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L A B O R  & CO:

,   COMMITTEE REPORT
( 7 ) f l
Date Referred: M a r c h  j / o , $ 9 8 9  F U R T H E R  REFERRALS: J U D I C I A R Y

Date of C o m m i t t e e  A c t / o n  JJ V * IX )- i f

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 101 (Judiciary)
[LIMITING L I A B I L I T Y  OF S P O R T S  OFFICIALS]

“A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  civil l i a b i l i t y  for sports o f ficiat ing; a n d  prov iding 
for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h

[ ] t h e  sam e title
[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

-have a t t a c h e d  amendment(s) 

do p a s s  

do  n o t  p a s s  

no  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  the C o m m i t t e e

ADOPTS:

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  NOTE(s):
(Dept)

[ ] fiscal i m p a c t _______________

[  ]

_letter of i ntent

A P P R O V E S  PREVIOUS:

[ ] fiscal note(s)

zero fisc al note_ 

zero w i t h analysis_

[%/] zero fiscal note(s)

[ ] zero f n / a n a l y s i s  __

SIGNING:

(Date/Dept)

C h a i r m a n ' s  S



O f f i c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t
MEMBER

TENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
ELEVENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
TWELFTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 

THIRTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FOURTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
FIFTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
SIXTEENTH ALASKA LEGISLATURE

i f  '•'C
■: i

RO. BOX V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3822

Se n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y

RO. BOX 210001 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9V521 

(907) 561-7612

A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 8 9

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v e  D o n l e y ,  C h a i r  
L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  
B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  S c h e d u l i n g  S B  1 0 1 ,  l i m i t i n g  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  o f  s p o r t s
o f f i c i a l s .

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n l e y ,

I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  o n  S B  1 0 1  a t  y o u r  
e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  N a t i o n w i d e  t h e r e  i s  a  g r o w i n g  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  ( s e e  a t t a c h m e n t ) .  T h i s  s u m m e r  I  w a s  a s k e d  b y  
s e v e r a l  A l a s k a n  s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l  g r o u p s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  S B  1 0 1 .

I n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p a s s e d  
s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f f e r i n g  p r o t e c t i o n s  f r o m  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  
t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  v o l u n t e e r  a n d  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s .  S e a r c h  
a n d  r e s c u e  a n d  s k i  p a t r o l  g r o u p s  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  c o m e  t o  m i n d .
I n  e v e r y  c a s e  i t  i s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  a n d  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  o f  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  i r r e p a r a b l y  h a r m e d  i f  
e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  l i a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  c o u n t e r  
b a l a n c i n g  c o s t  o f  i n s u r a n c e .

A l s o  a t t a c h e d  a r e  l e t t e r s  I  h a v e  r e c i e v e d  s u p p o r t i n g  S B  
1 0 1  d u r i n g  i t  c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  S e n a t e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T I M  R B L iL iY

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SPORTS OFFICIALS

P E G I A i H E W S

F O R  R E L E A S E : J u l y  23, 1 9 8 7

FOR I N F O R M A T I O N : B a r r y  M a n o  (415) 6 9 2 - 9 1 0 0  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  o r

(414) 6 3 2 - 5 4 4 8  W i s c o n s i n  
M e l  N a r o l  (415) 6 9 2 - 9 1 0 0  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  o r  

(609) 4 5 2 - 0 8 0 8  Nev; J e r s e y

N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  S P E A R H E A D S  
L E G I S L A T I V E  E F F O R T S  F O R  S P O R T S  O F F I C I A L S

SA N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A .

T h e  l a u n c h i n g  o f  a n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  to 

p r o t e c t  s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m . p h y s i c a l  a b u s e  a n d  c i v i l

l a w s u i t s  w i l l  b e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f o c u s  o f  t h e  7 t h  a n n u a l  

N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  of S p o r t s  O f f i c i a t i n g .

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p o r t s  

O f f i c i a l s ,  t h i s  a n n u a l  e v e n t  w i l l  c o n v e n e  t o d a y  at the 

M a r r i o t t  H o t e l  at S a n  F r a n c i s c o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .

W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t a k e  in 

s p o r t s ,  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o c u s e d  o n  the r e f e r e e s  

and u m p i r e s  w h o  w o r k  t h e  g a m e s .  N o  l o n g e r  a r e  v e r b a l  j a b s  

the o n l y  r e c o u r s e  b e i n g  u s e d  b y  d i s g r u n t l e d  p l a y e r s ,  c o a c h e s  

a n d  fans.

