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SENATOR 
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI
Senate President Pro Tempore 

Chairman, Senate Rules Committee

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n ,  C o - C h a i r m a n

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ^

D i s t r i c t  F

R E :  H e a r i n g  r e g u e s t  f o r  S J R  65 " U r g i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l

o f  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  a n d  r e s o u r c e  

m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t . "

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  6 5  i s  a s t r a i g h t  f o r w a r d  r e s o l u t i o n  

c a l l i n g  u p o n  C o n g r e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d i n g  t o  

c o m p l e t e  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t s  a s  p r o m i s e d  a t  

s t a t e h o o d .  T h e  s t a t e  s t i l l  h a s  2 0  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  t o  b e  

c o n v e y e d  t o  u s  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  7 0  

m i l l i o n  a c r e s  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s u r v e y e d  b e f o r e  w e  c a n  r e c e i v e  
p a t e n t .

T h e r e  i s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  I t  h a s  a z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e .

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  t h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u .

29 57SH FLDON JA C K SO N  STR I fcl 
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S e n a t e

M a r c h  20, 1 9 9 0

A t t a c h m e n t s
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D K R \H T .M E .\T  OF N A T U R A L  R E SO U R C E S
O F F -  I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

F e b r u a r y  20, 1 9 9 0

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

Re: S J R  6 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

M a n y  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  (BLM) t h a t  

b e n e f i t  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  b e i n g  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r f u n d e d .  T w o  o f  t h e s e  

p r o g r a m s ,  t h e  l a n d s  c o n v e y a n c e  a n d  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  p r o g r a m s ,  a r e  

v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s .  I f  p r o p e r l y  f u n d e d ,  B L M  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  

e x p e d i t e  l a n d  t r a n s f e r s  t o  u s  t h a t  w e r e  m a n d a t e d  b y  C o n g r e s s  o v e r  

30  y e a r s  a g o .

A s  t h e  a t t a c h e d  c h a r t s  s h o w ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  

q u a n t i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l a n d  c o n v e y a n c e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o v e r  t h e  

l a s t  d e c a d e .  T h e  s t a t e  s t i l l  h a s  2 0  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  t o  b e  

c o n v e y e d  t o  u s  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t ,  a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

7 0  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  r e m a i n  t o  b e  s u r v e y e d  b e f o r e  w e  c a n  r e c e i v e  

p a t e n t .

C u r r e n t l y  t h e  l a n d s  c o n v e y a n c e  p r o g r a m  i s  f u n d e d  a t  $ 1 3 . 6 6  

m i l l i o n  a n d  i n  1 9 9 1  is e x p e c t e d  t o  g o  d o w n  t o  $ 1 3 . 1 8  m i l l i o n .  A n  

o p t i m u m  b u d g e t  o f  $ 1 6 . 6 5  m i l l i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  B L M  t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h  

i n f l a t i o n ,  s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  a d j u d i c a t i v e  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  u s e  o f  

a u t o m a t i o n ,  f u n d  t o  t h e i r  a u t h o r i z e d  s t a f f  l e v e l ,  a n d  f u n d  a n  

u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  p r o g r a m  a n d  a n  e a s e m e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m .

T h e  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  b u d g e t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d e d  a t  $ 1 5 . 2  m i l l i o n .  

I n  1 9 9 1  t h i s  l e v e l  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a t  $ 1 3 . 3  m i l l i o n .  A n  

o p t i m u m  l e v e l  o f  $ 1 8 . 1  w o u l d  a l l o w  B L M  t o  g e t  t h e  P a t e n t  P l a n  

P r o c e s s  b a c k  o n  t r a c k  b y  b r i n g i n g  s t a f f  b a c k  u p  t o  i t s  a u t h o r i z e d  

l e v e l ,  f u n d  f u l l  c o n t r a c t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  w h i c h  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  

p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d  f u n d  n e w  e q u i p m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  

t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  m u c h  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e .

