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Official Business

To:

F r o m :

Alaska State Legislature
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Com m ittee on Rules

M E M O R A N D U M

Rep. B e n  Grussendorf 
C h a i r m a n

H o u s e  Rules Commi t t e e

D o u g  Rickey ^

Special Assistant

P. O. Box V  
Juneau,  Alaska 9 9H I I

Phone :
(9 07 )  4 6 5 - 3 7 6 4  

4 65 - 3 7 6 5

Date: February 7,1989

Subject: H o u s e  Bill 57 (Rules)

" A n  Act authorizing the Violent Crimes Compensation Board to 

p a y  compensation for personal injury or death to the victim of an 
assault in a n y  degree."

This bill expands the class of offenses for which victims of violent crime 

m a y  be compensated under A S  18.67.010 - 18.67.180, to include assault in 

a n y  degree. U n d e r  present law, only first a n d  second degree assault victims 
m a y  be compensated.

T h e  H o u s e  Judiciary Committee considered the bill a n d  replaced it with a 

committee substitute, the language of which w a s  taken from a similar bill 

offered in the other body. It w a s  not the committee’s intent to m a k e  any 

substantive changes in the bill; the m e m b e r s  merely preferred the style 

used in the Senate bill to list compensable offenses. However, by  adopting 

the language of the Senate bill, the committee inadvertently a dded a second 

section to H B  57, the effect of which is to limit the class of otherwise 

compensable third a n d  fourth degree assault victims to those w h o  are 

injured after the effective date of the bill. This limitation w a s  not discussed 
b y  the Judiciary Committee.

T h e  H o u s e  Finance Commi t t e e  considered the Judiciary C o m m i t t e e  

substitute a n d  decided that compensation should not be limited those w h o  

are injured after the effective date of the act. T h e  committee then reported 

out the original version of the bill a n d  a zero fiscal note. (The committee 

concluded that a n y  fiscal impact caused b y  additional applicants for 

compensation should be addressed in the operating budget).

T h e  Rules Commi t t e e  substitute for H o u s e  Bill 57 simply adopts section one 

of the Judiciary substitute a n d  omits section two. There is no substantive 

difference between the Rules C o m m i t t e e  substitute a n d  the original bill.
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O r i g i n a l  sponsor: R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

IN T H E  HOUSE BY THE RULES CO MMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 57 (Rules)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

SI X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F IRST S E S S I O N

A  BILL

For a n  Act entitled: "An Act author i z i n g  the V i o l e n t  Crime C o mpensatio n

Bo a r d  to p a y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for p e r s o n a l  injury or 

de a t h  to the v i ct im of an a s s a u l t  in any degree."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 18.67.101 is amende d to read:

Sec. 18.67.101. INCIDENTS AND OFFE N S E S  T O  W H I C H  AS 18.67.010 - 

18.67.180 APPLY. T he b o a r d  m a y  order  the p a y m e n t  of compen s a t i o n  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the provisions of this c h apter for pe rso n a l  in jury or 

de a t h  that r e s u l t e d  from

(1) an a t te mpt on the part of the a p p l i c a n t  to p r event the 

c o m m i s s i o n  of crime, or to a p p r e h e n d  a s u s p e c t e d  criminal, or a iding  

or a ttempt ing to a i d  a p olice officer to do so, or aiding a v i c t i m  of 

c r i m e ; or

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n  or attempt  on the p a r t  of one other than 

the app licant to commit any of the f o l l owin g offenses:

(A) m u r d e r  in any degreej_ [, ]

(B) m a n s l a u g h t e r ^  [,]

(C) crimin a l l y  n e g l i g e n t  h o m i c i d e [, ]

(D) assault in any; [THE F I R S T  O R  SECOND] d e g ree^ [,]

(E) k i d n a p p i n g ^  [,]

(F) sexual assault in any degreej_ [, ]

(G) sexual abuse of a minorj_ [, ]

(H) r o b b e r y  in any degreej_ [, ]

(I) threats to do b o d i l y  harmj_ [, ] or

- 1" CSHB 57(Rls)
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(J) d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d  or a n o t h e r  c r i m e  r e s u l t­

ing f r o m  the o p e r a t i o n  of  a m o t o r  v e h i c l e ,  b o at, or a i r p l a n e  w h e n  

the o f f e n d e r  is i n t o x i c a t e d .

