢

Individuals W erestetl in plan- T
ning an Earth Day 1990 event in %
Fairbanks are encouraged to meet
on Jan..9, 1990, at the Noel Wien'‘s
Library Auditorium at‘7 p.m. to
help begin planning the 20-year
celebration of Earth Day...

For more information, call 479-

Jon Gecil works in providing tedmical
assistance o local governments. He is
chairmanoia local group planning Earth
Day activities.



NAT WILDLIFE FED

101ST CONGRESS n Vv ra T ift <
1st Sessiok i .J . K E a . 1 5 9

To designate April 22, 1990 as Earth Day, and to set aside the day for public
activities promoting preservation’of the global environment,

m THE SENATE-OF THE UNITED STATES

June 20 (legislative day, Ja.vuajsy 8), 1839

Mi, Gore (for himself, Hr, Mitchell, M, Okafes, M. Wisth, Mr. Hsjnz,
and Mr, Kerry) Introduced the following join: resolution; which was read
twice and referred to the Committee oc the Judiciary

JJO I N T R E S O L U T I O N

To designate April 22, 1990 as Earth Day, and to set aside the
day for public activities promoting preservation of the global
environment.

Whereas we face an international environmental crisis that de-
mands the attention of the American people and citizens of
every nation in the world, and we must build alliances that
transcend the boundaries dividing countries, continents, and
cultures in order to solve it;

Whereas *\e need to confront environmental problems of in-
creasing severity, including climate change; depletion of the
stratospheric ozone layer; loss of forests, wetlands, and
other wildlife habitats; acid rain; air pollution; ocean pollu-
tion; and hazardous and solid waste buildup;



Whorons we must educate and encourage individuals to recog-
nize the environmental impact of their daily livaa by becom-
Ing environmentally responsible  consumers, - conserving
energy, increasing recycling efforts, and promoting environ-
mental responsibility in their communities”

Whereas it will take major publio polioy initiatives to cure the
causes of environmental degredation, such a3 phasing out
the manufacture and use of chlorofiuorocarbons, minimizing
and recycling solid wastes, improving energy efficiency, pro*
tecting biodiversity, promoting reforestation, and moving
toward sustainable development throughout the world:

Whereas almost twenty years ago, millions of Americana joined
together on Earth Day to express an unprecedented concern
for the environment, and their collective action resulted in
the passage of sweeping laws to protect our air, our water,
and the lands around us;

Whereas we must make the 1990s an “International Environ-
ment Decade”, and forge an international alliance to re-
spond to global environmental problems; ar.d

Whereas to inaugurate this environmental decade, we must once
again stand up together in cities, towns, and villages around
the world for a day of collective action to declare our shared
resolve. Now therefore, be it

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
2 of the United Slates of America in Congress assembled,
S That April 22, 1990, shall be designated and proclaimed as
4 Earth Day, and that the day shall be set aside for public*
5 activities promoting preservation of the global environment,

0
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Designating April 22, 1990, as “Earth Day” = promote the preservation of tho
global environment.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

June 27,1989

M. tIDAor. (for himself, Mr. Lewis of Georgia, Mr. Geeen, and Ms. Sgknei-
deb) introduced the following Joint resolution; which wes referred to the
Committee oa Post Office and Civil Sendee

J O I N T R E § O L U T I O N

Designating April 22, 1990, as "Earth Pay" to promote the
preservation of the global environment.

Whereas the vorld faces an international environmental crisis
that demands the attention of individuals in the United
States and citizens of every nation of the world so that alli-
ances can be built that transcend the boundaries dividing
countries, continents, and cultures;

Whereas there is a need to confront environmental problems of
Increasing severity, including climate change, depletion of
the stratospheric ozone layer, loss of forests, wetlands, and
other wildlife habitats, acid Tab, air pollution, ocean pollu-
tion, and hazardous and solid waste buildup;

Whereas education and encouragement is necessary for Individ--
uals to reoognize the environmental impact of daily living



(2)003
MAT WILDLIFE FED

1o/18s6s  09:23 and to become environmentally responsible consumers by
conserving energy, increasing recycling efforts, and promot-
ing environmental responsibility in communities;

Whereas major public policy initiatives are necessary to cure the
causes of environmental degradation, such as eliminating the
manufacture and use of chlorofluorocarbons, minimizing and
recycling solid wastes, Improving energy efnoienoy, protect-
Ing biodiversity, promoting reforestation, and initiating sus-
tainable development throughout the world;

Whereas, nearly 20 years ago, millions of individuals in the
United States joined together on Earth Day to express an
unprecedented concern for the environment, and such collec-
tive action resulted in the passage of sweeping laws to pro-
tect the air, water, and land.

