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Alaska State Legislature
Senate

S t a t e  C a p i t a l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a( >ttictal Business

March 29,1989

MEMORANDUM RFC'D m a r 29 i9S9

fo: Representative Johnny Ellis, Chairman
House Health, Education & Social Services Committee

From: Senator Li^'d Jones
&  £

Subj: SJR 35 - Community Health Care for Veterans

I would respectfully ask for a hearing on SJR 35 in the House HESS Committee 
as soon as pc;iible. The purpose of the resolution is to send a message to the 
Veterans Administration and the Department of Defense, asking them to 
consider Alaska's unique situation regarding health care as they make budget 
decisions. The federal fiscal year is upon us and for this resolution to be 
effective, it is important we get it to the powers-that-be immediately.
Background
The U.S. House Veterans' Affairs Committee conservatively forecast a Veterans 
Administration medical budget shortfall over the next two years of $ 1.1 billion 
below the amount needed to deliver the services provided in FY '88. The Bush 
Administration’s FY '90 proposal for the VA's Department of Veterans' Benefits is 
currently $30 million short of the current service levels. Because of the shortfall in 
the budget, the VA is looking at various measures to reduce its expenditures. 
These include:

• mandating veterans travel to VA hospitals or clinics
• negotiating discounts of charges from non-government health

care providers
• beefing up their own clinics and hospitals.

The state has approximately 70,000 veterans with approximately 52% residing in 
small communities. They account for up to 15% of the total patient load across 
Alaska. Currently, veterans In Alaska can choose to be served in their own local 
cor 'imunities. The cost of airfare for travel to VA hospitals would be just another 
burden during a time when the veterans is facing a medical crisis.
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The state has provided millions of dollars to our hospitals to help modernize 
facilities. We've invested in new state-of-the-art technologies. Withdrawal of 
any major user group from local health care providers would impact the 
viability of Alaska's health care systems, which strives to provide an infrastructure 
of modern, accessible service for all Alaskans.
I've enclosed backup material for your perusal. If you have further questions, 
please don't hesitate to call.



BACKGROUND PAPER

SERVICES TO VETERANS IN PRIVATE COWUNITY HEALTH FACILITIES IN ALASKA

HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA

Historically, Veterans who live in Alaska have been served by the private 

sector. Alaska is the only state in the nation which has tnis particular 

arrangement. Veterans have received physician and hospitalization services 

in their own communities using community facilities. It has been the policy 

of these communities and the facilities who serve them to respond to the 

needs of all residents. They have developed services and made large capital 

investments in response to the demands of the entire community, including 

the veteran patient population.

In March 1986, the Veterans Administration Inspector General issued a 

report critical of the cost of medical care of veterans in Alaska. 

Subsequently, the VA has pursued various measures to reduce VA expenditures 

in this state such as the establishment of its own primary care clinic 

and negotiating discounts of charges from the non-governmental providers 

during the past year.

In September 1987, in meetings initiated by the VA with the Anchorage 

area hospitals and doctors, we became aware of another study (US Army Corp 

of Engineers), dated September 1986 which concluded that $102.2 million over 

25 years could be saved if the Veterans Administration and the Department 

of Defense were to expand their joint sharing arrangements for hospital 

care. The DOD is preparing a replacement proposal for their facility at 

Elemendorf AFB and the VA proposes that a facility be constructed of 

sufficient size to also support the needs of the VA (additional 55 beds).

Up to this time, the VA has used private hospitals and physicians throughout 

Alaska for medical care. It is asserted by the VA that the proposed Anchorage 

VA/DOD hospital would be used only for Anchorage area veterans.

In November 1987, in a follow-up meeting with Anchorage hospitals and 

doctors, it was further revealed by the VA that they were also examining 

other alternatives to private medical care for veterans, including (1) expandii 

current sharing arrangements with Elmendorf Hospital before it is replaced/ 

expanded in 1991 and (2) transferring veterans to the Seattle VA Hospital 

for cardiac surgery, neurosurgery and major orthopedic joint replacement 

surgery. An impact analysis on medical care in Alaska has not been 

prepared by the VA or is unavailable to us at this time.

