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POSITION PAPER 
House Bill 419

"An Act relating to the recording and collection of statistics relating to minors."

The purpose of this legislation is to help assure that city and municipal jails, 
rural lock-ups, and adult correctional facilities collect data on admission of 
minors sufficient to meet the requirements of the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1984. In order to maintain eligibility for Federal 
Formula Grant Funds under PL93-415 Alaska must annually report the number 
of children detained in adult facilities and the reason and circumstances for the 
detention of a m inor to an adult jail. The information to be recorded at each 
admission is specified and limited to the information required by federal law. 
The bill protects the confidentiality of these records and exempts them from 
public disclosure.

HB419 authorizes the Department of Health and Social Services to require state 
and local law enforcement agencies to use a standardized form to record each 
admission.

The Department of Health and Social Services is currently hampered in its effort 
to collect the annual data required for federal reporting. There are r.inety-five 
(95) identified city or municipal adult jai's, rural lock-ups, and adult correctional 
facilities which might under some circumstances admit a minor. Over half of 
those facilities either do not maintain any record when a juvenile is admitted or 
do not record sufficient data to determine the nature and circumstance of 
juvenile admissions. Without adequate data, the department is unable to clerrJy 
assess Alaska’s level of compliance with federal law requiring removal of 
children from adult ja il and tock-ups. Further, the department cannot adequately 
analyze the factors contributing to non-compliance and develop successful 
strategies to end the practice of confining children in adult jails.

Jt is proposed that HB419 be amended as follows: "(b) For the purpose of 
collecting statistics, the department shall establish and require state and local 
agencies which operate a jail or sim ilar adult facility to use a standardized form 
to record and report each admission of a minor. The record shall irc lude the 
name of the minor admitted, the minor's age and date of birth, the specific 
offense for which the minor was admitted, the date and time admitted, the date 
and time released, the sex of the minor, the ethnic origin of the minor, and 
other information required by federal law. Except for the notation of the date
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and time of the m inor’s release, the record shall be prepared at the time of the 
m inor’s admission. Information and records obtained under this subsection are 
confidential and are not public records. They may be disclosed only for the 
purpose of compiling statistics and to carry out the requirements of federal law.

RECOMMENDED:
Russ Webb, Director 
Division of Family and 

Youth Services

DATE:

APPROVED:    _
Myra W Munson, Commissioner 
Department of Health and 

Social Services
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CS House Bill 419 (HESS)

In the Legislature of the State of Alaska 

Sixteenth Legislature - Second Session 

A Bill

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the recording and collection

of statistics relating to minors."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Alaska:

* Section 1. AS 47.10.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to

read:

(b) For the purpose of collecting statistics, the department 

shall establish and require state and local agencies, which operate a 

jail or other detention facility, to use a standardized form to keep a 

record and report each admission of a minor. The record shall be 

limited to the name of the minor admitted, the minor's date of birth, 

the specific offense for which the minor was admitted, the date and time 

admitted, the date and time released, the sax of the minor, the ethnic 

origin of the minor, and other information required by federal law. 

Except for the notation of the date and time of the minor's release, the 

record shall be prepared at the time of the minor's admission. 

Information and records obtained under this subsection are confidential 

and are not public records. They may be disclosed only for the purpose 

of compiling statistics and in a manner that does not reveal the

identitv of the minor.✓
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STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST:

BILL VERSION: C.SHB 619(H e s s )  No
PUBLISH DATE: HOUSE 3 / 1 5 / 9 0

FISCAL NOTE

R e v is io n  D a te : ___________________________
T i t l e :  Recording and c o l l e c t i o n  o f

c r im e  . s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i n g  to  minors
Sponsor: _  House J u d ic ia ry ______________
R e q u e s to r :  _ t io u s e  HESS_________________
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BRU: _____________
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on the  Departm ent o f  P u b l ic  S a f e t y .
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Offered: 3/15/90
Referred: Judiciary

6-1512E

O riginal sponsor(s)i Judiciary Committee

IN THE HOUSE BY THE HESS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILI, NO. 419 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the recording and collection of

statistics relating to minors."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.10.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to

read:

(b) For the purpose of collecting statistics, the department 

shall establish and require state and local agencies that operate a 

jail or other detention facility to use a standardized form to keep a 

record and report the admission of a minor. The record shall be

limited to the name of the miror admitted, the minor's date of birth, 

the specific offense for which the ■ inor was admitted, the date and 

time admitted, the date and time released, the sex of the minor, the 

ethnic origin of the minor, and other information required by federal 

law. Except for the notation of the date and time of the minor's

release, the record shall be prepared at the time of the minor's

admission. Infc-mation and records obtained under this subsection arc 

confider..ial and are not public records. They may be disclosed only 

for the purpose of compiling statistics and in a manner that docs not 

reveal the identity of the minor.

HB0419B •i* C5HB 419(HESS)
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BY THE JUDICIARY COHHITTEE

1 IN THE HOUSE

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 419

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the recording and collection of

7 statistics relating to minors."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 47.10.160 is amended by adding a new subsection to

10 read:

11 (b) For the purpose of collecting statistics, the department

12 shall establish and require state and local law enforcement agencies

13 to use a standardized form to keep a record of each minor admitted to

14 a Jail or juvenile detention facility. The record shall be limited to

15 the name of the minor admitted, the minor's date of birth, the reason

16 for the minor's admission, the date admitted, the date released, the

17 sex of the minor admitted, the ethnic origin of the minor admitted.

18 and other information required by federal law. Except for the nota-

19 tion of the date of the minor's release, the record shall be prepared

.’0 at the time of the minor’s admission. Information and records obtain-

21 cd under this subsection are confidential and are not public records.

22 They may be disclosed only for the purpose of compiling statistics and

23 in a manner that does not reveal the identity of the minor.

HB041vA HB A 19