Whereas the 1990's should he observed as the International En-
vironment Decade in order to forge an international alliance
m response to global environmental problems; and

Whereas, to inaugurate the environmental decade, individuals
should again stand together In cities, towns, and villages
around the world lor a day of collective action to declare a
shared resolve: How, therefore, be it

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of
2 the United States of America in Comgress assembled, That
3 April 22, 1990, is designated as “Earth Day", and the
4 people of the United States are called upon to observe the
5 week with appropriate ceremonies and activities that promote
6 preservation of the global environment.
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EARTHDAY 1s5c PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS

(partial lisO

Earth Day 1990 is working with hundreds of local, stato and national

organizations

including:

African Wildlife Foundation
Alliance for Environmental Education, Inc.

American
American
American
American
American

Academy' for Park and Recreation Administration
Association of Retired Persons

Association of Zoological Parksand Aquariums
Cave Conservation Association

Conservation Association.

Americans for Indian Opportunity
Atlantic Center for the Environment

Alirterican
American
American
American
American
American
American
American
American
American

Chestnut Foundation

Council for an Energy Efficient Economy
Farmland Trust

Forestry Association

Fisheries Society

Hiking Society

Oceans Campaign

Oceans Society

Rivers

Wildlands

Appalachian Mountain Club

Appalachian Trail

Conference

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
Audubon Naturalist Society of the Central Atlantic States
Better World Society

Boone and Crockett Club

California Tomorrow

Center for the Biology of Natural Systems
Chesapeake Bay Alliance

Children’s Defense Fund

Citizen Action

Citizen's Clearinghouse for Hazardous Waste
Clean Water Action

Climate

Conservation

Institute

International

Council on Economic Priorities

Council on the Environment of New York City
Defenders of Wildlife

Delaware Valley Earth Day 90 Coalition

Department of Energy

Earth Island Institute

Earth Awareness and Restoration Through Healing
Earth First!

Earth Watch

Earthsave

Foundation

Energy and Environment and Study Institute

Environmental
Environmental
Environmental
Environmental
Environmental

Defense Foundation
Defense Fund
Media Association
Protection Agency
Action Foundation

Environmental Coalition for North America

.03
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Environmental Law Institute

Environmental Policy Institute

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs

Franklin Research And Development
Freshwater Foundation

Friends of the National Zoo

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the United Nations Environment Programme
Friends of the Earth/Environmental Policy Institute
Garden Club of America

Georgia Conservancy

Global Tomorrow Coalition

Greenpeace USA

Human Environment Center

Humane Society of the United States

Illinois Environmental Council

Inform

Institute for Local Self-Reliance

Institute for Alternative Agriculture, Inc,
International Union of Concerned Naturalists
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
J,N, "Ding" Darling Foundation

Land Between the Lakes Association

Land Trust Exchange

League of Conservation Voters

League of Women Voters

League of American Wheelmen

National Arbor Day Foundation

National Association of Conservation Districts
National Association of Interpretation
National Association of State Foresters
National Audubon Society

National Celebration of the Outdoors

National Center for Atmospheric Research
National Council for Families and Television
National Educational Association

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Institute for Urban Wildlife
National Park Service

National Parks and Conservation Association
National Recycling Coalition

National Recreation and Park Association
National Parks and Conservation Association
National Student Environmental Action Coalition
National Trust for Historic Preservation
National Wildlife Refuge Association
National Wildlife Federation

National Woodland Owners Association
Native American Rights Fund

Natural Areas Association

Natural Resources Defense Council

Natural Resources Council of America

New England Environmental Conference
North American Conference on Religion and Ecology
North  American Bluebird Society

North  American Wildlife Foundation

Oceanic Society

0
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Planned Parenthood Federation of America
Population Crisis Committee
Population-Environmcnt  Balance
Potomac Valley Green Network
Preservation Action

Project for Public Spaces

Public Citizen

Purple Marlin Conservation Association
Rachel Carson Council, Inc,

Rails to Trails Conservancy

Rainbow Coalition

Rainforest Information Centre
Rainforest Action Network

Renew America

Resource Renewal Institute

Rocky Mountain Institute

Safe Energy Communication Council
Save the Bay

Save the Manatee Committee

Scenic  America

Sierra Club

Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund

Small Cities Cable Television
Smithsonian Institution

Society of American Foresters

Society for Range Management

Soil and Water Conservation Society
Student Conservation Association
The Land Institute

The Walkways Center

The Conservation Fund

The Conservation Foundation

The Environmental Consortium

The Wilderness Society

The Nature Conservancy

The lzaak Walton League of America
Trout Unlimited, Inc.

Trust for Public Land

Trust for the Future

U.S. PIRG

Union of Concerned Scientists

United States Department of Agriculture
United Nations Environmental Programme
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
United States Department of Interior
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Western Power Associates

Wilderness Society

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Council
Wildlife Society

Wildlife Management Institute
World Resources Institute
Worldwatch Institute

World Wildlife Fund

Worldwide

Zero Population Growth

.08
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SECTION 2

Executive Sum m ary

Americans for the Environment, the NationzJ W ildlife Federation and Sierra
Club, the three sponsors ofthis report, feelvery strongly thatpublic concern, which
breathed life into the environmentalmovement,is stillthe mostpowerfulcatalystfor
change. We commissioned this reportin order to determine the level and growth of

public demand for aclean and healthy environment.

