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h b b k m I  w w

P r o p o s e d  W i i l o w  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  
B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

L o c a t i o n : T h e  p r o p o s e d  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t
A r e a  is l o c a t e d  o n  the w e s t e r n  s l o p e s  o f  W i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  b e t w e e n  W i l l o w  C r e a k  a n d  t h e  K a s n w i t n a  R i v e r  
in S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 m i l e s  n o r t h w e s t  
of  H a t c h e r  P a s s  and 10 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o t  W i l l o w .

A r e a  D e s c r i p t i o n : L o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  s l o p e s  o f
W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n ,  the a r e a  r a n g e s  in e l e v a t i o n  f r o m  1 0 0 0  
t o  2600 feet. T h e  a r e a  is v e g e t a t e d  w i t h  m i x e d  s t a n d s  
o f  b i r c h ,  w h i t e  s p r u c e ,  c o t t o n w o o d ,  a n d  a s p e n  w h i c h  
g r a d e  i n t o  w i l l o w  a n d  a l d e r  a t  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .  
E x t e n s i v e  g r a s s l a n d s  c o v e r  t h e  r i d g e - t o p s  a n d  i n t e r m i x  
w i t h  the w i l l o w / a l d e r  s t a i d s .  W e t l a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  
b l a c k  s p r u c e  are s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h e  u n u s u a l l y  
e x t e n s i v e  s t a n d s  of  w i l l o w  p r o v i d e  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r  a n d  
b r o w s e  a t t r a c t i v e  to m o o s e .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n ; W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  s u p p o r t s  u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of m o o s e  in l a t e  f a l l  a n d  e a r l y  w i n t e r .  
T h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  s o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  m o o s e  
h a b i t a t  i n  the l o w e r  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  H i g h  
q u a l i t y  b r o w s e ,  s h a l l o w  s n o w  c o v e r ,  a n d  o t h e r  h a b i t a t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  p r o v i d e  m o o s e  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l  h a b i t a t .  
T h e  s e a s o n a l  '.'ensity of  m c o s e  in t h i s  a r e a  is o n e  o f  
t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  .-.he state. A t  p r e s e n t  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  
in the a r e a  are e s t i m a t e d  to n u m b e r  w e l l  o v e r  1 0 0 0  
a n i m a l s  a n d  w i t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  h a b i t a t  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  
o f  a d j a c e n t  areas, c o u l d  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e .  L a r g e  
n u m b e r s  o f  m o o s e  are a l s o  k n o w n  to u t i l i z e  the m o u n t a i n  
s l o p e s  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  a n d  e a r l y  fall. M a i n t a i n i n g  
h a b i t a t  o n  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  the . p r o p o s e d  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area, is k e y  to s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  
i n t e g r i t y  o f  the a r e a ' s  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

L a n d  S t a t u s : T h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e s  *
2 2 , 7 2 0  a c r e s  a n d  is c o m p o s e d  e n t i r e l y  of s t a t e  a n d  
s t a t e  s e l e c t e d  land. T h e r e  a r e  5 , 1 2 0  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  
s e l e c t e d  l a n d  in t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  the p r o p o s e d  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area. T h e r e  is n o  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d  
w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h i s  area.

C u r r e n t  U s e s : T h e  a r e a  is u s e d  y e a r - r o u n d  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f
w i l d l i f e  o r i e n t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  M o o s e  h u n t i n g  is t h e  
p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  m o o s e  h u n t e r s  c o m i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
f r o m  the A n c h o r a g e  o r  P a l m e r / W a s i l l a  a n d  W i l l o w  a r e a s .  
W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  r e c e i v e s  i n t e n s i v e  m o o s e  h u n t i n g  e f f o r t  
b y  ORV. T r a p p i n g  is a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a .



