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BY REP. HUDSON

1 IN T H E  H O U S E

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 385

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L  ,

6 F or an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s '  bu r l’d 1

7 a L ln u a n rn  " v

8 BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 6 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) T he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s '  A f f a i r s  s h a l l  pay,

11 u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a d e a t h  g ratuity, in the a m o u n t  of §750 to t he sur-

12 v i v i n g  s p o u s e  of a q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n  [WHOSE B U R I A L  IN T H E  S T A T E  O C C U R S

1*3 ON O R  A F T E R  M A Y  13, 1984, A ND] w h o  w as a r e s i d e n t  of t he s t a t e  at the

14 t i m e  of d e ath. If the v e t e r a n  h a s  no s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e ,  the g r a t u i t y

15 s h a l l  be p a i d  to the p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of th e  v e t e r a n .  A  v e t e r -

16 an is q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n  if the v e t e r a n ' s  b u r i a l  o c c u r r e d

17 (1) in the s t a t e  on  or a f t e r  M a y  13, 1984; or

18 (2) e l s e w h e r e  o n  or  a f t e r  t he e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of thi s  Act.

 \ C ,  ■-b
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6 - 1 5 8 0 E

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. HUDSON, G ruenbe rg

, IN  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 385 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )
3 IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
c A B ILL

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s '  d e a th

7 g r a t u i t i e s . "

8 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 26.10.080(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

10 (a) The D epa r tm en t o f  M i l i t a r y  and  V e t e r a n s '  A f f a i r s  s h a l l  p a y ,

11 upon a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a  d e a th  g r a t u i t y  i n  th e  amount o f  $750 t o  t h e  s u r ­

12 v i v i n g  spou se  o f  a q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n  [WHOSE BURIAL IN THE STATE OCCURS

13 ON OR AFTER MAY 13, 1986, AND] who was a r e s i d e n t  o f  Che s t a t e  a t  th e
14 t im e  o f  d e a th .  I f  t h e  v e t e r a n  h a s  no s u r v i v i n g  sp o u s e ,  t h e  g r a t u i t y

15 s h a l l  be  p a i d  t o  th e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n .  A v e t e r -“ '
16 an i s  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  i f  t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  b u r i a l  o c c u r r e d

17 (1) i n  t h e  s t a t e  on o r  a f t e r  May 13, 1984: o r
18 (2) e l s e w h e r e  on o r  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  A c t .
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B I L L  H U D S O N C O M  to TTEES:

P .O . B O X  V 
J u n e a u , A la s k a  

9 9 8 1 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 - 0 5 - 3 7 4 - 4 -  O f  4 - 9 9 1

J a n u a r y  9, 1 9 9 0

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
R e s o u r c e s  

F o r e i g n  T r a d e

F I N A N C E  S U B C O M M I T T E E S  
D O T /P F  
C & R A

RECEIVED
4  - A N  1 1 1 9 9 0
• »r

i t - - .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H. A. B o u c h e r ,
C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o u c h e r :

H B  385, r e l a t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s '  b u r i a l  
a l l o w a n c e ,  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .

S e v e r a l  v e t e r a n s  h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  m e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  b u r i a l  b e  in 
t h e s t a t e  f o r  a s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  $ 7 5 0  a l l o w a n c e .

I h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  t h e  i n t e n t  
o f  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  is t o  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  to 
h o n o r  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n s ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  a s s u r e  t h e i r  
i n t e r m e n t  in A l a s k a .

I n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  J o h n  W. S c h a e f f e r ,  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  Gu a r d ,  T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  h e  p r e d i c t s  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  f i s c a l  impact.

F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n t  r e f e r e n c e ,  I h a v e  a l s o  e n c l o s e d  a c o p y  o f  
t h e  b i l l  a n d  a c o p y  of  t h e  s t a t u t e .

Y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  H B  385 f o r  a n  e a r l y  h e a r i n g  in t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

I f  y o u  o r  y o u r  s t a f f  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  
m e  o r  L a n d a  H o l t a n  a t  37 4 4  o r  4919.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

B i l l  H u d s o n  

BH: lk

E n c l o s u r e s

A M  ItE F K E S E N T IN G
V  • ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY



A u g u s t  4, 19 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 1 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u d s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J u l y  7 t h  c o n c e r n i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  
t o  AS 2 6 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ,  t h e  D e a t h  G r a t u i t y  P r o g r a m .