We asked Louis Harris, one of America's premier pollsters, to analyze how

strongly citizens feel aboutthe quality of the environment, environmental policies

and whatrole these issues w ill play in the politics of the 1990s. (Section HI.)
Louis Harris' findings were clear, farreaching and startling — Harris posits
that "in 1992 or in 1996, a president will be chosen and elected with a pro-

environment stance as his primary identification."

Louls Harris:

"The issue ofthe environment has by new become an explosive and decisive
cutting edge in mainstream politics."

"..with the Alaskan oilspill,and apervading sense thatthe Bush Administra-
tion was ultra-cautious about committing the full resources of the federal
governmentto theclean-up effortin thefirstfew days,President Bush's rating
on handling the enviromnent dropped to 39% positive and 49% negative, an
increase of 17 points in the negative column.”

"An earlier Harris Poll in February 1989, demonstrated clearly that the
American peopleare ready and willing toseemaore spendingforenvironmental
matters, even if that means raising their own taxes."



The R ising Tide:Public O pinion,Policy and Politics

[Louis Harris continued]

"Over the years...polls have demonstrated the steady and solid growth of the
environment asa priority forgovernment and as a political issue."

"Indeed, it is possible that in 1992 or in 1996, a president will be chosen and
elected with a pro-environment stance as his primary identification. Such a
prospect would have seemed impossible only a decade ago."

Republican pollster V. Lance Tarrance,Jr.,and Democratic pollster Celinda C.
Lake were asked to write analyses describing the effect environmental issues may

have on the next decade of electoral politics. (Section 1V.)

They both found environmentalissues areincreasing dram atically in salience,
that environmentalists represent a key segment of the swing and ticket-splitting
electorate and that "symbolic gestures and cosmetic solutions will increasingly be
seen as inadequate by voters, who will demand real action..." globally as well as

domestically.

V. Lance Tarrance, Jr.:

"There is little doubt now that the Exxon Valdez oil tragedy in Alaska will
indeed becomea "moment in history" that may shape the 1990 election debate
— mobilizing voters tofeel more intensely about the need to act quickly and
decisively to protect not only this country's environment, but perhaps the
planet's environment as well."

"..wemaybemoving towardsasomewhathigherlevel ofattitudinal thinking
that would lead toa complete reassessmentofwhetherourgovernment leaders
are acting in a way that is ecologically responsible for the whole planet.”

"..environmental concerns have beena central issueforabout20% to 25% of
the electorate when compared to other issues ofthe day..."

"Thus, thereisalatentpoliticalcoalition thatis more broadbased than has been
generally assumed."

"The 1990 elections may now indeed shift somewhat to provide more intensity
on the "environmental care" issue inasimilar way that we have been looking
at the "health care" issues over the last 20 years."

"..the environmental protection issue is moving from tactical discussions to
more long-range global responsibility."
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The Rising Tide-Public O pinion,Policy and Politics

Celinda C. Lake:

"Since the 1970s, we have seen a dramatic increase in the salience ofenviron-
mental issues in voters' minds — a pattern that will continue through the
1990s, as baby boom voters, who care most about these issues, increasingly
dominate the electorate and environmentalproblems become ever more appar-
ent.”

"Protection of the environment, in fact, has become a valence issue — a basic
American value..."

"Environmentalists now constitute a key segment of the swing and ticket-
splitting electorate...”

"Environmental issues have made the biggest differencesfor Democrats in re-
inforcing supportamongworkingwomen — increasingly akeysupportgroup
— and in targeting young, swing Republican voters in suburban areas."

"In the 1990s, environmental issues could have an increasing strategic
importance for Democrats in national elections and in new Congressional
districts."

"Symbolic gestures and cosmetic solutions will increasingly be seen as
inadequate by voters, who will demand real action...”

Finally, to further illuminate the significant changes in America's attitudes
and values towards the environment, we examined many years' worth of polling
data on environmental issues to determine the direction of public opinion on key
issues such as: the role of the federal government, government spending on the
environment, environmentallaws and regulations, and the public's generalconcern

for the environment. (Section V.)
The major findings of this section are:

*There is an increasing awareness of and concern for the gnvity of

environmental problems facing America.
By an overwhelming majority, Americans want the federal govern-
ment to become more actively involved in solving environmental

problems.

*A majority of Americans believe this country needs tougherlaws and
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regulations to protect the environment. This represents a marked
increase from 1977, when the Roper Organization found only 27% of

the public calling for stricter laws.

*A majority of Americans believe we should spend more money to

improve and protectthe environment.

*As public awareness ofand concern for the gravity ofenvironmental
problems have grown, Americans havebecome more willing topay for

cleaning up the environment.

eOver the last four years (1985-1988), Cambridge Reports has found
that a majority of Americans agree that "we must sacrifice economic

growth in order to preserve and protect the environment."

*The public's awareness of and concern for specific environmental
problems — from wilderness protection to the dumping of hazardous
wastes — have been increasing asrapidly as have their more general

concerns about the environment.