S o m e  e x a m p l e s  :

* L a s t  y e a r  a p a r e n t  c a m e  o u t  o f ' t h e  s t a n d s  d u r i n g  a 

L i t t l e  L e a g u e  g a m e  in H u n t i n g t o n  B e a c h ,  CA . ,  a n d  a t t a c k e d  a

2017 Lalhrop Avenue • Racine, W l  53405 • (414) 632-5448



/  1 7 - y e a r  o l d  u m p i r e .  T h e  a t t a c k e r  v a s  f.ined $ 5 0 0  a n d  o r d e r e d  

/ t o  w r i t e  an e s s a y  on s p o r t s m a n s h i p .

* In 1982, a n  i c e  h o c k e y  r e f e r e e  v a s  a t t a c k e d  by 

p l a y e r s  a n d  f a n s  on h i s  w a y  f r o m  the ice to the d r e s s i n g  

r o o m  in a F a i r f a x ,  VA . ,  a r e n a .  He u n d e r w e n t  t w o  s p i n a l  

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  v a s  t o t a l l y  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  f o r  o n e  year.

T h e r e  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m o n e t a r y  s e t t l e m e n t .

* L a s t  y e a r ,  a s o f t b a l l  u m p i r e  w a s  a t t a c k e d  b y  p l a y e r s  

w i t h  b a t s  in L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA., r e s u l t i n g  in h i m  n e a r l y  l o s i n g  

h i s  e y e s i g h t  in o n e  e y e  and s u f f e r i n g  s e r i o u s  o t h e r  

i n j u r i e s .  T h e  t w o  a t t a c k e r s  w e r e  s e n t e n c e d  to jail.

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  the m e n  and w o m e n  w h o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  a v o c a t i o n  o f  s p o r t s  o f f i c i a t i n g ,  h a v e  

b e g u n  t o  f i g h t  b a c k .  "As o f f i c i a l s  v e  m u s t  l e t  t h e  p l a y e r s ,  

f a n s ,  c o a c h e s  a n d  p a r e n t s  k n o w  w e  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  t o l e r a t e  

p h y s i c a l  a b u s e , "  s t a t e d  B a r r y  M a n o ,  f o u n d e r  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of 

t h e  1 3 , 0 0 0  m e m b e r  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p o r t s  O f f i c i a l s  

( N A S O ) .  A n d  t h e  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n s  b y  N A S O ,  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  

c o n v i n c i n g  j u d g e s  in c o u r t  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  a b u s e  c a n n o t  be 

p a r t  o f  s p o r t s  a t  a n y  l e v e l .

T h e  l e a d i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o n  s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  law 

c o n t i n u e s  to be N e w  Jersey, a t t o r n e y ,  M e l  N a r o l .  N a r o l ,  p a s t  

C h a i r m a n  a n d  c u r r e n t  N A S O  b o a r d  m e m b e r  c o m m e n t s :  " C r i m i n a l

c o u r t  p e n a l t i e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d .  La s t  y e a r  in C a l i f o r n i a  t w o  

m e n  w e r e  s e n t e n c e d  t o  six. m o n t h s  and o n e  y e a r  r e s p e c t i v e l y  

f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  in a v i c i o u s  a t t a c k  on a s o f t b a l l  u m p i r e . "



N o w  N A S O  h a s  d r a f t e d  M o d e l  L e q l s l a t i o n  w h i c h  m a k e s  it a 

c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e ,  g r e a t e r  t h a n  m e r e l y  a s s a u l t ,  to p h y s i c a l l y  

a b u s e  a s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l .  T h i s  w a s  m a d e  p u b l i c  to t h e  m o r e  

t h a n  5 0 0  a t t e n d e e s  at t h e  N A S O  c o n v e n t i o n  a n d  w i l l  be -sent 

to a l l  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  f o r  u s e  in s t a t u t e  writing.

N A S O  p l a n s  to l e n d  its e x p e r t i s e  a n d  s u p p o r t  in f o s t e r : n g  

t h i s  t y p e  of p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  o f f i c i a l s  in e v e r y  state.

A l r e a d y  in 1 9 8 7  N A S O  w o r k e d  in c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  

l e g i s l a t o r s  in A r k a n s a s  to a s s i s t  p a s s a g e  of s u c h  a bill. 