CSHB 5 7 (Rls) - z . -
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H O U S E  C A L E N D A R :
B I L L  H I S T O R Y  - H O U S E AC T ION: HB 57

J a n u a r y  9. 1989

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 57 b y  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  b y  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ,  e n t i t l e d :

"A n  A c t  e x p a n d i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  a n d  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s .

A  f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  t w o  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  
J a n u a r y  9, 1989.

T h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  t r a n s m i t t a l  letter, d a t e d  J a n u a r y  9, 1989, 
a p p e a r s  b e l o w :
" D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cotten:
U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  e x p a n d i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  
f o r  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n .
T h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  g o v e r n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  is b a s e d  in l a r g e  p a r t  o n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t y p e  o f  
c r i m e  c o m m i t t e d .  B y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  " a s s a u l t  in 
t h e  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  d e g r e e , "  A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 0 1  p e r m i t s  c o m p e n s a­
t i o n  i n  p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  c a s e s  f o r  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  
f e l o n i e s .  B e c a u s e  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  a s s a u l t  is o f t e n  d e p e n d e n t  
o n  a c o m p l e x  l e g a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  a n  a s­
s a u l t  as  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  d e g r e e  o f t e n  h a s  m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
o f f e n d e r ' s  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  (or s t a t e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i o n )  t h a n  w i t h  
t h e  o v e r a l l  h a r m  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  v i c t i m ,  m u c h  o f  w h i c h  m i g h t  
n o t  b e  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y .  T h i s  b i l l  s e e k s  to 
r e m e d y  t h i s  i n j u s t i c e  b y  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  
C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  t o  a w a r d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a n y  a s s a u l t  case, 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  it is t h i r d  d e g r e e  (class C f e l o n y  
a s s a u l t s  i n v o l v i n g  d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t s ) , f o u r t h  d e g r e e  
( m i s d e m e a n o r  a s s a u l t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o s t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
c a s e s ) ,  o r  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  d e g r e e ,  a s s a u l t s .
I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  bill.,

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ s /
S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r "

J a n u a r y  20. 1939

T h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d :
H O U S E  B I L L  NO, 57
" A n  A c t  e x p a n d i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  it  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m i t t e e  
s u b s t i t u t e :

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 57 (Judiciary)

H



" A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  V i o l e n t  C r i m e  C o m p e n s a t i o n  
B o a r d  t o  p a y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  .injury o r  
d e a t h  t o  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a n  a s s a u l t  in a n y  d e g r e e ,"

R e c o m m e n d i n g  d o  p a s s  (7): G o l l  a n d  G r u e n b e r g  ( C o - c h a i r m e n ) ,
M i l l e r ,  M a r t i n ,  D a v i d s o n ,  M. Davis, E l l i s
A  p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
p u b l i s h e d  J a n u a r y  9, 1989, a p p l i e s  t o  C S H B  5 7 ( J u d ) .
H B  57 w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

F e b r u a r y  1. 1989

T h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  H B  57, a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :
O R I G I N A L  V E R S I O N ,  D O  PASS: (10) - L a r s o n ,  S w a c k h a m m e r ,  Bro w n ,
K o p o n e n ,  U l m e r ,  B a r n e s ,  S h u l t z ,  P h i l l i p s ,  R i e g e r ,  W a l l i s .