Important: f u r b e a r e r s  i n c l u d e  m i n k ,  w e a s e l ,  b e a v e r ,
c o y o r e ,  lynx, a n d  otter. A l l  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  o f
p t a r m i g a n  a r e  h u n t e d  in the w i n t e r .  It i s  a l s o  a 
p o p u l a r  s n o w m a c h i n i n g  a r e a  d u e  to the e x t e n s i v e  
s t r e t c h e s  o f  w i d e  o p e n  t e r r a i n .  D o g  m u s h i n g  a n d  c r o s s  
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  a l s o  o c c u r  in t h e  a r ea.

P u b l i c  A c c e s s : P r e s e n t l y ,  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  i n t o  t h e  W i l l o w
M o u n t a i n  a r e a  is g a i n e d  v i a  t h e  " P e t e r s - P u r c h e s  C r e e k "  
trail. It is u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  m o o s e  h u n t e r s  in  t h e  
f a l l  a n d  p t a r m i g a n  h u n t e r s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s n o w  m a c h i n e r s  
a n d  fur t r a p p e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  T h e  t r a i l  b e g i n s  
n e a r  M P  14 o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  R o a d  a t  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e  o v e r  W i l l o w  C r e e k  a n d  t e r m i n a t e s  n e a r  
t i m b e r l i n e  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n .  T h e  
t r a i l  t r a v e r s e s  n u m e r o u s  s w a m p y  a r e a s ,  r e q u i r i n g  e i t h e r  
t r a c k  v e h i c l e s  o r  A T V ' s  w i t h  low p r e s s u r e  t i r e s .  A  n e w  
b r i d g e  a n d  r o a d  is p l a n n e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
( s p r i n g  1987) a c r o s s  W i l l o w  C r e e k  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  M P  5 
o f  the H a t c h e r  P a s s  R o a d  a n d  w i l l  c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  
a c c e s s  t o  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  in t h e  f u t u r e .

O t h e r  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s : T h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  p l a t e a u  h a s
l o w  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  P o r t i o n s  o f  f o u r  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  
c l a i m s  a r e  l o c a t e d  in t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
a r ea, (T20N, R2W, S e c t i o n  19, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n )  n e a r  
P e t e r s  C r e e k .

C u r r e n t l y  n o  g r a z i n g  o c c u r s  in t h e  a r ea. P o t e n t i a l  
g r a z i n g  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r a n g e l a n d  is 
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  an  a b u n d a n c e  o f  s t a n d i n g  w a t e r  a n d  
b o g g y  a r e a s  w h i c h  l i m i t s  its u s e  f o r  g r a z i n g  p u r p o s e s .  
P r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  r e s e r v e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the g r a z i n g  p o t e n t i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  W i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  U n i t  u n t i l  e x i s t i n g  g r a z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  
u t i l i z e d  w i t h i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  H a t c h e r  P a ss.

T h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  i d e n t i f i e s  a d e n s e  
s t a n d  o f  w h i t e  s p r u c e  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s l o p e s  o f  W i l l o w  1 
M o u n t a i n  b e l o w  1000 f e e t  as t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r e s t r y  p o t e n t i a l  in the v i c i n i t y .

A r e a ' s  H i s t o r y : B e c a u s e  the a r e a  h a s  h a d  l i m i t e d  p u b l i c
a c c e s s  t o  d a t e ,  a n d  few a t t r a c t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  n o o s e ,  
it  h a s  r e c e i v e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i m p a c t  f r o m  h u m a n  
use. H i g h  d e n s i t i e s  o f  m o o s e  h s v e  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  area, w h i c h  in t u r n  a t t r a c t e d  
h u n t e r s  b e g i n n i n g  in t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 's. H u n t e r s ,  
t r a p p e r s ,  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s n o w  
m a c h i n e r s ,  h a v e  b e e n  the p r i m a r y  u s e r s  o f  t h e  W i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  area.
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R e c e n t  p l a n s  to b r i d g e  W i l l o w  C r e e k  and e x t e n d  a 
r o a d  i n t o  the K a s n w i t n a  m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t  ( a d j a c e n t  to 
the p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area) f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  
a t i m b e r  sa l e  w i l l  a l t e r  the u n d i s t u r b e d  n a t u r e  of 
W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n ' s  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  h a b i t a t .  D e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  r o a d  a c c e s s  into t h i s  a r e a  t h r e a t e n s  its i n t e g r i t y  
w i t h  n e w  l a n d  u s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  I m p r o v e d  r o a d  a c c e s s  m a y  
m e a n  a n  i n c r e a s e  in s n o w m a c h i n e  u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  
w h i c h  c o u l d  r e s u l t  in s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  
a d d i t i o n a l  s t r e s s  to m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  a l r e a d y  
s t r e s s f u l  s e a s o n s .  I n c r e a s e s  in m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  u s e  
i m p a c t  h a b i t a t s ,  w i l d l i f e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  the q u a l i t y  
o f  t h e  o u t d o o r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h u n t i n g .  
A l t h o u g h  s e t t l e m e n t  is n o t  a l l o w e d  in  t h i s  a r e a  i n  the 
H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  Plan, t h e  p o t e n t i a l  for 
s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  in the a r e a  i s  r a i s e d  by 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r o a d  a c c e s s .