S T E V E  C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

4 0 0  W I I  L O U G H  B Y  A V E  
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 7 9 11 
P H O N E ; 1 9 0 7 )  4 8 5 -2 4 0 0

10-J9LH



S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p 2 F e b r u a r y  20, 1990

T h e r e f o r e ,  I s u p p o r t  S J R  65. P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m y  

o f f i c e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A t t a c h m e n t s

c c : B i l l  S p o n s o r s

C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

B o b  E v a n s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

D e n b y  L l o y d ,  S p e c i a l  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

G a r y  G u s t a f s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  

D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
ALASKA STATE OFFICE 

222 W. 7lii Avenue, #13 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99513-7599 I 1 20 (912 )

Feb. 20, 1990
Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski
Alaska State Senate
Rm. 427, Capitol
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Sen. Sturgulewski
We have reviewed the resolution in support of additional funding for 
the Bureau of Land Management which you introduced on January 
31, 1990.
Our most serious budget shortfall is in the land conveyance area. We 
are seeing a steady decline in output of state and Native patents as 
well as Native Allotment certificates. This program has been in place 
for 30 years and will continue for at least another 30 if we don't get 
more money for conveyance and survey to offset the effects of 
inflation. This delays the final conveyance of entitlement and 
continues the unsettled ownership pattern which results in a lot of 
missed opportunities for all parties.
We are at serious risk of additional litigation if we are unable to 
meet our responsibilities in the minerals area. Miners on Federal 
claims in 4 areas experienced a yearlong shutdown while we 
prepared court ordered Environmental Impact Statements. We are 
still under close scrutiny. No one wants to go through that again.
Many of our Wildlife and Fisheries goals complement state initiatives 
and we are missing many opportunities for cost share programs. The 
Norton Sound Fisheries Enhancement Plan is an excellent example of 
a joint state-BLM plan to benefit subsistence and commercial 
fisheries. Unfortunately, it is underfunded on both the state and 
Federal side.



Sen. Arliss Sturgulewski 
Feb. 20, 1990, p.2
There are many opportunities for statc-BLM cooperation in Alaska's 
recreation and tourism initiative. Every BLM dollar spent in the 
development of recreation facilities; interpretation and preservation 
of the history, geology, development and culture of Alaska; and the 
support of the commercial recreation industry is a state dollar that is 
not needed. We cannot afford to be competitive with each other.
Many of the resources on BLM land should have national attention 
and receive national funding.
The President’s budget for Fiscal Year 1991 contains some exciting 
new concepts for BLM which should benefit Alaska in the future. We 
are optimistic about this administration and Cy Jamison, the new 
Director. We see some positive changes ahead for our programs.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,

Les Rosenkrance 
State Director



Bureau of Land Management 
Alaska State Office 

Public Affairs



T h e  P u b l i c  L a n d s

The pub lic land s a re  lands obtained by the U .S . gove rnm en t th rough  trea ty  
o r pu rchase . As ou r na tion  developed, m ore th an  one b illio n  acres were 
tra n s fe rre d  to p riv a te  ownersh ip . O th e r fe d e ra l la n d s  w ere designated as 
p a rk s , w ild life  re fuges, fo rests o r m ilita ry  rese rva tion s . The rem a in ing  areas, 
once described as “ the lands nobody w anted ,”  a re now  recognized as a v a lu ­
ab le n a tion a l asset know n as the Pub lic  Lands. These land s  o ffe r a w ea lth  o f 
m in e ra ls , fo ss il fu e ls , w ild life  h ab ita t, w ilderness , t im b e r and  fo rage . They 
a lso  o ffe r oppo rtun ities  fo r  rec rea tion  and w ate rshed  p rotection . A ll A m eri­
cans sh a re  in  the benefits o f the w ise m anagem ent o f the P ub lic  L ands.



The Bureau of Land Management
The B u re a u  o f  L an d  M anagem en t, o r B LM , is an  agency in  the U .S . D e p a rt ­
m en t o f  the In te r io r , w as created in  1946 when the U .S . G ra z in g  Service was 
m erged  w ith  the G en e ra l Land  O ffice. In  A la sk a , B L M  now has re sp on s ib ili­
ties once u nd e rta ken  b y  the R e indee r Serv ice and A la sk a  F ire  C on tro l S e rv ­
ice. Today, th e  B L M  p rov ides m u lt lp le -u se  m anagem en t fo r  m ore th a n  2 70  
m illio n  acres o f P ub lic  L and s , m ost o f w hich a re  in  11 w este rn  sta tes . Ap­
p ro x im a te ly  80  m illio n  o f  these acres a re  in  A laska .