A r k a n s a s  G o v e r n o r  C l i n t o n  s i g n e d  t h e  m e a s u r e  in A p r i l .

T h e  o t h e r  s t a t e  w h i c h  h a s  a d o p t e d  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

is O k l a h o m a .  Its 1978 l a w  m a k e s  it a f e l o n y  to a s s a u l t  a 

s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l .  T h i s  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a f i n e  of u p  to 

$ 1 , 0 0 0  a n d / o r  s i x  m o n t h s  in j a i l .

N A S O  a l s o  m a d e  p u b l i c  t o d a y  M o d e l  L e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  

w o u l d  m a k e  it m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to s u e  s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l s .  It 

w o u l d  o n l y  p e r m i t  s u c h  l a w s u i t s  to b e  s u c c e s s f u l  if t h e  

o f f i c i a l  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i n j u r e d  a p e r s o n  or a c t e d  in a 

" g r o s s l y  n e g l i g e n t  m a n n e r . "

" C u r r e n t l y  m o s t  s t a t e s  g i v e  l i m i t e d  l i a b i l i t y  to 

c o a c h e s ,  a t h l e t i c  d i r e c t o r s ,  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , "  e m p h a s i z e d  N a r o l .  " W e  a r e  s e e k i n g  p a r i t y  

f o r  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  u m p i r e s . "

L i a b i l i t y  l a w s u i t s  h a v e  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  E x a m p l e s  of l a w s u i t s  n o w  p e n d i n g  or 

r e c e n t l y  c o n c l u d e d :

* T w o  N e w  Y o r k  u m p i r e s  h a v e  b e e n  s u e d  f o r  t h e i r  

a l l e g e d  f a i l u r e  to t i m e l y  s t o p  a C o n n i e  M a c k  L e a g u e  b a s e b a l l



g a m e  r e s u l t i n g  in a p l a y e r  b e i n g  s t r u c k  a n d  k i l l e d  by 

l i g h t e n i n g .

* A  N e w  J e r s e y  t r a c k  r e f e r e e  w a s  s u e d  by a h i g h  s c h o o l  

t r a c k s t e r  w h o  c l a i m e d  to h a v e  b e e n  i n j u r e d  on a s l i p p e r y  

t a k e - o f f  b o a r d  w h i l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in a l o n g - j u m p  

c o m p e t i t i o n .  A  j u r y  f o u n d  the r e f e r e e  w a s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e .

* A m a j o r - c o l l e g e  b a s k e t b a l l  r e f e r e e  w a s  s u e d  b e c a u s e  

of a d i s a g r e e m e n t  on a c a l l  h e  m a d e  n e a r  th e n d  of a B i g  T e n  

g a m e .  T h e  c o u r t  r u l e d  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e v i e v  r e f e r e e ' s  

c a l l s  a n d  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c a s e .

* A  C a l i f o r n i a  u m p i r e s '  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  su e d  b y  a 

s o f t b a l l  p l a y e r  w h o  c l a i m s  s e c o n d  b a s e  w a s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  

f a s t e n e d  i n  t h e  g r o u n d  r e s u l t i n g  in i n j u r y  to h i m  w h i l e  

s l i d i n g .

T h e  M o d e l  L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  in t h e  c o n t e x t  

of t h e  f e e s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  m o r e  t h a n  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  s p o r t s  

o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  U . S .  " O f f i c i a l s  at t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  

r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  l o w e r  l e v e l s  e a r n  j u s t  $ 1 5  to $ 4 0  p e r  g a m e , "  

n o t e d  M a n o .

O f f i c i a l s  a r e  a l s o  b e g i n n i n g  to r e t h i n k  w h e t h e r  the 

r i s k s  of o f f i c i a t i n g  a r e  s t i l l  w o r t h  it. A s i d e  f r o m  the 

d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  o f  g a m e  c o n t r o l  and d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g ,  t h e y  n o w  

h a v e  r e a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e i r  s a f e t y  a n d  t h e  s p e c t r e  of b e i n g  

h a u l e d  i n t o  a c o u r t  o f  law.

N A S O ,  h e a d q u a r t e r e d  in R a c i n e ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  p l a n s  to 

c o n t i n u e  i t s  g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g  v o r k  to i m p r o v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

in w h i c h  o f f i c i a l s  w o r k  t o d a y .  T h e  c o n v e n t i o n -  i-n-‘3 a n  

F r a n c i s c o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t .