Preliminary review of the "Economic Analysis" that was done shows that 

while every effort was made to demonstrate dollar savings for the VA and/or 

the DOD, there was little effort to weigh the financial impact on the 

community providers since veterans account for 8-10S of total patient load, 

nor was there any consideration given to the effect on the overall health care 

ue^ /ery system in the state. The private system strives to provide an 

infrastructure of accessible services to care for the needs of all Alaskans. 

The withdrawal of a major user group from these providers may provide an 

irreparable blow to the viability of many community health systems.



,Hk<mana Hospital 
Alaska
M a r c h  Z 0 .19 89

S e n a t or  L lo yd  J on es  

C ap ito l B u i l d i n g  

Ju neau , A l a s k a

RE: SJR  35 R e q u e s t i n g  the Ve te ra n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and the

D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  to c o n s i de r  the imp or ta n c e  of 

c o m m u n i t y  h ea l t h  ca r e  for veterans.

Dear  S e n a t o r  Jones:

T h a n k  you for b ein g the prime sp on s o r  of SJ R 35. Ou r ho spi tal

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the tack force forced by the H e a l t h  A a s o c a t l o n

of A l a s k a  to r e v i ew  the initial plans of the V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s­

tra t i o n to inc rease the joint c h a r i n g  of f a cil iti es w i t h  the

D e p a r t m e n t  of D efense. T he  origina l plan p r o p o s e d  that a w i n g  

w ou ld  be built o n t o  the rep lac eme nt facility p la n n e d  for the 

E l m e n d o r f  A F B  hos p i t al  in Anc ho r a g e .  T h r o u g h o u t  the m o n t h s  of 

d i s c u s s i o n s ,  the V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t  ion seal ed d o w n  their plans 

to have o n l y  16 beds set a s i d e  in the facil ity  rather than h a v i n g  

a s e p a r a t e  wing.

L h ave e n c l o s e d  a co py  of an a rt i c l e  w h i ch  a p p e a r e d  in t h e" A l a s * u  

M e d i c i n e "  m a g a z i n e  w h i c h  s u m m a r i z e d  the tragilr n at ur e  oi A l a s k a ' t  

h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m  and the impact the VA plans w o ul d  hav e h ad if 

their o r i g i n a l pr op os a l  wa s implemented. M a ny  of the p o i nt s are 

still valid. I b e l i e v e  they provi de sound r eas ons  for a d o p t io n  of 

S J R  35. It is v e r y  i mportant to the A l a s k a  v e t e r a n  to r e c e i v e  c a r e  

in t he ir c om mu ni t y .  We  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  wi t h  s ev era l v e t e r a n ' s  g r o u p s  

w h i l e  r e v i e w i n g  this issue.

I c om m e n d  your e ffo rts , and those of the s p o n s o r s for i n t r o d u c i n g  the 

r e s o l u t i o n  and support the favorable c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to adopt the 
resolut ion.

S i n c e r e ly ,

C h a r l e s  P. S t o k e s  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



Mv Turn*

Veterans* Administration Plans ( hanges—  
( an Alaska s Health ( are System Survive?

< arrensiv. because there are i>> X \ ho*p tji*  n Mas- 

• a. etefansin Xtuskuutcseen cured tor. and treatedin  

m en 'ittn communities n\ tneir own private piaet.ee 
■'nis-.etans in their own local rosp iijls . t tur *v%tcm pru­

des verv men uuuntv eare. and patients express .1 men 

ex cl ot salistaetiun with the svstent 1 ormidubic prob­
lems «*i d e lu d in g  ncjlth  ware to our wtdclv dispersed 

population have lurgclv been overcome I he volume ni 
health s c r  tecs provided to \u *k u s  veterans aeeounts 

lor approxirnatclv in  15 ot trtc total patient *crx ices 
provided bv hospitals across nit ’ ate