T he B u rea u  of L and  M an ag em en t is a  m ultip le-use 
agency. D is tric t m an ag e rs  and  th e ir  team s of 
resource sp ec ia lis ts  and  su p p o rt personnel p lay  a 
key role in  d e te rm in in g  w h a t ac tiv ities  occur on the 
Public Lands. In  A laska , th e re  a re  five d is tric t 
offices located  in F a irb an k s , A nchorage and  G len- 
nallen . T h ree  field s ta tio n s  serve as public contact 
po in ts  in  Tok, K otzebue a n d  Nom e. T he BLM s ta te  
office in A nchorage serves as  a  con tac t po int for th e  
BLM W ash ing ton  Office an d  o th e r governm ent 
agencies. S u p p o rt cen te rs  in  F a irb an k s  an d  A n­
chorage a s s is t  th e  five d is tric ts .

T he A r c t ic  D i s t r i c t  ad m in is te rs  ab o u t 34 m illion 
acres o f Public L ands on A lask a’s N orth  Slope, in ­
c lud ing  th e  23-m illion-acre N a tio n a l Petro leum  Re- 
serve-A laska and  a  seg m en t of th e  tran sp o rta tio n  
corridor th a t  con ta ins th e  tran s-A lask a  oil pipeline. 
M ajor resources in  th is  d is tr ic t include oil and  gas, 
in te rn a tio n a lly  im p o rtan t w ildlife n estin g  h a b ita t  
an d  v ario u s archeological an d  cu ltu ra l sites.

The 17-m illion-acre K o b u k  D i s t r i c t  includes m o st 
of th e  Publio Lnndo in  w est-cen tra l A laska. T hese 
lan d s provide num erous o p p o rtu n itie s  for w ilder­
ness backpack ing , trap p in g , fish ing , cam ping an d  
river floating . A su b s ta n tia l portion of th e  d is tric t is 
the  w in te r  ra n g e  for th e  w este rn  a rc tic  caribou herd . 
The S ew ard  P en in su la  provides forage for a grow ing 
re in d ee r in d u s try  for A laska N atives.

T he S te e s e /W h ite  M o u n ta in s  D i s t r i c t  is respon­
sible for 7.5 m illion acres of Public L ands, including 
th e  S teese  N atio n al C onservation Area, th e  W hite 
M oun tains N atio n al R ecreation A rea, F t. E gbert 
N ational H istoric S ite  a t  Eagle an d  th ree  compo­
n en ts  of th e  N a tio n al W ild and  Scenic R ivers 
S ystem . M ajor resource u se  includes recreation , 
m in ing , h u n tin g , fish ing , an d  subsic ience activ ities.

T he G le n n a lle n  D i s t r i c t  m an ag es approx im ate ly  
5.5 m illion acres of Public L ands in  east-cen tra l 
A laska , the m ajo rity  of w hich a re  along th e  scenic 
D enali H ighw ay. M ajor resource p rogram s include 
tim b e r sales, recreation , fish h a b ita t  stud ies, m in ing  
an d  rights-of-w ay m an ag em en t.

T he A n c h o ra g e  D i s t r i c t  m an ag es 16 m illion acres 
in sou thw est, so u th cen tra l and  so u th e a s t A laska. 
L arge concen tra tions of Public L an d s a re  found 
along th e  Yukon a n d  K uskokw im  rivers. P ortions of 
th e  Id ita ro d  N a tio n a l H istoric T ra il p ass th rough  
th e  d is tric t. M ajor resou rce  p rogram s include 
m ining, N ative  a llo tm en t surveys a n d  m an ag em en t 
of Subsurface rig h ts . T he C am pbell T ra c t in An­
chorage serves as a  va luab le  outdoor education labo­
ra to ry  for th o u san d s  of school ch ildren .