I
ITAIt »A«M

INIUDAMCIc iS  DAVID J .  S TR IKE  INSURANCE
J i l t f t . r  I ( o .U o l  I t hA u t o - L i f e - H e a  i t .h - H o sie ar.d B u s i n e ss
2 2 1 3  EAST TUDOR RD SUTTE 54
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 3 3 5 0 ?  PHONE ( 9 0 V )  5 6 2 - 2 7 2 1

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 5 9

S e n a t o r  Jan  F a i k s  
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
B o r  V
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Re S e n a t e  B i l l  1 01  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a l k s :

Me need y o u r  h e l p !

I  an w r i t i n g  t o  y ou  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A n ch o r  a g e  0 u £ o c 3 l l  O f f i c i a l s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and f e i l o w  r e f e r e e s ,  «>y.f.iros ar.d o f f i c i a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
g r e a t  S t a t e  o f  o u r s .

S p o r t s  O f f i c i a l s  l i a b i l i t y  n e e d s  t.c be  l i s i t c d  >.o d i e  p o i n t  t h a t  o n l y  i f  -we 
a c t  l : :  a w i l l f u l  o r  n e g l i g e n t  a a n n e r  can  we be s u e d .

In  m o s t  s t a t e s ,  C o a c h e s ,  A t h l e t i c  D i r e c t o r s ,  P u b l i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and 
K u n i c i p a l i  t i e s  h a v e  a i l  b een  g r a n t e d  i '.mi t e d  l i a b i l i t y .  As s p o r t s  o f f i c i a l s  
a l l  v& a r e  s e e k i n g  i s  p a r i t y .

P l e a s e  d o  a i l  p o s s i b l e  t o  p a s s  t h i s  v e r y  im p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

B e s t  P e r s o n a l  R e g a r d s ,

D av id  J .  S t r i k e  

D JS : S j  d 
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Interior Alaska Hockey O fficials Association
P .O . B ox  74514  
Fairbanks, Alaska 9 9 7 07

March 31,1939

Senator  Tim Kelly 
B ox  V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Re: S B  101

Dea. Senator  Kelly:

On  February 2 8 , 1 9 8 9 1 spoke  with Dave Gray of your office abou t Senate Bill 101. This bill 
p rop o se s  that a sports official is not liable for civil d am ages  occurring in an amateur event if the 
official m akes less than $ 5 000 .0 0  during the previous 12 months. During my c o n v e r t  ‘ion with Mr. 
Gray, I suggested that $ 75 00 .0 0  would bo a g o o d  ceiling for earnings a s  there are individuals within 
the Interior Alaska H ockey  Officials Association who  are very c lo se  to  the $5000 .0 0  limit while 
belonging to a  national, state, o r  local organization.

Sect ion  09 .65 .1 45 (a ) (2 )  d o e s  not protect an official duing NCAA H ockey  gam es  for the University 
of Alaska a s  there is presently no NCAA officials organization for hockey  officials in Alaska. This 
may change  in the future, however, the IAHOA strongly urges y ou  to  b roaden the s c o p e  of this 
subsect ion . I d o  not know if this sam e scenario exists with other NCAA sports in Alaska.

While the IAHOA com m ends  you on the introduction of this bill, it would better serve IAHOA  
officials, a s  well a s  other officials, if the limit was raised to  $7500 .00 .

Shou ld  you  have any questions, I can  be contacted at 451 -2733 (w ) or 4 5 6 -6 858 (h ) .  Thank you for 
your time.

Christopher C. Milles 
IAHOA President 1988 -89

c c :  Senator Steve Frank
Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp  
Senator Dick Eliason 
Senator Pat Rodey  
Senator Jan Faiks 
Senator Jack  Coghill 
Senator Jay Kerttula

S i n r e r e l v



The Honorable Tim Kelly Date
President Alaska Senate 

P.O. Box V, MS 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Kelly:

The Anchorage Softball Umpires Association (ASUA) supports Senate Bill 101 

as origir lly introduced on January 11, 1989. ASUS believes the bill is a positive 

step toward reducing the opportunity for needless liability claims and lawsuits, 
while maintaining a high level of responsibility on trained and qualified 

amateur sports officials.