\ sonsidcrable jm ount ot moncv has v e n  »pen 

•hcse eommunilics in expand.nc and renovating laud-  

tics, and in dcvclopme and providing new services and 

new technologies so that all M j*kans wan cnios better 

health !• or example, the state rcccntlv spent S In million  

building a n c*  hospital in < ordova and additional ex- 

pcm Jiluics a ic  beme punned tor otner sommunities to 

upgrade then acihticx Humana Hospital and P ro vi­
dence Hospital rcccntlv comp,ctcd maior expansion
proiccts. adding new  ......*• c* and new »crs<ves Ml
o| us have bcnetitied

X ljskun vrow  do not havet.' iravcourstat toohiutn  

sophisticated, expert, state or 'he ait health .are like 

* c d id  as recently as 15 \cur*ago V cau *cth e*c services 

isine the latest technologies and cmpiovmg the h e  best 
def.ee ot expertise arc now as a ;aWc

Hut. the as a iu hm tv  t o  ad  V a * * a n s  ot this h.gn icsci 

•I s jt c  ss threatened nv proposed V X plans to 'rs trc t  
p iton s tor health ware ot M a sk a s  ve terans th e  X \

« ants to  add  4 ? inpatient hosp t j*  *sc J »  to a new militarv 
ho sp i ta l  that is p lanned l o  be construc ted  at I imendort 
Vit F o r c e  Hase th e  V V p u n s  to t tca l a ll M a r i a n  vet- 
c tan s there t a k .n f  these p d ents a w j s  trom  th ed  n x a l  
p h v s i c u n s  . .•nmumt e* .  s n -*p ta i* I he \ \ . *  wed  
» ion f w.th its p ans 

XX hs J o  t b . s ' I he X X »as« • * ii . s a s e  m o v v  X|,*vt 
o th e rs  J o  not sha tc  tftis o p .m on  Hut e s en  it *omc sav • 
n f s  were  to  a c c tu r  to  ' he \ x *nat would he t b e »m p jc i  

•d the X \  p lan* on t v  test *: X a * k a ’ t h e  V \  has Aid 
• soiied Hut sthets ru s e  

I hr lo ss id bus .nes* that * i .1 ifs-tH t fom  * . .«<
ail v r t e t a n  health c a t e  Horn Ma*ka > pr iva te >ectoi 
would *evrte iv  mp>*t \ t a * * a *  j  l e ad s t t a c  <  “ cailft 
. a f f  de l ive tv «v«trm W cca y e  ' V  m o v v  ha* a-teadv 
v e n  spent to add  new te shn . f e *  *c» *H f* a b j t a e i l '
I n  *%i*t*»an n**t sift-.p.v v  t r d a e f d  t s f i< »ah * h s * . , o

ite eliminated r.snt the private »ccior \nd ctcrans’ 
e .idh cate*c*■ cC* accounted I d in 15 otth p.itient 

iMil m XI.is*, i
‘ dii- • X \  pf.ipnc.u attcct the vet. 'fans nv 

. 'u intine them t«> eo to I Imendort Xit h o n e  I use hos­
pital b in ii a l so  sill a ttcct the p r iva te  sects r h\ m- 
. r e j s m c  their costs, po** ih |v result ing in less iccess to 
health c i t e  tor a.I Maskans hm ce  the m o t i e s  have 
a lteadv been *pcnt n renova t ing  and expar .d i ig. these 
tixcd co s t s  will have to be passed on to  tcmai inc pav- 
•rs f he resuit l s fh e r  co s ts  to  them I his w II o cm t -  
•until .n c tea se  t v  cost to  the Mate ot Mas I a  due to 
Med ica id  and t • state en ip lov cc s  becau se  h e a th  insur­
ance co s t s  will increase s ignilicantlv

