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Date Referred:

HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
.’eb r u a r y  21, 1989 

Date of C o m m i t t e e  Action: 3 j & j &  f
F U R T H E R  REFERRALS: FINANCE

The J U D I C IARY C o m m i t t e e  considered: HB 1 8 8

HOUSE B I L L  NO. 188 [ ADDITIONAL  S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  J U D G E  AT K E N A I ]
"An Act inc reasing the number of s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j udge s d e s i g n a t e d  for the 
Third J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  to p r o v i d e  an a d d i t i o n a l  s u p e r i o r  court judge at 
Kenai; and p r o v i d i n g  t  i r  an e f f e c t i v e  d ate."

RECOMMENDS:

3 r e p l a c i n g  w i t h  ______________

] the a t t a c h e d  amendment(s) 

A  do pass 

] do not pass 

] no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

] individ ual r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

] additi o n a l  referral to the

ADOPTS: l ette r of intent

[ i A  the same title 
[ ) a new title

Committee

A T T A CHES NEW F I S C A L  NOTE(s): 

[ ] fiscal impact

[ 3 zero fiscal note

[ 3 zero w i t h  a n a l y s i s

A P P R O V E S  PREVIOUS:

[ X 3 fiscal note(s) published:

(.L /L l l __________________________

[ 3 z e r o fiscal notes(s) published:

SI G N I N G  O T H E R  T H A N  DO PASS:
(Do Npt-^ass, N&, Recommendation, Amend)

no
SI GNING
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HB 188 - Additional Superior Court. Judge at Kenai
Justification Summary

R ep resen ta tiv e  M ike N avarre

In FY88, the Kenai Court:

had the highest number of filings per Judge in the state, 3925 (Palmer 3251; 
Anchorage 2382; Valdez 395)

«•* experienced a 26% Jump in trial activity (Palmer, no change; Anchorage 
minus 46%; Fairbanks +23%)

*•* experienced inordinate delays in routine matters

«•* spent $71,375 on J ury costs

■** assigned all civil trials to visiting Judges

Kenai’s retired Judge, James Hanson, is budg­
eted to work pro tern 2 weeks a month but fre­
quently works another 1 or 2 weeks. In 1988, 
he worked 161 days, which is 73% of what a full­
time judge works. Besides Judge Hanson’s pro 
tem work, other Judges travelled to Kenai. 
Hanson plans to retire completely at the end 
of June. This will leave a single judge with the 
work of almost two judges.

Kenai Superior Court 
Judge Days, 1988

f t i l l  t i m e  j u d | <

U an eo o Jrrla ito ra

r ie ltin i Judfne

J u d g e  l U i u o n

In 1986, the State Bar Association unanimously
recommended an additional Superior Court Judge for Palmer and Kenai.

Kenai Superior Court 
Full-time v. Part-time costs (in $)

FY85 - FY88 the court experienced a 348% 
increase in children’s matters filings, the high­
est in the state. (Juneau-next highest- plus 
293%; Anchorage plus 16%; Fairbanks minus 
29%)

The recently-appointed temporaiy district court 
judge has no assurance of being reapp^ 'nted 
next year.



STATE OF ALASKA 19S9 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Bill Version: 
Publish Date:

R e v i s i o n  Date: A g e n c y  Affected:
Title: A n  a c t  i n c r e a s i n g  the n u m b e r  BRU:
of s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s . . . 3rd d i s t r i c t  
Sponsor: N a v a r r e - S w a c k h a m m e r - G r u e n b e r g  Components: 
Requestor: J u d i c i a r y

A l a s k a  Court System 
T rial C o urts

L3 188
2/21/89

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S (Thousands of Dollars)
OP E R A T I N G FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 9 3 FY 94
Personal S e r v i c e s • « • 195.0 257.6 257.6 257.6 257.6
Travel
C ontractual
Su p pl ies
Eq u i p m e n t • • • 2.0
Land & S t r u c t u r e s
Grants & C l aims
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G

o•
o

1 97.0 257,6 257.5 257.6 257.6

C A P I T A L  ...........................................................................

REVENUE

FUNDING: 
General Funds 
Federal Fun ds 
Other 

T O T A L

( lhousands of Dollars)
0.0 197.0

0.0 197.0

257.6 

2 5 7 . u

257.6

257.6

257.6

257.6

257.6

257.6

POSITIONS:
Full-t ime
Part-time

. . . .  4.0 

. . . .  (2.0)
4.0 4.0

• •

a

• 
o 4.0

T e m p o r a r y  ...................................