I n  F Y 8 8  w e  p a i d  304 c l a i m s  for a t o t a l  o f  $ 2 2 8 . 0 0 0 . in  FY 8 9
t h e  n u m b e r  w a s  360 f o r  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  A c c o r d i n g  to
o u r  r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o n l y  o n e  c l a i m  l a s t  y e a r  d e n i e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  p l a n n e d  a n  o u t  o f  s t a t e  b u r i a l .  T h e  s t a t u t e  
is p r e t t y  c l e a r  o n  t h a t  i s s u e  a n d  m o s t  a p p l i c a n t s / s u r v i v o r s  a p p e a r  
t o  k n o w  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e i r  c l a i m .  I t ' s  h a r d  
t o  p r e d i c t  w h a t  s o r t  o f  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  y o u r  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  have, 
b u t  I a n t i c i p a t e  n o t  t o o  gr e a t .

T h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  D e a t h  G r a t u i t y  P r o g r a m  is t h a t
p e o p l e  in r u r a l  A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  m a k i n g  c l a i m s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  
r e c e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  o u t  o f  304 a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  1988, o n l y  t w e l v e  w e r e  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  N o r t h w e s t  
A r c t i c  B o r o u g h ,  B e r i n g  S t r a i t s ,  W e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  B r i s t o l  B a y  a n d
t h e  A l e u t i a n  Chain.

W e ' r e  t a k i n g  s t e p s  in t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  t o  
i m p r o v e  o u r  o u t r e a c h / i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  in h o p e s  o f  s t r i k i n g  a 
b e t t e r  b a l a n c e  o f  a p p l i c a n t s .  I e x p e c t  t h e  o u t r e r c h  e f f o r t  w i l l  
h a v e  a n o t i c e a b l e  i m p act.

If I c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

)—
3hn W. S c h a e f f e r  

M p j o r  G e n e r a l  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  
T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l

J W S / h a h
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B I L L  H U D S O N

P .O . BO X V  
J u n e a u . A la s k a  

99311
(9 0 7 )4 -6 5 -3 7 4 4  o r  4991

T T a n s p o n a i i o n  
R e s o u r c e s  

F o r e i g n  T r a d e

COMMITTEES:

F I N A N C E  S U B C O M M I T T E E S  
D O T /P F  
C & R A

July 7, 1989

Major General John W. Schaeffer 
The Adjutant General 
Commissioner
Department of Military and 

Veteran Affairs 
3601 "C" Street, Suite 620

I Death Gratuity and would

Specifically John, I have been approached by several veterans asking 
that we eliminate the requirement that burial be in the state for a 
surviving spouse to receive the $'/50 allowance.

This seems reasonable because the original purpose of the allowance was 
to provide some relief to next of kin and was to honor veterans.

Before I file this change, I would appreciate your analysis of its 
effect. For example how many claims are paid annually and how many are 
turned down because the deceased was not buried in Alaska?

Your candid opinion will also be appreciated.

y.

BH/klc

R E P R E S E N T IN G  
^  ALASKAS CAPITAL CITY
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VETERANS O F  FOREIGN W A R S  O F  THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT O P A I A S K A  k
P.O. 8oxl02320 )
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Telephone 907-276-8213

Mr. O liv e r January 17, 1990

O liv e r 's  Trophies 
P.O. Box 2405 
Juneau, Ak 99803-2495

Dear Mr. O liv e r:

We have reviewed the two b i l l s  you have sent us and 7o c a lly  we generally 

approve of the two issues. HB 385 removes the penalty o f a widow who 

decides to bury her veteran husband "back home" where he grew up and where 

the widow now may be forced to  move ( in  w ith  c h ild re n , e tc .,)  I t ’ s a good 

b i l l .

HB 382 removes the penalty fo r  "w intering outside" fo r  our older c it iz e n s  * - 

who have great d i f f ic u l t y  w ith  the cold and who do not have s u ff ic ie n t  

money to  return promptly w ith in  90 days. L e t 's  be f a i r  and pass i t .

Thanks fo r  keeping us Informed. We appreciate your in te re st and h elp fu ln ess.

S incerely

Authorized Respondent



sd" in  subsection (e); 
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§ 26.05.265
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Sec. 26.05.280. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  s u p p l ie s .

E d ito r’s notes. — Because of the m ent of this section by § 26, ch. 106, SLA 
amendm ent of S 69, ch. 106, SLA 1986 by 1986 is effective January  1, 1988.
§ 27, ch. 65, SLA 1987, the 1986 amend-

Chapter 10. Veterans.
A rtic le
2. Miscellaneous Provisions (? 26.10.080)

A r t ic le  2. M isc e l la n e o u s  P re v i s io n s .

Section
80. Death gratu ity

Sec. 26.10.080. D e a th  g ra tu i ty ,  (a) The D epar tm en t  of M ili ta ry  
and V eterans’ Affairs sha ll  pay, upon application, a death  g ra tu i ty  in  
the am oun t of $750 to the  surv iv ing spouse of a ve te ran  whose bu r ia l  
in the s ta te  occurs on or a f ter  May 13, 1984, and  who was a  re s iden t  of 
the s ta te  a t  the tim e of death . I f  the ve te ran  has  no surv iv ing spouse, 
the g ra tu i ty  shall be pa id  to the  personal representa tive  of the  ve t­
eran.