I he V \  argues that thcv will cjve moncv >v piggy- 

backing I'nto the militarv hospital Howevc . several 

independent studies b jv c  cast crave doubts hum the 

rcluhilitv  ot these optimistic projection* It.*  cost ot 

health care in Xlasku is ulrcudv ot concern ihis pro- 

posed action bv the X X will only make the. situation 

wotse In tact, should the N \  proceed with th • r current 
plans, it ;s iikclv *nat X \  costs will mcrca*c at 1 costs ot 

bcailb service* to n l other Mamanc will mere; .c as well.

i>nc ■ t the ,h.-*vjpabSc problems that wc t cc is that 
*e have a »crv »matl population XXhilc the I test tech­

nologies and if  ».* ate how j s j i l j h .c  *i» t at we no 

•nrcr have t.* ease '- c  *tate •••r *opbist<-.i -d heaith 

.ate n e c o s t* . ! providing «tale-.>l-ibc-art t cnnology 
an oniv V  sp tca j icr a sctv small number >t people 

In the iowct Js -r-.e c>**t ot this same tec nology .s 

•hated bv a vastiv greater number ot people

Xlatkans in v o o e d  .n the d c lo c t v  o l  h e ad  c a t e  set- 
cces hosp ita l*  uto n e  home* p h v * . c u n *  dentists 
pharmac ie s and mans i t V f s  m ak eu p  the * c  ond iarc- 
o l  croup o i cm ps.ivem  •* » a**a *ocor«t <» iv to tne 
•talc t*<if XXr •» j 4,1 v  c.-scte.v m p a c te J  I the X X 
p t ' s e e d *  with .t* p .an*

I p io tb .ctim e X X adntinottaioi* and p u ll  cr*na\e  
tailed to i j v f  r.to account t v  potential dv a*lating 

-mpa*t ot HlCtl pl*'P«H<x| p.an* *ift oil Xu*san-- XX 

v *  n<Ts! to i.m t,, artiuitx at the whole p^t jr instead 
•! -lot - V  *CfT.C*ft • t

t*e o re  x ,h v d e t  1 h jitm an
Meaoh X io x u t . o n  *1 X a»*a an

X a ik a M a tf  M t J c i i  \***s»iaton
I i l l  I o t c f



PETERSBU RG  G EN ER A L HOSPITAL
<in11 Lunif T> mi Care Facility

Phone:'*.*07* ?7d |J9i 
P .O . !io x  .ini*

! '‘tiTsourir. AUska 998M

M a r c h  '.otjQ

7.1: ien .a to  MESS lorm ; cteo

7ROM: • irv M. ,randv

■ V 3 J E C T : £.JR 2 5 V e t e r a n s  H o i l t h  C a r o

R l e a s e  .cceot -,v s u o r o - t  tor SJR 23.

cos t  m e d i c a l  care, .:itner n u r s i n s  h o m o  or icuto h o s o i r u  ire. 

.a p r e d i c a t e d  or. v o l u m e s  o: p a t i e n t s . T h e  -.ore p a t i e n t s .  the l o v e r  cno 

•hen tr.e g o v e r n m e n t  t u n n e l s  c h o s e  p a t i e n t s  iwiv i ron-osc ot oar. 

local c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  into t h e i r  o w n  h: 

it d r i v e s  up o u r  . c a t s  p e r  u n i t  oi c a re.

> p i tals a n d  n u r s i n g  c o n e s .

My a c c o u n t i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  25 y e a r s  ot c o s t  a n a l y s i s  e x p e r i e n c e
*• n I I r* .TIC ’he Fe d o r a !  -ove: iimeu:. c a n n o t  p r o v i d e J  J  - A i / l  l lO t -

m e d i c a l  c a r e  t h a n  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  or  l o cal g o v e r n m e n t .  !n a d d i t i o n .

1 c m ' t  t h i n k  ot i o o t t e r  w a y  to s a v e  t a x  d o l l a r s  a n d  b a l a n c e  o u r  

n a t i o n a l  b u d g e t  t h a n  >v e l i m i n a t i n g  d u p l i c a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  that w o u l d  

c o m p e t e  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  or local g o v e r n m e n t .