ANALYSIS: (Attach a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if necessary)

S e e  a t t a c h e d  analysis.

P repared b y : / J a n  Stra ndberg, ^feneral Counsel 
Division: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S ystem

A p p r o v e d  by 
Agency:

Phone:
Date:

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  Date:
A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m

D i s t r i b u t i o n  (by p r e p a r e r ) : 
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  of M a n a g e m e n t  & Budget 
I m p a c t e d  Agency (ies)

264-8228
03/01/89

03/01/89
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A L A S KA C O U R T S Y S T E M  

HB 19.9.

Personal Services:

Position Title Salary Benefits

S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge, Kenai
PFT, 12 months, range 28E with 7% cola $82,716 $55,710

Law C l e r k  I, Kenai
PFT, 12 months, range 13D 31,476 12,197

I n - C o u r t  Clerk, Kenai
PFT, 12 months, range 12A 26,604 11,132

S e c r e t a r y  II, Kenai
PFT, 12 months, range 12A 26,604 11,132

Total P e r sonal S e r v i c e s

Less e x i s t i n g  funding for pro tempo re j u d g e  and s e c r e t a r y  (1)

Net P e r sonal S e r v i c e s  

Equipment: (for L aw Clerk position) (one-time cost)

Desk, chair, typewriter, statutes, rules of co urt

Total Cost (first year)

(1) C a l c u l a t i o n  of Exist i n g  Funding:
Am o u n t

FY 82 - O r i gina l funding (Free C o n f e r e n c e  Committee) $57,200
FY 83 - 5% s a l a r y  increase 2,900
FY 85 - 5% s a lary increase (funded at 80% of actual) 2,400

T o t a l

$138,426 

43,673

37.736

37.736 

257,571

62,500 

195,071

1,962

$ 197,033

Total 
$57,200 
60,100 
62,500
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A LASK A C O U R T  S Y S T E M  

HB 188 - A N A L Y S I S

A new B u p eri or court judge in Kenai will requ ire a staff 

c o n s i s t i n g  of a law clerk, in-court c l e r k  and secretary. B e c a u s e  

a pro tem Judge and staff have been b u d g e t e d  to p r o v i d e  judicial 

a nd staff services, the cost of a new judge and staff w i l l  be 

r e d u c e d  by the amount that the c o u r t  s y s t e m  would expect to p a y  

for the pro tem judge and staff for one fiscal year. The o n l y  

e q u i p m e n t  needed is that r e q u i r e d  by the law clerk.

• % 
&
i*j
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Bill Version: H B  133
REQUEST: P u b l i s h  Date: 2/1/89

R e v i s i o n  Date: A g e n c y  Affected: A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m
Title: A n  act r e l a t i n g  to o b s c e n i t y  BRU: T rial C o u r t s

Sponsor: Miller, Martin, & L eman Components:
Requestor: J u d i c i a r y

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)
O P E R A T I N G  FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
P ersonal S e r v i c e s  ...........................................................................
Travel ...........................................................................
Contra c t u a l............ ...........................................................................
S u p p l i e s  ...........................................................................
E q u i p m e n t  ...........................................................................
Land & S t r u c t u r e s  ...........................................................................
G rants & C l a i m s  ...........................................................................
T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P I T A L ..............................................................................................

RE V E N U E ...................................................................  ...................

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
G e ner al F unds 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Federal Funds ......................................................................................
O t h e r  . . . .  ...........................................................

T O T A L  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
F u l l - t i m e ................ ...........................................................................
Part-t ime................ ...........................................................................
T e m p o r a r y ................ ...........................................................................

ANALYSIS: (Attach a s e p arate p a g e  if necessary)

No  fiscal impact.

STATE OF ALASKA 1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

1 FISCAL NOTE

ral CounselPrepa red by:
Division: A l a s k a  Court Syst

A p p r o v e d  by: A f ^ i ^ ^ f ^ ^ w ^ n ^ i l ^ ^ d m i n i  
Agency: A l a s k a  Court S y s t e m

Phone:
Date:

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r ector Date:

264-8228
02/28/89

02/28/89

D i s t r i b u t i o n  (by p r e p a r e r ) : 
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O ffice of M a n a g e m e n t  & Budget 
I m p acted A gency(ies)
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