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M E M O R A N D U M

T O R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d  
C o - C h a i r m e n  
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e r  4

F R O M S e n a t o r  F r e d  F

D A T E A p r i l  28, 1 9 9 0

R E C S  F o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 4 5  - " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  C S S B  5 4 5  b e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a 
h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
p o s s i b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y .

S B  5 4 5  e s t a b l i s h e s  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
M a r m o t  I s l a n d ,  n o r t h e a s t  o f  K o d i a k  I s l a n d .

T h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  is t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t
s e a  l i o n  r o o k e r i e s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  s e a  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  in
A l a s k a  —  f o r  u n k n o w n  r e a s o n s  —  h a s  s u f f e r e d  a m a j o r  

p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e .  T h e  d e c l i n e  is s o  g r e a t  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  h a s  p l a c e d  s e a  l i o n s  o n  t h e

T h r e a t e n e d  S p e c i e s  L i s t ,  u n d e r  t h e  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t .

W i t h  t h i s  l i s t i n g ,  N M F S  i m p l e m e n t e d  a s e r i e s  o f  e m e r g e n c y
p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s .  T h e s e  m e a s u r e s  f a l l  m o s t  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  is a 
p o s i t i v e  s t e p  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  t a k e  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  
t h e  s e a  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e

w o u l d  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  i s s u e r  o f  p e r m i t s  f o r  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  p r i o r i t y  w o u l d  b e  t o
p r o t e c t  t h e  s e a  l i o n s  f r o m  a l l  h a r m f u l  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  b a c k u p  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a t t a c h e d :

1. S e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s .
2. F i s c a l  n o t e .

3. M a p  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t
A r e a .

4. M a p  o f  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  s e a  l i o n  r o o k e r i e s .



C S S B  5 4 5 / H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  - p a g e  2

5. M a p  s h o w i n g  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  in r e l a t i o n  t o  K o d i a k  
I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  G u l f  o f  A l a s k a .

6. M a p  o f  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  c l o s e d  b y  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e

7. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r .  T h e  
a m e n d m e n t s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  in r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  w e r e  l a r g e l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  CS.
8. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r .
9. N e w s  r e l e a s e  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  
S e r v i c e .
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S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  

C S  F o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 4 5  ( R e s o u r c e s )

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l
H a b i t a t  A r e a ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

S E C T I O N  1

(a) L e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  M a r m o t  
I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

(b) S t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .

(c) R e q u i r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h
a n d  G a m e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e v e r y  t w o  
y e a r s  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  S t e l l a r  s e a  l i o n s  a n d  t h e  
M a r m o t  I s l a n d  r o o k e r i e s .  C l o s e s  t h e  a r e a  t o  m i n e r a l  
e n t r y  u n t i l  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  e n d a n g e r e d ,  o r  d e p l e t e d .

(d) R e q u i r e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  a l l o w  h i s t o r i c a l ,
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  a n d  p u b l i c  u s e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  p r o v i d e d

t h e y  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  
w h i c h  is p r i m a r i l y  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  S t e l l e r  s e a  
l i o n s .

S E C T I O N  2

S u n s e t  c l a u s e .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w o u l d  
r e t u r n  t o  i t s  f o r m e r  l a n d  s t a t u s  o n  J u l y  1, 2 0 0 5  

u n l e s s  a c t i o n  is t a k e n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
c o n t i n u e  it.

S E C T I O N  3

I m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .
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F i s h  a n d  G a m e H a b i t a t S B  5 4 5 R e s o u r c e s
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M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a
DEPARTMENT POSITION

S u p p o r t  w i t h  A m e n d m e n t s
_________ j  .//?  y

^  F r a n k  R u e ,  D i r e c t o r
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SUM M ARY

ATVRE

o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  a f f e c t e d  « r  n a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s

c r  is T m jE N t  Q*9 0 FfS) A F F c c r to  a r  b i l l
K o d i a k  I s l a n d  R e s i d e n t s ,  
W i l d l i f e  E n t h u s i a s t s ,  
C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r m a n

o r g a n iz a t io n a l  > '  AO FT FOR W LL ORGANIZATIONAL OTROSmOM TO WLL

FISCAL IMPACT: □  NONE 13  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  is t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Area 
a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

a n a l y s is  OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

T h e  b i l l  a c h i e v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. E s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  and" p o p u l a t i o n s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s ,  a n d  s e a b i r d s .

2. D i r e c t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  t o  r e p o r t  b i e n n i a l l y  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  
o f  S t e l l a r  s e a  l i o n s  a n d  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  r o o k e r y .

