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March 16, 1990

To: Representatives Goll and Gruenberg, Co-Chairs
Members, House Judiciary Committee

Re: Constitutional/Statutory Spending Limits

NEA-Alaska opposes any form of constitutional or statutory spending limit Such a change would
be far more than a limit on spending. It would be a lii..it on government and on your ability to
represent your constituency and to act on their behalf and in their interests.

Tough spending decisions arc never easy decisions but they must be made by oui elected
representatives based upon the circumstances which arc current. They should not be based upon
a formula driven system without regard for unique circumstances and needs.

A constitutional spending limit will have the effect of distorting subsequent spending decisions.
Alaska is unique. Our problems, programs, and needs arc truly different from other states. They

arc always dynamic.

It is predictable (hat they will be changing this session, next year, and in future years. As
Legislators, you have a continuing need for maximum flexibility in how you chose to deal with
them.

A state spending limit will do nothing more than pass along an increasing financial burden to
local government. It will only serve to increase a disparity and inequity which is already
glaringly evident.

In our opinion, the Alaskans who were involved in last years’ "town meetings" were asking you
and the Administration to have the courage to make the tough and responsible decisions on the
level of programs and services which reflect our current needs and our current and projected

financial resources. Such a process docs not require any form of formula driven spending limit.

As Legislators you have the information, the responsibility, and the opportunity to make those
spending decisions which arc in the best interests of all of us. Please do so.

Thank you for your consideration of our position.

Respectfully submitted.

Bob Manners
Executive Director



By BILL POTTER

The Alaska Legislature is pres-
ently considering a constitutional
spending limit. | think this is an ill-
conceived idea and hope that fellow
Alaskans will also oppose such a po-
litically mi. .vated way to avoid
making the important decisions
elected officials are supposed to
make.

When the Founding Fathers gath-
ered m Philadelphia to write our
Constitution, the most significant
comprehensive political aocumen:
the world had ever seen or has yet to
see. there were many nresent who
aid not have much trust m govern-
ments or government institutions.
Yet in spite of this mistrust and even
fear, of government run amok, they
wrote a document that placed the ul-
timate control, the ultimate power,
the power of the purse, in the hands
of the people's elected representa-
tives.

Without money, government can-
not act: with money government can
act. Those Founding Fathers placed
the power to act, or not to act. in the
hands of *he people's representa-
tives. And when a like number of an-
other set of Founders met in Fair-
banks to draft the Alaska Constitu-
tion, they recognized the wisdom of
that earlier group which had met in
Philadelphia, and acted likewise.
They put the ultimate power, the
power of the purse, in the hands of
elected representatives. And that is
as it should be.

A constitutional soendins limit is
more tnan a limit on spending: itis a
limit on tne power ot Government to
act. It is a limit on the power of gov-
ernment to protect the people: itisa
limit on the power of the government
to serve the people: it is a limit on
the power of the government to gov-
ern.

I suspect tuft many people who
support a spending limit are con-
cerned about the financial future of
this state, and | think that is a iusi
and righteous concern, but as bleak
as the financial future of Alaska may
be. it is not as bleak or as foreboding

Just say ‘No' to a constitutional spending limit

as it has been in times past. Any re-
view of the first eight years of this
state government’s financial history
will show that the financial con-
straints were far more severe than
even the most dire predictions for
the future. In spite of the lack of fi-
nancial resources during those early
years, the state legislature, the peo-
ple’s representatives, were able to
balance the needs of government
with the financial resources avail-
able witnou; a constitutional spend-
ing cap.

| believe we had many wise peo-
ple in our legislature during those
formative, financially  pressing
years, but 1submit that the current
legislature is equally wise and equal-
ly able to balance the needs of gov-
ernment with the finances available.
| further submit that the people of
Alaska will choose an equally wise
legislature in the 1990 elections
which will be equally able to balance
the needs that exist with the finances
that will be available, and subse-
quent elections will result in equally
wise and able representatives of the
people.

I don't believe it is good govern-
ment policy or good public policy, for
any legislature or any other body to
second-guess the intelligence, judg-
ment, or motives of future legislative
representatives.

To deny future legislatures the op-
portunity to use their judgment to
address the issuer before them with
the resources av. liable at that time
smacks of. if not arrogance, a pro
found lack ot confidence in those leg-
islators anaor tne people who elect-
ed them.

I am concerned about the future
of public schools because 1 have de-
voted my life to education in this
state. 1 am concerned about the fu-
ture we offer our children, and | am
concerned about the economic and
social status of the elderly, and | am
concerned about those f-r whom cir-
cumstances have cast their lot cut-
side tne mainstream of our society.!
have concerns tor the future and
what it is that may be done to re-
strict the ability of our legislature.
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restrict the ability of government to
act to deal with the issues and needs
that arise within the confines of the
resources available.

Notwithstanding what | said
about the wisdom and ability of past,
present, and future legislatures, |
am painfully aware that not all legis-
lators have been, or are likely to be.
willing to make the judgments neces-
sary to balance needs with the finan-
cial resources available. If there is a
constitutional spending limit in
place. 1 am concerned about legisla-
tors who will take the low road by
Laying “1 wanted to help, but our
hands were tied." "l wanted good
schools, but there was a spending
limit." "1 support you in your desire
to deal with alcohol and drug abuse,
but there is nothing we can do with
the constitutional limits placed on
the legislature.”

In the interests of good public
policy: in the interests of good gov-
ernment. | urge you to resist any
constitutional spending limits. | urge
Alaskans to insist that elected offi-
cials demonstrate the courage to re-
sist the temptation to tie the hands of
government’s ability to act in the
public interest with the resources
available.

Bill Potter hat taught In Juneau for
25 yean and it a member of the Edu-
cation Commieaion of the States.





