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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 23
Relating to the labeling of irradiated food.
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate

P.O. B O X  V  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

REC'D MAR I 4 1989
March 13, 1989

TO: Representative Johnny Ellis 
Chairman, House HESS Committee

Senator Jay Kerttula

Senate Joint Resolution 23, relating 
to the labeling of irradiated food

I wo u l d  greatly appreciate your scheduling SJR 23 for hearing 
in the House HESS Committee at your earliest possible 
convenience.

I introduced SJR 33 last session and it passed both houses of 
the Legislature. SJR 33 requested that the Food and Drug 
Administration extend the expiration date on the labeling 
requirement for irradiated foods. The Food and Drug 
Administration has now extended the requirement until 1990.

Rather than requesting such extensions every two years, SJR 23 
simply requests that the Food and Drug Administration 
permanently adopt the current labeling requirement for 
irradiated foods so that consumers know that they are buying 
treated foods. Even proponents of irradiation have ] J+-tle 
argument against the consumer's right to know what he vr she 
is eating.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I will be 
preparing a packet of information for distribution to 
committee members and please contact Paula Terrel in my office 
if you have any questions.
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The Department of Environmental Conservation strongly supports this 

resolution.

Because of the small amounts of irradiated food produced in the 

United States, it may be many years before the international tulip 

symbol, signifying irradiated food, is commonly recognized by the 

public. Since some people have concerns about the safety of 

irradiated foods and others may actually prefer them to products 

which have been treated with pesticides, maintaining the written 

labeling requirements will allow all consumers to easily recognize 

irradiated products and make an informed decision when purchasing 

food.

The uncertainty resulting from FDA's temporary labelling 

requirements, generates confusion and may predispose many people 

to oppose irradiation of food products because they are uncertain 

that they will be able to avoid them in the marketplace.

FDA should be encouraged to take the responsible action of making 

the written labeling requirements mandatory Indefinitely. This 

resolution is an excellent means of communicating that the public 

wishes them to do so.




