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A PROPOSAL TOR THE INVENTORY AND DOCUMENTATION
OF

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY ASCENSION, UNALASKA
AND

HA3S PHOTO DOCUMENTATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER CHURCHES

Two Soviet architects will be coining to Alaska in 1989 to assist 
in the documentation of the landmark churches at St. Paul and St. 
George as part of an international cultural exchange. With 
additional funding we hope to expand the Bcope of this 
international effort and broaden the cooperative effort of the 
Icon Preservation Task Force to include the State of Alaska and 
the federal government.

The work will be accomplished under the supervision of the Icon 
Preservation Task Force, working with the Alaska Association for 
Historic Preservation (a nonprofit 501c(3) corporation). The 
work undertaken with the State funds will be done in cooperation 
with the National Park Service and the Alaska Dioceses of the 
Orthodox Church.

SCOPE OF WORK: 1. Prior to October 1, 1989 a team, consisting
of a curator, an architect, an historian, members of the church, 
and an objects photographer are to visit and complete a computer 
inventory of The Church of the Holy Ascension at Unalaska. The 
inventory will document, for scholarly purposes, the contents of 
the church and will serve as a document which establishes 
priority in the preservation and restoration of the building and 
the icons and religious artifacts within. A total appropriation 
of $21,450 is sought to cover personnel, travel and supplies.

2. A two year photo documentation project of the 37 Russian 
Orthodox Churcnes in Alaska will be undertaken. The 
professional, large format photographs will be used for scholarly 
purposes, as a permanent record to be keep in the HABS collection 
of the Library of Congress and for exhibit in Alaska. Funds are 
needed to cover contracting expenses with an icon expert, 
transportation, and per idem for the HABS photographer,IPTF 
liaison, and for supplies. $15,762 is needed for the first year 
which will focus on 19 of the 37 churches.

3. The total fund3 requested for Phase 1 and 11 are #37,212.



BUDGET PROPOSAL

SCOPE OF WORK - ITEM H\ - INVENTORY AND DOCUMENT ART AND ARCHITECTURE
CHURCH OF THE HOLY ASCENSION 
UNALASKA, ALASKA

a. Curator - National Park Service
5 days in field...................................... *
5 days processing inventory.........................  *

b. Supervisory Priest (translator of Russian and 
Old Church Slavonic records)
1 ea X $120 X 8 days.................................  960
Per Diem @ $80 X 8 days..............................  640

c. IPTF Historian (Coordinate, assist with field 
inventory and edit report)
1 ea X $120 X 25 days................................  3,000
Per Diem 0 $80 X 8 days..............................  640

d. Museum Photographer (photograph every accessioned 
object., approximately 450)
1 ea X $300 X 8 days.................................  2,400
Per Oiem @$80 X 8 days................,,,,........... 640

e. Architect Intern 
15 days in field
45 days preparing HABS drawings...................... 8,400

f. Transportation
5 ea @ $754 (round trip).............................  3,770

g. Supplies
film and processing................................... 500
report preparation/printing  .................... 500

ITEM # 1 - TOTAL COST....$21,450

(BUDGET continued)



SCOPE OF WORK - ITEM #2 - HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEYS ON 19 CHURCHES
THROUGHOUT ALASKA

a. HABS photographer 
30 days in field
15 days in lab......................................  *
Per Diem 30 days 0 $80...............................$ 2,400

b. Icon Expert
1 ea X $200 X 45 days...............................  *
Per Diem 30 days X $80......,,.,,,,,.... ,,,,,,..... *

c. IPTF Liaison
30 days in field....................................  *
Per Diem 30 days X $80..............................  2,400

d. Transportation for 3 as listed above
Juneau (Cordova-Tatitlek, Sitka) 0 $366 ea............  1,098
Hoonah, Angoon 0 $100 ea............................  300
Kodiak @ $254 ea....................................  792
Kodiak-Old Harbor, Akhiok 0 $140 ea................. 420
Kodiak-Ousinkie, Port Lions 0 $70 ea.................  210
Kodiak-Karluk @ $130 ea.............................  390
Kodiak-Spruce Island (boat charter)................. 200
Seldovia @ $183 ea..................................  546
Unalaska @ $754 ea..................................  2,264
Pribilofs-St. Paul, St. George 0 $866 ea ,. 2,598
Russian Mission 0 $428 ea...........................  1,184
South Naknek 0 $320 ea..............................  960

ITEM #2 - COST $15,762
ITEM #1 - COST 21,450

TOTAL AMOUNT THIS PROPOSAL $37,212**

*Funded by National Park Service and private donations 
**Plus percentage retained by Office of History 

and Archeology for grants administration.



REPORT
ON ICON PRESERVATION PROJECT

This report will respond to work elements A,B, and C in the 
Scope of Services Agreement between the Alaska Association for 
Historic Preservation and Barbara Sweetland Smith, to conclude May 
31, 1988.

A. During three days in February, I met with Father Joseph 
Kreta and Fr. Paul Merculief in Kodiak to review information about 
each of the Orthodox churches in Alaska, with a view to 
establishing priorities for an inventory and preservation program 
We agreed that the churches which are National Register (36) should 
have first priority. Several other churches were identified in two 
categories: 1) those which are old, but not on the National 
Register and might be expected to have old furnishings, and 2) 
those new churches which have been the repository for furnishing 
of abandoned churches. A list of the churches, arranged by 
category, is attached.

MarkAir provided transportation to Kodiak for this 
consultation, and I housed as a guest of St. Kerman's Seminary.