S u p p o r t  a n d  O p p o s i t i o n : T h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h
A s s e m b l y  h a s  s e n t  a l e t t e r  (dated F e b r u a r y  5, 1987) to 
l e g i s l a t o r s  r e q u e s t i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  the W i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  T h e  O c t o b e r  1986 
H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  d o c u m e n t s  s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  
in s u p p o r t  of  c r i t i c a l  h a b i c a t  a r e a  d e s i g n a t i o n :  the
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  of A l a s k a ;  the A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  of 
the W i l d l i f e  So c i e t y ;  the A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  the 
E n v i r o n m e n t ;  a n d  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s .  T h e  
A l a s k a  F r o n t i e r  T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  is a l s o  o n  r e c o r d  
as s u p p o r t i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  of  the c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  in 
t h i s  a r e a .  In t h e  O c t o b e r  1986 H a t c h e r  P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  
P l a n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  e n d o r s e d  
l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  the a r e a  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of 
p r o j e c t i n g  m o o s e  h a b i t a t .

T h e r e  is no  k n o w n  g r o u p  o p p o s i t i o n  to t h i s  p r o p o s a l .
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I. W il lo w  M o u n t a in

A. LAND USE DESI GNATI ONS

P r i m a r y  U s e s : Fish and Wildlife Habitat:. Pscreaticn

S e c c n c a r y  Uses: Grazing (see Map 11 for location)

P r o h i b i t e d  Uses: Settlement. Remote Cabin Permits, Commercial Recreation

Ceveicoment. Grazina cutsice cesicnatec areas (.see Mao 2

M i n i n g :

paces 110 / 1 1 ; j 
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B. B A C K G R O U N D

The rugged teaks of the Talkestna Mountains end in a gently sicced plateau 

kn o w n  as W illow Mountain in tnis sucunit. Peters, Purcnes and Little 
W i l l o w  Creeks flew cut o f steec-wallsd mountain valleys to the north and 

s outh of the Willow Mountain oiateau. The lowlanas portions of the 

s u b unit contain many swarroy areas that make access difficult.

W i l l o w  Moun t a i n  is an imoortant moose habitat area. Year-round 

p c o u l a t i c n s  between 1,300 anc 2,000 moose occur in western dortiens of 
this uni t  and are among the hignest in the Susitna Basin. Willow Mountain 

pr o v i d e s  winter and summer moose habitat that sucoorts breeding and 

c a l v i n g  activities. This is an imcortant moose hunting area due to its 
relative accessibility to urban areas and an aDundance of moose. The 

aloine zone (above 2,800 feet in elevation) is gca d  bear, sheep, and 

ca r i b o u  habitat, and brown anc black bear are of t e n  seen in these areas. 

F u r c e a r i n g  ar.imais are also common and traoping is an important use of the 

area. Black tear and ptarmigan hunting are p c p u l a r  as well.