(b) A death  g ra tu i ty  m ay be paid for a  ve te ran  otherwise eligible 
under (a) of th is  section even if  the ve te ran  died while tem porar ily  
absent from the state .

(c) The D epartm ent of M ilitary  and  V eterans’ Affairs m ay  not pay  a 
death  g ra tu i ty  unless the  ve te ran  for whom paym ent is m ade received 
an  honorable discharge or a general discharge unde r  honorable condi­
tions.

(d) In th is  section
(1) "personal represen ta tive” includes adm in is tra to r,  executor, spe­

cial adm inis tra tor,  successor personal representa tive, and persons 
who perform subs tan tia l ly  the sam e function under  the  law governing 
the ir  s tatus;

(2) "veteran” m eans
(A) a person who served in a branch of the  arm ed  services of the  

LTnited States
(i) who a t  the tim e of en try  into the  service was a resident of the 

terr i tory  or state , who had been a resident for not less th an  one y ea r  
immediately before en try  into the service, and who re tu rned  to the  
terr i tory  or s ta te  w ithin  one year  a f te r  discharge as  a resident w ith  
the intention of rem ain ing  in the terri tory  or s ta te ; or

(ii) who was a resident of the s ta te  for not less th an  one y ea r  im m e­
diately preceding the tim e o f death; or

(B) a person who served in the Alaska Territor ia l Guard, the 
Alaska Army N ational Guard, the  Alaska Air National Guard, or the  
Alaska Naval Militia, or who served in a reserve un it  of the United

§ 26.05.280 M ilitary A ffairs a n d  V eterans § 26.10.080
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§ 26.15.040 A laska Statutes Su p p l e m e n t § 26.15.040

S ta tes  arm ed forces in  A laska if the  reserve u n i t  required a m inim um  
of one weekend of duty  each m onth  and  15 consecutive days of active 
duty t ra in in g  each year  for not less th an  three vears. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 
1982; am  § 14 ch 67 SLA 1983; am  § 1 ch 7 SLA 1984; am E.O. No. 
58, § 12 (1984); am  § 1 ch 16 SLA 1985)

E d ito r’s n o tes . — This section is set 
out above to correct a minor error in item 
(d)(2)iii) in the main pamphlet.

Chapter 15. V eterans Loans.
Section
40. V eterans’ loans 
fiO. [Repealed]

Sec. 26.15.040. V e t e r a n s ’ lo a n s ,  (a) The commissioner of com­
merce and  economic development m ay, u n d e r  regulations and policies, 
m ake the  following loans:

(1) Personal loans may be m ade for educational, domestic, remote 
a rea  family housing and o ther  personal purposes, no t exceeding 
$10,000. The loans shall be secured by acceptable collateral when 
availab le  but i f  not availab le  the commissioner may m ake  loans on 
the  basis of good character. The ra te  of in teres t  m ay not exceed nine 
and  one-half per cent a  y e a r  on th e  unpa id  balance.

(2) [Repealed. $ 77 ch 106 SLA 1980.]
(3) Business loans not exceeding $125,000 may be m ade to acquire, 

finance or refinance or equip businesses, including m ining  and fishing 
b u t  not including farming, i f  th e  loan applican t has had th ree  or more 
years  of general business experience. The loans shall be secured by 
acceptable collateral and m ay not exceed 75 per cent of the  appraised 
value of the  collateral offered a s  security. T he ra te  of in terest  may not 
exceed n ine  and  one-half per cent a y e a r  on the unpaid  balance.

(4) Multiple dwelling loans not exceeding $110,000 m ay be made to 
purchase, remodel, repair, build, furnish , refinance or equip multiple 
dwellings. The loans shall be secured by acceptable collateral and may 
not exceed 75 per cent of the appraised  va lue  of the collateral offered 
as  security. The ra te  of in te res t  may not exceed nine and  one-half per 
cent a y e a r  on the unpaid  balance.

(b) The commissioner of commerce and  economic development may 
e n te r  into agreem ents with p riva te  banks, o the r  lending institutions 
and  individuals for the purpose of g u a ran tee in g  loans m ade to quali­
fied applicants. The gua ran tees  m ay not exceed 90 per cent of the 
am ount loaned and the loans sha ll he secured in the sam e m anner 
provided for direct loans under  th is  section. A loan made under this 
subsection and guaran teed  by the  comm issioner of commerce and eco­
nomic development and the s ta te  shall hear an  in terest  ra te  not ex­
ceeding n ine and one-half per cent a  yea r  on the unpaid balance.
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