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STATE OF ALASKA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
DIVISION , -  _  , .  . BILL NUMBER
- o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  H B  569

SPONSOR
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s

T?aTxTfAunf'ul e h g t h  o f  s a l m o n  s e i n e  v e s s e l s

DEPARTMENT POSIIION

S u p p o r t

SUMMARY
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL

P u b l i c  S a f e t y
CONSTITUENT 0R0UP<3) AFFECTED BY BILL/

C o m m e r c i a l  Salmoir S e i n e r s

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

U n k n o w n

o r g a n iz a t io n a l  o p p o s it io n  t o  b il l

U n k n o w n

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE £ 3  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

T h e  U S  C o a s t  G u a r d  r e c e n t l y  c h a n g e d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " R e g i s t e r e d  
L e n g t h " .  U n d e r  t h e  n e w  d e f i n i t i o n ,  s o m e  v e s s e l s  w i l l  e x c e e d  t h e  
50 f o o t  r e g i s t e r e d  l e n g t h  limit, b u t  n o t  t h e  58 f o o t  o v e r a l l  l e n g t h  
r e q u i r e m e n t ,  t h u s  m a k i n g  t h e m  i l l e g a l  f o r  u s e  in t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  
s a l m o n  s e i n e  f i s h e r y .

ANALYSIS OF BILLPROGRAM EFFECTS

P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  e f f e c t  t h e  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  
d i v i s i o n .  P a s s a g e  w i l l  m a k e  it e a s i e r  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t  s t a f f  to 
e x p l a i n ,  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h e  l e n g t h  r e s t r i c t i o n .

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

T h e  t e r m  " o v e r a l l  l e n g t h "  ha.e c a u s e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  
B r i s t o l  B a y  32 f o o t  m a x i m u m  l e n g t h  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h a t  p r o b l e m  w a s  
o v e r c o m e  b y  d e f i n i n g  " o v e r a l l  l e n g t h "  t o  m e a n  "t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
l e n g t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  v e s s e l ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  
a n c h o r  r o l l e r s . "  W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as a n  
a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADOmOHAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.

31039 I Rrr. 7/grf
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Washington, D.C. 20593*0001
Stall Symbol:
Phone:

TELFFAX NO. (907) 465-741#

TO: ALASKA STATE REPRESENTATIVE Cliff DeviduOn 
Attn: Ms. Stephanie LOVE

PR. J.T,LEWIS, CHIEF, TONNAGE SURVEY BRANCH, USCG HO, WASHDC 

TELEFAX (202) 267-1069

IN RE YOUR OUESTION ON REGISTER LENGTH.

On October 12, 1989, nev U.S. Const Guard regulations for tonnage 
measurement took effect. These regulations Incorporated the rules of the 
International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969 (Tonnage 
Convention) and restated previous U.S. tonnage regulations under "Regulatory 
Tonnage" which Includes the pre-existing Standard Measurement, Dual 
Messuremonrj and Simplified Measurement systems, At that time the old 
definition for REGISTER LENGTH

"69.03-13 Register Length
(a) The length measured on the tonnage deck, from the forepart of 
the outer planking (where it Is rabbeted) on the aide of the stem of 
wooden vessels, or fore end of lap of outer plating of steel or iron 
v e B P e ls , to the afteraide. of the. main aternpost, shall be accounted 
the vessel's register length.” 

was replaced with:

"69.53 Definitions.
Registered length means either 96 percent of the length on a 
waterline at 85 percent of the least molded depth measured from the 
top of the flat keel or the length from the foraside of vhe *tem to 
the axis of the rudder stock on that waterline, whichever is 
greater. In vessels designed with a rake of keel, this length la 
measured on a waterline parallel to the design waterline."

However, another Registered Length definition is found in our tonhsge 
regulations at 46 CFR 69.203 (SImolifled Measurement - limited to lea* than 79 
feet overall). It reads:

I
R e g i s t e r e d  l e n g t h  m e a n s  —

(a) for a single hull vessel the vessel's overall length; and
(b) for a multi-hull vessel, the horizontal distance betweeb the 
outboard side of the foremost part of the stem and the outboprd side
of the aftermost part of the s t e m  of the aftermoat hull, excluding
fittings or attachments."