B. There are 48 churches which merit inclusion in the 
inventory. As will be discussed under Budget, the cost of such a 
massive project will be upwards of $500,000. A more modest 
objective can be achieved with a smaller outlay of funds by 
concentrating on: 1) the National Historic Landmark churches, 2) 
those which are en route to Juneau, ana 3) those in the Kodiak 
area. The National Park Service is interested in assisting with 
the funding for the NHL properties. As these include three remote 
sites, this would be a major assist to the program, particularly 
in the travel budget. A list of the churches proposed for the next 
phase of the project are listed below:

National Historic Landmark Churches, not yet inventoried:
(in order of priority)
Church of the Holy Ascension -Unalaska
St. Paul Church - St, Paul Island (Pribilofs)
St. George Church - St. George Island (Pribilofs)
St Michael Cathedral - Sitka 

National Register Churches
Church of St. Nicholas - Juneau 
Ascension of Our Lord Chapel - Karluk 
Church of St. Nicholas - Seldovia 
Elevation of the Cross Church - South Naknek 

New Churches with furnishings from old churches 
St. Michael Church - Marshall 
Nativity of the Theotokos Chapel - Port Lions

This selection of churches provides representative geographic 
features and styles. It also focuses on several churches which are 
in the vicinity of other churches.



In view of the coat of travel an a factor in the project 
budget/ it would be well to attempt to cover as many churches as 
possible during one trip. Two churches/ in particular, allow 
acceas to several others. They are:

Juneau; En route to Juneau it in possible to visit Cordova, 
Tatitlek, and Sitka. From Juneau, there is also local feeder
service to Boonah and Angoon.

Kodiak: On Kodiak Island are eight churches among the 48
priority-structurea. In addition to the high-priority church at 
Karluk, there are also churches at Akhiok, Kodiak, Old Harbor, 
Ouzinkie, Port LionB, and Spruce Island.

The inclusion of the additional 9 churches, which reflect the
different categories outlined above, would bring to 19 the churches
which could be covered in a first phase, it is also possible that 
a crip to Marshall on the Yukon River could also include Russian 
Mission or other churches in the Yukcn-Kuskokwim Delta.

Among the churches which should have high priority for the 
inventory, those which could be targeted for a television 
documentary er e;

*Kenal - Church of the Holy Assumption
*St. George - Church of St. George 
St. Paul - Church of St. Paul 
Unalaska - Church of the Holy Ascension 
Sitka - St Michael Cathedral 
Juneau - St. Nicholas Church 
Karluk - Ascension of Our Lord Chapel 
Port Lions - Nativity of the Theotokos Chapel 
Seldovia - Church of St, Nicholas
Marshall, Russian Mission, or Kwethluk (depending on travel 
funds)

Those which are starred already have a good representation in 
slides and photographs.

The selection for the television documentary is based on 
accessibility, geographic representation, variety of styles, and 
both old and new churches (with old furnishings).

2. Development of an inventory format will be discussed under
section C.

3. Budget. The cost of an Inventory for all 48 churches will 
be in excess of $500,000. An inventory of the 20 churches noted 
above would cost approximately $259,281 (Average cost = $13,647 per 
church). This is detailed in attachment B. It Is based on the 
assumption that four people would conduct the inventory, including 
an historian (who would work with the liaison priest to identify 
each item), a museum photographer, an intern architect to prepare 
drawings for some of the churches, and a conservator who would
provide an assessment of condition. This is an ideal team, but
might be reduced, leaving the curator to make a preliminary 
assessment.



4. The Inventories will generate several types of data. 
Among these will be field worksheets, computer disks, photograph 
negatives, proof sheets and prints, copiea of historic photographs 
&-nd documents, ouch as earlier inventories, tape recordings, and 
the final inventory report. A copy of the final report and one set
of photograph negatives should be sent to the diocesan archives in
Kodiak, A copy of the final inventory and a set of proof sheets 
of photographs should be sent to the church which was the subject
of the inventory. All other documents, including a set of all
photographs and the final inventory? should be maintained in the 
fileB of the Icon Preservation Task Force in a locked file 
temporarily housed at Alaska Pacific University, This will be 
considered a working file until the first phase of the project, 
described above, is completed. At that time, the file should be 
deposited in an archives, probably in Anchorage, if that is the 
office of the Task Force. The Archives of the University of 
Alaska, Anchorage, is interested in housing the collection.

C. The inventory of the Church of the Holy Assumption has 
been completed. This church wa9 selected as the Task Force's pilot 
because of its accessibility to Anchorage, the extensive 
documentation already completed, and the church's status as a 
National Historic Landmark. Du'ing two three-day sessions, an 
inventory team surveyed all of the furnishings, photographed them, 
made a list of all old liturgical books., and translated an 1898 
inventory (from Russian]. The team members consisted of:

Barbara Sweetland Smith, Project Director
Rev. Paul Merculief, Diocesan representative
Patrick MacKnight, National Park Service curatorial staff
Barry McWayne, Photography Curator, University of Alaska
museum
Jerri Clark, conservator
Rev. .Macarius Targonsky, rector of the church 

The services of MacKnight and .'tcWayne were covered by their 
respective public organizations, and Ms. Clark was a volunteer. 
Services were al30 donated by:

ERA Aviation 
MarkAir
Southcentral Air

These airlines all provided free travel for inventory participants.

The enthusiastic assistance of the rector of the church, 
Father Macarius Targonsky was an invaluable assist to the inventory 
team. In addition to his help in identifying items, he also 
translated onto tape the contents of an historic inventory, which
was heiped to date a number of the items.

Attachment 3 is a copy of the inventory narrative and tne 
accessions photographs (taken by Mr. MacKnight^, as well as proof
sheets from the professional photographs taken by Mr. McWayne.
There are, in addition, color slides, which have not been included 
here, but are available for viewing.