I t ’s  a l l  a b o u t  l a n d

A la sk a ’s 3 7 8  m illio n  acres were purchased by the fe d e ra l gove rnm en t from  
R u ss ia  in 1867  fo r  abou t two cents an acre. M ost o f  th is land  was a t one tim e 
adm in iste red  by the B L M  o r p redecessor agencies. L and  —  who owns it, who 
gets i t  and who can use it. These a re  the issues th a t the B L M  m ust dea l w ith 
eve ry  day.

Legislation such as th e  A laska S ta tehood Act (1958), 
th e  A laska N ative C laim s S e ttle m e n t Act (1971), and  
th e  A laska N ational In te re s t L ands C onservation 
A ct (1981), rad ically  changed th e  land  ow nership 
p a tte rn  of A laska by a llo ca tin g  more th an  104 
m illion acres of B L M -adm inistered  Public L ands to 
th e  s ta te  of A laska an d  44 m illion acres to N ative  
corporations, an d  by estab lish in g  m ore th an  100 m il­
lion acres of n a tio n a l p a rk s , m onum ents, p reserves 
an d  wildlife refuges. A fter all conveyances a re  
com pleted, the  re m a in in g  Public L ands will s till be 
ad m in is te red  by BLM u n d er th e  princip les of m ul­
tip le  u se  m anagem en t.

BLM survey  crew s carefully  locate an d  estab lish  
su rvey  m onum en ts, often  called “b ra ss  caps,” to 
physically  m ark  th e  p o in ts  on th e  e a rth 's  surface and  
tie the  lan d  to its  legal descrip tion .

B oundary  lines o f all lan d s  to be  tran sfe rred , p lus 
those of an y  inholdings, m u st be  surveyed by the  
BLM before th e  new  ow ners can  receive p a ten t.
E ach su m m er BLM su rvey  crew s a re  sen t to  rem ote 
b ase  cam ps in all p a r ts  of the  s ta te  to get the  job 
done. A la rg e  su rv ey  cam p of 14 to 16 people will 
typically  need  m ore th an  200 item s w eighing up  to 
65,000 lbs. and  w ill u se  m ore th a n  60,000 gallons of 
fuel d u rin g  tho oum m er. ELM'S w arehouse crew s 
and  a ir logistics op era tio n s keep  these cam ps o p era t­
ing. A lm ost one m illion pounds of equ ipm ent and  
supp lies a re  tran sp o rte d  annually .

In g en era l, C ongress h a s  d irec ted  th a t  m ost Public 
L ands be re ta in ed  in  federal ow nership . However, 
Public L ands can be tran sfe rre d  to p riva te  ow ner­
ship  in a  v a rie ty  o f ways.

Indiv idual N ative  a llo tm en ts up  to 160 acres in size 
a re  being  surveyed by BLM as  p a r t  o f the  federal 
governm ent's  responsib ilities  u n d er th e  1906 N ative 
A llo tm ent Act. M iners receive p a te n t to lands w ith 
m ineral deposits a fte r perfo rm ing  asse ssm e n t work 
on valid claim s an d  m eeting  o th e r req u irem en ts . If 
th e  BLM’s land  use  p lan n in g  process d e te rm in es  
th a t  disposal of a  given parcel of land  is in th e  
public in te re st, th e  parcel can be sold for a fa ir  
m ark e t value or exchanged for an o th e r parcel of 
equal value.

T he BLM is the  custodian  of th e  n a tio n ’s rea l e s ta te  
records. M aste r T itle  P la ts  no t only show  land  
ow nership  b u t also  any leases, rights-of-w ay ac ts, 
w ithd raw als an d  public land  actions in  effect.

Any citizen can d e te rm in e  the  legal h is to ry  o f a 
parcel of land  w hile i t  w as u n d e r federa l ow nership  
by v is itin g  a  public land  record inform ation  cen te r 
a t  a  BLM office.

Public lan d s are  freq u en tly  used by o th e rs  even 
though ow nersh ip  is re ta in ed  by th e  federal govern­
m ent. T he BLM ad m in is te rs  rights-of-w ay for 
h u n d red s  of m iles of roads, electrical tran sm iss io n  
lines, p ipelines a n d  o th e r uses. BLM also  g ra n ts  
tem p o ra ry  use p e rm its  for landfills, p a rk s , a irs tr ip s , 
tem porary  sto rage facilities and  o th er uses.