3. C l o s e s  t h e  a r e a  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n t i l  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  is 
r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d ,  e n d a n g e r e d ,  a n d  d e p l e t e d  s p e c i e s  s t a t u s  u n d e r

16 U S C  1 5 3 1 - 1 5 4 3 .

4. R e p e a l s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  J u l y  1, 2 0 0 5 .

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a m e n d m e n t s .  ‘
(See a t t a c h e d )

01.001 IV*. 1 JM»
H U M  ATTACH A OVAJUTt SHOT 7 0 *  ADOmOKAA COMM PETS OC AJULYM .



A t t a c h m e n t  to Bill A n a l y s i s  for S B  545
A m e n d m e n t s  P r o p o s e d

A m e n d  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 3 0 ( a )  a s  f o l l o w s :

(a) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  is d e s i g n a t e d  as t h e  M a r m o t
I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a :

(1) T o w n s h i p  22 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  15 W e s t  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n  19
S e c t i o n s  3 0 - 3 1

(2) T o w n s h i p  22 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  16 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n
[ S E C T I O N  36: E l / 2  E l / 2  S E 1 / 4  , E l / 2  W l / 2  E l / 2  S E 1 / 4 ]
S e c t i o n  36: S E / 4  . E l / 2  E l / 2  S W 1 / 4

(3) T o w n s h i p  23 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  15 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n s  6-7
S e c t i o n  18

(4) T o w n s h i p  23 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  16 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n
[ S E C T I O N  1: E l / 2  E l / 2  , E l / 2  W l / 2  E l / 2 ]

S e c t i o n  1: E l / 2  . E l / 2  E l / 2  W l / 2  
S e c t i o n  12: E l / 2  E l / 2  , E l / 2  W l / 2  E l / 2  
S e c t i o n  13

S e c t i o n  14: E l / 2  E l / 2  E l / 2  N E 1 / 4  , E l / 2  E l / 2  E l / 2  N l / 2  
S E 1 / 4 , S I / 2 S E 1 / 4  
[ S E C T I O N  23]

S e c t i o n s  2 2 - 2 4

(5) T h e  S t a t e  t i d e l a n d ,  [AND] s u b m e r g e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  f o r  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  o n e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  m e a n  h i g h  
t i d e  l i n e  o f  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  f o u n d  o n  s t a t e  l a n d  t h a t  is 
d e s c r i b e d  i n  (1), (3), a n d  (4) o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ;  t h e
b o u n d a r y  l i n e s  o f  t h e  w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h
i n c l u d e  t h e  w a t e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e s  o f
M a r m o t  I s l a n d  b e t w e e n  l i n e s  e x t e n d i n g

(.‘i) o n e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  o n  a l i n e  
e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d  f r o m  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  
S e c t i o n  24, T o w n s h i p  22 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  16 W e s t ,  
S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  a n d  S e c t i o n  19, T o w n s h i p  22 S o u t h ,  
R a n g e  15 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ;  a n d

(B) o n e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  o n  a l i n e  
e x t e n d e d  [ S O U T H W A R D ]  w e s t w a r d  f r o m  t h e  b o u n d a r y  
b e t w e e n  S e c t i o n s  15 a n d  22 A N D  23, T o w n s h i p  23 
S o u t h ,  R a n g e  16 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n .

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o r r e c t  a n  e r r o r  in t h e  l e g a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  ( S e c t i o n  7, T o w n s h i p  23 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  15 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  
M e r i d i a n ,  a n d  S e c t i o n  24, T o w n s h i p  23 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  16 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  
M e r i d i a n ,  w e r e  i n a d v e r t a n t l y  o m i t t e d ) ; t o  i n c l u d e  i m p o r t a n t  s e a



l i o n  h a u l o u t s  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ;  a n d  to i n c l u d e  a 
c r i t i c a l  a c c e s s  p o i n t  a l o n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  
a r e a .

A m e n d  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 3 0 ( c )  as f o l l o w s ;

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  b i e n n i a l l y  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on 
t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s  a n d  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  
r o o k e r i e s .  T h e  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  in (a) of t h i s  
s e c t i o n  is c l o s e d  to m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n d e r  AS 
3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5 - 3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5  [ U N T I L  T H E  S T E L L E R  S E A  L I O N  P O P U L A T I O N  IS 
R E M O V E D  F R O M  T H R E A T E N E D ,  E N D A N G E R E D ,  A N D  D E P L E T E D  S P E C I E S  
S T A T U S  U N D E R  16 U . S . C .  1 5 3 1 - 1 5 4 3 ] .