198 -



The W i l l c w  M o u n t a i n  s u c unit c o n t a i n s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p c r c i c n  of the 

p c c e n c i a l  ranee resources w ithin the m a n a g e m e n t  unit. However, many 

p o r t i o n s  of the W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  plateau wr.ere m o s t  of the grazing  

r esources o c c u r  in the sucunit has boggy and s t a n c i n g  water areas, ana 
a ccess is d i f ficult.

Currently, there are no rcacs to this sucunit. ^ c t o r i z e c  access is Oy 

aircraft, sn c w m a c n i n e  cr ail terrain vehicle. Thi s  is a p c c u i a r  

s n c w m a c n i n i n c  area cue to extensive, w i c e — teen terrain. A caci.n built by 

the M a t - S u  M o t o r  M u s ners anc usee by the p u c l i c  is Iccatec cn the 

s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of the W i l l o w  f o u n t a i n  plateau. C c g  m u s n i n g  also occurs 

in seme areas. Views of the Susitna V alley sr.a A l a s k a  Range from W i l l o w  

M o u n t a i n  are soectacuiar. W i l d e r n e s s  fcot travel occurs in the steep 

e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n s .  Sags, brusn, wetlands ana c r e e k s  limit summer ana fall 

access in the Icwlanas particr.s of tnis sucunit. E x t e n s i v e  CRV trails 

o c c u r  in the w e t l a n d s  in the southwest c o r n e r  of the sucunit. The 

F e t e r s - R u r c n e s  trail wh i c h  gees over Lu c k y  Shot R i d g e  receives its 

h e a v i e s t  u se d u r i n g  me a s e  h u n t i n g  season. However, e r o sicn and trail 

w i d e n i n g  is o c c u r r i n g  in the steep port i o n s  and in bogs along the existing 

tr a i l  a l i g nment.

T h e r e  is h i g h  forestry p o t e n t i a l  on the w e s t e r n  e d g e  below 1C00 feet where 

a d e n s e  w h i t e  spruce forest occurs. A c c e s s  for fore s t r y  to the prop o s e d 

K a s h w i t n a  S t a t e  F o r e s t  area west of W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  is planned in the n e a r  

future.

M A N A G E M E N T  I N T E N T

T he W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  s u b unit wil l  be m a n a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  to m a i n t a i n  its 

e x c e p t i o n a l  wild l i f e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  and to c o n t i n u e  to provide o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

for hunting, trac c i n g  ana o t h e r  disc e r s e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  activities to mee t  

e x i s t i n g  a n a  future demand. The entire s u b u n i t  is op e n  to mineral entry.

The m a n a g e m e n t  intent incl u d e s  reserving the C D t i c n  to utilize existing 

g r a s s  f arace resources for future grazing; however, the priority is to 

u t i l i z e  the g r a s s l a n d s  in the Hillside and L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  subunits pr i o r  

to th o s e  in the W i l l c w  M o u n t a i n  sucunit. In the interim, research should 

be c o n d u c t e d  to dete r m i n e  w h e t h e r  g r a zing can take pl a c e  without major 

a d v e r s e  i m o a c t  to w i l d l i f e  h a d t s t .

F o r e s t r y  is an allowed use in the w e s tern p e r i m e t e r  of the subunit. The 

i n t e n t  is tha t  any f o r e s t r y  o p e rations w i l l  be l i m i t e d  to disease central 

o r  h a h i t a t  e n n a n c e m e n t  as d e f i n e d  by A D F & G  and c c m o a t i b l e  wi t h  scenic 

views frcm the ridge above.

M o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  is an impo r t a n t  use for hunting, traoping, and general 

r ecreation. The intent is far these uses to c o n t i n u e .  The management 

intent is to limit s u m m e r / f a l l  use to d e s i g n a t e d  t rails to minimize 
e r o s i o n  and trailmaking. An exce p t i o n  w i l l  be to a l l o w  retrieval of



W I L L C W  M O U N T A I N

c c w n e c  cic cane animals. This colic*/ will ce c ut into e r'recc after 

rfcrKirc wit."; users to c l e a r l y  mac arc sign d e s i g n a t e d  trails. Nc .nig.nway 

v enicles will ce allowed in the willcw M o u n t a i n  S u c u n i t  (unless a u t n c r i c e c  

as cart or' 2 m i n e r a l  a e v e i c c n e n t ) . New trails may ce e s t a c i i s r e c  w i t h i n  

the sucunit a nc ces i g n a t a d  f e z  a scecific use, sue.n as fcr ccg m u s n i n g ,
ATV anc sncwmacr.ire use.