Yes. ind ! im a V o t e r  :n m d  the local v e t e r a n s  d o  -cop ••• 'ur lociL 

.-.osoital itid v i n t  t h e i r  :aealch Jare h e r e  in P e t e r s b u r g .

Si nee re Iv.

. I

G a r v  W. v.’ra n d y  

A d m i n i s c  r i ter

\ 7

\



SITKA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
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October 28, 1987

Honorable Frank Murkowski 
United States Senate 
709 Hart Building 
Washington, D.C.. 20510

•

Dear Senator Murkowski:
•  * •

• • • •

I an very concerned about the new proposed hospital/ 
addition to the hospital tor Elmendorf Air Force Base.

The new hospital or-addition, whichever is decided 
upon, if needed to handle the existing active duty/retired/ 
dependent traffic in the Elmendorf/Anchorage area, poses no 
problem.

The major concern lies with the report that Elmendorf 
would be a mandated hospital for all veterans in Alaska. As 
I understand it, "mandated" means that all Alaska veterans 
eligible for care under the Veterans' Administration 
requiring inpatient care would be hospitalised at Elemen- 
dorf's Hospital if at all possible.

The tenor of this proposal appears to be at a distinct 
opposite of the intents expressed to you by the V.A., which 
were in turn expressed in your 16 February 1987 letter to me 
concerning the Outpatient Clinic.

I am aware that the various federal agencies, including 
the Armed Forces and the V.A., are obliged to seek areas of 
consolidation of efforts, resources and existing facilities. 
The Elmendorf new hospital/addition dees not exist yet.
Part of the justification for the new facility appears to be 
a workload to be generated by V.A. patients.

It is assumed then that the V.A. patient outside of 
Anchorage requiring inpatient care will be denied care in 
his/her local community, disturbing the provider/patient 
relationship, so that the Elmendorf facility could be 
justified. The veteran is an important member of his/her 
community— that is, where friends, family and other support 
exist. In turn, part of that support is the fragile h alth
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care system that exists here in Alaska- As. the opportunity 
to provide care for the veteran is denied, he/she becomes 
one less supporter of that community support system. It 
weakens that hea l t h  care system n o t  only for t h e  veteran 
when he/she cannoc make it to Anchorage, but weakens it for 
the entire community.

If this p l a n  is alloweu to proceed, along with the many 
other pressures that already press on Alaska's health care 
system, you and others will look around one day and ask, 
"Didn't Sitka (substitute any small Alaska hospital name) 
have a nice hospital once?" And the veteran and the other 
members of the community will answer, "We sure did, but now 
we have to go to A n c h o r a g e !"

Thank you .'for your consideration.

t *
Sincere!*',

Ed Malewski 
Administrator

EM/nc

cc: HAA
Rep. Young 
Sen. Stevens 
Sen. Eliason 
Rep. Grussendorf
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Plans for Elmendorf veterans health center far from final
lly  Jack Dolan ' ;m ' "
llOrt Ur\M%

W ASH INGTO N  -  P lan t'a re  In Hie 
works — l«i( they are only plans, ac­
cording lu ihe Defense Department — 
m j iK l  a veierans health cenier lo .the 
blueprints fur oil expanded hospital i f  
E linendorl A ir Force fluse 

Congress w ill lu v e  ihe (Inal word on 
whether ihe Vcieum s Administration 
joins wnli ihe A ir Fu rce  in providing 
medical core ul Elmendorf Congress 
m il not he laced w iih ilia i decision until 
IWO. C indr E d  Phillips of Ihe Depart­
ment ol Defense's health affairs unit
Said »

ily  I WO about 33 percent of the design 
work for the facility  w ill be completed. 
When at ilist c ilt lc a l 33 perceni point In

' Ihe design process, congress must be In­
formed of the Pentagon's m ilitary con- 

1 s lrucllon  plans l i  Is then up lo Ihe 
, House and Senate lo  give the go-ahead 

for m ilitary construction plans
by l aw .  aoId Phillips, ihe A ir Force 

was inquired lo ask other federal igen- 
c ies d ial provide medical care — Ihe VA 
In this Instance — whether they wanted 
to be part of construction plans for Ihe 
expanded Elm endorf facility. There has 
ye l to be a V A  response to the depart­
m ent's request. A decision Is expected .. 
by June ID&l *