F I N A N C E  A T T A C H E D  N E W  Z E R O  F I S C A L  N O TE, D A T E S  2 / 3 / 8 9 ,  P R E P A R E D  BY 
H O U S E  F I N A N C E  . C O M M I T T E E ,  REP. R O N  L A R S O N .     -'.US 1

I



A L A S K A  N E T W O R K  

D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  

S E X U A L  A S S A U L T
130 Seward. No. 301 • Juneau, Alaska 99801 •  (907 )586-3650

H B 5 7
V I O L E N T  C R I M E S  C O M P E N S A T I O N

. * * . f < :-t ♦ ‘

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E ,  F O R  T H E  R E C O R D  M Y  N A M E  IS C I N D Y  SMITH. I
A M  T H E  C O O R D I N A T O R  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  N E T W O R K  O N  D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  A N D
S E X U A L  A S S A U L T .  T H E  N E T W O R K  IS A M E M B E R S H I P  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  C O M P O S E D  O F  
21 P R O G R A M S  W H I C H  P R O V I D E  S E R V I C E S  T O  V I C T I M S  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .

T H E  N E T W O R K  S U P P O R T S  H O U S E  B I L L  57. T H I R D  A N D  F O U R T H  D E G R E E  A S S A U L T  
A R E  T H E  M O S T  C O M M O N  C H A R G E S  M A D E  IN D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  CASES. T H I R D  

• D E G R E E  A S S A U L T  IS A C L A S S  C F E L O N Y ,  AND W H I L E  F O U R T H  D E G R E E  A S S A U L T  
IS C H A R G E D  A S  A M I S D E M E A N O R ,  IT O F T E N  I N V O L V E S  P H Y S I C A L  I N J U R Y  TO 
T H E  V I C T I M .  IN A S T U D Y  R E C E N T L Y  P R E P A R E D  BY T H E  A B U S E  P R E V E N T I O N
P R O G R A M  IN A N C H O R A G E ,  82% O F  C H A R G E S  W E R E  C O U N T S  0 ?  F O U R T H  D E G R E E  
A S S A U L T  —  30% O F  T H E  V I C T I M S  W E R E  T R A N S P O R T E D  BY T H E  P O L I C E
D I R E C T L Y  TO M E D I C A L  F A C I L I T I E S .  A N O T H E R  18% W E R E  T R A N S P O R T E D  TO 
S H E L T E R .  (THE S T U D Y  I N V O L V E D  O V E R  5 0 0 0  P O L I C E  R E P O R T S ,  F R O M  1936- 
1988) .

V I C T I M S  O F  T H E S E  A S S A U L T S  I N CUR M E D I C A L  C O S T S  TO A T T E N D  TO I N J U R I E S ,
O F T E N  L O S E  T I M E  F R O M  W O R K  A N D  I N C U R  O T H E R  E X P E N S E S  R E L A T E D  TO T H E  
A S S A U L T  W H I C H  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  N O T  C O V E R E D  BY V I O L E N T  C R I M E S  
C O M P E N S A T I O N .  THE N E T W O R K  I S i S T R O N G L Y - S U P P O R T I V E  OF  T H I S  E F F O R T  TO 
E N S U R E  T H A T  T H E Y  B E C O M E  E L I G I B L E  TO R E C E I V E  T H E  S A M E  C O M P E N S A T I O N  AS 
O T H E R  V I C T I M S  O F  V I O L E N T  CRIME.

A b u t e d  W c m t W j  A i d  in O i t i i  ( A M M I Q :  

A d v o c a t e *  to* V l c l t m t  ol V i o l e n c e  W A O ;  

A i d i n g  W o m e n  in A b u t *  a n d  I U p «  E . i m r n x m  ( A W A R D ;  

A l a i k a  W o m e n -! f t n o u r c e  C e n t e r  ( A W R O ;  Arctic W o m e n  In C r i t n  ( A W ) 0 ;  

B e r i n g  S e e  W o m e n ' !  C r o u p  ( B S W C I ;  E r n m o n e f c  W o m e n -! S h e * * * ;

Kodialt W o m e r f i  R e s o u r c e  I  C f i i e  C e n t e r  ( K W R C Q :  

M e n n U q  R e g i o n a l  W o m e n -! C r h i i  P r o g r a m ;  M F N .  I n c ;  

