


IN MARCH OF 1 9 8 0 , THf. NATIONAL WFATHER SERVICE 

F'RESENTED A PLAN TO CONGRESS 

TO MODERNIZE AND RESTRUCTURE 

THEIR OPERATIONS NATIONWIDE,

WHILE THIS PLAN MAY UPGRADE WEATHER SERVICE 

OFFICES IN THE LOWER 4 8 , IT WOULD VIRTUALLY 

CEASE PROVIDING ANY LOCAL WEATHER SERVICES 

THROUGHOUT RURA! ALASKA,

AS IT STANDS, THE PROPOSAL WOULD ELIMINATE 

14 OF ALASKA"S 17  WEATHER SERVICE OFFICES,

LEAVING ONLY THREE FORECAST STAIONS- 

LOCATED IN FAIRBANKS, ANCHORAGE AND JUNEAU- 

FULLY STAFFED, THIS PROPOSAL WOULD ELIMINATE THE 

WEATHER SERVICE STATIONS IN BARROW, KOTZEBUE, NOME, 

UNALAKLEET, MCGRATH, BETHEL, KING SALMON,

ST, PAUL, COLD BAY, KODIAK, HOMER, VALDEZ,

YAKUTAT AND ANNETTE ISLAND, MANY OF THESE STATIONS 

HAVE ALREADY HAD THEIR STAFFING REDUCED AND ARE 

ABLE TO PROVIDE ONLY THE MOST BASIC WEATHER SERVICES.

THE FISHERMEN, MARINERS AND AVIATORS OPERATING IN THE 

THOUSANDS OF MILES OF COASTLINE AND PRIME FISHING 

GROUNDS IN THE GULF AND BERING SEA, BRISTOL BAY,

AND SOUTHEAST REGIONS WILL NO LONGER HAVE QUICK ACCESS TO

UPDATED LOCAL WEATHER FORECASTS, NEITHER WILL

THE AVIATORS WHO FLY TO THE REMOTE AREAS OF THE INTERIOR,

WEATHER SERVICE FORECASTS PROVED INVALUABLE THIS 

PAST SUMMER DURING THE CLEAN-UP EFFORTS FOLLOWING 

THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL WHEN AIR TRAFFIC IN THE PRINCE 

WILLIAM SOUND, NORTH GULF COAST AND KODIAK AREAS QUADRUPLED,

BY CONTRAST, THE NEXT LARGEST STATE, TEXAS,

WILL HAVE NINE FULL SERVICE WEATHER STATIONS- 

3 TIMES WHAT ALASKA WILL BE LEFT WITH



IF THE CURRENT WEATHER SERVICE PROPOSAL IS ACCEPTED,

AT THE URGING OF THE MANY ALASKAN COMMUNITIES WHO DEPEND 

ON THESE IMPORTANT WEATHER FORECASTS, THE NATIONAL 

WEATHER SERVICE, THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND RlJDGET_WHO DEVISED 

THE PLAN-ARE CURRENTLY REVIEWING IT. THEY PLAN TO 

COMPLETE THEIR REVIEW BY THE END OF THIS MONTH,

IF WE ARE TO IMPACT THE REVIEW PROCESS, NOW IS THr TIME,

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE SEND THIS STRONG MESSAGE TO

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

THAT WE REJECT THE PROPOSED PLAN AND URGE

THEM INSTEAD TO DEVELOPE A

PLAN THAT WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE

THE VITAL WEATHER SERVICES THAT ARE SO

NECESSARY TO PRESERVE LIFE AND PROPERTY IN THE

DIVERSE CONDITIONS EXISTING IN ALASKA,

THIS RESOLUTION WILL SERVE TO INFORM THE NATIONAL 

WEATHER SERVICE THAT ALASKANS ACROSS THE STATE 

INSIST ON A LEVEL OF SERVICE COMMENSURATE WITH 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL DEMANDS WE FACE IN OUR 

TRAVELS AND DOING OUR WORK.
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T e d  S t e v e n s

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a to r  F o r  A la s k a
O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 8 9

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

S T E V E N S  O P P O S E S  N A T I O N A L  W E A T H E R  S E R V I C E  P L A N  7 0 R  A L A S X A

A  p l a n  t o  m o d s r r . i s e  t h i  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c *  

n a t i o n w i d e  w o u l d  r e d u c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i m p r o v e  t h a  f o r e c a s t i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A l a s k a n s ,  S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  s a i d  
t o d a y .

D u r i n g  a S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t a e  h e a r i n g  o n  a  m a j o r  

r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e ,  S t e v e n s  n o t e d  

t h a t  t h e  p l a n  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  l o c a l  f o r e c a s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  a t
17 • « r v i e «  « t » t i o n a  i n  A l a s k a .  Th® ■t«££ a t  t h o s e  o t a t i o n a

c u r r e n t l y  c o l l e c t  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  d a t a  f o r  f o r e c a s t  s t a t i o n s  

i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  J u n e a u  a n d  p r o v i d e  l o c a l  w e a t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  f i s h e r m e n ,  p i l o t s  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e i r  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,

N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e  o f f i c i a l s  t o d a y  i n f o r m e d  

S t e v e n s  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  f o r e c a s t  s t a t i o n s  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  

F a i r b a n k s  a n d  J u n e a u  w o u l d  r e m a i n  o p e n  a n d  p r o v i d e
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  n o  l u n g e r  r e c e i v e
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n ,

S t e v e n s  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a  f o r e c a s t e r  i n  

A n c h o r a g e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a t c h  a l o c a l  w e a t h e r  s e r v i c e  s t a f f  

p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  t i l l  p i l o t s  a b o u t  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,

" N o w  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e  f e l l o w  w h o  t a i l s  u s  i t ' s  

a l l  r i g h t  t o  l a n d  . . . i s  t w o  m o u n t a i n  r a n g e s  a n d  1 5 0 0  m i l e s  
• w a y .  T h a t ' s  th® d i s t a n e®  f r o m  St. L o u i s  t o  S a n  F r a n o i s e o .  

