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Representative Max F. Gruenbeirg, Jr.

District 11 
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

MEMORANDUM
March 20, 1990

TO: Representative H.A. "Re^Boucher \

FROM: Representative Max F, Gruenberg, J r

RF-5 Hearing Request for HB 586

On behalf of Representative Ron Larson and myself, I  would like to 
request a hearing for HB 586, "An act placing certain m ilitary employees 
of the Department of M ilitary and Veterans' Affairs in the exempt 
service; and providing for an effective date."
This b i l l  creates exempt positions in the DMVA for fire-figh ters and 
security personnel who are required to be Alaska National Guardsmen. 
Through these positions, the DMVA w ill receive federal funding for 8 new 
crash-rescue fire-figh ters a t Kulis Air National Guard Base. The 
positions and a l l  of the ir required support are fully funded by the 
federal government.
Since Kulis ANG base is  located adjacent to Anchorage International 
Airport, these fire-figh ters w ill provide a valuable addition to the 
existing airport crash-rescue capabilities.
I  would greatly appreciate i t  i f  you would schedule a hearing for th is 
b i l l  a t your earliest possible convenience.
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HB 586

Summary o f  B i l l : The b i l l  w ou ld  c r e a t e  new c l a s s e s  o f  exem pt em p loyees in  t h e
s t a t u t e s .  T h ese  new c l a s s e s  w ould  b e  f o r  s e c u r i t y  p e r so n n e l and c r a s h -r e s c u e  
f i r e f i g h t e r s  in  EMVA who a r e  r e q u ir e d  t o  b e  members o f  t h e  A la sk a  N a t io n a l  
Guard.

Background; Exempt em p lo y ees a r e  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  m e r it  sy s tem , 
p e r so n n e l r u l e s ,  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a in in g  la w s . P o s i t io n s  i n  EMVA w h ich  a r e  
r e q u ir e d  t o  b e  f i l l e d  b y  members o f  t h e  A la sk a  N a t io n a l Guard a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
N a tio n a l Guard r e g u la t io n s  and p r o c e d u re s  c o n c e m ii ig  em ploym ent s ta n d a r d s  and 
p erform an ce , d i s c i p l i n e ,  and o t h e r  a s p e c t s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  p e r so n n e l

Im pact o f  B i l l  on  D epartm ent o f  M i l i t a r y  and V e te r a n s  A f f a i r s : The d epartm ent
h a s  r e c e n t ly  r e c e iv e d  f e d e r a l  fu n d in g  f o r  e i g h t  new f u l l  t im e  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s  
in  t h e  c r a s h - r e s c u e  f i r e f i g h t i n g  u n i t  a t  K u lis  A ir  N a t io n a l Guard B ase .
B ecau se  t h i s  new m is s io n  i s  a  m i l i t a r y  m is s io n ,  t h e  EMVA w i l l  r e q u ir e  t h a t  th e  
in d iv id u a ls  f i l l i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  b e  members o f  t h e  A la sk a  N a t io n a l Guard.

A d d it io n a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  r e q u ir in g  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  b e  f i l l e d  by members 
o f  t h e  N a t io n a l Guard i s  a s  f o l lo w s :  1) t h e  t r a i n in g  r e q u ir e d  f o r  t h e s e  
p o s i t i o n s  t o  o b t a in  and m a in ta in  e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  p erform  t h e  d u t i e s  i s  a v a i la b le  
o n ly  on a  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  and i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n ly  t o  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l;  2) t h e  
work o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  done un der s t r i c t  m i l i t a r y  g u id e l in e s  and 
r e q u ir e m e n ts , and w i l l  e n t a i l  t h e  h ig h  d e g r e e  o f  r i s k  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  m i l i t a r y  
p e r so n n e l a s s ig n e d  t o  t h i s  m is s io n ;  3) t h e  p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  t r a in e d  a s  backup  
s e c u r i t y  g u a rd s f o r  K u lis  ANG B a se , r e q u ir in g  t h e i r  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  m i l i t a r y  
w eaponry; 4) t h e  p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  w ork in g w ith  and f o r  o th e r  m iliu a r y  
p e r so n n e l on K u lis  ANG B a se , and w i l l  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  ad h ere  t o  m i l i t a r y  
s ta n d a r d s , d i s c i p l i n e ,  c h a in  o f  command, and c o u r te s y ;  5) t h e  p o s i t i o r s  w i l l  b e  
r e q u ir e d  t o  o b ta in  a  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  c le a r a n c e  t o  p erform  som e o f  t h e i r  
d u t ie s ;  6) p a s s a g e  o f  an n u a l p h y s ic a l  f i t n e s s  t e s t s  and random drug t e s t s  
r e q u ir e d  u n der m i l i t a r y  r e g u la t io n s  w i l l  b e  a  c o n d it io n  f o r  r e t e n t io n  o f  t h e  
j o b .

B ecau se  t h e  new p o s i t i o n s  t o  b e  c r e a te d  w i l l  b e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e  dep artm en t n e ed s  
t h e  freedom  o f  a p p o in tm en t, d i s c i p l i n e ,  and d i s m is s a l  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  
ca n  o n ly  b e  p r o v id e d  b y  c r e a t in g  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  in  t h e  exem pt s e r v i c e .

The in c lu s io n  o f  s e c u r i t y  g u a rd s in  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  in  a n t i c ip a t io n  
o f  t h e  h ig h  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l Guard Bureau w i l l  r e q u ir e  t h e  
d ep artm en t t o  p r o v id e  m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  g u a rd s a t  K u lis  ANG B ase  in  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e ,  t o  r e p la c e  t h e  c o n tr a c te d  s e c u r i t y  gu a rd s now p r o v id in g  l im i t e d  
s e c u r i t y  s e r v i c e .  The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  t o  b e  m i l i t a r y  i s  th e  
same a s  f o r  t h e  f i r e f i g h t e r s .

A s i d e  b e n e f i t  o f  p a s sa g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  i t  
p r o v id e s  t o  t h e  dep artm en t w ould  make i t  more a b le  t o  com pete s u c c e s s f u l l y  
w it h in  t h e  N a t io n a l Guard t o  a t t r a c t  more f e d e r a l l y  funded s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s .

D epartm ental P o s i t io n  on B i l l : EMVA s t r o n g ly  su p p o r ts  t h i s  b i l l .
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d  L a r s o n  
A l a s k a  s t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a r s o n :

We f e e l  t h a t  H o u s e  b i l l  5 8 6  m u s t  b e  e n a c t e d  t h i s  y e a r  i f  
we a r e  t o  ta k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h i r e  
e i g h t  f u l l  t i m e  c r a s h - r e s c u e  f i r e f i g h t e r s  t h i s  y e a r .

I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  w h i c h  d e t a i l s  o u r  
p o s i t i o n s .  P l e a s e  c a l l  s h o u l d  y o u  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y

J
M
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  
T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l

E n c l o s u r e