Passage of the bill into law would likely have the effect of reducing insurance 
costs to sports officiating associations and individual officials.

The iSUA has an annual membership of approximately one hundred and twenty 
individuals. Members are required to attend annual umpiring clinics on rules, 
mechanics and handling of games at all levels of organized softball. In addition, 
each member must pass a national association sanctioned test before he/she is

eligible to umpire in the ASUA.

Such preparation in training and qualifing umpires clearly reduces the opportunity 

for needless liability claims, yet the threat of such claims remains. Passage of 

Senate Bill 101 will remove that threat and hold sports officials fully
responsible for acts of gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct.

The ASUA does not support the Senate Judiciary Committee amendment that removes 
the benefits of chis bill from amateur officials who are compensated in excess of 

$5,000.00 annually.

A small percentage of ASUA umpires work multiple sports events. Several work 
high school basketball, football and volleyball. The multiple sports officials 
will generally earn between $5,000.00 and $7,500.00 per year in officiating fees. 
Under the Judiciary Committee amendment multiple sports officials will receive 

limited benefits under the proposed law, unless they limit their participation 

in officiating.

Alaska, statewide, does not have an abundance of amateur sports officials. The 

compensation level currently in the bill presents a disincentive to maintaining 

an adequate number of officials.

The ASUA appreciates you sponsoring Senate Bill 101. Thank you.

Sincerely,

President ASUA



March 6, 1989
PATRICIA A. LILLIAN 

Alaska State Commissioner 
2950 Drake Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508  
(907) 272 -7683

The Honorable Tim Kelly 
President, Alaska Senate 
P.O. Box V, MS 3100 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Kelly:

This letter is intended to convey the Alaska Amateur Softball Association's 

support for Senate Bill 101.

The Alaska Association represents a statewide membership of over 14,000 
individuals in 20 communities.

Senate Bill 101, as originally drafted, will reduce the opportunity for 

trivial liability claims and needless lawsuits, thus reducing insurance costs 
to officiating and amateur sports associations. In addition, the passage of 

Senate Bill 101 into law will serve as yet another incentive for individuals 
to enter the arena of sports officiating.

Recent Senate Judiciary Committee action on the bill added language that 
limits its application to officials that are compensated at an annual level of 
$5,000 or less. The Alaska Association does not support such an amendment.

There is no relationship between applying a compensation level and the 

original intent of the bill, i.e., reduce trivial liability claims, reduce 
insurance costs, and provide added incentive for individuals to enter the 
field of amateur sports officiating.

I urge you and your fellow members of the Senate to pass Senate Bill 101 into 
law minus the compensation level requirement.

Thank you for sponsoring Senate Bill 101.

Sincerely

Patricia A. Lillian 
ASA Commissioner - Alaska



R E C E I V E D

March 3, 1989

MAR Cj  7 9 89

S E N ATOR TIM K E L L Y  
S E N A T E  P R E S ID E N T

The Honorable Tim Kelly 
President Alaska Senate 

P.O. Box V, MS 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Kelly:

The Anchorage Sports Association (ASA) would like to take this opportunity to 
convey its support for Senate Bill 101.

The ASA represents over 7,500 adults in the organized sports of softball, volley­
ball and brooraball. Active players represented by the ASA are residents of the 
Municipality of Anchorage.

It is the Board of Directors opinion that passage of SB 101, as originally draft­
ed, would reduce the opportunity for frivolous liability claims and the potential 
for subsequent law suits. In addition, the provisions of SB 101 would likely re­
duce the cost of liability insurance for individual officials and officiating 
associations. Hopefully a portion of such savings can be passed on to ASA 
members through reduced costs of programs.

ASA does not support recent ammendments to SB 101 that limit liability protection 
to sports officials who's annual compensation is $5,000.00 or less. The vast 
majority of amateur sports officials in Alaska earn less than $5,000.00 annually. 
A small percentage of officials who work more than on sport will likely exceed 
the $5,000.00 amount.

The net result of applying a compensation level may be that an individual will 
officiate until the compensation level is reached and then decline to work ad­

ditional events. Such a situation may tax the sports associations ability to 

secure the most qualified officials during the latter part of the year. Thus the 
application of a compensation level appears to have no relationship to the bills 
intended purpose.

ASA appreciates your efforts in sponsoring SB 101. The Association would ap­
preciate your continued efforts toward it becoming law.

