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State Representatives Max Gruenberg and Peter Goll,
th'.MTPyW“BZEn“chR?N.K co-chairmen, House Judiciary Committee
ytCktmt Alaska State Legislature

RIS J >au, Alaska 99611
S*Sw««. AUam
Dt Far Dear Chairmen Gruenberg and Goll,

DU-wM«Uj*or
Cow.Nr. Ybrt

We have been asked by Sandy Armstrong, the

ftrt; form™* PnrtiJnl

Witheal e m v 9 coordinator of our Alaska Chapter of the National
yvM . . . s .
IR Council for Children's Rights, to provide
Icm vr Director H H
frk'W DtuMu*. Euhm |( Civncil information to you.
TV RrmmM KotmS ¢ iw ir 1. Interference with access (visitation) is a
Cam w m tmtnNr» Yrrl Stale R . .
Ol 4 ARine national problem. Various researcher! find that
ortie custodial parents interfere with access (visitation)

in 25% to 50% of cases nationwide. In Wallsrstein
and Kelly's book entitled "Surviving the Breakup"

e e Pl toun (Basic Books, 1980), the researchers found that some
Caurp Ay custodial parent* prevented the access of the child
with the other parent out of anger or spite, while
L AAJVX, CIIM U in other cases, custodial parents made excuses, such
. as saying "Johnny has something else to do today,"
UCL> Sl Ny or by deprecating the other parent in front of the
.BV»\'/ child. Having sole custody is a tremendous power,
and it can be used constructively, by respecting the
LetATRW Cwrm active parenting of the other parent, or it can be
MW used destructively, to undermine the child's

relationship with the other parent.

W NO .W

2. Acces.i (visitation) enforcement programs have

M1 D proven very successful In places where they have
been tried. One example is the Michigan "Friend of

W |.|« ) ) C
>D*rM D»r»«Str|»T the Co_urt (FOC) programl In Mlchlgany ataff
US. Vbmut. Mmrau Investigates access as well as child support
N complaints.
.. ., » O, (more)
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Michigan collects more in child support per
administrative dollar than any other state.

Michigan collects $8.33 in support for every dollar
spent to collect. Michigan officials such as Debbie
Stabenow of the House of Representatives# and Dee
Van Horn, administrator of the FOC, credit
Michigan's balanced approach with this success.

Our National Council received an award for
convincing Prince George's County# Maryland# outside
Washington, D.C.# to hire access mediators to
resolve access (visitation) complaints. When one
parent complains, the access mediator phones or
meets with the other parent, to find out why the
visitation order is not being followed. Either
parent may file a compioint. The County reports an
801 success record at resolving these complaints# at
an average salary time of 1 hour# 37 minutes, at an
average cost of about $15 per case.

Apparently, just having someone in authority care
enough about these issues to contact the other
partnt, and to help educate parents about their
responsibilities, sends a powerful message.

Allowing phone OR face-to-face meetings provides
flexibility for the program.

3. The benefit of a continuing relationship of
children with both parents after separation and
divorce is vitally important to children. A
divorcing spouse may never want to see the other
spouse again, but children do not lose their longing
for the "absent™ parent even years after the
divorce, according to research by John Guidubaldi,
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio, who has conducted
the largest (699 children) study of children of
divorce in the country. Guidubaldi recommends more
access to the non-cuetodial parent than la currently
generally provided aa one means of helping children
of divorce. His findings that divorce is a long-
time streasor of children, and that children long -
for the "abaont"™ parent even yeera after the divorce
is supported by Wallerstein and Kelly, and other
researchers e

4, Bill Number CS for House Bill Number 538 is a
reasonable approach to helping children of
separ.tion and divorce. Section ((B)) ((2)) ((f)) of
the bill# which lets s child 13 or older refer a
person with custody or visitation rights to the
project, is good, because visitation la a child's

right# as wel 1,



The bill would create an Advisory Council on
which two non-custodial and two custodial parents
would join with a legislator, person experienced in
mediation, and a representative of the judicial
branch, Because custodial and non-custodial parents
have keen perspective on the problems the Council
would examine, the Council would seem to have
excellent balance.

In Michigar and Prince George's County, there are
open referrals, without having to first screen them
by the judiciary. This is important to the speedy
resolution of as many complaints as possible.

Thank you both for your support you can give to

this bill, which will do so much to help keep Alaska
children ™"out of the middle0 of battles between
their parents. If you would like additional

information, please let me know.

Thank you for helping to strengthen the American
family,

Sincerely yours,

DLL/vdd
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Chenoweth
Funding Information: General Fund $120,000 4/4/90
Other Funds -0 -
$ 120,000

Original sponsor(s): REP. ELLIS, Menard

BY THE HESS COMMITTEE

NO. 539 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

- SECOND SESSION

special appropriation to the Alaska

IN THE HOUSE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act making a

Judicial Council

for a child visitation mediation

project; and providing for an effective da™e."

BE IT ENACTED BYTHE LEGISLATURE OF THE

* Section 1. Thesum of $120,000 is

STATE OF ALASKA:

appropriated from the general fund

to the Alaska Judicial Council for a child visitation mediation project.

* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of the appropriation

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1992.

* Sec. 3. The appropriation made by sec. 1 of this Act takes effect

only if the Alaska Judicial Council
diationproject in accordance with law.

* Sec. 4. This Act takes effect on

establishes a child visitation

the effective date of an Act enacted

by the Sixteenth Alaska State Legislature authorizing the /laska Judicial

iCouncil to establish a child visitation

mediation project.

CSHB 539 (HESS)
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Copies of minutes listed below were originally-included
in this file. The minutes are available on the STAIKb
database CMPR. In order to save space copies of minutes
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