


H o u s e  C o m m it t e e  o n  S t a t e  A f f a ir s

RECAP OF 
HB 483

Village Public Safety Officers

Received February 7,1990
by Reps. Hoffman, Swackhammer, Hudson, Wallis

Heard February 21, 1990

Passed Out of Committee February 21, 1990 
4 Do Pass



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Item  1:

Item  2: 

Item  3:

Item  4:

HB 483: Village Public Safety Officers

HB 483 by Reps. Hoffman, Swackhammer, 
Hudson, Wallis

Fiscal Nrte by Dept, of Public Safety

Memorandum from Rep. Hoffman, January 16, 
1990

Position Paper by Dept, of Public Safety, 
February 20, 1990



HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
.

(7)
D a te  R e f e r r e d :  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1990

D a te  o f  C o m m ittee  A c t i o n :

FURTHER REFERRALS:
FINANCE

The STATE AFFAIRS C o m m ittee  c o n s i d e r e d :

HOUSE BILL NO. 483 VILLAGE PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS

HB 483

"An A c t  a m e n d in g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'p e a c e  o f f i c e r '  i n  t h e  A la s k a  
S t a t u t e s  t o  i n c l u d e  v i l l a g e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s . "

«&s
I I
1

RECOMMENDATIONS:
b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h

X

t ] t h e  same t i t l e  
[ ] a  new t i t l e

h a v e  a t t a c h e d  am en d m en t(s )  
d o  p a s s  
do  n o t  p a s s  
no  re c o m m e n d a t io n

I
i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e C o m m ittee

ADOPTS:
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL N O T E (s i:

• ■ , (D ep t)
[ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t_________ ■

l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t
APPROVES PREVIOUS:

[ ] f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )
(D a te /D e p t)

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  no te_ [ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )
[> ( ]  z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s P o h & S f l y  [ ] z e r o  f n / a n a l y s i s

SIGNING DO PASS:

C h a i r m a n 's  s i g n a t u r e



STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL VERSION: HB 483
PUBLISH DATE: _________

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:________________________________________________________________________________________

Revision Date: _______________________________ A g e n c y  Affected: Public Safety

Title: V111 age Pi >11 c_Safetv_Qff1cgj_s_ BRU:  Alaska State Troopers
Added to Definition of Peace Officer _________________________________________

Sponsor: Representative Hoffman, etc. Component:_____ Detachments_________

Requestor: House State Affairs_________ _______________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars) (Inflation not Included)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS I

TOTAL O P ERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- I

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands o f  Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER/PROG RCPT 

TOTAL

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 o !

0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page 1f necessary)

No fiscal Impact anticipated.

Jy Prepared by: Francis C. Allan______________________________ Phone: 2 6 9 - 5 6 91____

(Jyjy^ODIvlslon: Alaska State Troopers________________________ Date: 02/14/90

Approved by Commissioner: ^ A r t h u r  English Date: 'A A To

Agency: Department of Public Safety Page 1 of 1___



GOODNEW5 BAY
KASIGLUK
KIPNUK
KONGIGANAK
KWETHLUK
KWIGILUN'GOK T O / ?  
MEKORYL'K 
NArAKJAK 
NAPASK1AK 
NEWTOK 
NIGHTMUTE 
NUNANTCHUK 
OSCARVILLE 
PLATINUM 
QUINHAGAK 
TDKSOOK BAY
t l w u t u u a k
TUNUNAK

P A T E §

shjibjjs

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R e d  B o u c h e r  
C h a irm a n ,  H o u se  S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m it te e

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  L y m a n  H o ffm a n  
C o -C h a irm a n ,  H o u se  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e

J a n u a ry  16, 1990

H o u s e  Bill 483

I have  in tro d u c e d  H o u se  B ill  483 , "A n A c t a m e n d in g  the  d e f in i t io n  o f  
'peace  o ff ic e r '  in  the  A la sk a  S ta tu tes ,  to in c lu d e  v il lag e  p u b l ic  safe ty  
o ff ice rs" ,  b e c a u se  these  y o u n g  m en  and  w o m en  a re  on the  f ro n t  l ine  
p ro v id in g  law  e n fo rc e m e n t ,  f ire  p ro te c t io n ,  an d  sea rch  an d  re scu e  
se rv ices  in  ru ra l  A la sk a .

V P S O s a re  im p o r ta n t  ro le  m o d e ls  fo r  the re s id e n ts ,  e sp ec ia l ly  
ch ild ren , o f  v il lag es .  T o  h av e  a re la t ive  o r  local re s id e n t  app ly , leave  
hom e , w o rk  to w ard ,  an d  g ra d u a te  f ro m  the S i tk a  T ro o p e r  A c a d e m y  
and then  go  h o m e  as a V il lag e  P ub lic  Safe ty  O ff ic e r  to k e e p  the 
"peace" is a  p ro u d  acco m p lish m en t.  It m ust be rea lized  th a t  V P S O s 
rep lace  the  p e rce p t io n  o f  v i l lag e rs  tha t  'peace  o ff ice rs '  a re  riot ju s t  
tro op ers  w h o  u su a l ly  c o m e  to the v il lag es  on ly  w hen  s o m e th in g  
rea lly  bad  h ap p e n s  in the co m m u n ity .  V P S O s are  e x ten s io n s  o f  o u r  
A lask a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs ,  w e  sho u ld  be liev e  in them  by rec o g n iz in g  
them  as 'p e a c e  o ff ice rs '.