Thank y o u .

Sincerely,

Rod Hill

Executive Director

P .O . B O V  4 - 2 1 0 6  A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 9 .  2 7 9 - 1 5 5 4



S A M P L E  O F  C U R R E N T  P A Y  R A T E S  F O R  A M A T E U R  S P O R T S  O F F I C I A L S

b y  D . G r a y

J N U  A N C  F B K S
( $ / g a m e  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d )

H .  S .  B a s k e t b a l l 4 0 - 4 5 4 5

C o l l e g e  B a s k e t b a l l 7 5 1 2 5 1 1 5

A d u l t  B a s k e t b a l l 1 5 1 7 - 3 5

S o f t b a l l 1 1 1 1

H .  S -  B a s e b a l l  
A m .  L e g i o n

2 0 / 1 0 2 5

C o l l e g e  ( G l a c i e r  P i l o t s ,  e t . a l . ) 5 0 5 0

L i t t l e  L e a g u e 2 5

H .  S .  F o o t b a l l 3 5 2 9 5 ( 7 ) *

J u n i o r  F o o t b a l l 1 5

Y o u t h  S o c c a r 1 0

W r e s t l i n g 3 - 5 / m a t c h 3 - 5

H .  S .  V o l l e y b a l l 2 5

H .  S .  I c e  H o c k e y 3 0

J u n i o r  H o c k e y 1 5 1 0 - 1 8

A d u l t  H o c k e y 2 0 1 5 - 1 0 0

C o l l e g e  H o c k e y 9 0 4 5 , 9 0

S k i i n g

S w i m m i n g

* C o s t  o f  7  o f f i c i a l s .

I n f o r m a t i o n  S o u r c e s :  C l a i r e  M a r k e y ,  B o b  S i m s , J u n e a u ; D a v e
S t r i k e ,  J i m  B r e t t ,  E m m i t t  W i l s o n ,  A n c h o r a g e ;  C h r i s  
M i l l e s ,  F a i r b a n k s .
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1989 L B O I 8 L A T I V B  S E S S I O N  
F I S C A L  N O T E

*

R E Q U E S T ;

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  3 / 6 / 8 9
T i t l e :  A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t ?  c i v i l

l i a b i l i t y  f o r  s p o r t  o f f i c i a t i n g .  
S p o n s o r :  K e l l y
R o q u e s t o r :  J u d i c i a r y

B i l l  V e r s i o n :  
P u b l i s h  D a t e :

cs S B  101 cruo 
3 / 2 / 8 9

Ag e n c y  Affected: A l a s k a  Court System
BRU: Trial Courts

Components:

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S : :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
r8 $  F Y  9 0  F Y .  9 1

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  ....................................................................................................................
T r a v e l  .....................................................................................................................
C o n t r a c t u a l  .....................................................................................................................
S u p p l i e s  .....................................................................................................................
Eq u i p m e n t  . . . .  ......................
L a n d  & S t r u c t u r e s  .....................................................................................................................
Gr a n t s  6 C l a i m s  . . .............................

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G

F Y  9 2 F Y :  9 3

0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

P a r t - t i m e
T e m p o r a r y

F Y  9 4

0 . 0

f r f c w & v *  • • • • « • • « • • • • • • • « • • • • i  a a i

........................................................................ a •  I  o a > « • • • • e a a a I

. funding: • ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )  
G e n e r a l  F u n d a  o . o  0 . 0

omo

0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0
F e d e r a l  F u n d s  ........................................................................
O t h e r  ........................................................................

T O T A L  0 . 0  0 . 0 0 . 0 o o

o•o o•o

ositions: v .....  ••......................
. . i l - t i m e  ........................................................................

A N A L Y S I S :  ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y )

N o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

P r e p a i d  b y : y T a n  S t r a n d b e r g ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  
D i v i s i o n :  ' A l a s k a  C o u r t  J S y a t e m

A p p r o v e d  by:/'AflSHu£r TiKSrfb* 
Agency: A l a s k a  C o urt S y s t e m

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  p r e p a r e r ) :  
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  s p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  & B u d g e t  
I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )
S e n a t e  S e c r e t a r y

Phone: 
Date:

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  Date:

2 6 4 - 8 2 2 8
0 3 / 0 6 / 8 9

0 3 / 0 6 / 8 9

P a g e  l  o f  l

\