D. P L A N N E D  A C T I O N S

1. H A B I T A T  C E S I S N A T I C N

The m c c s e  c c n c e n t r a t i c n  area cn the west slcce of W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  is 

p r c c c s e c  fcr l e g i s lative a s s i g n a t i o n  to ensure long ter m  r e t e n t i o n  in 

pu c l i e  c w r s r s n i o  arc m a n a g e m e n t  for its w i i c l i f e  v alues (see Mao 11).

AC F i G  o r i g i n a l l y  p r c c o s e c  that the oian r e c c m m e n o  that tne e ntire sucunit 

Ce l e g i s l a t i v e l y  c e s i g n a t s c  as a Crit i c a l  H a D i t a c  Area a n c  a ccrticn 

cl c s e c  to m i n e r a l  entry. However, the p l a n n i n g  team w a s  u n a c l e  to agree 

cn this. S ee Aocenaix X for further explanation.

2. T R A I L  R E P A I R

W h e r e  e r o s i o n  and e x t e n s i v e  trail m a k i n g  in b o g g y  areas is occurring, ONR 

and A C F i G  s h o u l d  wor k  wi t h  users to reduce t r a i l  damage, e s t a o l i s n  trail

e r o s i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  m e a s u r e s  and do minimal t r a i l  i m o r o v e m e n t s  to m a i n t a i n

m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  o p portunities.

3. S N O W M A C H I N E  USE! AND M Q C S c

If there is d o c u m e n t a t i o n  that snow machine u s e  is a d v e r s e l y  affecting  

o v e r w i n t e r i n g  mo o s e  in c e r t a i n  areas, seasonal c l o s u r e s  in these key areas 
m ay be estad l i s n e d .

A. M O T O R I Z E D  U S E  M A N A G E M E N T  P O L I C Y

A s o e c i a l  use area will be e s t a b l i s h e d  for o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e  use. W h e n

there is i n s u f f i c i e n t  snow c o v e r  to protect t he soil a nd v e g e t a t i o n  from 

c u t t i n g  and erosion, m o t o r i z e d  use will occur on d e s i g n a t e d  trails onl y  by 

n o n - h i g h w a y  venicles. An e x c e p t i o n  will be to a l l o w  r e t r i e v a l  of big 

game. This p o l i c y  will be p u t  into effect o n c e  ONR and A D F i G  work wit h  

u s e r s  to mao a nd d e s i g n a t e  a trail system. S e e  C h a o t e r  Three, ORV 

M a n a g e m e n t  G uidelines, pag e  160, f ar mare infor m a t i o n .

-  2 0 0  -
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Ms. M a r g a r e t  J. H a y e s
R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r
Dept, o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
B o x  7 - 0 0 5
3 6 0 1  C S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  3 9 5 1 0 - 7 0 0 !

J u n e  9, 1 9 8 6

D e a r  Ms. H a y e s :

T h e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  (WFA) lias r e v i e w e d  t h e  D r a f t  H a t c h e r  
P a s s  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  a n d  w e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  s k i e r s ,  h i k e r s ,  o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e

m i n e r s  and f a r m e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a c c o m o d a t e d  by t h e  plan. H o w e v e r ,  
that, a l t h o u g h  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  h a o i t a t  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  in 
M o u n t a i n  area, a d e a u a t e  m e a s u r e s  f o r  its m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

h a v e  not b e e n  s u g g e s t e d .  A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0 0  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  in A l a s k a  a r e  h u n t e r s  a n d  a r e  

v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  in r e t a i n i n g  m o o s e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  h i g h  q u a l i t y  h a b i t a t  in 
t h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  area.