1 lie aim of Ihe law Is to reduce costs . 
and streamline goveminei la l opcta- ■ 
lions. It specifically was written to pie- .! 
vent m yriad federal agencies from p io -.' 
vldlng Ihe same services In the u m c-’j

jurisdiction s . , •• t 
Hu) even a l this early alage In llio 

process, opiioslllon lo haring veierans 
treated at Ulrncndorf A ir Force base 
bus surfaced In fa d , Congress llsc lf 
hns yet to tevlew a hospital expansion 
plan for Elm endorf because It still Is In
Ihe early design phase.

"We oil realize there are political 
considerations lie te ,'' Phil Ins said.

Sen Frank Murkowski, K-Alaska, 
and ranking Republican on Ihe Senate 
Veterans A ffairs Commit!.'e, said that 
consin id lo ti of a hospital lor veterans 
In Anchorage would be "a breach of - 
faith and a disservice lo A liska 's  v e ie r- .. 
ans.“  ' ■

la s t  year. Murkowski worked out a 
coinprnmlse among the VA, veterans 

‘ '  -I

, o rgan lu ilons, snd Alaska's health care  
ptovlders, lo eslsb llsh » VA outpatient 
d ln lc  In Anchoroge, lu lieu of a hotplhd' 
which Ihe VA was considering i t  the 
lim e.

but a new facility  at Elm endorf for 
Veterans apparently would upset the 
compromise and require a ll the slate's 

‘ ve le r in s  to Irek to Anchorage lor VA 
health treatment, outpatient ond Inpati­
ent, the senator said Currently , eligible 
veierans receive m edlcsl ca te  from p ri­
vate physicians or other health care 
providers, who In lum  sre  reimbursed 

I by the VA
About a half-doicn health facilities 

nationwide are shared by the VA and 
Ihe Department of Defense, a VA 
spokesman said. Veierans who live

great distances from their home stale's 
VA health facility  custom arily ate al 
lowed 10 gel Healed In un out ul stale 
VA center II IPs closer to their Itumc

However, In a telephone Interview 
with VA spokesman bonnet Day on 
M oods,, live offic ia l said he was unsure 
how Ihe medical program would lime- 
(Iras In Alaska. Indeed, that question Is 
la r o lf, he added. an J has not been con­
sidered

One federal o llld a l said that when 
Congress bickles Ihe Issue In three 
years, II might require veterans in the 
Anchorage area I s  be treated at tbe I I 
mendorf facility while Vets ihMxiglmnl 
Ihe rest of ihe s la te  would continue with 
treatment from private physicians



Senator wants VA 
out of Elmendorf 
hospital project
0 /  DAVID W H ITN EY •
De*y NeM lepcyiai

W A SH IN G TO N  -- The A ir  Fo re t l i  con­
sidering t  m  m illion  expansion to It i  
h o ip lla l at E lm endorf A i r  Fore* Hare near 
Anchorage end lire Vateran i Adm in istration  
I n i  ihow n In le re tt In partlc lpa llng  In lt>e
CCCjftltlloil

l i n t  Irks A lt s V t  Sen F r tn k  M u rk o w ik l, 
w l.u  i t l J  any V A  Involvem ent would be ■ 
"breach oI fa ith  tnd  t  d liie rv lc a  lo  A la rka 'a  
ve te ra n i."