OVERALL LENGTH is described in 46 USC 2101 (20a)J
"20(a) "overall in length" means—

A. For a foreign vessel or a vessel engaged on a foreign vcfyage,
(see 46 CFR 69.53 definition above) or
B. for any other vessel, the horizontal distance of the huljl between 
the foremostpart of the stem and the aftermost part of the starn, 
excluding fittings and attachments."

There are no plans to recommend adjustments to any of these definitions.

03/02/90 17:31 US C 6  HQ MU I WASH. DC USA MO. *410

. CommandantU.S. Department JSyJf United States CobbI Guardof Transportation
United States 
Coast Guard
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85 percent of tne least molded depth •f't. . 
m easured frouj the top of the flat kec! or 
the length from the fore side of the stem I 
to the axis of t|iB rudder stock on that 
waterline, whichever la greater. In 
vessels designed with a rake of kee), this 
length la m easured on a w aterline •; > • 
parallel to the design w aterline. •

2 . ‘pirA putPte.P  iWsTErA - &£6UST£g. u £ n>4t H »S
( y o  (l Pf\(LT £.) -» r  I'^ fe g /s fa r ia 'lengthjneant— \

/ (a) For a pingle-hull vessel, the 7
7 vessel's overall length: afl(1 - — >

horizontal distance betw een the 
outboard slide of the foremost part of the 
stern of thejforemost hull and the 
outboard sldo of the aftermost part of 
the stem  of1 the aftermost hull, excluding 
fittings or attachm ents.
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(a) T he  leng th  m easured on th e  ton 

nage deck* from  th e  tore p a r t of th e  
ou ter ’p lanking (w here It Is rabbeted ) 
on th e  side of. the  stem  of wooden ves 
sels. or fore end of lap of o u te r p lating  
2L.at.CPl o r iron vessels, to th e  n ite r 
side of th e  m am  stem p o st, shall be ac­
counted th e  vessel's reg ister leng th . 
(See F igures 2 and 3 (J 69.07-1),)

(b) In th e  case of screw vessels w ith 
no s tcrnpost, take th e  leng th to t h e y, 
forw ard side of th e  rudder-stock o r ) 
line of sam e extended th ro u g h  th e  /  
deck. /

(c) T he reg ister leng th  of scows a n d \  
barges, w ith  a square bow and s te m  \ 
slcpm g up from th e  bottom  to th e  I 
deck, and w ith  n e ith e r stem  n o r stem - ( 
post, is to  bo taken  on th e  deck from  ; 
th e  ex trem e point of th e  hull a t the 
bow to  th e  extrem e po in t of th e  hu ll 
a t th e  s te m : th a t  Is. th e  overall leng th  
of th e  hu ll, not including guards or 
rubbing strakM . U to  be consldored 
th e  reg ister length  of such vessel.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Box V, Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-2487 • 465-2498

STATE OF ALASKA

REPRESENTATIVE CLIFF DAVIDSON • DISTRICT 27 • Box 746, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 • (907) 486-8250

SUBJECT: Maximum Length of Salmon Seine Vessels

House Bill 569 updates language currently in Alaska Statute 
16.05.835 which states commercial salmon seiners may not be 
longer than 50 feet, registered Coast Guard length, and 58 feet 
overall length. On September 12, 1989, the Coast Guard changed 
their method of measuring,'vessels. Previously, the length from the 
rudder stock to the bow was used. They are now measuring the 
overall length of a boat to be consistent with international law.

Alaska Statute and regulation both refer to the "50 feet, registered 
Coast Guard" language. If this language is not changed in Statute, 
newly built salmon seiners will be Coast Guard registered using the 
overall length (rather than the keel length) and would be over the 
allowable size limit. The language change proposed in this bill will 
correct this problem and simplify the measurement standard.

TO: House Resources Committee Members

FROM Representative Cliff Davids . Co-Chair 
House Resources Committee

DATE: March 6, 1990