S a l e  &  Frtr-Frte E n v i r o n m e n t  ( S AFE); S l V j n t  A g e i n s t  F a m F y  V i o l e n c e  I 5 A F V ) ;

S o u t K r . e H t m  A l a a l u  C o u n c i l  (or t h e  

P r e v e n t i o n  ol C h i l d  S e x u a l  A i u u > .  ( S W A C P C S A ) ;  

S o o t h  ( V n i n t u l a  W o m e n  r, S e r v K t l  ( S P W S t ;  

S t a n d i n g  To gether A  jatiiM R a p e  (STAR); T u n d r a  W o m e n -! Coalition ( T W O ;

Valley W o m e n -! R n o o r c e  C e n t e r  ( V W R Q ;  

W o m e n  i n C r a n  C o c n i e k n g  &  A u r t u m c e  ( W I C C A ) ;  

W o m e n  tn Safe H o m o  ( W I S H ) ;  W o m e n -! R e s o u r c e  &  C r  o n  C e n t e r  ( W R C O



T I T L E :  e x p a n d i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  C 0 N T A C T * Nola K. Capp

for v i o l e n t  cr im es  c o m p e n s a t i o n  4 65 - 2 0 4 0
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The V i o l e n t  Cr im es  C o m p e n s a t i o n  Board (VCCB) aw ar ds  c o m p en sa t i o n  for 

m ed i c a l e x p e n s e s  a n d  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t e d  financial losses s uf f e r e d by 

i n n o c e n t  vi c t i m s o f  c e r t a i n  crimes. P r e se nt  AS 18.67.101 lists 1 

of c r i me s fo r w h i ch  v i c t i m s m a y  be e l i g i b l e  for c o m p e n sa ti o n ,  and 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  refers to " A s s a u l t  in the F irst  or S ec o n d  Degree".

U. >4
O H  

UJ
h u . i n n o c e n t  vi ct im s o f  c er t a i n  crimes. P re se n t  AS 18.67.101 lists the types

z  <
W  C/3 

2
h  cj T he "de g r ee " of a s s a u l t  c h a r g e d  in a s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e nt  is o ft en d e p e n d e n t

e c u  on a c o m p l e x  legal a n a l y s is , and is not d e t e r m i n e d  so lel y by the e x t en t  of

<  j  the i nj ur i e s  to the victim. This bill w o u l d  a l lo w  the V i o l e n t  Cri mes

a. ea C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o ard  to a wa rd  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a n y  as sa ul t case, r eg ar dl e s s

of  w h e t h e r  it is th ird  d e g r e e  (class "C" f el on y  as sau lts  i n v olvi ng 

Q  o. d a n g e r o u s  i ns tru men ts) , f o u r t h  d e g r e e  ( m i s d e m e a n o r  as saults, i n c l u di ng

m o s t  d o m e s t i c  v io l e n c e  c ase s),  or the m o s t  s e r iou s first and s ec o n d  d e gr ee  

a s s au lt s.

In r e a u t h o r i z i n g  the Federal V icti ms o f C rime A c t  (VOCA) in 1988, C o ng r e s s

m t t m  a dd e d  n ew  e l i g i b i l i t y  con di ti o n s .  O ne  o f  the new r eq uir eme nts  is that

totos c o m p e n s a t i o n  p rog ra ms  m u s t  i n clud e v i c t i m s  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  (fourth

' d e g r e e  as sa u l t ) .  P r o g ra ms  have until O c t o b e r  1, 1990 to c o m p l y  w i t h  this

r e q u i r e m e n t  to c on t i n u e  to be e l i g i b l e  for  the Federal funds. La s t  y e a r  

the V C C B  r ece ive d $ 2 4 6 . 0  in Federal funds, w h i c h  it was ab le  to a w ar d  as 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  to victims.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Pu bli c S a f f ' / s t r o n g l y  s upports passag e of this 

l e g i s l a t i o n .