M m kowiW I. ranking  Republican on In * 
Senate V o c r t n l  A lU Ir s  C o in m lllt* . i t ld  t  
VA h o ip ilt l  In  H it Mate could Jc o p tid ll*  
present policy under w hich th« V A  p ty i 
local doclorr and h o ip lU t l for p to v ld ln l 
in rd lra l C tie  to an e illm t le d  07.000 A lt ik a  
v e il

S t *  Brck Pi f l t .  MOIPITAL

^AlhJ^hbJlklLT.. llV''. ',tKl l~!r̂ 1

t)k>, U

S in . Frank MurkowtVI: No ro ll for V i l t r a n i  
Adm ln ltlra llon In h o ip lla l a ip m t lo n

12  -----------

AL: Murkowski opposes Veierans Administration role in proposed Elmendorf expansion
CuMmh.v -I lro»n Pe<ja A |

I I  I I ,t ie  were • large VA 
c c n li i  li. .W a lk * . M u rko w ik l 
i t l J .  V tlervns liv in g  In re 
m o l* s o it t c i i  o I in *  H a le  
might h .v t . lo trave l lo  Am 
c h o i.g i lu  receive ca r*  they 
now from local due.
|0 I»  and l .o p l la l t

O .ii D unucr R a y .  V A  
Ip o k i im . i r  li i W ash ington , 
s v IJ  n i> unclear w lia t Ini- 
p ad  It any . a V A  lio tp lla l 
Wuul I l . , . r .  on Ihe to  called 
l ie  bail* po lity

’ l l  in i 1̂.1 change. b ill II  
wouldn't n ic i ik a l l ly  c h a n |t ."  
Ray n i l

S t . f l  ' . kl I lank S ing leton , 
* |> uki.t...n  I n  l l in c i id o if  A ir 
t u ic i  l i .  . i  e o iilin n rd  that 
ll.e  A ir F u n *  l> in k in g  a
lua)t.l i  .......  u l lh *  h it *
hospital in IV J I . am uuhtliig lu 
a t  m in i, o t ' P ill m ill io n  
w u ilh  1.1 a u k

» t|* l< lu n  i i l . l  a l * t k  fo lte  
It  fo u lin g  II.rough W cd llll

d ty  t l  lh *  L it e  lu  d licu tt  III*  
project. Involved In lh *  meet 
in* a rt  representatives o l the 
A ir  Fore*. Ihe Velerent Ad 
In lu lt ira llo n  and III*  C iv ilia n  
l le t l lh  C a i*  A d v lto ry  Attocl- 
allon

"D ie  V A  may tharc In Ihe 
(110 m illio n . I I  may add an 
ad J lllo n a l amount of l l*  own 
or l i  may not partic ipate *1 
• I I ."  S ln g ld u n  tald

"W a're ta lk ing  w ith  them " 
It a ll R t y  would la y  of Ihe 
V A A Ir  F'orce d licu ttlu n *

17ie Veteran* A d m liililra -  
tlon hat been under great 
p re t iu r t  lu  du lo m e fh ln g  
about I I I  unique ty t le in  of 
pruvld lng medical ic rv lca  lu  
A la tka velerant t . * l l  year. 
Hie tte n c y 'i Irspe-ctur general 
11 me cl a report c i l l lc l r lu g  
!d (b  co itt  ond |H>oi managr 
merit o l Ihe lee b a tlt  ty t le in

'111* report ionipatc.1 e. i t l t  
between i l ie Alotka program 
J n J  l l .e program, ! ! .  Hawai i ,  
•r l i t i* the V a  pioVi . let more

direct pallenl car* end llicr* 
It • "strong altering arrange- 
rnenl" between lh* VA and 
Trlp ler Army Medical Center 
In Honolulu

"In  l l ic t l  yeer 1*85. Ihe VA 
ipent (18 8 m illion In Hawaii 
to provldt cere lo * veteran 

I population ol 103.Ii)u. II.a 
report tald. " In  A latka (18 0 
million wai expended lu pro­
vide care lo a population ol 
67,lbO velcrana

"C om  were higher In Alea- 
ka becaute Ihe VA pruvldct 
( I I I la direct car* end rellea on 
pilvele phyilclana end hotpl- 
I a I ■ I or m oil medical ter- 
v lce i."  Ilia raporl laid

The report la id  "significant 
management linp iovtm enlt" 
me needed In Ihe A latka pro 
gram becaute c o lli had tlac.it 
from (17 2 rnilllun In 1*82 lu 
( l i  9 million In 1*8) an 
Inrreata ol 187 pm  n i l

"A lto , Ihe Inc'ldrpca o l i t i *  
In A la tka  la h ig h ," Ihe it  |H8lt 
ta ld  R il l  p a lle n l vial11 weie

78 percent higher Ih tn  Ihe 
nallonel rale and lha pallenl 
hoipllatlralloni were 12 per­
cent higher lhan lha national 
rale, lha raporl la id .