The format which has been used for the inventory is one 
developed by the U.S. National Park Service for curating its 
properties. With some modifications, we have found this program 
ideally suited to our needs. ItB flexibility is admirable, aB the 
program will allow reporting out on the basis of any one of the 
fields. A aample of the field worksheet and the data entry forms 
are enclosed. A copy of an actual page from the field is also 
enclosed a3 evidence of the suitability of the forrat. This 
computer program operates on IBM-compatible computers. Pat 
MacKnight will prepare a guide to the program for our use and a 
translation table, as well as a glossary.

Regarding the inventory, one item of special interest emerged. The 
1898 inventory revealed that three iconB of similar style were 
painted by ar, Alaskan iconographer, one "Petukhov"' identified only 
as a Sitka resident. Reference to the church metrical records 
(vital statistics) nas provided us with a full narre and inclusive 
dates for this iconocrapner. He is Grigori: Grigorievicr. Petukhov, 
torn in Unalaska ir. 1827 , and died in Sitka in 1853, only thirty 
years of age. Tnese dates provide evidence that these three icons 
were doubtless in the original church, built in 1849. these icons 
are numoered in the inventory.

D. A meeting with Eric Wallace had been delayed by his 
schedule and a desire to have the full Kenai report, including 
3iides, to show him. This will take place in June.

A statement for services will be forthcoming after that 
meeting.
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ApK ' 3 1989
Representative George Jacko, Jr.
Alaska State Legislature 
PO Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Jacko:

The National Park Service is ocmmitted to the preservation and interpretation 
of Alaska's Russian heritage as a part of its mandate to protect and tell the 
Story of American history,

That caimitment was first evidenced in a series of studies in the early 1960s 
that led to designation of several Russian-era sites such as Kodiak's Erskine 
House as National Historic Landmarks, The concern was then reflected in 
grants from the JZational Preservation Fund that assisted in rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of some of those properties including St, Nicholas at Juneau, 
Old St. Nicholas at Eklutna, and St. Michael's Cathedral in Sitka. The nost 
recent evidence of this concern was the October 18, 1988, dedication of the 
restored Russian Bi9hop's House in Sitka National Historical Park. The 
dedication marked completion of a nulti-million dollar, multi-year 
preservation effort by the National Park Service.

(Xtr current efforts to support preservation of Alaska's Russian heritage 
include a major initiative to document, through measured drawings and 
photographs, the state's rich architectural legacy of Russian Orthodox 
Churches. The majority of these churches are listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and several have the elevated status of National Historical 
Landmarks. Scattered throughout the State, often in remote locations and in 
deteriorating condition, these churches contain an irreplaceable treasure of 
icons and historic objects unique to the heritage of all Alaskans. These 
resources are of national, perhaps international, significance and importance,

The National Park Service would like to t .2 this opportunity to offer support 
for House Concurrent Resolution 27, and for your efforts in support of this 
resolution. We look forward to working with the Department of Natural 
Resources, Office of History and Archeology and the Icon Preservation Task 
Force to further the understanding and preservation of these valued resources. 
Inventory and documentation will be an inportant first step in acccnplishing 
this goal.



needed by the Task Force, \A.ible) or donation of time..Please feel :Vjj%Thls‘remarkable! legacy is -today 
vah ^ct, ♦« »»*■ •” '«—  —  v*'‘nowhere tnore.visiblethan_in the'Or-

tho dox church cs L h a td o tth c  ;Ab’s- 
kan h in terland from.’ Sitka’' to M^'r-

"^.Russian heritage in Alaska.
for the past year and a half, w e /  

vfjf^.have been working to get organized. r 
Our efforts have been slow at times, ■

• but as we have come to realize in the ; 
•‘•‘̂ preparation of this newsletter, sig- 
/■’ v>f:nificant progress has been made!
' "  'M ?M t has always been the opinion of •". 

- ‘many of our members that once the 
_j( “,80a's °* our ”̂aŝ  F"orce are made. .;•

known, the project will begin to sell /,
. . itself. Our record over the past year ,

• C'V- and a half seems to validate that 
opinion. ’■ ; •.:•••>••'

. .j^ci-Many of you have offered assis- 
• t ‘‘̂ /5?,'6’nce in past months. Your cards and V ' 
./’■'^•letters expressing interest and sup- 

'port are greatly appreciated. As we , 
organize and develop, you will be . 

-r' • taken up on those offers.
‘ I We hope that you are as excited 

• about this project as we are and hope 
‘ that we mav become friends in the

■^MEETING

APU Campus

Board Room / V A  
3rd Floor, University Hall

•’ Everyone invited. ’

fo r by homcsicly devout promyshltn- 
■ niki ( fu r  trappers), some g iven ‘ in 
' thanksgiving fo r having been saved 
from shipwreck, others in  honor of a 
tsar's b irth , s till others to adorn new 

:•£.places o f worship. lv.Vc&»r^
• '/i/T h e  architecture, sacred utensils 

and books, and icons o f the Orthodox 
•'■' church in  Alaska “ are 'am ong’*:{he 

•.; tj least known o r understood of the ma-‘ 
•;J*jor cultural resources o f the United 
^S ta te s . The Value oFthis-cu ltu ra l ’re-.

source ‘is perhaps ‘best expressed Yn 
. •• the report. T h e  History of the Rus- 

sian Orthodox Omrches in  A laska/ 
••^prepared b y -th e  legislative^RetCT- 

ence Service o f the Library o f CorY’ 
'  gross in  1970: * t f f t fg lip  d *»>;£ 
'/  .. .T h e  h is to ry  o f the Russian Or- 
- thodox Church in Alaska constitutes 

/■ ‘ one o f the most Impressive and rV  
w arding areas o f investigation in  the 
whole fie ld  o f American studies. Un- 
forttm ate ly, no major w o rk  has yet 
been done in the kind o f detail need­
ed; however, there exists a great 
deal o f material for future scholariv 
exam ination..." • / ( c o n t .p a g e l)