o p e r a t o r s ,  
it a p p e a r s  
t h e  W i l l o w  
p r o t e c t  i o n  
m e m b e r s  o f

T h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  a r e a  h a s  l o w  rninina 
p o t e n t i a l  as y o u  h a v e  s t a t e d  in y o u r  plan. Also, t h e r e  is n o  h i s t o r y  of 
d o m e s t i c  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  in t h e  area. H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  h a d  a 
s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  in h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t y  in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  O f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e
a c t i v i t y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in u n a c c e p t a b l e  h a b i t a t  loss. T h e r e f o r e ,  W F A  
r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  in t h e  w e s t e r n  W i l l o w  M o u n t a i n  a r e a  ( i n c l u d i n n  T 22N, R2W,
S e c t i o n  19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34; T21N, R 2 W  S e c t i o n s
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 13, 20. 21, 22, 27, 28, "29, 30,
31, 32, 33, 34; T21N, R3W, S e c t i o n s  1, 11, 12„ 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35,
36; T 20N, R2W, S e c t i o n s  3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 17, 18, 19, 30, 3 1 ;  T20N,
R3W, S e c t i o n s  1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25) t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  b e c o m e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n :

- C l a s s i f y  t h e  a r e a  a s  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  h a b i t a t .

-  C l o s e  t h e  a r e a  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l .

-  C l o s e  t h e  a r e a  t o  n e w  m i n e r a l  entry.

-  L i m i t  f o r e s t r y  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  forest d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l  and 
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t .

< i>

x A

P.O. Box 103782 • Anchorage, Alaska 99510
(907) 278-3420
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R e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  m o o s e  h u n t i n g  a r e a s  d u r i n g  t h e  s n o w -  
f r e e  p e r i o d  t o  d e s i g n a t e d ,  c l e a r l y  m a r k e d  t r a i l s .  A f t e r  
s i x  i n c h e s  o r  m o r e  s n o w  h a s  a c c u m u l a t e d ,  a l l o w  t h e  e n t i r e  
a r e a  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e s  for m o o s e  h u n t i n g  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  h u n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s .

P r o h i b i t  a n y  n e w  t r a i l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a b o v e  t i m b e r l i n e .

P r o v i d e  a d e d i c a t e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  t h e  W i l l o w  
M o u n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  rnoose h a b i t a t  r>rea to  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  
road.

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  all o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  Deot. o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  o n  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  
M a n a g e m e n t  Plan. W e  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  c o m m e n t s  a r e  u s e f u l  t o  y o u  a n d  w e  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o ^  s e e i n g  o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in t h e  plan. P l e a s e  
c a l l  m e  at 5 6 3 - 3 3 6 6  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  on  o u r  p r o p o s a l s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to com m e n t .

cerely,

'James E. H e m m i n g  

C h a i r m a n ,  L a n d s  ComrnV t e e
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J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

M a r g a r e t  H a y e s ,  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L and  an d  W a te r  M anagem en t 
S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g io n  
3601 C S t r e e t  
Box 7 - 0 0 5

f a  < f

A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 1 0 -7 0 0 5

D e a r  M s. H a y e s :

T h i s  i s  t o  t r a n s m i t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  c h a p t e r  o f  The 
W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  d r a f t  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M an a g em en t  P l a n .

D e s p i t e  t h e  l a t e n e s s  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s e  I  am h o p e f u l  t h a t  o u r  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I  w o u ld  h a v e  
a p p r e c i a t e d  h a v i n g  m o re  t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  a  w r i t t e n  r e s p o n s e  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p l a n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h e d u l e .