\ C'O
C o m m i s s i o n e r
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Ms. N o l a  Capp, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  
Board, D e p a r t m e n t  of S a f e t y ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
e l i g i b i l i t y  n e e d e d  t o  b e  e x p a n d e d  to i n c l u d e  t h i r d  a n d  
f o u r t h  d e g r e e  a s s a u l t s  in H B  57. T h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v e s  f e d e r a l  m o n i e s  f r o m  t h e  V i c t i m s  o f  C r i m e  
A c t  o f  1984. In o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  to  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  funds, 
A l a s k a  m u s t  a m e n d  its v i c t i m  c o m p e n s a t i o n  l a w  to i n c l u d e  
t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  a s s a u l t s  b y  O c t o b e r  1, 1990.

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  p a s s e d  o u t  S B  113, a b i l l  d r a f t e d  b y  S e n a t o r  
K e r t t u l a ,  t h a t  is s i m i l a r  t o  H B  57. Rep. G r u e n b e r g  
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  S B  113 m o r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  c r i m e s  t h a t  
w o u l d  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  t h a n  H B  57.

Ms. N i n a  K i n n e y ,  C o u n c i l  on  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  
A s s a u l t ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
C o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  
a s s a u l t s  to H B  57. M a n y  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a s s a u l t s  a r e  
t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  a s s a u l t s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  m e d i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .

Rep. G o l l  a s k e d  Ms. K i n n e y  if p e o p l e  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  c h a r g e d  
f o r  t h e  s e v e r i t y  of  t h e  c r i m e s  t h e y  c o m m i t  d u e  t o  p l e a  
b a r g a i n i n g .  M s . K i n n e y  agreed.

Rep. M a r t i n  a s k e d  Ms. C a p p  if s h e  k n e w  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e r e  t u r n e d  d o w n  b e c a u s e  t h e  
a s s a u l t  w a s  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  d e g r e e ?

Ms. C a p p  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c u r r e n t  c o u n t  o n  t h e  
t h e  n u m b e r  of  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  a s s a u l t s  t h a t  n e e d  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  a s s a u l t s  w e r e  n o t  c o v e r e d .
Rep. M a r t i n  n o t e d  t h a t  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  n e e d  t o  b e  
c o m p e n s a t e d  w h e n  t h e i r  a s s a u l t  c a u s e s  l o s s  o f  w o r k i n g  
a b i l i t y .

Rep. D a v i d s o n  a s k e d  h o w  v i c t i m s  o f  b a r  f i g h t s  a r e  
c o m p e n s a t e d .

Ms. C a p p  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  c o n s i d e r s  a l l  f a c t o r s  in 
a c a s e  a n d  if s o m e o n e  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e i r  o w n  i n j u r y  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  c o m p e n s a t e d .

Rep. D a v i d s o n  i n q u i r e d  h o w  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  a c r i m e  m a k e s  
r e s t i t u t i o n .

Ms. C a p p  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  c o n t a c t s  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  
j u d g e s  a n d  o r d e r s  r e s t i t u t i o n .



Ms. G l o r i a  G r e y ,  a c r i m e  v i c t i m ,  t e s t i f i e d  in f a v o r  of H B  
57.

Ms. C i n d y  S m i t h ,  A l a s k a  N e t w o r k  o n  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e / S e x u a l  
A s s a u l t ,  p r e s e n t e d  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  in 
f a v o r  o f  b o t h  H B  36 a n d  H B  57. S h e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  a s t u d y
b y  t h e  ________  P r e v e n t i o n  P r o j e c t  in A n c h o r a g e  f o u n d  t h a t
8 2 %  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a s s a u l t s  w e r e  f o u r t h  d e g r e e  
a s s a u l t s  a n d  30% of t h e s e  a s s a u l t s  n e e d e d  m e d i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n .

Rep. G o l l  a s k e d  Ms. S m i t h  t o  w h a t  s h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  
u n d e r c h a r g i n g .