All law s re la tin g  to h o m estead in g  on Public L ands 
in A lask a  expired  in 1986. The Public L ands a re  no 
longer availab le  for cabins, tra d e  and  m a n u fa c tu r­
ing  sites, recrea tion  sites or hom es.



I t ’s  a l l  a b o u t  r e s o u r c e s

A laska 's Pub lic  L and s possess n a tu ra l resources o f  enorm ous va lue . T rad i­
tion a l resources such as coal, t im be r and fish a re  trad ed  w orldw ide to make 
life  m ore com fo rtab le  fo r  peop le everyw here . Today, new opportun ities in  the 
rea lm  o f h is to ric , c u ltu ra l, scientific and re c rea tion a l resources a re  emerging 
to assum e new im portance in  the  deve lopm ent o f  the A la ska  o f the fu tu re .

BLM m anngcs the  h a b ita t  for the  p lan ts  an d  an i­
m als th a t  live on our public lands. Specinl em phasis  
is placed on th rea ten ed  or endangered  species such 
as the  a rc tic  peregrine falcon. BLM cooperates w ith 
o th er agencies to m onito r population levels so th a t  
sc ien tis ts  can p red ic t how en v ironm en ta l changes 
will uffect th e  species. C u rre n t research  projects in 
A laska a re  aim ed a t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  needs of 
caribou, m arten , moose, an d  pereg rine  falcons.

A laska 's m in era l w ealth  h as  been recognized for 
m ore th an  a  h u n d red  y ears. M illions of ounces of 
gold have been  rem oved from such places as  Nome, 
the  F ortym ile  coun try  a n d  F airbanks.

BLM surface  protection spec ia lis ts  and  geologists 
work w ith  m in ers  who h av e  claim s located on public 
lan d s  to h e lp  them  m eet legal req u irem en ts  neces­
sary  to receive p a te n t  and  to advise them  in tech ­
n iques th a t  will avoid u n n ecessa ry  surface d is tu r­
bances.

BLM h as  su rface  m an ag em en t responsib ilitie s  for 
on-shore oil an d  g as  production in  producing  fields 
such a s  those  on th e  K enai P en in su la  an d  h a s  
oversigh t responsib ilitie s  for th e  T ran s-A lask a  
P ipeline S ystem . BLM also  ad m in is te rs  th e  23- 
m illion-acre N atio n al Potro leum  R eserve-A laska on 
th e  N o rth (Slope.

People come to A laska  from  all over th e  w orld for the 
ad v en tu re  o f a  lifetim e or a  week o f so litude am id 
scenic g ran d eu r. T he Public L ands in  A lask a  offer

o u ts tan d in g  opp o rtu n ities  for sigh tseeing , hiking, 
photography, wildlife observation , fishing, hun tin g  
arid o th e r recreational p u rsu its .

T he BLM ad m in is te rs  six A laska com ponents of the 
N ational W ild an d  Scenic R ivers System . T hese 
include portions of the  D elta, Fortym ile, U nalak leet 
an d  G u lk an a  riv ers  and  B eaver and  Birch creeks 
w here rec rea lio n is ts  can experience an y th in g  from a 
q u ie t float trip  to  w h itew ate r rapids.

Portions of the  Id ita ro d  N atio n al H istoric T rail from 
S ew ard  to N om e cross B L M -adm inistered Public 
Lands. Today, th e  world fam ous Id itarod  sled dog 
race is ru n  along  portions of th is  rou te  each M arch.

F o rt E gbert, on th e  b an k s  of the  Yukon River, d ates 
back to 1899. I ts  long and  colorful h isto ry  h as  no t 
been forgotten  a s  i t  h as  been p artia lly  restored . 
G uided to u rs  conducted by the  BLM an d  th e  local 
h isto rical society a re  ava ilab le  in  th e  sum m er.