“ During lha Ih reaytar pe­
riod ol fiscal y e a n  1*81 
through 1985, Ihe VA provid­
ed care lo only 72,000 Individ­
ual e lcrxn i,"  Ihe report la id . 
"The coil ol H ill c ire  w ai 
(100 million, or (4.515 per 
vetrran treated."

Hot all Ihe high co il la
• tlrlbu lab la  to high liv ing  
coila In the t l t l t ,  Ihe report
• aid

While lha coil o l living In 
A lt ik a  It about 25 percent 
higher lhan lu lha lower 18 
H a it i, lha average m il per- 

. day lor horpllalltalhin wta 
(161 — "112 percent higher 
lhan lha national avenge of 
8285 "

H it  repoit laid  I It* I | |  t  
i r i l n  ul cliangn were Irnplc 
nienlcd, Including erptndlng 
a iharlng anangem cii'.'w llh

E lm e n d o rf, c o l l i  cou ld  ba 
brought down by (31 7 m il­
lion a year, 

t . M u rk Jw ak l, who la t l  year • 
le rvad  •• chairm an o l (ha 
V a la ran i A ffa irs  panel, re- 
rpondad lo  the report by 

l w o rk in g  out an agreem ent 
I w llh  Ihe V A  lo  open in  out­

patient c lin ic  In Anchorage . 
even though Ihe Inspecto r ' 
general'* report la id  Ihe c lin ic  
thould be at E lm endorf "(u  
fu rth e r In it l t u l lo n e l l ic  lh *  
iharlng  arrangement between - 
Ihe V A  and E lm e n d o rf"  
i R e ip ll*  that agreement, nu 

-clin ic h a i yet been opened 
'and  th li year M u rko w ik l h a i 
I been prerrlng fur ( I  m illion  
* In funding (ot III*  VA lo  leara 

downtown ipaca lor Ihe clln- - 
Ic.

" I  w llh  lo  em pharlt* l l ie l  I
do nut euppuit the c lla h llrh -  
m in i o l e V A  h o ip lla l In 
A la rke  and Inland lo cloecly ’ 
m on ito r op eratio n ! erf Ihe 
out pa llen l c lin ic  lu  c iuu re

' that It l l  co il c l lr c l lv e  end 
that veteran* recrlvo  timely 
and quality  ca re ,"  M urkow ik l 

: ta ld .
" In  addition, t am opposed 

i lo aoy a ip an ilu n  ot lha El- 
m tndorf A ir  Fore* D u e  hoi-, 
pit al a l V A  txp rm a  at a 
meant of b ro v ld ln i In-pallent 

, care lu Veterani lo  Anchor- 
rg t ."  M u lko w ik l raid

M u iko w rk l'i office raid Ihe 
eenalor learned that discus- 

. atom had begun In late sum- 
| mer between Ihe V A  and Ihe 

A ir  Foret about Ihe proposed 
h o ip lla l f ip a u i lo n .  w h ich  
Slnglelon arid  war In it ia lly  
propurad lo aerva lha ncedr of 
lha  A ir  Korea

Aa lha d lecu irln u i have In 
•' Icn iH led , an h a i M u rku te ik l'i 

Ire
I .a i t  w eek M u rk o w ik l 

called T7ioinar TViriiagt. ad 
m ln lr lra lo r of lha Valtrana 
A d m ln lt lra llo n , lo  complain . 
about any partic ipation In Ihe 
F .lm ihdu lf eapantlun.
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