P r o p e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  
r o o k e r i e s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  t o  p r e v e n t  s u r f a c e  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  
d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  a n i m a l s .  T h e s e  c l o s u r e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  n o t  o n l y  
t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n s  b u t  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g  
t e r m  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  w e l l .

O m i t  S e c ,  2. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 6 3 0 ,  [AS E N A C T E D  IN SEC. 1 O F  T H I S  ACT, 
IS R E P E A L E D  J U L Y  1, 2 0 0 5 ] .

P r o p e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  
r o o k e r i e s  r e q u i r e s  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  s t a t u s  f o r  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
r e c o v e r y  o f  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n s  b u t  f o r  t h e i r  l o n g  t e r m  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  a s  w e l l .
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AYE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99601-1790 
PHONE: (907 ) 460-2400

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  3 e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  

C h a i r

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

S u b j e c t : S e n a t e  B i l l  545, M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M a r m o t  I s l a n d  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  a n d  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n  r o o k e r y  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h a u l o u t  

h a b i t a t  o n  M a r m o t  I s l a n d .

B a c k g r o u n d :  T h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n  r o o k e r i e s  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of

M a r m o t  I s l a n d ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  A l a s k a ,  a r e  in d e c l i n e ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and. G a m e  (ADF&G) a n d  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  M a r i n e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  

l i o n  h a s  b e e n  l i s t e d  as a t h r e a t e n e d  s p e c i e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  E n d a n g e r e d  S p e c i e s  A c t .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  545, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  h a b i t a t  o f  M a r m o t  

I s l a n d  f o r  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s ,  p r o p o s e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S p e c i a l  U s e  A r e a  f o r  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  c e n t r a l  p o r ­

t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  M a r m o t  I s l a n d .  T h e  S p e c i a l  U s e  A r e a  

w o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  t o  

p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  s e a  l i o n  h a b i t a t  a n d  t o  

m i n i m i z e  h u m a n  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  t h e  S t e l l e r  s e a  l i o n s ,  w h i c h  u s e  

t h e  e a s t e r n  b e a c h e s  o f  M a r m o t  I s l a n d .

A  s p e c i a l  u s e  a r e a  d e s i g n a t i o n  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a l e g i s l a t i v e  c r i t i ­

c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n .  It w o u l d  a l s o  a l l o w  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t  

f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  w o u l d  r e m a i n  

i n  e f f e c t  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  K j d i a k  A r e a  

P l a n  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  y e a r s ) .

10-J9LH
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T h e  S p e c i a l  U s e  A r e a  p r o p o s a l  h a s  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  e x t e n s i v e  

p u b l i c  a n d  a g e n c y  r e v i e w ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  h e l d  in 

K o d i a k  l a s t  m o n t h .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h  

a n d  is n o w  r e a d y  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  if t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is n o t  p a s s e d  

t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T e c h n i c a l  C h a n g e s : T h e  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e

S e c t i o n  7 o f  T o w n s h i p  23 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  15 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ,  

w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  b y  A D F & G ,  is a m a j o r  

r o o k e r y  p u p p i n g  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h a u l o u t  a r e a .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  

a d d i t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  7.

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  m y  s t a f f  if y o u  h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

C o m m i s s i o n e r

E n c l o s u r e s

cc: B i l l  S p o n s o r

C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

B o b  E v a n s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

D e n b y  L l o y d ,  S p e c i a l  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
N a t i o na l  Oceanic and Atmosphe r ic  Admin is t ra t ion
na tion a l Marino Fiahorioo Semioo
P,0. Box 21668
Juneau, Alaaka 89802-1668

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 5, 1990

Steller Sea Lions Designated as a Threatened Species

Juneau , . . The National Marine Fisheries Service adopted an

emergency regulation today that designates speller sea lions as a 

"threatened" species under the E n d angered Species Act. This action 

was taken in response to a dramatic decline in the number of 

Steller sea lions counted at major rookeries in central and western 

Alaska between 1960 and 1989.

The emergency regulation prohibits shooting at or near any 

Steller sea lion in U.S. waters, except for Native subsistence. 

It also prohibits boats from coming wit h i n  three miles of certain 

Steller sea lion rookeries (locations where pups are born) and 

empowers the secretary of commerce to place observers on any 

fishing vessel in order to monitor the accidental capture of sea 

lions in fishing gear. In addition, the regulation restricts tha 

number ' sea lions which may be accidentally caught and killed 

during fishing operations west of 141 degrees W. longitude to 675 

animals.