Ms. S m i t h  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a r e l u c t a n c e  t o  m a k e  a r r e s t s  
in d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  cases.

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  a s k e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  a m o t i o n  t o  p a s s  H B  
57 o u t  of  c o m m i t t e e  as a CS a n d  a d o p t  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  t e x t  o f  
S B  113.

D i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d .

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  c a l l e d  f o r  a n y  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  p a s s i n g  H B  57 
o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  a s  a C S - N o  o b j e c t i o n s  w e r e  n o t e d  and t h e  
b i l l  w a s  m o v e d  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e .

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  p a s s e d  o u t  c o p i e s  o f  a p r o p o s e d  t e c h n i c a l  
a m e n d m e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a r e v i e w  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s  o n  s t a t e  c o m m o n  l a w  p r o v i s i o n s  b y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  w h e n  t h e y  a n n u a l l y  r e v i e w  j u d i c i a l  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s .  H e  a s k e d  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  t o  
r e v i e w  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  a n d  c o m m e n t  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .

Rep. M a r t i n  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  l o o k  
a t  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e s  w i t h  H B  57. Rep. G r u e n b e r g  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  Rep. M a r t i n  d r a f t  a l e t t e r  o f  t r a n s m i t t a l  t o  g o  w i t n  
t h e  b i l l .



T ^ n iflla tiv a  Reporting flgTTYigC " H9-51
HOUSE BILL NQ . 57. by  the Rules Committee by Request o f  the Governor . Expands 
eligibility fo r vio lent crimss compensation (see accompanying letter).

Introduced January 9,1989 and referred to Judiciary; Finance.

In his message transmitting the bill, G ove rno r C ow pe r stated:

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S a m  C o t t e n  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o t t e n :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n , - I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  e x p a n d i n g  
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n .

T h e  c u r r e n t  l a w  go', a r n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  for v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  is b a s e d  in l a r g e  p a r t  o n  the s p e c i f i c  t y p e  of 
c r i m e  c o m m i t t e d .  B y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  " a s s a u l t  in 
the f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  d e g r e e , "  AS 1 8 . 6 7 . 1 0 1  p e r m i t s  c o m p e n s a­
tion  in p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  c a s e s  for o n l y  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  
felon i e s .  B e c a u s e  the d e g r e e  o f  a s s a u l t  is o f t e n  d e p e n d e n t  
o n  a c o m p l e x  l e g a l  a n a l y s i s ,  the c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  an a s­
sa u l t  as a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  d e g r e e  o f t e n  h a s  m o r e  t o  d o  w i t h  the 
o f f e n d e r ' s  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  (or s t a t e  of i n t o x i c a t i o n )  than 
w i t h  the o v e r a l l  h a r m  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  v i c t i m ,  m u c h  of  w h i c h  
m i g h t  not b e  m a n i f e s t e d  by  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y .  T h i s  b i l l  s e e k s  
to r e m e d y  t h i s  i n j u s t i c e  b y  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  
C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  t o  a w a r d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in  any a s s a u l t  
case, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  it is t h i r d  d e g r e e  (class C f e l­
ony a s s a u l t s  i n v o l v i n g  d a n g e r o u s  i n s t r u m e n t s ) , f o u r t h  d e g r e e  
( m i s d e m e a n o r  a s s a u l t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o s t  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  
c a s e s ) ,  o r  .the m o s t  s e r i o u s ^ ' f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  d e g r e e ,  
a s s a u l t s .  /  /

HOUSE  B ILL  NO . 57. (see page 113). Reported back to the House  January 20,1989 by 
Judiciary recommending it be replaced with a Judiciary substitute, and that it d o  pass. 
Concurring: G o l l  and Gruenberg (Co-Chairs), M il le r , Martin , Dav idson , M . Davis, Ellis. 
To Finance.

The Jud ida ry  substitute adds an applicability section stating the provis ions o f  the bill 
app ly  to offenses that qua lify fo r  payment o f  compensation and that are committed or 
attempted on o r  afte r this b i l l  takes e f fec t