M m ,
Is .'wceptional .ira te n a l c - „ - . Si ̂  

Sr'scatt’e re d ' through'out/A laska ’ ta j££  
^ ^ i n o r e  'than eighty parish; churches'/ i f  
^ ^ a h d ^ c h a p e ls . 'T h ir ty -s e v e n  of^these :?< 
• • I^ ^ h u rc h e s  are N a tio n a l-. ' H is to r ic  
v;^V£Sites, and six are N ationa l H istoric ij j  

^ L a n d m a rk s . In  only a few cases, how-; {,1 
,'/^?eve r, has-the artistic  legacy o f the.!J£ 
i-i-;R uss ians  been inventoried o r docu-.'.V 

.v iif f jn c n te d  "a lth o u g h  n e a r ly ' e v e ry ’ u 
^ h d iu r c h  contains several objects of ex- 
:;;0Vceptional antiqu ity o r a ftis tic -m erit. 
^ S q m e  o f the objects date from  th e ^ r . 
^ ^ m fd -s e v e n te 'e n th  /c e n tu ry .* '; .-The ^  
•••0?p'<hurchcs themselves are an 'enduring M  
••^j.rVjeflection of Russia's cultural co n tri- /) t 
■ L /vw hution to Am erica. W hen viewed ‘V: 
3^ | w f t h ' t h e  art.’and :'a; d facts/ they'".are 
•*»>6i?VrfAh‘ 'n a tio n a l" 'a rch ite c tu ra la" rich

vaO ut annual meeting will be held on Monday, -.

.versity Hall Board Room! 'An up^dateS report will; 
be given, a slide; presentation by BarbarajSjmth,;, 
'and then a discussion of. pur plans for the futinev.Ant' 
Executive Steering 'Committee will beformed To: 
broaden our network in the Alask^-cohimuiuty and; 
to develop the scope of the program outlined in_tKis ’ 
newsletter. Cair 561-1266 for directions'
■̂ PJease. come! .Get mvolved m  this exating pro-,v

3.*,rW

• **V4i

&

r*BISHOP'S LETTER

V f f | ^  ̂  Vi

W  ou r office ta s  bee.-, coKO.-r.ci , f $ d « d t a g  an inventory 
‘■J ■ ^ tre a su re s  and then -•r̂ ?A .

about the-.fate o f  historic churches !•; ,'vation Task Force h is  beeri'

■Vrf^exve these treasures. W eliave  done- .>>■ Is to retain all o f- the icons

weDconceived. . _________ .
,    • . .vv t  iu' ■ . r:~ •--M.tfsource. The effort to preserve theseunderstand that the intention . -• - , - , F

: n . . r  i v - v . : . !  • . • .'--treasures has proved beyond the re-'A- in tne, ~
v-.Jwhat w e can as funds 

yA;-tim e arid the harshness

_dox diocese has worked cooperative- ,  .........- - - - - — -  o— r  -•  • va tion , a privale statewide n b n p rb f-^ -
• :';v/ly ..;vv ith  federal, s t a t e , ' . u n i v e r s i t y , t a k e n  on such a b ig  corporatio~ f b u n d & in l9 8 r W i t l v ^
-':-4'a n d  local comm unities to preserve ^ ta s k .  which we a ll kn o w  w ill take •: h fulJ s u p p o r to j  O r ^ d o x " 3
- '• the h istoric  documents of Russia's - -  ntany years. Please be assured that ,  church |n'  A V s G ^ th c  T a s ^ -i
^ c u l tu r a l . im p a c t  on Alaska, a p r o j e c t . ^ y  Resolved . t o ^ d c r t a ^ ^

w hich m oved  forw ard wfih a spe- on g -fa n g e ; prog ram t a ^ ^ u r e i h ^ '
-  .^cial appropria tion  from  the Alaska -G r^o ry  B is %  o /S .fL i and a ll prC5ervation o f the cultural r c s o b W ^

Legisla ture, the Alaska State L i-  -* '-"■’i  Alaska, O rthodox Church - . J  ; • - - x i ,

-  .brary, and the Library o f Congress. . ^ mcricf-  1 ereaUng V

' *!!  opportunities fo r the peo^: ' --
0 -. ' i ‘ ■ — -------- ------- — . "t'p le  o f Alaska;[j. -< - ;, r. * * ■ 1 ‘ / , ,<‘.11 p, .',1.!̂- . . - — - -c-A* i

./->• N ow  a il Americans have available 
" '. . / ’■.'on" m icrofilm  the historic records'  ,A .i

'•• the Alaska mission. When St. M i 
- chad ’s cathedral burned in 1966, it 

was a Sitka citizen committee which 
organized the reconstruction project. 
Many other concerned Alaskans con­
tribu ted  thousands of dollars and 

’ hours o f time to that effort, which 
was rewarded bv rccor.secrar.on of

ICON TASK FORCE

The Icon Preservation Task Force is 
a secular group organized in the 
spring of 1986 to launch a major effort 
aur.ed at preserving and, where r.e-

• sponsoring an inventory and docu-- 
mentation program to record the ob­
jects and h istoric structures w ith in  
Alaska, both to serve as a useful his­
torical and cultural reference;

• in a cooperative e ffo rt assisting
the Orthodox Church, the owners of 
the art objects, in  the restoration.



tures.
Y'r 1 /^  .These goals will take many years 
•; ;.to accomplish, but the time to begin
■ is now. If you arc interested in bccom -

-■ -•v. ing active or supportive o f our ef- 
. ' forts, w e w elcom e your membership 

and support o f  the Icon Preservation 
. Task Force. (See membership appli­

cation on  back page.)