R ecen t s tu d ies  ind ica te  th a t  some forest fires can 
benefit o th e r resources. F o r exam ple, th e  rap id  
increase  of lush  vegeta tion  following a clean  bu rn  
provides new  wildlife h a b ita t  for a  v arie ty  of b irds 
and  m am m als, Puhlic L an d s arc  valuab le outdoor 
labora to ries for re search  s tu d ies  abou t o u r n a tu ra l 
world.

U n d er p red eterm in ed  and  carefully  m onitored 
c ircum stances, som e n a tu ra l  w ildfires a re  allowed 
to b u rn , sav in g  m oney an d  m anpow er to p ro tec t 
m ore critical a reas .



I t ’s  a l l  a b o u t  t e c h n o l o g y

U n its  o f  Pub lic  Land  in  A la sk a  v a ry  in size from  parce ls o f on ly  a few acres to 
b locks the size o f states. G a th e ring  in fo rm a tion  abou t these lan d s  and th e ir 
resources can be expensive and tim e consum ing i f  done by t ra d it io n a l m eth ­
ods. Today B LM -A la ska  m akes use o f s ta te -o f-th e -a rt equ ipm ent and space- 
age technology to get the job  done qu ick ly  and  effic iently .

T he technology of the  21st cen tu ry  h as  arriv ed  
early  to help m anage your Public L ands in A laska.

A ir photos a re  in valuab le  yet inexpensive tools for 
m any BLM resource specia lists to observe and  
m anage the Public Lands. E nv ironm ental changes 
in rem ote a re a s  cun be easily m onitored. For 
exam ple, wildlife biologists use photos to ev a lu a te  
wildlife h a b ita t conditions. Surface protection 
spec ia lis ts  m onitor reh ab ilita tio n  success in a reas  
w here m ining  has occurred. Lakes and  shorelines 
can be easily  m apped. T h is inform ation is used  to 
d e te rm in e  how m uch federal land  h a s  y e t to be 
tran sfe rre d  to th e  s ta te  of A laska an d  N ative corpo­
ra tio n s.

A L an d sa t sa te llite , o rb iting  575 m iles above the 
ea rth , scanned  the  vegeta tion  of a  six-m illion-acre 
a rea  in so u th w est A laska. BLM resource specia l­
is ts  th en  com bined th is  inform ation w ith  com pu ter­
ized elevation  d a ta  derived  from topographic m aps 
to produce th is  com posite im age.

Skilled  resource professionals can obtain  an  am az­
ing  am o u n t of in fo rm ation  from th is  im age. For 
exam ple, i f  a new  ro ad  is needed to move equ ip ­
m en t to a  d rillin g  site, po ten tia l g ravel deposits 
needed fur construc tion  can be 
identified , T hen , trav e l rou tes th a t  avoid steep  or 
w et, boggy te rra in  can be p lanned , low ering con­
stru c tio n  costs. W ildlife h a b ita t can be  identified  
and  avoided d u rin g  ro ad  construction .

S urvey field  work h as  trip led  in volum e w ith th e  
help of m odern technology. T he m ulti-m illion 
dollar A uto-Surveyor system  is the  key  elem ent in

th e  BLM tool k it. T he A uto-Surveyor is m ounted in a 
helicop ter and  uses sa te llite  o rien ta tio n  procedures to 
d e te rm in e  its  s ta r t in g  position. T he exact location of 
rivers a n d  shore lines can be recorded in  seconds as the 
pilo t flies over them . I t  would tak e  m on ths of work to 
obtain  th e  sam e d a ta  by using  trad itio n a l su rvey  m eth ­
ods.

T here  a re  m ore th an  200,000 lan d  record  casefiles m ain ­
ta in ed  by the BLM in A laska. T rack in g  th e  location of 
each file is now easily  accom plished by th e  use  of m ag­
netic b a r  codes, p o rtab le  optical scan n e r pens and  
com puters. T he system  is sim ilar to those used  on 
p roducts  a t  grocery sto res. BLM -A laska led in  th e  
developm ent of th is  system , w hich is now being  adopted 
by m an y  o th er BLM offices nationw ide.