The National Marine Fisheries Service will immediately 

initiate w o r k  on a plan to guide the long-term recovery of the 

Steller sea lion population. The Service will also continue to 

investigate the cause of the decline of the sea lion population. 

Possible causes include shooting, accidental capture during



commercial fishing operations, the influence of commercial fishing 

on food supply, disease, natural environmental fluctuations, or 

other unknown changes in tha ecosystem. Surveys by the National 

Marine Fisheries Service have shown that counts of steller sea 

lions in central and western Alaska have dropped 63% since 1985 and 

82% since I960. On rookeries from the Kenai Peninsula to Kiska 

Island in the western Aleutians, the total number of sea lions 

counted has declined from a high of 140,000 in 1956-60 to about

25,000 in 1989.

Violations of laws protecting Steller sea lions are subject 

to severe civil and criminal penalties, including fines of up to 

$25,000, imprisonment for up to one year, and vessel forfeiture..

For more information on this emergency regulation, contact 

Steve Pennoyer, Regional Director, National Marine Fisheries 

Service, at 586-7221.

###

„ C O M P L I M E N T S  OF 
UNITED FISHERMEN'S MARKETING ASSOCIATION, INC

Box 1035, Koaiak, Aluskg 99615 
Tel. (907) 435-3453
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Original s p o n s o r ( s ) i  R e s o : rces Committee

IN T H E  SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BIL L  NO. 545 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

S I XTEENTH L E GI S LATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to e s t ab lishing the Marmot Island

C tical Habitat Area; and providing for an effective

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I SLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sect i o n 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.20.630. MARMOT ISLAND C R I TICAL HABI T A T  AREA. (a) The 

following land and w ater is designated as the Marmot Island Critical 

Habitat Area:

(1) T o wn s h i p  22 South, Range 15 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 19 

Sections 30 - 31

(2) T o w n sh i p  22 South, Range 16 West, Seward M e r i d i a n

Section 36: E1/2SE1/4, E1/2W1/2SE1/4

(3) T o w nship 23 South, Range 15 West, Seward M e r id i a n

Sections 6 - 7  

Sec ion 18

(4) Towns h ip  23 South, Range 16 West, Seward M e r id i a n

Section 1: El/2 El/2, E1/2W1/2E1/2

Sect i o n  12: E1/2E1/2, E1/2W1/2E1/2

Sect i o n  13

Section 14: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 , E1/2E1/2E1/2N1/2-

S E 1 / 4 , S1/2SE1/4 

Section 22: El/2

Sections 23 - 24

date."
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1 (5) the tideland and submerged land and water for a dis-

2 tance of one and one-half miles seaward from the mean h i g h  tide line

3 of the shoreline found on state land that is desc r i b e d  in (1), (3),

4 and (A) of this subsection; the boundary lines o„' the w at e r  described

5 in this para g r a p h  include the w at e r  of the state on the eastern shores

6 of Marmot Island between lines extending

7 (A) one and one-half miles from the shoreline on a

8 line extended northward from the boundary between Section 24,

9 T o wnship 22 South, Range 16 West, Seward M e r id i a n  and Section 19,

10 Towns h ip  22 South, Range 15 West, Seward Meridian; and

11 (B) one and one-half miles from the shoreline on a

12 line extended southward along the w e s t e r n  boundary of Sect i on  22:

13 El/2, Township 23 South, Range 16 West, Seward Meridian.

14 (b) The Marmot Island Critical Habitat Ar e a  is established to

15 ensure the protection and enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat and

16 populations, especially Steller sea lions.

(c) The commissioner shall report bienn i a l ly  to the legislature

on the status of the Steller sea lions and the Marmot Island r o o k­

eries. I The land and w ater described in (a) of this section is closed 

to mineral entry u nder AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275„'jjntil the Steller sea 

lion popul a t i o n  is removed from threatened, endangered, and depleted

species status u nder 16 U.S.C. 1531 - 1543.

(d) The commissioner shall a l l o w  historical, traditional, and

public uses, including fishing, hunting, trapping, mecha n i z e d  and

no n m e c h a ni z e d  public access, grazing, trading, firewood harvesting, 

wildlife viewing, hiking, and berry picking to the extent the a c t i v­

ities are compatible with the purposes for w h i c h  the critical habitat 

area was established.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20.630, as enacted in sec. l _ gf this Act, is repealed

CSSB 5 4 5 ( R e s ) -2- SB0545b
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J u l y  1, 2005.

*  Sec. 3. Thi s  Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c )
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