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M E M O R A N D U M

To: Members, House Labor and Commerce Committee

From: Representative Dave Donley, Chair
House Labor and Commerce Committee

Re: Proposed Committee Legislation - Access to Personnel Files

The attached bill, identical to the final version of HB 540 from last year, 
authorizes employees to have access (including copying) to any information 
contained in their personnel files.

The bill covers all employees in Alaska including the state, the University of 
Alaska, the Alaska Railroad and political subdivisions of the state.



Bill No. House Bill 86 D ate January 30, 1989

T it le  "An Act requiring employers to permit 
employees and former employees to have 
access to their personnel files."

Contact: Tom Stuart
264-2452 

Eileen Plate 
465-2700

House Bill 86 requires employers to provide an employee or former employee 
access to his or her respective personnel records and to permit the 
employee to make copies of the records. The employer may charge the 
employee for the costs of duplicating the records.

Employees should have access to employer kept personnel records as 
provided in this bill. The accuracy of such records may have a direct
bearing on a worker's employability should a prospective employer contact 
the worker's current or former employer as a reference. Under the 
provisions of this bill, a worker would have an opportunity to at least be 
aware of any discrepancies in the employer's personnel records.

The Department supports the provisions of this bill which provide workers 
a right to access and copy employer kept personnel records.

House Bill 86 would not have a fiscal impact on the Department of Labor.

APPROVED

POSITION PAPER/Department of Labor
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M E M O R A N D U M February 13, 1989

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Scope of HB 86
(Access to personnel files)

Representative Dave Donley

Teresa B. Cramer 
Legislative Counsel

You have asked whether HB 86 requires an employer to keep 
personnel files on employees. In my opinion, the answer is 
no. Under subsection (a), if an employer maintains 
personnel files, the employer must allow access to the 
information. There is nothing that affirmatively requires 
that the information be maintained in the first place.

If I may be of further assistance, please advise.

T C : kb 
wkkl/119



5 0 1 .10 .060 A laska Statutes S u pple m en t { 01.10.060

Sec. 01.10.060. Definitions. In the laws of the state, unless the 
context otherwise requires,

(1) "uction" includes any matter or proceeding in a court, civil or 
criminal;

(2) "daytime” means the period between sunrise and sunset;
(3) "month” meanH a calendar month unless otherwise expressed;
(4) "municipality" means a political subdivision incorporated under 

the laws of the Btute thut is a home rule or general law city, a home 
rule or general law borough, or a unified municipality;

(5) "nighttime” means the period between sunset und sunrise;
(6) "oath” includes affirmation or declaration;
(7) "peace officer” means any officer of the Btato troopers, members 

of the police force of any incorporated city or borough, United States 
marshals and their deputies, and other officers whose duty it is to 
enforce and preserve the public peace;

(8) "person” includes a corporation, company, partnership, firm, as­
sociation, organization, business trust, or society, as well as a natural 
person;

(9) "personal property" includes money, goods, chattels, things in 
action, and evidences of debt;

(10) "property” includes real and personal property;
(11) "real property” is coextensive with land, tenements, and here­

ditaments;
(12) "signature” or "subscription" includes the mark of a person 

who cannot write, with the name of that person written near the mark 
by a witness who writes the witness's own name near the name of the 
person who cannot write; but a signature or subscription by mark can 
be acknowledged or can serve as a signature or subscription to a sworn 
statement only when two witnesses so sign their own names to the 
sworn statement;

(13) "state" means the State of Alaska unless applied to the differ­
ent parts of the United States and in the latter case it includes the 
District of Columbia and the territories;

(14) "writing" includes printing. (§ 4 ch 62 SLA 1962; am § 2 ch 66 
SLA 1965; am § 10 ch 117 SLA 1968; am § 19 ch 74 SLA 1985)

Rcviaor'a notea. — Reorganized in Effect o f amendment*. — The 1985
1985 to alphabetize the defined terms amendment added paragraph (4).

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Foltz-Nelaon Architect* v, Quoted in Hull v. Alaakn Fed. Sav. & 
Kobylk. Sup. Ct. Op. No. 3273 (File No. L>«n Am o , Sup. Ct. Op. No 2605 (File
S-2050J, P,2d (1988). No- 6346), 658 P.2d 122 (1983).

Applied in Clark v. State, Ct. App. Op.
No. 716 (File No. A-1840), 738 P.2d 765 
(1987).
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