B iologists have been trac k in g  large  gam e an im als  for 
y ea rs  by usin g  rad io  collars an d  a irp lan es . New develop­
m en ts  in  electronics allow  the sam e techn iques to be 
app lied  to fish. T iny tra n s m itte rs  w ere surgically  
im p lan ted  in stee lh ead  tro u t allow  rad io  m om itoring  to 
iden tify  critica l fish  h a b ita t  in po rtions o f the  Copper 
R iver b asin . A nother ty p e  of m on ito ring  system  helps 
BLM keep  track  o f a irc ra f t flying anyw here  in  th e  s ta te .

Rem ote sen so rs  a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  in s ta n tly  record  lig h t­
n in g  s tr ik e s  and  re lay  th e  inform ation  to a cen tra l 
com puter. R esource spec ia lis ts’ p red ic tions of w here 
w ildfires a re  m ost likely to occur allow  fire figh ting  
crew s to be s ta tio n ed  in h igh -risk  a rea s , cu ttin g  response 
tim e and  sav in g  th o u san d s  of do llars an n u a lly  in  fire 
sup p ressio n  costs. T he lig h tn in g  detec to rs w ere m odi­
fied to  h e lp  th e  U. S. Geological S u rvey  m onito r volcanic 
eru p tio n s on M t. R edoubt.
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R E S OLUTION

W H E R E A S  o n e  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  is s t a t e -  

o w n e d  l a n d ,  s e c o n d  o n l y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  s t a t e  l a n d  is t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  s t a t e  r e v e n u e  a n d  t h u s  

c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  i t s  p e o p l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  f i n a l  d e a d l i n e  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  S t a t e ' s  l a n d  

e n t i t l e m e n t ;  f r o m  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  i n  A l a s k a  is J a n u a r y  2, 19 9 4 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a  r e m a i n i n g  e n t i t l e m e n t  o f  2 0 . 7  m i l l i o n  

a c r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  7 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  s c h o o l  l a n d s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  p e n d i n g  s e l e c t i o n s  o n  l a n d s  w i t h  h i g h  

r e s o u r c e  v a l u e s  b u t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  A N C S A  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o r  

f e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l s  (such as m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  w h i c h  m a y  e v e n t a u l l y  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t a t e  o w n e r s h i p ) ; a n d

W H E R E A S  m u c h  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t a t e  s e l e c t i o n  

i s  r e m o t e  a n d  h a s  f e w  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  it is i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  h a v e  a s t r o n g  a n d  

v i a b l e  f e d e r a l  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a g e n c y  a d v o c a t i n g  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a n d  s h a r i n g  

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a n d  c o s t  o f  m a n a g i n g  c e r t a i n  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  

t h e  s t a t e ;  t h e r e f o r e

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t h a t  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  p o s t p o n e  t a k i n g  t i t l e  t o  s o m e  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  e n t i t l e m e n t  s o  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  

t o  t a k e  t i t l e  t o  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  l a n d  t h a n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o d a y ;  a n d  b e  i t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l a n d  l e f t  f o r  

t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e n t i t l e m e n t , t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  e v a l u a t e  

l a n d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  R e s e r v e  f o r  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r o  o w n e r s h i p ;  

a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  th a t ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  to m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  l i f e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v i s i t o r s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  B u r e a u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  c o n t i n u i n g  

p r e s e n c e  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t h a t  it is a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  B u r e a u  t o  m a n a g e  

s u c h  a r e a s  a s  t h e  S t e e s e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a ,  t h e  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  

N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a ,  w i l d  a n d  s c e n i c  r i v e r s  a n d  s o m e  l a n d s  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e m ,  t h e  S q u i r r e l  R i v e r  a r e a ,  a n d  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

C l e a r w a t e r  b l o c k ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l o n g  t e r m  

o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Y u k o n  R i v e r  a n d  s h o u l d

BE IT RES O L V E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:



c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  B L M  

o n  t h i s  i s s u e ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  B L M  o n  a r e g i o n  b y  r e g i o n  b a s i s  t o  r e s o l v e  

p r o b l e m s  o f  o v e r  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  u n d e r  s e l e c t i o n ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  be, 

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  t h a t  o v e r  s e l e c t i o n  g i v e s  t o  t h e  

C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  l a n d s  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  o w n e d  b y  

A l a s k a n s .