T he  W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  i s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  Trf.se u s e  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .
I t  i s  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  i n t e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  m an ag e m en t  
o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  co m m en ts  a u d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on t h e  d r a f t  p l a n :

( 1 )  The W i l lo w  M o u n ta in  P l a n n i n g  A r e a  i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  a r e a  f o r  
m oose a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b i g  game s p e c i e s .  M oose p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  
t h e  a r e a  a r e  i n  t h e  1 , 5 0 0  t o  2 , 0 0 0  r a n g e — o n e  o f  t h e  d e n s e s t  m oose  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a n y w h e re  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The G o v e rn m e n t  P e a k  a n d  H i l l s i d e  
P l a n n i n g  A r e a s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  m o o se ,  e s t i m a t e d  t o  
r a n g e  f r o m  5 0 0  t o  700 a n i m a l s .  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  c a n  n o t  b e  
o v e r s t a t e d  g i v e n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  l o s s  o f  s i m i l a r  h a b i t a t  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
t h e  M a t a n u s k a  -  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .  The r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  
m oose  h u n t e r s  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  g i v e n  t h e  
d e n s e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a  t o  
human p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r s .

R£COM M ENDAT ION-
T h e  e n t i r e  W i l lo w  M o u n t a i n  P l a n n i n g  A r e a  s h o u l d  be  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  a  
Game R e f u g e  o r  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A re a  f o r  m o o s e ,  brow n a n d  b l a c k  b e a r ,  
a n d  f u r b e a r e r s .  The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game s h o u l d  p l a y  a 
m a j o r  r o l e  i n  m a n a g in g  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  G o v e rn m en t  P e a k  an d  
H i l l s i d e  P l a n n i n g  A r e a s .

( 2 )  T he  p o t e n t i a l  may e x i s t  f o r  v a s t l y  e n h a n c i n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  H a t c h e r  
P as3  M an a g em en t  A re a  f o r  m o o se  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  w o u ld  s e r v e  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e  o f  t h e  a r e a  a n d  a l s o  a l l o w  t j r  t h e  p l a n n e d  h a r v e s t  
o f  t i m b e r  o r  o t h e r  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s .  S u ch  a  h a r v e s t  c o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  m o o se  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  e f f o r t s .



RECOMMENDATION-

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  
h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M anagem ent A re a  a s  
deem ed  n e c e s s a r y  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

( 3 )  H a r v e s t  o f  m oose  i n  t h e  W i l lo w  M o u n ta in  P l a n n i n g  A rea  w i l l  be  g r e a t l y  
c u r t a i l e d  i f  m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h i s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  to  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  h a r v e s t  i s  o f t e n  t o o  r e m o te  f ro m  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  r o a d  s y s t e m  t o  a l l o w  r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  a n im a l  w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  
a n  o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e .  G iv e n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  m oose p o p u l a t i o n s  t o  
f l u c t u a t e  g r e a t l y  i n  n u m b e r s  d e p e n d in g  on  rang** c o n d i t i o n s ,  w e a t h e r  an d  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  i t  w o u ld  b e  w i s e  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  o r c i o n  o f  a r t i f i c i a l l y  
r e d u c i n g  m o o se  n u m b e r s  t h r o u g h  a  c o n t r o l l e d  h a r v e s t .  Such c a p a c i t y  w o u ld  
b e  i m p a i r e d  b y  a  r e s t i c t i o n  on  m o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  i n  t h e  W il lo w  M o u n ta in  
P l a n n i n g  A r e a .

RJECOMMENDATION-

M o t o r i z e d  a c c e s s  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  t h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  
r e t r i e v i n g  dow ned b i g  game i n  t h e  W i l lo w  M o u n ta in  P l a n n i n g  A re a  
a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  a s  i s  deem ed n e c e s s a r y  by t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
Game. A c c e s s  o u t s i d e  t h e  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d .

T h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  T he W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
com m ent on  t h e  D r a f t  H a t c h e r  P a s s  M anagem ent P la - i .  I f  you  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s  on o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  
S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  The W i l d l i f e  S o c i e t y  ( J o n  A ndrew )
a t  7 8 6 - 3 4 3 7

S i n c e r e l y

J o h n  S c h o e n ,  P r e s i d e n t
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D e a r  S a n d r a ,

w i l d l i f e  habitat:. T h i s  a r e a  r e r r e s e n t 3  the m a j o r  h a b i t a t  

a r e a  f o r  m o o s e  a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  l e f t  u n a e v e l o o e d  i n  the 

l o w e r  S u s i t n a  B a s i n .  F r i m a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be f o r  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d / o r  e n h a n c e m e n t  of tne n a b i t a t  a r e a .  Th i s  

w a s  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  in the d r a f t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  W i l l o w  S u b  B a s i n  

(.1931) i n  a r e a s  13, 15A, a n d  21.