f PILOT INVENTORY

The Task Force has signed an
• agree ..ent with the Alaska A ssocia­

tion  fo r  H istoric  Preservation  
(AAHP) to undertake a pilot invent­
ory (February to April) o f a single 
church's icons. The project will also

. result in a program design, a tenta- 
: tive budget for inventories o f target-

• ed churches, an inventory format, 
and identification o f  a suitable re­
pository for materials generated by 
the icon project. .:

- Father Paul M erculief, a w ell- 
know n church scholar, w ill meet 

••.with Barbara Sweetland Smith of 
the Task Force and the Very Rev. Jo­
seph Kreta, Chancellor o f the Alas­
ka Diocese o f the Russian Orthodox 

v .. Church in Am erica. They will re-
• view the photographs taken by Kre­

ta and M urculief on  assig?urient for 
the state o f Alaska between 1973 and 
1975 o f all the Orthodox sites in the 
slate, an original project designed to

'. produce nom inations o f  O rthodox 
churches to the National Register o f 
Historic Places. Thirty-seven nomi- 

: nations did result from their efforts.
From this review  o f  churches, it 

will be possible to identify those 
sites which merit the attention o f 
the project, for the icons they pos-

_______________________________ _ ^ $ 1  project Is large and w ill ultimately
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The first meeting o f  the Icon Pres- 
. ervation Task Force a year ago re­

sulted in the fo llow ing membership
roster. .......  • ............

•Joan Antonson and Judy Bittner o f 
the Alaska State O ffice  o f  History 
lc Archeology, ; - -.* •

•Professor Lydia Black (UAF), 
•John Blaine (Visual Arts Center, 

Anchorage), ' ■; ! ' f '
• B ish op  G r e g o r y  (O rth od ox  

Church), • • • v '.T'V -  •. .* •: •> 
•Rev. Joseph P. Kreta (Chancellor 

of the Diocese o f Sitka and Alaska, 
Kodiak), • ; ;  »

•Gary Holthaus (Alaska Humani­
ties Forum), • ■

• Darcy Lockhart (Anchorage), 
•Kate Lidfors (National Historic

Landmarks Program, National Park 
Service), ..•/•; - . .  •

•Janet M cCabe (Executive Director, 
Alaska A ssoc ia tion  , fo r  H istoric 
Preservation), •
■ • Rev. Paul M eru lief (Tyonek), 

•Steven M. Peterson (Anchorage), 
•Barbara Sw eetland  Sm ith (An­

chorage), and
• Betzi W oodm an

j. Checks should be made out to the 
Icon Preservation Task Force anil 
mailed to the address on the front of 
the newsletter. The Task Force is a 
project o f the Alaska Association for 
Historic Preservation and as such is 
a 501 (c)3 organization. Donations 
arc,.lheriifQriL.nx..ilcdactibIiL r~: •>

KAKM PLANS 
DOCUMENTARY

. KAKM has expressed an interest in 
develop ing  a television special fo­
cusing on  Alaska's religious art and 
culture o f  the Orthodox Church. Gcn- 

•.v eral manager Elmo Sacked writes, 
•We're very exdted about this pro­
ject particularly because it fits so 
well to the commitment this station 
has m ade for a long time in-, the 

. 'w orld o f  artists and artwork in cur 
state.*-The Task Force will",work 
closely with KAKM s artistic direc­
tor, Eric W allace, on this project.

- W » . .  - : S L I D E  S H O W ^ j g g
van (Anchorage). .1 ' , A V A I L A B  L E  .. •'
- . ' ' / . • k v _x.;i

' ‘ -------------

DONATIONS

. During 1987, several businesses, or­
ganizations, and individuals donat­
ed funds to the Icon Preservation pro­
ject. W e gratefully acknow ledge the 
assistance o f the follow ing:

\Icon Slides

o d a tio n  for His-

, « ' * * ' X1V. •'* r
,.. •The Alaska A ssod ation  l 
torlc Preservation,

•National Trust for H istoric Pres- . Barbara Sweetland Sm ith r.as 
ervation, . com piled a 35 mm slide presentation

•Shell Western, regarding icon  resources in A l2«ka
sess ^nd^the^historic value o f the ^  . .ch e v ro n  U.S.A., ,, and the goals o f  the Task Force. She
structure itself.

This initial project cost is $3,120, 
which is greatly facilitated by a 
generous gift o f air travel by Mark- 
Air. Other financial support comes 
from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and the Alaska A ssoci­
ation for Historic Preservation.

•MarkAir,
•Byron Birdsall,
•Frank Norris.

As you well know , donations are 
vital and provide critical funds, but 
they also show evidence o f com muni­
ty support to the funding agendes to

m ade a stimulating presentation be-~ 
fore the Alaska Association for His­
toric Preservation (AAHP) at its an­
nual meeting in December. The slide 
presentation is available for other 
groups. Contact the Task Force at the 
address above to schedule a program 
for your group. ;
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Landmark Condition

A l t h o u g h  (lie c l iu ic l i  b u i l d i n g  is io u u l . t r i> 

p a in te d  a n d  m a in ta in e d ,  t h e  c o m  i i | u n d e r ta k ­

in g  e x t e n s i v e ,  e sse n t ia l  r e p a i rs  to  the  I n u n d a ­

tio n .  c u p u la ,  a n d  root  h a v e  b e e n  p m h ih i i iv c  

lor  its p a r ish io n e rs .  T h e  proper  l> s lo cation  oil 

the  e d g e  ol an  inlet m e a n s  that  th e  w eath er in g  

p r o c e s s  is u n c e a s in g .  At th is  p o i n t ,  th ere  is a 

s e r io u s  s tructural  p r o b le m  at th e  bell  lo w e r  

d o m e  an d  die c en tra l  n a v e  d o m e .  Intrinsic  to 

th e  O r t h o d o x  la i th  a n d  l u n d a m c n i u l  to  their  

s e rv ic e s  a ie  th e  ic o n o s ta s is ,  r e l ig io n s  a i i i ta c ls ,  

an d  art  o b je c ts  w i th in  th e  c h u r c h .  T h e s e  Meas­

u res  r e m a in  in p o o r  co n d i t io n :  m icala lo g iicd .  

w i th  l i t t le  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  k e p t  in a n  u n c o n ­

t r o l l e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  w ii lu u i t  c u r a t o r i a l  c a re .  