[ I s  a  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t e r  i n  S t .  L o u i s ]  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e  

p e o p l e  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  y o u ' r e  c l e a r  t o  l a n d ? "  S t e v e n s  

a s k e d ,

U s i n g  a  m a p  s h o w i n g  A l a s k a  s u p e r i m p o s e d  o v e r  t h e  l o w e r  

4 8 ,  S t e v e n s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  s t a t e  w i l l  

n o t  h a v e  a n  e q u i t a b l e  s h a r e  o f  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e  

o f f i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p l a n ,  w h i l e  A l a a k a  w i l l  b e
l o f t  w i t h  o n l y  fthrno fnr’e n a a t  d t a r . i n n x ,  t h o  snrnnrl -1 «rtjF»nt 

a t a t e  o f  T e x a s  w i l l  h i v e  t e n .  A  t o t a l  o f  1 1 2  f o r e c a s t  

s t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  4 8  s t a t e s ,  S t e v e n s  w a s  

t o l d .
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S t e v e n s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h *  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e  i s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h *  p r o p o s e d  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  
o a u « «  a  d e g r a d a t io n  o f  m v c y jLo * .  h *  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b «  a b l *  t o  b *  m a d e  i n  A l a s k a ,  w h « r *  

r * a i d * n t a  r * l y  o n  a c c u r a t *  f o r a c a s t s  f o r  a i r  a n d  w a t e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

" I f  t h e r e ' a a n y  p l a c *  t h a t ' a  a * n a i t i v a  t o  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  

i t 'a m y  a t a t * . . , , "  S t e v e n *  a a i d .  " C o u l d  y o u  c a r t i f y  t h a t  

t h i s  p l a n  . . . w o u l d  n o t  r * d u c a  t h *  a * r v i c * a  t o  m y  p e o p l e  w h o  

r a l y  o n  w e a t h e r  d a t a ? "  S t e v e n *  a f k e d  D r .  J o *  F r i d a y ,  
A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o r  W e a th e r  f l a r v i c a a .

F r i d a y  l a i d  t h a t  b a « * d  o n  S t e v e n s '  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h *  w o u l d  

t i k e  a s e c o n d  l o o k  a t  t h a  p l a n  f o r  A l a a k a .

S t e v e n s  a l a o  q u * a v . i o n * d  t h *  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  n * w  r a d a r  

t h a t  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  A l a a k a  u n d « r  t h *  m o d e r n i s a t i o n  

p i a n .  T h e  d o p p l a r  N E X R A D  r a d a r  c a n n o t  " a * * "  o v * r  m o u n t a i n  

r a n g * *  a n d  t h e r e f o r *  w o u l d  o f f * r  o n l y  l i m i t e d  c o v e r a g e  i n  
' l a e k a ,  S t e v e n s  a a i d .

D u r i n g  t o d a y ' *  h e a r i n g ,  S t a v a n a  r e a d  l e t t e r s  fro m  
A l a s k a n *  w h o  o p p o s e  t h *  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n .

K o d i a k  m a y o r  B o b  B r o d i *  w r o t e ,  " A *  t h *  c o u n t r y ' a  l a r g e s t  

f i s h i n g  p o r t . . . i t  i s  v i t a l  t h a t  o u r  f i s h i n g  f l e e t  a n d  o u r  

m a n y  s m a l l  p l a n e  p i l o t s  h e v *  t h *  m o a t  c o m p l e t e  w e a t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e . "

L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  K o d i a k ,  V a l d a i  a n d  Q a m b a l l  h a v e  

p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  O D D O s i t i o ; :  t o  t h a  m o d o r n i i a t i o n ,  
S t e v e n s  a a i d ,

N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e  a e r v i c a  a t a t i o n a  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

l o c a t e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u ,  B a r r o w ,  X o t 2 6 b u a ,  

N o m e ,  U n a l a k l e e t ,  M c G r a t h ,  B e t h e l ,  X i n g  S a l m o n ,  S t .  P a u l ,  

C o l d  B a y ,  K o d i a k ,  H o m e r ,  V a l d e z ,  Y a k u t a t  a n d  A n n e t t e  I s l a n d .

U n d e r  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p l a n ,  m a n y  o f  t h *  a t a t i o n a  w i l l  

b e  a u t o m a t e d .  P e r s o n n e l  m a y  r e m a i n  a t  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s ,  
H o w e v e r , t h e y  w i l l  o n l y  s e n d  d a t a  t o  t h o  f o r e c a s t  a t a t i o n a  
i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  J u n e a u .  T h e y  w i l l  n o t  p r o v i d e  

l o c a l  w e a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  b r i e f i n g s  t o  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .

# # #
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