R e c r e a t i o n  v a l u e s  a r e  h i g h  for- b o t h  c o n s u m p t i v e  a n d  

n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e r s  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  to its n o n - d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Most, c u r r e n t  u s e s  are c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h i n  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t .

We f e e l  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of this a r e a  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o m -

> 1 i  * j . i _  . • i  i n  * _i_ i_

L e t s  m a i n t a i n  this a r e a  w i t h  i t s  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n  as 

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  We a l s o  f e e l  t h a t  ? i p h  a n d  G a m e  s h o u l d  

h a v e  p r i m a r y  c o n t r o l  in d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h i s  a r e a .  

T h e y  h a v e  the n e e d e d  e x p e r t i s e  in W i l d l i f e  M a n a s e i n e n t .

Director, A . P . T . A
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B O X  B ,  P A L M E R .  A L A S K A  9 9 6 4 5  •  P H O N E  7 4 5 - 4 8 0 1  
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

Matanuska-Susitna Borough

F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1987

J a n  F a i k s ,  S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t :
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
P o u ch  7
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

R£: W i l lo w  M o u n ta in  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A re a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i k s :

T he M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  3 o r o u g n  A sse m b ly  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  on  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1987 
t o  a p p r o v e  an d  e n d o r s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  W i l lo w  M ounca in  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s )  a n d  t o  e x p r e s s  c o n c e r n  f o r  e n s u r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  m an ag em en t i n t e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  s t a y s  i n - c a c t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
H a t c h e r  P a s s  M anagem ent P l a n .

I f  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  an y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  n e e d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  my o f f i c e .

D J / c l s
E n c l o s u r e

c c :  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p t ,  o f  F i s h . & Game
S e n a t o r s  K a r c t u l a  & S z y m a n s k i  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  u a r s o n  & M enard  

Y  J a c k  D i d r i c k s o n

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B orough

H
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COMMISSIONER S SIGNATURE / OATE

ly iir r ju J  (u U lu ^ X J h C t io  7 / 7  - ^ 7

S U M M A R Y

o f  N a tu ra l Aes ources
Ii
1

c o n s t i t u e n t  g r o u p i s i  a f f e c t e d  a r  8 il l

Hunting, fishing, trapping, recreational 

interests, Palmer/Wasi1 la area residents

3 = c u . » - ^ a t c s j ^ .  =oa s  '___
patapusKa-^ usnr.z ac-cucn 

D e p a r t m e n t  of tfarural Resources 

E n v i r 0 7 ) * e n t a ?  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  b il l

None known

imp*.—  _  . n o n e  S  f i s c a l  n o t e  a t t a c h e o  

u o ' c r a o j > o ' _ = - c 3 m —.E  n t e s t

Jhz  purpose z f  establishing W i l l o w  Mountiin Critical Habitat Area is to protect and 

prts& n/e  th e  hatitat that is mo s t  crucial to the perpetuation of fish and wildlife 

p o p u la t io n s , astasia!1y moose.

; C t E i= r = C 7 3

The bil7 establishes Willow Mountain Critical Habitat Area. . It provides for the 

management of the area under the State Critical Habitat Area program. It establishes the 

p u r p o s e  for which tr.e area is to be managed and ensures protection of essential moosepurpvsi 
h a b i t a t .

•.•AiNC.viEl.T3 PROPOSED
ALASKA OEPT. OF 

FISH & GAME

U R  2 0 1987

REGION IV 
HABITAT DIVISION

127)3

M.EASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOB AOOfTlOHAL COMMENTS OB ANALYSIS.
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