M a j o r  f u n d i n g  w ill b e  r e q u i r e d  to  m eet  the 

p r e s e r v a t io n  n e e d s  ol  th is  s ig n i l ie a n t  s tructure 

for c o n t i n u e d  p u b l ic  a p p r e c i a t i o n .

R ecom m ended W ork /C osts

D a ta  h as  b e e n  tak en  f r o m  a  N a t io n a l  Park 

S c r v i c c - l u n d c d  r e p o r t .  " N a t i o n a l  H istoric  

L a n d m a r k  C o n d i t i o n  A s s e s s m e n t  Report:

i H o ly  A s c e n s io n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  l in a ta sk a .

A l a s k a "  h v C C C  A r c h i te c ts .  A n c h o r a g e .  

A l a s k a .  W o rk  r e c o m m e n d e d  fo r  th e  c h u r c h  

e x t e r i o r  totals  a lm o s t  S42T.tHM). O l  that 

a m o u n t .  SIVS.IHXt will b e  n e e d e d  to  c o v e r  the 

c o s t s  o f  w o r k  c o n s i d e r e d  c r i t i c a l  to  the  l o n ­

g e v i ty  o f  the c h u r c h ,  in c lu d in g  pai t ia l  

re p la c e m e n t  ol  I n u n d a t io n  p ie r s ,  m a jo r  w oik  

o n  th e  bell  l o w e r ,  a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  ol d e t e r ­

io ra te d  w o o d  in th e  o n io n  d o m e s  a n d  d ecking.  

A n o t h e r  SI.W.IMtl) will b e  n e e d e d  to c o rre c t  

s e r io u s  e x te r io r  p r o b l e m s ,  s u c h  as  p ro v id in g  

p ro p e r  v en ti la t io n  lo r  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  and

e t c r  o f  (l ie  f o u n d a t i o n .  F in ally  m i n o r  p r o b ­

l e m s .  c o n s i s t i n g  m o s t ly  o l  r e p l a c i n g  s i d i n g  

th a t  h a s  d e lc r io ia le d  u n d e r  m u lt ip le  la y e rs  o f  

p a i n t ,  th e n  re p a in t in g  w i th  o r ig in a l  c o lo r s ,  

c o u l d  b e  c o r re c te d  lo r  a b o u t  $95.01X1.

Total in ter io r  w ork is e s t im a t e d  at 

$ 3 2 8 , 0 0 0 .  O f  that  a m o u n t ,  an  e s t im a te d  

$ 2 7 3 , 0 0 0  is l o r  w o rk  d e e m e d  c r i t ic a l ,  i n c l u d ­

in g  i n v e n t o r y in g ,  c a t a l o g i n g ,  a n d  c l e a n i n g  the  

c h u r c h  i c o n s  b a s e d  o n  a c o n s e r v a t i o n  p lan :  

a n d  r e p l a c i n g  r o t te d  M ooring.  O t h e r  in t e r io r  

w o r k  r a te d  s e r io u s  a n d  m in o r  w o u l d  cost  a b o u t  

$ 5 5 , 0 0 0 .  a n d  in c lu d e s  r e p a irs  to  r o t te d  h o r i ­

z o n ta l  c e i l i n g  m e m b e r s  in both  lire c e n tra l  

n a v e  a n d  bell  l o w e r  d u e  to  l o n g - te r m  m o is tu r e  

p e n e t r a t i o n ,  a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  s o m e  l lo o r  

j o i s t s .  F inally ,  d o o r  tr im  a n d  I r a m u s  n eed  

r e p a i i  i n g .  a n d  th e  e n t i r e  in t e r io r  s h o u l d  b e  

r e p a i n t e d  to  m a t c h  tire o r ig in a l  c o l o r s .

I n c o rp o r a t i n g  a lire d e te c t io n  s y s t e m  in th e  

c h u r c h  i n t e r i o r ,  a n d  u p g r a d i n g  h e a t i n g  a n d  

e le c t r i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  arc  o t h e r  n e e d s  d e e m e d  to 

b e  c r i t ic a l  b o th  to  the  l o n g e v i ty  o f  th e  s t r u c ­

tu r e  a n d  its c o n te n ts .  P ro v id in g  a  lire p r o t e c ­

t i o n  s y s t e m  vvitli a u to  d i a l e r s  to  the  lire 

d e p a r t m e n t  will eo- t a b o u t  $ I5 . ( i IH ) .  In s ta l la ­

t i o n  o f  a n  H V A C  s y s t e m  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  

t e m p e r a t u r e  anil h u m id i ty  c o n t r o l  is e s t im a t e d  

at  $1(18.(11111. A n  a d d i t i o n a l  Sfi.H(ll) will  h e  

r e q u i r e d  to  p ro v id e  a luel  tank  a p p r o p r ia te  lo r  

th e  p r o p o s e d  I I V A C  s y s t e m .  T h e  o ld  e l e c t r i ­

c a l  s y s t e m  will  be in a d e q u a te  w h e n  th e  c l i ­

m a t e  c o n t r o l  s y s te m  is instal led; a n e w  p an el  

b o x .  w i r i n g  a n d  s e rv i c e  t o  m e e t  c o d e  w il l  lie 

r e q u i r e d  a n d  tins is e s t im a t e d  at a b o u t  

$22 .5 1 X 1  F inally ,  c le a n in g  a n d  p o l i s h in g  th e  

c h u r c h  c h a n d e l i e r s  will  c o s t a b o u t  $2.51X1.