P. O. Box 763 B e th e l,  A la s k a  99559 (907) 543-3543
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T h o u g h  the A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  do  p ro v id e  d ire c t  o v e rs ig h t  o f  the 
V P S O  co rps ,  a  s in g le  V P S O  is ass ign ed  to any  g iven  v il lag e  a t  one  
t im e. T h e s e  d e d ic a te d  in d iv id u a ls  a re  e x p e c te d  to w o rk  a fo r ty -h o u r  
w e ek ,  an d  a t  a n y  t im e  w ith o u t  a f te r -h o u rs  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  a re  
e x p e c te d  by  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e ir  a s s ig n ed  v i l la g e  an d  s u p e rv is o r s  to 
keep  the  "peace" .  O v e r t im e  pay  is no t the is su e  on  th is  leg is la tio n , it 
is to r e c o g n iz e  she V il lag e  P ub lic  S afe ty  O ff ice rs  as 'p e ac e  o ff icers '.

A s  is t ru e  e ls e w h e re  in o u r  soc ie ty ,  in s u ra n c e  and  the  l iab il i ty  co s ts  
a s so c ia te d  w ith  V P S O s  are  h igh  and a re  the  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  o f  the  n o n ­
p ro fi ts .  T h e  A la sk a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  h av e  c o n tra c te d  w ith  the n o n ­
p ro f i ts  g e n e ra l ly  h o ld in g  the  S ta te  h a rm le ss  f ro m  l ia b i l i ty  fo r  the  
n e g lig en t  ac t io n s  o f  the V P S O s. I t is  n o t  en t i re ly  c le a r  tha t  the  
c u r re n t  c o n t r a c t  la n g u a g e  w o u ld  fu l ly  p ro te c t  the S ta te  g iv en  the 
d e c is io n s  o f  th e  A la sk a  S u p re m e  C o u rt  w h ich  l im it  the  ab il ity  o f  the  
S ta te  to sh if t  l iab il i ty  to  S ta te  co n trac to rs .  In su ran ce  co s ts  are  
n e g o t ia te d  as  a r e im b u r s a b le  i tem  w i th in  th e  T r o o p e r /n o n - p r o f i t s  
co n trac ts ,  w ith  las t  year 's  co n trac t  l im ited  to $ 8 0 0  p e r  V P S O . In 
to d a y ’s d y n a m ic  in s u ra n c e  m ark e t ,  th is  l im i t  m a y  be  l iv e a b le  one  
y ea r ,  b u t  to ta l ly  in a d e q u a te  th e  n e x t  year .  N o n -p ro f i ts  e x p e r ie n c e  
in su ra n c e  co s t  f lu c tu a t io n s  as m u ch  as a  100%  on an an n u a l  basis ,  so  
it  is d if f ic u l t  to  assess  th e  d irec t io n  and  a m o u n t  o f  th e se  in su ra n c e  
costs .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  the  non -p ro f i ts  co u ld  p a r t ic ip a te  in th e  S ta te  R isk  
M a n a g e m e n t  p o o l,  the  S ta te  cou ld  d irec t ly  co n tro l  in s u ra n c e  co s ts  
and  a s su re  th e  lo w e s t  c o v e ra g e  c o s t  s ta te -w id e .

T h e  in te n t  o f  th is  leg is la tio n  is  to r ig h tfu l ly  id e n t i fy  V P S O s  as 'p eace  
o ff ice rs '  an d  th a t  V P S O  c o n trac to rs  m ay  be  a l lo w ed  to p a r t ic ip a te  in  
the S ta te  R isk  M a n a g e m e n t  pool.

I f  th e re  a re  an y  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th is  p ro p o se d  le g is la t io n ,  
p le a se  c o n ta c t  m y  o ff ice  a t  y o u r  e a r l ie s t  o p p o r tu n ity .

T h a n k  y o u .

_ 1  ^ * < Oi_C_5
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This legislation adds Village Public Safety Officers (VPSO) to the 

definition of "peace officer" and makes minor technical changes to 

existing law. This change would clarify the authority of VPSOs who are 

called upon to take enforcement actions. It would also Improve the 

eligibility of VPSOs for federal and state death benefits payable to law 

enforcement officers killed 1n the line of duty.

The Department of Public Safety supports this legislation.

^0  Arthur English 

Commissioner



b. / c a « =icil.t c p a M ' t t

LEGISLATIVE 
SPONSOR

C

F 1 j ic m s j?  i e  A \^ n u  a

/rub. Hear ) Work Ses. Inv. Hear
X ^ ________________________

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: H ' P ) 4  ________

IjJpJ  _ Ai
TC DATE/DAY: lliia

TIME: '-K\f\ Ŷ
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