T h e  a i e l i i le e ts '  d e t a i l e d  a s s e s s m e n t  is a v a i l ­

a b le  I ro m  N a t i o n a l  P a rk  S e r v i c e  o f f ic e s  i s e c  

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P ,  o v e r t .

7 lie i Impel' ( tixiitli, mil nrl u nrk it ill nrtpnl ili'rtl 
a/11 interval ton. 1‘ lnno. C C C  A n ln ic i lt

re p la c in g  ro t te d  w o o d  " s k i r l i n g ” at  the  perim
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HOLY ASCENSION 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
Unalaska, Alaska

Its ea r l ie s t  p o r t io n s  tlatmi* f ro m  1 8 2 0 .  I lnly  

A s c c n s m n  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  is s ig nif icant  as 

th e  o ld e s t  v l i n u h  h i  A la sk a  lli.it I c a tu rc s  a cru  

c i l i i rm  p la n  w ith  th re e  altars  11 lie th r e e  mie 

s to r y  w i n g s  u n d  th e  th ree  s to ry  Im n i  lo w e r  

w e r e  a d d e d  in 1 8 9 4  ) O f  p a r t ic u la r  im p o r ta n c e  

is the  in te r io r ,  wii li  its r ich c o l le c t io n  ill iciiiis 

— r e l i g io u s  u h j e e l s  e x e c u t e d  in th e  R u s s i a n  

O r t h o d o x  s ty le  th.it c o n v e y  th e  c io U sm a iis h ip  

a n d  ar t is t ry  ol  the A le u t  | i e o p le .

A l t h o u g h  the i m p o s in g  w h i t e  w o o d  Inline

c h u r c h  a l m o s t  s e e m s  o u t  of  p la c e  on th e  shore  

ol a s m a l l  A le u t i a n  v i l la g e ,  its p r e s e n c e  is 

e a s i l y  e x p l a i n e d  hy h is to r ia n s  A lter  th e  sale  

ol A l a s k a  lo th e  I l u l le d  S ta le s ,  U n a l a s k a  and 

S i tk a  h c c a m c  vital e c o n o m i c  anil  re l ig io u s  

c e n t e r s ;  th e  c h u r c h  d m c c s e  s h a r e d  a d m i n i s t r a ­

tive  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  e a c h  c i iy  had its 

c a t h e d r a l  I Ins p i c t u r e s q u e  C h u r c h  is a  visual 

r e m i n d e r  o l  t h e  i i n p o i i a u l  ro le  o l  I toih R u s ­

sia n  c i u i l a c i  a n d  th e  ( l i i h o d o x  r e l i g i o n ,  n o t  

o n ly  a m o n g  th e  A le u ts ,  hui m Noit l i  Ainciu.l i

/

as well  In 1 9 7 0 ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  n f  th e  In terior  

d e s ig n a te d  Holy A s c e n s i o n  O t l h o d o x  C h u r O  

a Nalton.il H istor ic  l . a n d m a i k  lo r  i i s c x c c p  

lion.il value l o o m  N a i u m ' s  In slory

I h i lo i l i i n a l e l y .  ai  t h is  d a l e ,  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  

p r e se r v a l to n  ol  t h e  C h u r c h  is b e i n g  ic o p a r -  

d i / c d  hee.uise ol  s e r i o u s  l u n l i l m g  d e t e r i o r a ­

tion .  A l s o a l  r isk  is w l ia l  m a y  r e p r e s e n t  Hi,- 

latgc'sl c o IK y I i o i i  o l  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  ail  m  

A laska

LANDMARKS AT RISK

HOW YOU CAN HELP

O v e r  1 5 0  d e te r io ra t in g  a n d  c i i d a u e v i e d  

N a t io n a l  H is to r ic  l . a i i d m a i k s  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n ­

try  n e e d  y o u r  h e lp  n o w .

You c a n  assist  th e s e  N a t io n a l  H is to r ic  

L a n d m a r k s  th r o u g h  d o n a t i o n s  ol m o n e y ,  

b u i ld in g  m a te r ia l s ,  o r  p r o l c s s i o n a l  se t  vices .

I h e  N a t io n a l  H is to r ic  L a m lin a ik  F u n d ,  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  by th e  N a t io n a l  I’ark F o u n d a t io n  

in c o n j u n c t i o n  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l  I 'aik S e rv ic e ,  

m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  I A X  D I - D U C T I B I . K  M A I I i -  

R I A L  A N D  C A S H  D O N A H O N S  by in d iv id­

u a l s .  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  o r  c o m p a n i e s .

D o n a t i o n s  m a y  h e  u s e d  t o  s u p p m t  t h r e a t ­

e n e d  L a n d m a r k s  in g e n e ra l  o r  a  I .ai i i l in .uk ol 

th e  d o n o r ’s  c h o i c e .  D o n o r s  may s e le c t  a 

l . a n d m a i k  to  assist  b a s e d  nil  its assi  c ia l io n s  

wii li  s p e c if ic  h is to r ic  t h e m e s ,  e v e n t s  m  indi­

viduals;  its a ie h i te e lu r a l  style: its b u i ld in g  

type:  o r  its c o n s t ru c t io n  m a te r ia l .  I a n d m a r k s  

in n e e d  ol  v a r io u s  se t  v ic e s  o r  b u i l d i n g  pnul-  

u e t s  vsb ie b  e o r i e s p o m l  lo  a  d o n o r ' s  b u s i n e s s  

c a n  ii lso b e  se le c te d .

T h e  N a t io n a l  I 'aik l o u i u l a i i o n  a n d  Ihe 

N a t i o n a l  P ark  S e r v i c e  g i v e  p r i m  its to  th o se  

L a i td m a i k s  in w h ic h  cr i t ic a l  n e e d s  h a v e  been 

id e n t i f ie d  th r o u g h  p i o l c s s i o n u l  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  

p l a n n i n g .

II y o u  w a n t  to  d o n a t e  to  th e  N a t io n a l  His- 

lo r ic  l . a n d m a i k  F u n d .  o r  w o u l d  like ad d i t io n al

i n h u m a t i o n  o n  how y o u  c a n  h e lp  L a n d m a r k s  

at R i s k ,  p le a s e  call  o r  w r i t e

Landmarks at Risk

N a t i o n a l  Park  Set  vice  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  A s s is ta n c e  D iv is io n  

P . O .  B o x  5 7 12 7  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 0 1 5 - 7 1 2 7  

1 2 0 2 )  5 4 3  * 7 5 8 1 or

T h e  N a t i o n a l  Park  F o u n d a t io n  

P . O .  H o x  5 7 4 7 3  

W a s h i n g t o n .  D C  2 0 0 3 7  

( 2 0 2 1  7 8 5 - 4 5 0 0

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  y o u  m a y  h e l p  H o ly  

/ A s c e n s i o n  ( l i i h o d o x  C h u r c h  in I ' n a l a s k a .  

A l a s k a ,  c o n t a c t  the  fo l lo w in g  o l l ic c s  a n d  

o r g a n iz a t io n s :

Nalionul Park Service

A l a s k a  R e g io n a l  O ll ice  C u l tu ra l  R e s o u r c e  

D i v i s i o n

2 5 2 5  C a m b e l l  St.

A n c h o r a g e .  A K  *7*7503 

( ‘7 0 7 1 2 7 1 - 2 0 3 8

Stutc Historic Preservation Office

A la sk a  Division ol  P a rk s  a n d  O u t d o o r  

Re ciea lion

History  and A r c h e o l o g y  

P .O .  Box 7001  

A n c h o rag e.  A K  * 7 9 5 1 0  

1*7071 7 0 2 -4 1 4 1

Local/State Preservation Groups

A la s k a  A sso c ia t io n  l o r  H is to r ic  P re se rv a t io n  

5 2 4  West Fourth A v e n u e .  S u i te  2 0 3  

A iich o raec .  A K  9 9 5 1 0  

(9117) 2 7 4 - 2 3 1 1

Owner Contact

R ev. Ismail G rom olV  

P .O .  Box 4 0  

U n a la s k a .  AK 

( 9 0 7 )  5 8 1 - 1 3 5 3
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A laska  Historical Resources

8781 ROUND TREE DRIVE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99887'** 

(907) 844*8810-'
3- -A yro

April 3,1989

Representative George Jacko, Jr,
House o f Representatives 
P. 0, Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Jacko;

I am writing to support passage o f  House Concurrent Resolution No. 27. For several 
years, I have been involved with a citizen group, the Icon Preservation Task Force, 
which has begun the daunting task o f  documenting the cultural heritage o f the 
Russians in Alaska, Students of Russian America are aware that it is the Russian 
Orthodox churches which reflect most clearly that unique heritage o f Alaska, found 
nowhere else in the United States. The church structures themselves as well as the 
artistic and cultural legacy within them are superb examples of Russian construction 
and artistry. The U. S. government has recognized the exceptional value o f many of 
Alaska’s Orthodox church structures by naming no less than 36 to the National 
Register o f Historic Places. Unfortunately, there has not been the same attention to 
the cultural and artistic objects w ithin the churches. The Icon Preservation Task 
Force came into existence to meet this need. We have begun, entirely through 
donated funds and services, an inventory of 48 significant collections scattered 
throughout every region of Alaska. In the Spring o f 1988 we conducted a full-scale 
inventory of the Church of the Holy Assumption in Kenai. This pilot project allowed 
us to develop a realistic budget for additional such inventories. It is the intent o f HCR 
24, as I understand it, to apply this information to additional inventories.

To date, the work of the Icon Preservation Task Force has been accomplished through 
private donations, most in small amounts, and contributed services, It is entirely 
appropriate for the State of Alaska to join as a partner in this effort at long-term 
historic documentation and preservation. The state has a concern for the 
preservation of its cultural heritage, as reflected in the work of the Office o f History 
and Archeology o f the State Division o f  Parks. The state legislature also has provided 
funds in the past for renovation o f historic buildings, some of them churches, I 
sincerely hope that this commendable concern will continue by adoption o f HCR No. 
24, The focus o f this resolution on the Unalaska church is important, as this church 
is not only a National Historic Landmark, but has been designated an "endangered 
structure" by thB National Park Service. This building served the function o f  a 
cathedral for the Aleutian Islands for  many decades and contains a remarkable 
collection of Russian cultural objects, An inventory o f this collection is a necessary 
first step toward restoration and preservation, The same is true of the other 
churches slated for documentation by the Icon Preservation Task Force and included 
in HCR No. 24. An inventory is required before conservation can begin.



I commend you and the other sponsors o f HCR No, 27for your dedication to historic 
preservation of this unique Alaskan resource, No other state in the United States has 
such a rich Russian heritage from the 18th and 19th centuries, With the help o f  the 
Alaska Legislature we can work together to see that this heritage resource is 
preserved for future generations.

Barbara Sweetland Smith




